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CHAP. VI. 

XjORENZO endeavours to secure the peace of 
Italy — Rise of the modern idea of the balance of 
pov)er — Conspiracy of Frescobaldi — Expulsion 
of the Turks from Otranto — The Venetians and 
the pope attack the duke of Ferrara — Lorenzo 
undertakes his defence — The Florentines and 
Neapolitans ravage the papal territories — The 
duke of Calabria defeated by Roberto Malatesta 
^^Pr ogress of the Venetian arms — Sixtus deserts 
and excommunicates his allies — Congress ofCre* 
mona — Death of Sixtus IF, — Succeeded by Gi- 
ambattista Ciboy who assumes the name oflnno- 
cent FIIL — Lorenzo gains the confidence of the 
new pope — The Florentines attempt to recover 
the town ofSarzana — Capture of Pietra-Santa 
— Lorenzo retires to the baths of S. Filippo^-^ 
The pope forms the design of possessing himself 
of the kingdom of Naples — Lorenzo supports the 
king — Prevails upon the Florentines to take a 
decided part — Effects a reconciliation between 
the king and the pope — Suppresses the insurrec- 
tion at Osima — Capture of Sarzana — Lorenzo 
protects the smaller states of Italy — The king of 
Naples infringes his treaty with the pope — Peace 
again restored — Review of the government of 
Florence — Regulations introduced by Lorenzo-^^ 
Prosperity of the Florentine state — Highreputa- 
tion of Lorenzo — General tranquillity of Italy* 
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CHAP. VI. 

Soon after the termination of hostilities between 
,Sixtus IV. and the republick of Florence, Lo< 
renzo began to unfold those comprehensive ^ 
plans for securing the peace of Italy on a per- 
manent foundation, which confer the hi^iest 
honour on his political life. Of the extensive ~ 
authority which he had obtained by his late con- ~ 
duct, every day afforded additional proof; and 
it appears to have been his intentfon to employ it 
for the wisest and most salutary purposes. Bf 
whatevermotives he was led to this great attempt, 
he pursued it with deep policy and unceasing 
assiduity. 
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CHAP, assiduity, and finally experienced a. degree of 
v^' success equal to his warmest expectations. 

jii««ofthe The situation of Italy at this period afforded 

jnodern ides. 

efthebaiance an amplc ficld for the exercise of political 
o power, talents. The number of independent states of 
which it was composed, the inequality of their 
strength, the ambitious views of some, and the 
ever active fears of others, kept the whole 
country in continual agitation and alarm. The 
vicinity of these states to each Qjher, and the 
narrow bounds of their respective dominions, 
required a promptitude of decision in cases of 
disagreement, unexampled in any subsequent 
. period of modem history. Where the event of 
open war seemed doubtful, private treachery 
was without scruple resorted to ; and where that 
failed of success, an appeal was again made to 
arms. The pontifical see had itself set * the 
example of a mode of conduct that burst 
asunder all the bonds of society, and served as 
a convuicing proof that nothing was thought 
unlawful which appeared to be expedient. To 
counterpoise all the jarring interests of these 
different governments, to restrain the powerful, 
to succour the weak, and to unite the whole in 
one firm body, so as to enable them, on the 
one hand, successfully to oppose the formidable 
power of the Turks, and, on the other, to 

repel 
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repel the incursions of the French and the Ger- c h a p# 
mans, both of ^hom were objects of terrour to vi« 
the less warlike inhabitants of Italy, were the 
important ends which Lorenzo proposed to 
accomplish. The effectual defence of the Flo- 
rentine dominions against the encroachments of 
their more powerful neighbours, though perhaps 
his chief inducement for engaging in so exten- 
sive a project, appeared in the execution of it, 
rather as a necessary part of his system, than as 
the principal object which he had in view. In 
these transactions we may trace the first decisive 
instance of that political arrangement, which 
was more fully developed and more widely 
extended in the succeeding century,, and which 
has since been denominated the balance of 
power. Casual alliances, arising from consan- 
guinity, from personal attachment, from vicinity, 
or from interest, had indeed frequently sub- 
sisted among the Italian states ; but these were 
only partial and temporary engagements, and 
rather tended to divide the country into two or 
more powerful parties, than to counterpoise the 
interests of individual governments, so as to 
produce in the result the general tranquillity ^ 

But 



* It is commonly understood that the idea of a sy»- 
tematick arrangement, for seoiring: to states, within the 

same 
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CHAINS But before Lorenzo engaged in these mo- 
y>> mentous undertakings, he had further personal 

dangers 



Gooipirary 
of rretcobcl- 
4k 



same sphere of political action, the possession of their 
respective territories, and the continuance of existing 
rights, is of modem origin, having arisen among the 
Itatian states in the fifteenth century. Robertaon*9 Hiatm of 
Cha. V. V. i. $ec* 3. But Mr. Hume has attempted to 
shev that this system, if not theoretically understood, 
was at least practically adopted by the ancient states of 
Greece and the neighbouring governments* Raaaygy v. i* 
part \u Eaaay 7. In adjusting the extent to which these 
opinions may be adopted, there is no great difficulty. 
Wherever mankind have formed themselves into societies, 
(uid history affords no instance of their being found in 
any other state,) the conduct of a tribe, or a nadon, has 
been marked by a general will ; and states, like indivi- 
duals, have had their antipathies and predilections, their 
jealousies, and their fears. The powerful have endea- 
voured to oppress the weak, and the weak have sought 
refuge from the powerful in their mutual union. Not- 
withstanding the great degree ofcivilization that obtained 
among the Grecian states, their political conduct seems 
to have been directed upon no higher principle ; con- 
quests were pursued as opportunity offered, and precau* 
tions for safety were delayed till the hour of danger 
arrived. The preponderating mass of the Roman repub- 
lick attracted into its vortex whatever was opposed to its 
influence ; and the violent commotions of the middle 
ages, by which that immense body was again broken into 
new forms, and impelled in vague and eccentrick direc- 
tions, postponed to a late period the possibility of regu- 
lated action* The transactions in Italy, during the four- 
teenth 
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tlangers to encounter. The moderation of his c h ap« 
Condu(5t could neither extinguish nor allay the v^* 
insatiable spirit of revenge that burnt in the 
breast of Girolamo Riario. Defeated in his 
ambitious projects by the superiour talents of 
Lorenzo, he once more had recourse to his 
treacherous practices; and, by an intercourse 
with some of the Florentine exiles, again founds 
even in Florence, the instruments of his purpose. 
By their instigation, Battista Frescobaldi, with 
only two assistants, undertook to assassinate 
Lorenzo in the church of the Carmeli, on the 
day of Ascension, being the last day of May 
1481. This attempt was not conducted with 
the same secrecy as that which we have before 

related, 



teenth and fiileei!th centuries, bear indeed a strong 
resemblance to those which took place among the Grecian 
states ; but it was not till nearly the close of the latter 
century, that a system of general security and pacification 
was clearly developed, and precautions taken for ensuring 
its continaance. Simple as this idea may now appear, 
yet it must be considered that, before the adoption of it, 
the minds of men, and consequently the maxims of states, 
must have undergone an important change : views of 
aggrandizement were to be repressed ; war was to be 
prosecuted, not for the purpose of conquest, but of secu* 
rity ; and, above all, an eye was to be found that could 
discern, and a mind that could comprehend, so extended 
in object* 
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CHAP* related. The friends of Lorenzo were watchful 
^^* for his safety. Frescobaldi was seized ; and 
having upon his examination disclosed his ac- 
complices, was executed with them on the 6th 
day of the following month**. The treachery 
of Frescobaldi occasioned at Florence general 
surprise, and was almost regarded as an instance 
of insanity. He had been the consul of the 
Florentine republick at Pera, and it was at his 
instance that Bandini, the murderer of Giuliano, 
had been delivered up by Maliomet 11. Yet 
neither the atrociousness of the crime, nor the 
dread of the example, deterred him from a simi- 
lar enterprise. From this circumstance Lorenzo 
perceived the necessity of being more diligently 
on his guard against the attempts of his profli- 
gate antagonists; and whilst he lamented the 
depravity of the times, that rendered such a 
precaution necessary, he was generally sur- 
founded, when he appeared in publick, by a 
number of tried friends and adherents. In this 
respect he has not, however, escaped censure^ 
although from a quarter where it should have 
been silenced by the sense of decency, if not by 
the feelings of gratitude. The kindness she^vn 

by 



* The other conspirators were Filippo Balducci, and 
Amoretto, the illegitimate son of Guido Baldovihetti. 
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by him to Raf&ello MaSei, the brother of An- c b a p« 
tonio, who, in the conspiracy of the Pazzi, '^^^ 
had unde^aken to be the immediate instrument 
of his destruction, has before been noticed"". 
In return for such unmerited attention, this 
historian has availed himself of a measure which 
was rendered necessary by repeated instances of 
treachery, to represent Lorenzo as a gloomy 
tyrant, who supported his authority, and secured 
his safety in Florence, by the aid of a band of 
rufl^s, and who found in musick alone a solace 
from his anxiety **. The reputation of Lorenzo 
is not, however, likely to suffer more from the 
pen of one brother, than his person did from 
the dagger of the other. 

On the conclusion of the contest with the exhiIm or 
papal see, the first object not only of Lorenzo, J^JSiJ^. 
but of all the Italian potentates, was the expul- ^ 

sion 

c Vol. 1. fi. 277. 

^ << Post hiBc Laurentius defunctua periculo, resi- 
^ piscere paulatim, majoreque postmodum a[md suos 
*^ cives esse auctoritate, ac Tyranno propius agitare ; 
<< cum sicariis incedere, excubiis ac nunciis diligentiua 
'* invigilare, denique amissas in belle facultates unde- 
<* cilnque recuperare ccepit. Vir aspectu tristi, ore tni- 
** culento, seimone ingratus, animo factiosus, in curia 
^ agitans continuo, prater unum musicse solatium." 

Rafih. Volt. Com. Urb. p. 153. 

VOL. II. C 
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cHAF.sion of the Turks from Otranto, For this 
^ v^* purpose a league was concluded, to which the 
Venetians only refused to accede. Suspicions 
had already been entertained tliat Mahomet II. 
had been incited to his enterprise by the repre- 
sentations of that state ; and these suspicions 
were strengthened by the indifference which the 
Venetians manifested on so alarming an occasion. 
It is, however, probable, that they kept aloof 
from the contest, merely for the purpose of 
availing themselves of any opportunity of aggran- 
dizement, which the exhausted situation of the 
neighbouring states might afford. With the 
powers of Italy, the kings of Arragon, of 
Portugal, and of Hungary, united their arms. 
The city of Otranto was attacked by a formi- 
dable army under the command of the duke of 
Calabria ; whilst the united fleets of the king 
of Naples, the pope, and the Genoese, were sta- 
tioned to prevent the arrival of further aid to 
the besieged. The place was, however, defended 
with great courage, and the event yet remained 
doubtful, when intelligence was received of the 
death of the Emperour Mahomet II. who had 
established the seat of the Turkish empire at 
Constantinople, and been the scourge of Chris- 
tendom for nearly half a century. Upon his 
death, a disagreement arose between his two 
sons Bajazet imd Zizim ; in consequence of 

which, 
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vhichy the Turkish troops destined to the relief chap. 
of Otranto were recalled, and the place was vi. 
left, to its fate. A capitulation was concluded 
oa the tenth day of September 1481, by which 
the Turks stipulated for a free return to their 
native country ; but the duke of Calabria, on 
the surrender of the city, found a pretext for 
eluding the treaty, and retained as prisoners 
about fifteen hundred Turks, whom he after- 
wards employed in the different wars in which 
he was engaged% 

Whilst the other states of Italy were thus *"»« v«>c- 

tiant and 

engaged in the common cause, the Venetians the pop* 
had been devising means for possessing them- jltc^^ 
selves of the dominions of Ercole d'Este, duke *•«««• 
of Ferrara, and, by the assistance of Girolamo 
Riario, had prevailed^ upon the pope to coun- 
tenance their pretensions. The duke had mar- 
ried the daughter of Ferdinand, king of Naples ; 
an alliance which, as it contributed to his credit 
and independence, had given great dissatisfac- 
tion to the Venetians. The first aggression was 
the erection of a fortress by those haughty repub- 
licans, on a part of the territory of Ferrara, 

which 



Murat. Anru v. ix.y^. 5Sr« 
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CHAP* which they pretended was within the limitd of 
^^* their own dominions. An embassy was imme* 
diately despatched by the duke to Venice, to 
avert, if possible, the hostile intentions of the 
senate, and to conciliate their good-will by the 
fairest representations, and the fullest professions 
of amity. Finding his efforts ineffectual, the 
duke resorted for succour to the pope; but 
Sixtus was already apprized of the part he had 
to act, and whilst he heard his solicitations with 
apparent indifference, was secretly preparing .to 
join in his ruin. The motives by which Sixtus 
was actuated are not difficult to be discovered. 
If the family of Este could be deprived of their 
dominions, many circumstances concurred to 
justify the pretensions of the papal see to the 
sovereignty of Ferrara. That city was itself 
ranked among those over which the pontiffs 
asserted a signorial claim, which lay dormant, 
or was revived, as circumstances required ; and 
although Sixtus could not singly contend with 
die Venetians in the division of the spoil, yet he 
well knew that the rest of Italy would interpose, 
to prevent their possessing themselves of a terri- 
tory which would add so considerably to their 
power. In the contest therefore which he sup- 
posed must necessarily take place, Sixtus was 
not without hopes of vesting the government 

of 
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of Ferrara m his own &xmfyy in the person of c n AVi 
Gircdamo Riario, who was inde&tigable in pre- ^^* 
paring tor the approaching war. 

In this exigency, the duke of Ferrara had ^^^^ 
two powerful resources. One of these was in usdcfinccb 
the support which he derived from his father-in* 
law the king of Naples ; and the other in th0 
claims which be had upon the known justice of 
Lorenzo de' Medici. Neither of these disapi 
pointed his hopes. ^ By the interference of Lo- 
renzo, the duke of Milan joined in the league ; 
and the marquis of Mantua, and Giovanni Ben« 
tivoglio, also became auxiliaries in the cause* 
The command of the allied army was intrusted 
to Federigo, duke of Urbino ; but the prepara- 
tion and direction of the war chiefly rested on 
Lorenzo de' Medici, on whose activity and 
pradence the allied powers had the most perfect 
reliance^ 

The first object of the allies was to discover '^^ "»" 

!•• ni "KT 111 rendnet mi 

the mtCRtions of the pope. No sooner had the NeapoucmM 

Venetians |^X^t 



torut. 



^ Fabroni has preserved a letter from the duke of 
Urbino to Lorenzo de' Medici, which sufficiently shows 
the confidence that was reposed in him by the allies, and 
the active part which he took in preparing for the con- 
test. V. Jfifi. M. XLIII. 
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CHAP. Venetians commenced their attack on the terri- 
^'* tory of Ferrara, than a formal request was made 
to Sixtus, to permit the duke of Calabria, with 
a body of Neapolitan troops, to pass through his 
1481, dominions. His refusal sufficiently discovered 
the motives by which he was actuated. Th^ 
duke immediately entered in a hostile manner 
the territories of the church, and having pos- 
sessed himself of Terracina, Trevi, and other 
places, proceeded without interruption till he 
arrived within forty miles of Rome. At the 
same time the Florentine troops attacked and 
captured Castello, which was restored to Nicole 
Vitelli, its former lord. By thes^ unexpected 
and vigorous measures, Sixtus, instead of join- 
ing the Venetians, was compelled to solicit their 
assistance for his own protection. The duke 
had approached so near to Rome, that his ad- 
vanced parties daily committed hostilities at the 
very gates of the city. In this emergency the 
pope had the good fortune to prevail upon 
Roberto Malatesta, lord of Rimini, to take 
upon him the command of his army. This 
celebrated leader, who was then in the pay of 
the Venetians, on obtaining their permission to 
assist their ally, proceeded to Rome. Having 
there made the necessary arrangements, Roberto 
led out the papal troops, which were sufficientiy 
numerous, and were only in need of an able 

general 
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% 

general effectually to oppose their enemies. The chap. 
duke of Calabria, being in daily expectation of "^^^ 
a reenforcement under the command of his bro- 
ther Federigo, would gladly have avoided an 
engagement, but his adversary pressed him so 
vigorously, that he was compelled either to risk 

■ 

the event of a battle, or to incur the stiH greater 
danger of a disorderly retreat. This engage- 
ment, we are assured by Machiavelli, was the 
most obstinate and bloody that had occurred 
in Italy during the space of fifty years ^. After Thednkeof 

Calabria (fah 

a struggle of six hours, the contest terminated fcatedby 
in the total defeat of the duke, who owed his M^atotk. 
liberty, or his life, to the fidelity and courage of 
his Turkish followers. Having thus delivered 
the pope fi'om the imminent danger that threat- 
ened him, Roberto returned to Rome to enjoy 
the honours of his victory ; but his triumph was 
of short duration, for a few days after his arrival 
he suddenly died, not without giving rise to a 
suspicion, that poison had been administered to 
him by the intervention of Girolamo Riario^. 

This 

« " E fu questa giomata combattuta con piu virtu, 
^ che alcun' altra che fiisse stata fatta in cinquanta annt 
^ in Italia ; perch^ vi morl, tra 1' una parte e V altra, 
* piu che mille huomini." Mac. Hist. lid. 8. 

>^ Gli scrittori dicono che fu sospetto che egli fosse 

morto di rcleno, & io nelle notizie private de Malatesti 

ritrovo, 
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CHAP* This suspicion received confirmation in the 
y^* publick opinion, by the subsequent conduct of 
Sixtus and his kinsman. No sooner was Roberto 
dead, than the pope erected an equestrian statue 
to his memory ; and Riario proceeded with the 
army which Roberto had lately led to victory, 
to dispossess his illegitimate son Pandolfo, to 
whom he had bequeathed his possessions, of the 
city of Rimini*. In this attempt the ecclesias- 
tical plunderers would probably have been suc- 
cessful, had not the vigorous interference of 
Loretizo de' Medici, to whom Pandolfo resorted 
for succour, and who sent a body of Florentine 
troops to his speedy relief, frustrated their pro- 
fligate purpose. Riario then turned his arms, 
towards Castello, which was courageously de- 
fended by Vitelli, till the Florentines once more 
gave him effectual aid. A similar attack, and 
with similar success, was about the same time 
made by Sixtus on the city of Pesaro, the 
dominion of Constantino Sforza; who having 
first engaged in the league against the Venetians, 

afterwards 



riU^vO) che 1' autore di Unta sceleratezza fu creduto 
essere stato il conte Girolamo, nipote del papa, o per in- 
vidia, o pure con speranza di poter metter le man! a 
quelle stato, non lasciando Ruberto figliuoH leggitimi. 

Atnmir. iib, 25* 
i Mac. HUt. lib. 8. 
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afterwards deserted his allies, and entered into c h Ai*« 
their service, and was supposed to have died of ^^^ 
grief bec^tnse they had defnuiided him of his 
stipulated pay^ 

Whilst Sixtus was thus employed in defend^ progr«tof 

, . Y • • • ^^ .- , • the Venetian 

mg his own dommions, or m attemptmg to seize 
upon those of his neighbours, the duke of 
Urbino had opposed himself to the Venetian 
army, but not with sufficient effect to prevent 
its making an alarming progress, and capturing 
several towns in the territory of Ferrara. . The 
death of that general^, and the sickness of the 

duke 



urns* 



^ << Constantinu9 Sfortia Pisauri prlnceps fidus antea 
" Florentinis, durante adhuc stipendio, defecit ad Ve- 
" netos. Neque multos post dies, tertiana febri correp- 
*< tns, moerore, ut creditur, violatx fidei, & a Venetis 
" pacti non soluti stipendii, V Kal. Sextiles interiit." 

Fontius in *4nnai, afi. Fabr. ii. !235« 

* The duke of Urbino and Roberto Malatesta died 
on the same day ; one at Bologna, the other at Rome ; 
each of them, although at the head of adverse armies, 
having recommended to the other the protection of his 
possessions and surviving family : " Adi 15 di Scttembre 
« 1483, ci fu nuove el Magnifico Roberto de Rimini era 
*< morto a Roma di flusso. Stimasi sia stato awelenato. 
" El duca d'Urbino era morto in Bologna, che era 
" andato al soccorso di Ferrara. Morirono in un dl, c 

^< ctascuDo 

VOL. II. D 
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CHAP, duke of Ferrara, which rendered him incapable 
^^' of attending with vigour to the defence of his 
dominions, opened to the Venetians the fulleat 
prospect of success. This sudden progress of 
the republican arms was not, however, agreeable 
to the pope ; who, having given no aid in the 
contest, began to be apprehensive that he could 
claim no share in the spoil, whilst so consider- 
able an accession of power to the Venetians 
might scarcely be consistent with his own safety* 
At the same time he perceived a storm gathering 
against him from another quarter. The emperour 
had threatened to call together a general council 
of the church; a measure either originating 
with, or promoted by, Lorenzo de' Medici ; 
and for the effecting of which he had despatched 
Baccio Ugolino to Basil". Induced by these 

various 



^^ ciascuno di loro mandava a raccomandare all' altro il 
^ suo Btato, e Tuno non seppe la morte dell' altro." 

jS.r Diario MUgretti o/t. Fabr* v. ii. ft* 245. 

^ Ugolino transmitted tx> Lorenzo, from time to 
time,' a full account of his proceedings in several letters 
which are published by Fabroni, in vita Laur* v. iL 
fi. 237. from which it appears, that he was not without 
hopes of accomplishing his important object. '< Non 
** domandate," says he, <^ come questi dottori della Uni- 
'^ versit^ leggano con fervore le scripture che io ho pub- 

« licate 
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various considerations, Sixtus was at length chap. 
prevailed upon to detach himself from the Vene- v^* 
tians, and to listen to proportions for a separate ^^J^ ^, 
peace. Under the sanction of the imperial' am- commnni. 

^ catethia 

bassadour, a league was concluded at Rome for aiuct. 
five years, between the pope, the king of Naples, 
the duke of Milan, and the Florentines, for the 
defimce of the duke of Ferrara. Sixtus, hav- 
ing engaged in the common cause, was not 
inactive. Having first warned the Venetians to 
desist firom the further progress of the war, and 
finding his remonstrances disregarded, he so- 
lemnly excommunicated his late allies". The 
Venetians, however, persisted in their purpose, 
regardless of his denunciations, and having cap- 
tured the town of Ficarola, laid siege to the city 
ef Ferrara itself. 

At this important juncture a congress was g^SSS."' 
held at Cremona, for the purpose of considering 
on the most effectual means of repressing the 
growing power of the Venetians, and of securing 
the rest of Italy from the effects of their ambi- 
tion. 



^ licate qui in Consilip. Che piu ? II papa ^ piu inviso 
(( qui che costl, et se 1' Imperatore non ce la macchia, 
^ non sum sine spe di far qualcosa." 

>^ Fabr* in vitd Laur. adnotm \If monunu ii. 234. 
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CHAP. tion. The persons who assembled on this occa- 
^^' sion were Alfonso duke of Calabria, Lodovico 
Sforza, Lorenzo de' Medici, Lodovico Gonzaga 
marquis of Mantua, the duke of Ferrara ; and 
on the part of the pope, Girolamo Riario, and 
the cardinal of Mantua, with others of inferiour 
note. The king of France, aware of the cha- 
racter of Riario, advbed Lorenzo by letter not 
to trust himself to this interview"*; but the 
important consequences expected from it induced 
him to disregard the precaution. Among other 
arrangements it was determined t)iat the Milanese 
should endeavour to form a diversion by an 
attack on the Venetian territory, and that the 
duke of Calabria should repair with a powerful 
body of troops to the relief of the duke of Fer- 
rara. By these decisive measures, a speedy and 
eflPectual stop was put to the further progress of 
the Venetian arms, whilst the allied troops over- 
ran 



® Thus he addresses Lorenzo in a letter dated xiii 
Kal. Febr. 1482, afi. Fabr, adnot. et tnon. v, ii. ft. 243. 
" Alia Giomata di Ferrara dove dite avere promesso 
<< andare, ti avrei consi^liato non andasse punto, ma che 
" guardaste bene tener sicura vostra persona ; perch^ 
^ non conosco n^ i personaggi nc: il luogo, dove v* hat- 
<< biate a trovare, e v' avrei mandato uno imbasciatore 
^< di qu^ in vostra excusatione ; nientidimanco, poiche 
*^ I'avete promesso, me ne report© a voi ; et alia buona 
*^ hora si&, et a Dio. Luis.*' 
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ran the territories of Bergamo, of Brescia, and c h itp. 
of Verona. Finding their attempt to subjugate vi» 

the city of Ferrara frustrated, and solicitous for 

the safety of their own dominions, the Venetians -- 



had recourse to negotiation, and had sufficient 
influence with Lodovico Sforza to prevail upon 
him to desert the common cause* His derelicr 
ticm induced the allies to accede to propositions 
for peace, which, though sufficiently fitvourable 
to the Venetians, secured the duke of Ferrara 
from the ambition of his powerful neighbours^ 
and repressed that spirit of encroachment which 
die Venetians had manifested, as well on this as 
on former occasions. 

As soon as the affairs of Italy were so Dcatkof 
adjusted as to give the first indications of per- 
manent tranquillity, Sixtus died. The coinci- 
dence of these events gave rise to an opinion 
which was rendered in some degree credible by 
tl^ knowledge of his restless disposition, that 
his death was occasioned by vexation at the pro- 
spect of a general peace**. Of the character of 

this 



p He died on the 12th of August 1484, being the 
fifth day after peace was proclaimed at Rome. Murat, 
Ann. V. ix. /i. 546. 549. « O pcrchb fiisse il tcrmine di 
** sua vita venuto, o perch^ il dolore della pace fatta, 
^ come nemica a quella, Tamazzasse." M^c. Hist. lib. 8. 
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CHAP, this successour of St, Peter, we have already had 
^^* suiKcient proof. It must indeed be acknow* 
ledged that no age has exhibited such flagraat 
instances of the depravity of the Roman see, as 
the close of the fifteenth century, when the 
prc^igacy of Sixtus IV. led the way, at a short 
. interval, to the still more outrageous and unna- 
tural crimes of Alexander VI, The avarice of 
Sixtus was equal to his ambition. He was the 
first Roman pontiff who openly exposed to sale 
the principal offices of the church ; but not satis- 
fied with the disposal of such as became vacant, 
he instituted new ones, for the avowed purpose 
of selling them, and thereby contrived to obtain 
a certain emolument from the uncertain tenure 
by which he held his see. To Sixtus IV. pos- 
terity are also indebted for the institution of 
inquisitors of the press, without whose license 
no work was suffered to be printed. In this 
indeed he gave an instance of his prudence ; it 
being extremely consistent, that those who ^c 
conscious of their own misconduct should endea- 
vour to stifle the voice that publishes and perpe- 
tuates it. Even the orthodox Muratori acknow- 
ledges, that this pontiff had a heavy account to 
make up at the tribunal of God"*. 

The 



q <( Di gross! conti avrk avuto questo pontefice ncl 
^ tribunale di Dlo." Armal. v. ix. fi* 538. 
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The death of Sixtus IV, who for the space chap. 
of thirteen years had embroiled the states of ^^* 
Italy in constant dissensions, was a favourable q'J^^IJJ^,^ 
omen of the continu^ce of tranquillity ; and cibo, who 

' ^ awnmet the 

the choice made by the conclave of his successour name of m. 
seemed still further to secure so desirable an °*^"^ 
object. Giambattista Cibb, who obtained on 

this occasion the suffrages of die sacred college, 

was a Genoese by birth, though of Greek ex- '^^^ 
traction. The urbanity and mildness of his 
manners formed a striking contrast to the in- 
flexible character of his predecessor. From his 
envoys at Rome, Lorenzo became early ac^ 
quainted with the disposition of the new pope, 
who assumed the name of Innocent VIII. At 
the time of his elevation to the supremacy, he 
was about fifty-five years of age, and had several 
natural children. Vespucci, the correspondent 
of Lorenzo, represents him as a weak but well- 
disposed man, rather formed to be directed him- 
self, than capable of directing others^ 

Lorenzo had perceived the disadvantages *^^«> 

^ gainithecon- 

under which he laboured in his political trans- ^^^ ot^ 

• new pope. 

actions, 



•■ Many particulars respecting this pontiff may be 
found in the letter from Vespucci to Ix>renzo, extracted 
from the documents of Fabroni. A/ifi. Ab. XLV. 
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CHAP, actions, on account of his dissensions wilb the 
v^* papal see ; and he therefore learnt with great 
satisfaction, that the pope, soon after his eleva- 
tion, had expressed a very favourable opinion of 
him, and had even avpwed an intention of con- 
sulting him on all important occurrences. The 
power of the other Italian potentates was bounded 
by the limits of their respective dominions ; but 
Lorenzo was well aware that the Roman pontiff 
superadded to his temporal possessions an influ- 
ence that extended throughout all Christendom, 
and which might be found of the utmpst import- 
ance to the promotion of his views. He there* 
fore sedulously improved the occasion which the 
favourable opinion of Innocent afforded him; 
and in a short time obtained his confidence to 
such a degree, as to be intrusted with his most 
secret transactions and most important coo.^ 
cerns'. This fortunate event also first opened t9 
the Medici the dignities and emoluments of the 
church, and thereby led the way to that eounent 

degree 



» « Assettate die saranno queste vostre cose co* Geno- 
<^ yeai, Lorenzo conoscerk che non fu mai Pontefice, che 
*^ amassi tanto la casa sua quanto io. £t aTcndo visto 
^^ per esperienza, quanta sia la fede, integrity & pru- 
" dentia sua, io fare tosto govemarmi secondo i ricordi 
" 8c pareri sua." Such was the language in which Inno- 
cent addressed himself to Pier Filippo Pandolfini, the 
Florentine ambassadour* Fabroni in vitdy v. ii. fim 363. 
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degree of splendour and prosperity which the crap. 
family afterwards experienced. ^^* 



To the carryine: into eflfect the pacifick inten- 
tions of Lorenzo, several obstacles yet remained, comovcrdw 
During the commotions in Italy, consequent on 
the conspiracy of the Pazzi, the town of Sar- 
zana, situated near the boundaries of the Ge« 
noese and Florentine dominions, and which the 
Florentines had purchased from Lodovico Fre-^ 
goso, had been forcibly wrested from them by 
Agostino, one of his sons. The important 
contests in which the Florentines were engaged^ 
had for some time prevented them from attempt* 
ing the recovery of a place, to which, according 
to the established custom of the times, they had 
undoubted pretensions ; but no sooner were 
they relieved from the anxiety and expense of 
external war, than they bent their whole atten- 
tion to this object. In order to secure himself 
i^ainstthe expected attack, Agostino had made 
a formal surrender of the town to the republick of 
Genoa, under which he professed to exercise 
the government. Lorenzo therefore entertained 
hopes, that, by the mediation of the new pope, 
his countrymen the Genoese might be induced 
to resign their pretensions ; but his interference 
having proved ineffectual, the Florentines pre* 
pared to establish their right by arms. The 

approach 

VOL. II. t 
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c K A F* approach to Sarzana necessarily lay by the town 
_ ^^^ of Pietra. Santa, the inhabitants of which were 
capcore of expcctcd to remain neuter during the contest ; 
hgit a detachment of Florentine troops escort- 
ing a quantity of provisions and ammmiition^ 
pissing near that place, were attacked and plun- 
dered by' the garrisons So unequivocal a 
demonstration of hostility rendered it necessary 
for the Florentines, before they proceeded to 
the attack of Sarzana, to possess themselves 
of Pietra- Santa. It was accordingly invested, 
and such artillery as was then in use was em- 
ployed to reduce the inhabitants to submission. 
The Genoese, however, found means to reen- 
force the garrison, whilst the sickness of some 

of 



■pi*^— ^W^w—P**— •«-»W^^ 



' Machiavellii pleased in relating instances of that 
crooked policy in which he is supposed to have been him- 
self an adept, informs us, that the Florentines, wanting 
a pretext for a rupture with the inhabitants of Pietra- 
Santa^ directed, apart of their bi^ggage to pass near thM 
place, for the purpose of inducing the garrison to make 
an attack upon it. HUt* lib. 8. And Fabroni, on what 
authority it is not easy to discover, expressly attributes 
this artifice to I-<orenzo de* Medici, m vita Laur. v* u 
p. 137. But Ammirato, whose veracity is undoubted) 
aaserts that this incident took place without any preawt 
ditated design on the part of the Florentines, introducing 
his narrative with a direct censure of the relation of 
Machiavelli : ** Hor voile piu tosto il caso, che artificio 
^ alcuno, il quale vk il Machiavelli accattando,** 8cc. 

l9UFiQr» US. 25* 
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of the Florentine leaders, and the inactiyity of cit a p; 
others, contributed to protract the siege. Dis- . '^^* 
pirited by resistance, the Count of Pitigliano, 
one of the Florentine generals, ventured even to 
reconunend to the magistrates of Florence the 
rdinquishment of the enterprise as impracticable, 
at least for that season. These representations, 
instead of altering die purpose of Lorenzo, only 
excited him to more vigcHxms exerdon ; by hi^ 
recommendation, the command of the Floren- 
tine troops was given to Bernardo del Nero, 
and soon afterwards Lorenzo joined the army 
in person. His presence and exhortations had 
the most powerful effect on his countiymen. 
Within the space of a few days after his arrival, 
the besiegers reduced the place to such extre- 
mity, that proposals were made for a capitulation, 
which were acceded to by Lorenzo ; and the 
town was received into the protection of the 
Florentine republick, without furdier molesta- 
tion to the inhabitants\ 



From Pietra- Santa it was the intention of "^"«> 

Tetirtt to 

Lorenzo, notwithstanding the advanced seasofi thei»thtor 
of the year, to have proceeded immediately t6 *" ™"* 

the 



u jimmir* Ut. Fior* lib* 35* 
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c H AP. the attack of Sarzana ; but the long and im- 
v^* healthy service in which the army had been 
ci^g^^ rendered a temporary cessation of 
hostilities indispensable. Several of the prin- 
cipal commanders, together with Antonio Puccii 
one of the Florentine commissioners to the 
army, had &llen victims to the fatigues of the 
war; and Lorenzo, who laboured under a 
chronick, and perhaps an hereditary complaint, 
was soon afterwards obliged to resort to the baths 
of S« Filippo for relief. Before he recovered his 
health, his attention was called towards a differ- 
ent quarter, in which all his exertions became 
necessary to preserve his pacifick system from 
total destruction. 

« 

Hie me This commotion originated in the turbulent 

dnigiiof designs of Sixtus IV. who had sown the seeds 
[J^*^ of it in his lifetime, although they did not spring 
the kui9- up till after his death. The Neapolitan nobility, 
Maiiiet. exasperated with the princes of the house of 
' Aragon, who had endeavoured to abridge their 
~ power and independence, were prepared, when* 
ever occasion offered, to attempt the recovery 
of their rights. In restraining the exorbitant 
power of the nobles, which was equally formi- 
dable to the king and oppressive to the people, 
Ferdinand might have been justified by the 

expediency 
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LORENZO D£' MSDICI. 29 

cxptdaencj of the measure, and protected by c h a p. 
Ae affections of his subjects ; but, in relieving ^^y. 
them from the exactions of others, he began to 
oppress them himself, and thus incautiously 
incurred that odium, which had before been 
exclusively bestowed upon his nobility. The 
spirit of disafiection that soon became apparent 
was not unobserved by Sixtus, who, in addition 
to the ambitious motives by which he was gene- 
rally actuated, felt no small degree of resent- 
ment against Ferdinand, for having, without 
his concurrence, concluded a peace with the 
Florentines. A secret intercourse was carried 
on between the pope and the Neapolitan barons, 
whose resentment was ready to burst out in an 
open flame when Sixtus died. This event re- 
tarded but did not defeat the execution of their 
purpose. No sooner was Innocent seated in the 
chair, than they began to renew with him the 
intercourse which they had carried on with his 
predecessor. They reminded him that the 
kingdom of Naples was itself a fief of the 
Roman see ; they represented the exhausted 
state of the king's finances, and the aversion 
which he had incurred from his subjects, as well 
by his own severity, as by the cruelties exercised 
in his name by the duke of Calabria; and 
exhorted him to engage in an attempt, the 
success of which was evident, and would crown 

his 
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QMKTm his pontificftte with g^ory^ The pacifiek tesaiper 
▼^* of Innocent was dazzled with the splendour of 
fluoh an acquisiti<Hi* He encouraged the nobility 
to proceed in their designs ; he raised a oen- 
aiderable army, the command of which he gave 
to Roberto SanseVerino ( several of the principal 
cities of Naples openly rtvolt^, and the stabd* 
ard of the pope was erected at Sakmo* On 
tht first indication of hostilities, the king had 
aait his son J<rfifi, who had obtained the dipiity 
of a cardinal, to Rome, for the purpose of 
inducing "the pqpe to relinquish his attempt; 
but the death of the cardinal blasted the hopes, 
and added to the distresses of his father^* 
Attacked at the same time by foreign and do* 
mestick enemies, Ferdinand saw no shelter from 
th^ storm, but in the authority and assistance 
of Lorenzo« The attachment that subsisted be- 
tween him and the pope was indeed known to 
Ferdinand ; but he had himself some claims 
upon his kindness, and had reason to believe 
that he could not regard witli indifference an 

attempt 



▼ Valor, in vied Laur. fi» Si. 

^ His death was attributed to poison, given to him 
by Antotiello Sanseverino, prince of Salerno. Murau 
Afin. V. IX. fi. 542. The frequency of these imputations, 
thoagk perhaps not always founded on fact, strofkgfy 
marks the character of the age. 
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attempt which, if successful, would dfeot a cv a r* 
total change in the political state of Italy. ^^» 
Lorenao did not hesitate on the part it became ^'"*^ •^- 

*^ portt the . 

him to act. No sooner was he apprized of the ^»k- 
dangerous situation4t)f Ferdinand, than he left 
the baths of S. Filippo, and hastened to Flo* 
rence, where, on his first interview with the 
envoy of the king, he gave him the most une« 
quivocal assurances of active interference and 
support. Lorenzo, however, saw the necessity 
of applying an effectual remedy to the increasing 
evil, and with a degree of freedom which the 
urgency of the occasion required, entreated the 
king to relax in his severity towards his subjecta. 
" It grieves me to the soul," thus he writea to 
Albino, the Neapolitan envoy, ^^ that tbe duko 
^< of Calabria should have acquired, even unde« 
servedly, the imputation of cruelty. At all 
events, he ought to endeavour to remove every 
pretext for the accusation, by the most cau* 
tious regard to his conduct. If the people 
^ be displeased with the late impositions, it 
would be advisable to abolish them, and to 
require only the usual payments ; for one 
carlino obtained with good-will and affection, 
is better than ten accompanied with dissatis- 
faction and resentment." He afterwards re- 
monstrates with the king, through the same 
chawiel^ on his har^h and imprudent conduct 

- to 
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CH A F. to some merchants, who it appears had been 
^^' dismissed from Naples, for having demanded 
from him the monies which they had advanced 
for his use. ** If the king satisfy them not," 
says he, *< by paying their ^mands, he ought 
^' at least to appease them with good words ; to 
'* the end that he may not afford them an op- 
<* portunity of treating his name with disrespect, 
*^ and of gaining credit at the same time to what 
" is, and to what is not true." The reply of 
Ferdinand to Albino is sufficiently expressive of 
Ihe respect which he paid to these admonitions*; 
but unfortunately, the precepts which he ap- 
proved in theory, he forgot to adopt in prac* 
tice ; and to the neglect isf these counsels, 
rather than to the courage or the conduet of 
Charles VIIL the subsequent expulsion of his 
ftmily from the kingdom of Naples is unques- 
tionably to be referred. 



prmiii The authority of Lorenzo de' Medici in Flo* 

^J^l^^^ rence was not the authority of despotism, but 



. * In reference to this letter of Lorenso, which mi^ 
be found in the Appendix, No. XLV. The king replies 
to Albinoi << Lo con»iglio de detto Mag* Lorenzo, che 
^ abbiamo li occhi ad tutto, e mostramo in alcuna cosa 
M non intendere, 8cc. ci ^ stato gradssimo, per esserer 
<< pnfflentissimo e sapientissimo." 
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that of reason ; and it dierefore became lieces- cb a f^ 
sary, that the measures which he might adopt ^^* . 
should meet wiAi the approbation of the citizens 
at large. He accordingly, without delay, called 
together the principal inhabitants , but had the 
mortification to find that the proposition which 
he laid before them, to afford assistance to 
the king, was received by his hearers with 
general disapprobation ; some exelaidiing against 
him, as being too precipitate in involving the 
republick in dangerous and expensive wars ; 
whilst others condemned the freedom with 
which he opposed the Roman pontiff, and sub-* 
jected himself and his fellow-citizens to those 
ecclesiastical censures, the ill effects of which 
they had so recently experienced. On this 
occasion, Lorenzo was reminded, that the 
Venetians would probably unite with the pope 
in subjugatingthe kingdom of Naples ; in which 
case, the intervention of the Florentines would 
cmly involve them in the same ruin that threat- 
ened the Neapolitan state« The solicitations 
and remonstrances of his fellow-citizens shook 
not the purpose of Lorenzo. Through the 
thick mist of popular fears and prejudices, he 
distinctly saw the beacon of the publick welfare ; 
and the arguments of his adversaries had already 
been anticipated and refuted in his own mind. 
That eloquence which he possessed in so eminent 

a degree 

VOL. II. F 
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fiu A p« a degree was never more successfully exerted ; 
v^* and thereasons that had determmedhisown judg- 
ment were laid before his audience iu a manner 

m 

so impressive, as to overpower all opposition^ 
and induce them unanimously to concur in hb 
opinion. *^ This oration," says Vaiori, ** as 
^^ committed to writing by some of his hearers, 
*' I have myself perused ; and it i& not possible 
^c to conceive any composition more copious^ 
" more degjuit, or mwe convincing^." 

The situation of Ferdinand became every 
day more critical. A general defection of his 
nobility took place. The two brothers of the 
family of the Coppula, one of whom was his 
prime counsellor, and the other the treasurer of 
the kingdom, held a treacherous correspondence 
with his en^nies; and the duke of Calabria, 
who had advanced towards Rome to prevent 
a junction of the pontifical tro(^s with those of 
the insurgents, was totally defei^ted by Sanse* 
verino, and obliged to fly for protection. iiUo the 
territories of Florence. It was matter of gratifi- 
cation to some, and of surprise to all, that the 
very man who, by his sanguinary and tyrannical 
disposition, had a ^ort time before spread terrour 

through 



y Valor* in vita Laur*/u 53. 



LO&EirZO DE' MEDICI. 33 

through the whole extent of Tuscany, should c*h a p. 
now appear as a fugitive at Montepulciano, im-* ^^* 
ploring the assistance of the Florentines, and 
waitin^g the arrival of Lorenzo de^ Medici ; 
who, being prevented by sickness from comply- 
ing with his expectations, despatched two of the' 
principal citizens to assure the duke of the 
attachment of the Florentines to the house of 
Aragon, and of their determination to exert 
themselves to the utmost in its defence. 

The military force of the repuWick, which ^l^ 
seldom exceeded five thousand men, would «'^o" ^^'^e** 

, , the king and 

have rendered small service in the contest, and* the pope. 
k therefore became necessary to resort to other 
expedients. By the pecuniary assistance of the* 
Florentines, the duke of Calabria was again' 
enabled to take the field, and at their instance 
several eminent leaders of Italy engaged in the 
service of the king. The influence that Lorenzo 
possessed with Lodovico Sforza was successfully 
exerted to engage the states of Milan in the' 
same cause. The powerful Roman fkmily of 
the Orsiiii was induced not only to discounte- 
nance the enterprise of the pope, but to appear 
c^nly in arms against him ; and Innocent began 
to dread that the conflagration which he had 
excited, or encouraged, in the kingdom of 
Naples, might extend to his own dominions. 

At 
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c H AP* At the same time Lorenzo de' Medici, having 
VI* still maintained an uninterrupted intercourse 
with the pope, assailed him with tliose argu- 
ments which he knew were best calculated 
to produce their effect* He represented the 
evils and disgrace that must arise to all 
Christendom, from the frequent example set 
by the head of the church, of appealing oa 
all occasions to the sword. He pointed out 
* the improbability that the northern powers 
of Italy would permit the Roman see to annex 
to its dominions, either directly or indirectly, so 
extensive a territory as the kingdom of Naples ; 
and earnestly exhozted the pope not to waste his 
resources, disturb his tranquillity, and endan- 
ger his safety, in a conflict which, at best, could 
only terminate in substituting to the house of 
Aragon some of those fortunate adventurers 
who had led the armies employed in its expul- 
sion. Whether the appearances of hostility 
operated on the fears, or the reasoning of Lo« 
renzo on the judgment of the pope, may remain 
in doubt ; but the ardour with which he engaged 
in the conflict gradually abated, and Sanse- 
verino was left to avail himself .♦^f his own 
courage, and that of the troops under his com- 
mand, without receiving either orders to retire, 
or supplies to enable him to proceed. The 
languor that became apparent between the con- 

tending 
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• 

folding sovereigns seemed to have comimiii- chap. 
eated itself to their armies ; which having met VJ^« 
on the eighth day of May 14869 an encounter 
took place, in which Anmiirato not only ac* 
knowledges^ that not a soldier was slain, but 
diat he had found no memorial that even one of 
the combatants was wounded, though the con- 
test continued for many hours, and only termi- 
nated with the day*. In tibis harmless trial of 
maiscular strengdi, Sanseverino and hisfoUowers 
were, however, forced off the field, and the 
consequences were as decisive as if the contest 
had been of the most sanguinary kind ; for the 
ksig, availing himself of this circumstance, and 
a|)prized by Lorenzo of the favourable alteration 
in the temper of the pope, lost^o time in lay- 
ing before him such propositions for the accom- 
modation of their dispute, as afibrded him an 
•opportunity of declining it with credit tohimsdf, 
and apparent safety to his Neapolitan confede^ 
rates. By the conditions of this treaty, die 
king acknowledged the jurisdiction of the apo- Zfii. 

stolick 



V^^kwAa 



* £cco che nel volersi movere, si venne 1* ottavo 
gicmo di maggio al fatto d' arme ; se merita di fatto 
d' anne haver nome una giornata, nella quale non che 
fosse alcun morto, ma non si fa memoria, che fosse alcutt 
fttito* Ammir^'Tst* Fior* lib* 35«//« 174* 
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c H AF« At the same time Lorenzo de' Medici, having 
v^* still maintained an uninterrapted intercourse 
with tl^ pope, assailed him with those argu- 
ments which he knew were best calculated 
to produce their effects He represented the 
evils and disgrace that must arise to all 
Christendom, from the frequent example set 
by the head of the church, of appealing on 
all occasions to the sword. He pointed out 
• the improbability that the northern powers 
of Italy would permit the Roman see to annex 
to its dominions, either directly or indirectly, so 
extensive a territory as the kingdom of Naples ; 
and earnestly exhorted the pope not to waste hid 
resources, disturb his tranquillity, and endan* 
ger his safety, in a conflict which, at best, could 
only terminate in substituting to the house of 
Ari^on some of those fortunate adventurers 
who had led the armies employed in its expuU 
sion. Whether the appearances of hostility 
c^rated on the fears, or the reasoning of Lo« 
renzo on the judgment of the pope, may remain 
in doubt ; but the ardour with which he engaged 
in the conflict gradually abated, and Sanse- 
verino was left to avail himself tj{ his own 
courage, and that of the troops under his com-* 
mand, without receiving either orders to retire, 
or supplies to equable him to proceed. The 
languor that became apparent between the con- 
tending 
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tettding sovereigns seemed to have cxmuhtmi- chap* 
cated itself to their armies ; which having met v^* 
aa the eighth day of May 1486, an encounter 
took place, in which Aimnirato not only ac* 
knowledges^ that not a soldier was slain, but 
that he had found no memorial that even one of 
die combatants was wounded, thou^ the con* 
test cimtimied for many hours, and only termi» 
nated with the day'. In tibis harmktss trial of 
muscular strengdi, Sanseverino and hisifoliowers 
were, however, forced off the field, and the 
consequences were as decisive as if the contest 
had been ^f the most sanguinary kind ; for the 
king, avaiixng himself of this circumstance, and 
apprized by Lorenzo of the favourable alteration 
in the temper of the pope, losfTio time in lay* 
ing before him such propositions for the accom- 
modation of their dispute, as afforded him an 
opportunity of declining it with credit to himself, 
and apparent safety to his Neapolitan confMe- 
rates. By the conditions of this treaty, llie 
king acknowledged the jurisdiction of the apo- 7^. 

stolick 



* Ecco che nel volersi moverc, &i venne 1* ottavo 
giomo di maggio al fatto d* arme ; se merita di fatto 
d* arme haver nome una giornata, nella quale non che 
fosse alcun tnorto, ma non &i & memoria, che fosse alcutt 
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c fl AP. stoiick see, and agreed to pay to the pope a sti- 
^^* pukted subsidy. Besides which, he engaged to- 
pardon, freely and unconditionally, the nobles - 
who had revolted against him. 

The oppressive conduct of the Italian sove- 
reigns, or the resdess dispositions of their 8ub«- 
jects, seldom admitted of a long cdntinuanoe of 
tranquilltly ; and as Lorenzo had acquired a 
reputation for impartiaiity and moderation, the 
dissaisions that occasionally arose were generally 
submitted to. his decisicKi.' The political con- 
tentions in which the pope was engaged, dis- 
played indeed an ample field for the exercise of 
his talents. Important as the ftivoiir of the 
Roman see might be to the success of his 
labours, it was not preserved without an unre- 
mitting attention to its interests. In the year 
1486, Buccolino Guzzoni, a citizen of Osimo, . 
a part of the papal territories, incited the inha- 
bitants to revolt* The cardinal Giuliano della 
Bovere, afterw^ds Julius IL was despatched by 
die pope to reduce the place to obedience ; but 
threats and entreaties were alike ineffectual, and 
the inhabitans avowed their resolution to sur- 
render the city to the Turks, rather than again 
submit to the authority of the pope. From the 
success of the insurgents, the example began 
to spread through the adjoining districts ; when 

Lorenzo 
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Lorenzo despatched Gentile, bishop of Arezzoi c R a p« 
with instructions to treat with Buccoiino for a ^^* 
reconciliation. What the obstinacy of Bucco- 
iino had refused to the representations of the 
pope, was conceded to those of Lorenzo, under 
whose sanction the terms of the treaty were 
speedily concluded, and Buccoiino accompanied 
the ambassadour of Lorenzo to Florence. Mu- 
ratcM-i informs us, that the artifice by which 
Lorenzo extricated the pope from his turbulent 
adversary, was the timely application of some 
thousands of golden ducats ; and this he accom- 
panies with an insinuation, which, if justly 
founded, would degrade the magnanimous cha- 
racter of Lorenzo to a level with that of his 
sanguinary and treacherous contemporaries. 
" Having invited Buccoiino to Florence," says 
that author, ^^ Lorenzo, with great address, 
'^ prevailed upon him, for his further security, 
" to repair to Milan ; but the security that he 
*^ there found was a halter from the hands of 
«* Lodovico Sforza^*." If, however, the death 
of ' Buccoiino, when the contention was over, 
was of such importance as to induce Lorenzo 
to the commission of so atrocious a crime, it is 

scarcely 



^ Murat. jinn. v. ix. /<• 554* ciu RayntU. AnnaL Ecclea, 



40 THE Llf B or 

CAT A p« scarcely probable that he would have aflbrded 
^^' his victim so favourable an opportunity of 
escaping the blow ; but without having recourse 
to conjecture, a refutation of this calumny may 
be found in an author who, not being consi* 
dered as partial to the Medici, may on this 
occasion be admitted as an authentick witness. 
" After the surrender of Osimo,'* says Machia* 
velli, ^^ Buccolino resided a considerable time at 
" Florence, under the safeguard of Lorenzo^ 
" honoured and respected. He afterwards 
'* went to Milan, where he did not experience 
the same fidelity, having been treacherously 
put to death there by Lodovico Sforza^" 






Capture or Thc rcmoustrances of the Florentines to the 

Genoese, to relinquish tte dominion of Sarzana, 
being yet disregarded, and the peaceable inter- 
vention of the pope and the duke of Milan 
,487. appearing to be inefiectual, Lorenzo prepared 
for a powerful attack ; and not only engaged 
the lords of Piombino, Faenza, Pitigliano, and 
Bologna in his cause, but applied to the king of 
Naples for such assistance as he could afford. 
In his answer to this requisition, Ferdinand con- 
fesses his high obligations to Lorenzo, and 

after 



•» Mac. lib. 8. 
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after lamenting his inability to repay them in a c H a p« 
manner adequate to their importance, promises "^^^ 
to furnish a supply of ships against the Genoese, 
and to give such other aid as the embarrassed 
state of his aifairs would permits The com- 
mand of the army destined to the attack of Sar- 
zana was given to Jacopo Guicciardini, and 
Pictro Vittorio, who, having defeated a body of 
the Genoese, that opposed their progress, began 
the siege of the place. The resistance which 
they met with was, however, more obstinate 
than might have been expected. Impatient of 
Ac delay, Lorenzo resolved to join the army, 
and endeavour by his presence to promote the 
exertions of the commanders, and excite the 
ardour of the soldiery. His exhortations, ad- 
dressed personally to every rank and denomina- 
tion, produced an instantaneous effect : a vigor- 
ous attack was made ; and the citizens, per- 
ceiving no prospect of further succour from the 
Genoese, surrendered at the discretion of the 
conquerors. It is not improbable, that the 
remembrance of the disaster which took place 
on the surrender of Volterra had operated as 
an additional motive with Lorenzo to be present 
at the capture of Sarzana ; however this may 

be, 
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c H A P. be, his conduct was marked with the greatest 
7?' clemency to the inhabitants, and the city was 
received into the protection of the Florentine 
state, to which it was only desirable, as opposing 
a barrier to the incursions of the Genoese^ 
Elated with conquest, the Florentine com- 
manders wished to carry the war into the states 
of Genoa ; but Lorenzo opposed himself to this 
design ; justly conceiving it to be inconsistent 
with the interests of his country and his own 
character to destroy that general equilibrium of 
the Italian states, which his utmost endeavours 
were constandy exerted to maintain. The 
apprehensions entertained by the Genoese were 
productive, however, of consequences as un- 
favourable to their liberties, as any which they 
could have experienced from a hostile invasion* 
To secure themselves from the expected attack, 
they surrendered their states to the duke of 
Milan, probably ivith the intention of again 
asserting their independence as soon as they had 
an opportunity ; an artifice to which they had 
frequently resorted on former occasions'^. 

In the conduct of Lorenzo towards the 
smaller governments in the vicinity of Florence, 

he 



^ Murat* jfnnaU v. ix«y^* 555. 
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he gave a striking instance of prudence and chap. 
moderation. Instead of seeking for pretences v^* 
to subjugate them, he, upon all occasions, Lorea«> pn- 
afibrded them the most efiectual aid in resisting |^,^ 
every effort to deprive them of their independ- •«»««• «f »»■ 
ence. In his estimation, these were the true 
barriers of the Tuscan territory. By the con- 
stant intercourse which he maintained with the 
subordinate sovereigns, and the chief nobility of 
Italy, he was enabled to perceive the first indi- 
cations of disagreement, and to extinguish the 
sparks before they had kindled into a flame. The 
city of Perugia was held by the Baglioni*, CasteUo 
by the Vitelli, Bologna by the Bentivoli, and 
Faenza by the Manfredi ; all of whom resorted 
to him as the umpire of their frequent dissen- 
sions, and their protector from the resentment, 
or the rapacity, of their more powerful neigh- 
bours. Innumerable occasions presented them- 
selves, in which the Florentines might have 
extended the limits of their dominions ; but it 
was uniformly the policy of Lorenzo, rather to 
secure what the state already possessed, than, 
by aiming at more extensive territory, to en- 
danger the whole ; and so fully did he accom- 
plish his purpose, that the acute, but profligate 
Lodovico Sforza, was accustomed to say, " That 
" Lorenzo bad converted into iron ivbat be found 

^^ fabricated 
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CHAP. " fabricated of glass^.^'* The views of Lorenzo 
VJ^« were not, however, limited by the boundaries 
that divide Italy from the rest of Europe. The 
influence of otlier states upon the politicks of 
that country was daily increasing. He had 
therefore, at almost every court, envoys and 
correspondents, on whose talents and integrity 
he had the greatest reliance ; and who gave him 
minute and early information of every circum* 
stance that might affect the general tranquillity. 
By these men, he heard, he saw, he felt every 
motion and every change of the political ma- 
chine, and was often enabled to give it an 
impulse where it was supposed to be far beyond 
the limits of his power. In conducting a nego- 
tiation, all circumstances seemed to concur in 
rendering him successful ; but these were not 
the effects of chance, but of deep and premedi* 
tated arrangement. Knowing the route he had 
to take, the obstacles that might have obstructed 
his progress were cautiously removed, before 
his opponents were apprized of his intentions. 
Hence, as one of the Florentine annalists ex- 
presses it^, he became the balance point of the 

Italian 



« Fabr. in vitd Imut* voL up. 181. 

^ Era venuto I^renzo in tanta riputazione e auto- 
^ rid appresso gli altri principi d'ltalia. Sec, che tutti 

"gli 
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Italian potentates, whose affairs he kept in such c h a p» 
just equilibrium as to prevent the preponderancy ^^\ 
of any particular state. Surrounded as he was 
by ambitious despots, who knew no restraint 
except that of compulsion, or by restless com» 
munities constantly springing up with elastick 
vigour agaipist the hand that pressed them ; it 
was only by unwearied attention that he could 
curb the overbearing, relieve the oppressed, . 
allay their mutual jealousy, and preserve them 
from perpetual contention. By inducing them 
to grasp at unsubstantial advantages, he placed 
in their hands real blessings ; and by alarming 
them with imaginary terrours, averted their steps 
from impending destruction. 

We have already seen, that by the terms of The king of 
the treaty between the pope and the king of fruT^wi 
Naples, Ferdinand was to pay an annual subsidy ^Z^^^ 

to 



" gli Scrittori di que' tempi, e le memorie ancora degli 
^ uomini, che vivono, e che sono vivuti a tempi nostri, 
^ unitamente s' accordano, che, mentre ch' egli visse fu 
^ aempre V ago della bilancia intra i principi predetti, 
<< che mantenne bilanciati gli stati loro, e ai tal maniera 
*^ gli tenne uniti, e ciascuno di essi ristretti dentro a* 
« termini de' loro coniini, che si potette dipoi, dopo la 
*< sua morte, iredere questa veritk detta di sopra," Sec. 

niifi'. de* Mrliy Comment, de* Fatti civile di Fir. 
iidn 3. JUd. Fen. 1782. 
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CHAP, to the Roman see, and was also to grant an 
— ^^\ unconditional pardon to his refractory nobles. 
The latter of these conditions he immediately 
broke, and the other he only adhered to as long 
as he conceived that the pope was able to compel 
its performance. The cruelty and perfidy shewn 
by Ferdinand, in his treatment of the Neapolitan 
nobility, fixes an indelible stain upon his cha- 
racter ; but the operations of the moral worid 
are not less certain than those of the natural, 
and the treachery of Ferdinand brought forth in 
due time its fruits of bitterness. It is true 
indeed, as Muratori well observes, " God does 
** not always repay in this world, nof are his 
" judgments laid open to us ; but if we may on 
" any occasion be allowed to interpret them, it is 
" when they seem to be the retribution of cruelty, 
" In fact, the calamities of Ferdinand werenotlong 
" postponed. The lapse of a few years deprived 
" him of life, and his posterity of the kingdom 
" of Naples. Surely, he can never be worthy 
** to rule over a people, who knows not how to 
" forgive'." 

The refusal of Ferdinand to comply with his 
engagements, again roused the resentment of 

the 



s ^ Certo non sark giammai degno di reggere popoli, 
^'•chi non sa mai perdonare." Murat. Ann. v. in.fi. 556. 
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the pope, the inadequacy of whose temporal c h a,p. 
arms to enforce his pretensions, was supplied by VJ* 
the spiritual terr ours of excommunication. On Pe^ce again 
this occasion, the intervention of Lorenzo de^ 
Medici again became necessary. A long nego- 
tiation ensued, in the progress of which he 
availed himself of every opportunity afforded 
him by the circumstances of the times, the 
.temper of the parties, and his, own credit and 
authority, to prevent the disagreement from 
proceeding to an open rupture. Of his letters 
written in the course of these transactions, some 
are yet preserved, which, whilst they display 
the refined policy and deep discernment of their 
author, demonstrate how assiduously he labour- 
ed to avert the calamities of war. " It appears 
" to me" says he, writing to Lanfredini his con- 
fidential envoy at Rome, who was to lay these 
representations before the pope, ** that his holi- 
" ness must propose to himself one of these three 
" things ; either to compel the king by force to 
" comply with his requisition ; or to compromise 
" matters with him on the . most advantageous 
** terms that can be obtained ; or, lastly, to tern-. 
/* porize till something better may be effected.'* 
He then enters into a full discussion of the diffi- 
culties and dangers that seem likely to attend the 
making an hostile attack on the kingdom of Na- 
ples. He lays before the pope the situation not 

only 
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c H AF. At the same time Lorenzo de' Medici, having 
v^' still maintained an uninterrupted intercourse 
with the pope, assailed him with those argu- 
ments which he knew were best calculated 
to produce their effect. He represented the 
evils and disgrace that must arise to all 
Christendom, from the frequent example set 
by the head of the church, of appealing oo 
all occasions to the sword. He pointed out 
* the improbability that the northern powers 
of Italy would permit the Roman see to annex 
to its dominions, either directly or indirectly, so 
extensive a territory as the kingdom of Naples ; 
and earnestly exhorted the pope not to waste hid 
resources, disturb his tranquillity, and endan* 
ger his safety, in a conflict which, at best, could 
only terminate in substituting to the house of 
AragOD some of those fortunate adventurers 
who had led the armies employed in its expuU 
sion. Whether the appearances of hostility 
(grated on the fears, or the reasoning of Lo« 
renzo on the judgment of the pope, may remain 
in doubt ; but the ardour with which he engaged 
in the conflict gradually abated, and Sanse- 
verino was left to avail himself ^j{ his own 
courage, and that of the troops under his coni'* 
mand, without receiving either orders to retire, 
or supplies to enable him to proceed. The 
languor that became apparent between the con- 
tending 
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lending sovereigns seemed to have conuhimi- cb a f. 
eated itself to their armies ; which having met vi« 
on the eighth day of May 1486, an encounter 
lock place, in wMch Annnirato not only ac- 
knowledges,, that not a soldier was slain, but 
itmt he had found no menotorial that even one of 
the combatants was wounded, though the con- 
test continued for many hours, and only termi- 
nated with the day'. In diis hamdess trial of 
musciilar strengdi, Sanseverino and his foUowers 
were, however, f(»rced off the field, and the 
consequences were as decisive as if the contest 
had been xyf the most sanguinary kind ; £9r die 
king, availing himself of this circumstance, and 
apprized by Lorenzo of the favourable alteration 
in the temper of the pope, lostmo time in lay* 
ing before him such propositions for the accom- 
modation of their dispute, as afforded him an 
•opportunity of declining it with credit to himself, 
and apparent safety to his Neapolitan confede- 
rates. By the conditions of this treaty, the 
king acknowledged the jurisdiction of the apo- 

s^olick 



14M. 



* Ecco che nel volersi moverc, si venne 1* ottavo 
giomo di maggio al fatto d* arme ; se merita di fatto 
d* arme haver none una giomata, nella quale non che 
fosse alcun morto, ma non si ia memoria, che fosse alcuti 
feritQ« jknmir**r8t» Fior. lib. 2$. fi» \74. 
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CHAP. The external concerns of the republick bchig 
^^* thus happily adjusted, and the tranquillity of Italy 
Review of secured, Lorenzo applied himself to the regula- 
meJ^f nL tion of the internal discipline of the Florentine 
state. The government of this city was founded 
on the broadest basis of democratick equality. By 
its fundamental principles, every person who 
contributed by his industry to the support or 
a^randizement of the state, had a right to share 
in the direction of it, either b)' delegating his 
power to others, or in exercising a portion of 
the supreme control, under the suffrages of his 
fellow-citizens. Inactivity was the only circum- 
stance that incapacitated him from the enjoyment 
of political rights. The Florentines, as early 
as the year 1282, had classed themselves into 
distinct bodies, or municipal companies, accord- 
ing to their various professions ; and in order to 
place their government on a truly popular found- 
ation, had determined, that no person should 
be eligible to a publick office, unless he were 
either actually, or professedly, a member of one 
or other of these companies. By tliis regula- 
tion, the nobility were either excluded, from the 

offices 

^< regno, il quale beneBcio noi ne i nostri disceiidenti mai 
" si hanno a scordare." Pet. Lutetii Efu ad Laur. Fab. 
V, ii« /;. 369. These obligations are also warmly acknow- 
ledged by Ferdinand in a letter to Lorenzo himself. 

V. ^fifi. JVo. XLVIH. 
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offices of the state, or, in order to obtain them, chap* 
were obliged to degrade thoi honours of their ^^* 
rank by the humiliating appellation of artizan^. 
From these associated bodies, a certain number 
of members were deputed to exercise the su- 
preme government, in conjunction with an offi- 
cer, whom we have frequently mentioned by 
the name of Gonfaloniere, whose authority was, 
however, subordinate to that of the delegated 
mechanicks, or Priori delle arti^ who continued ^ 
in office only two months, and from three in' 
number, had increased, at various intervals, to • 
six, to eight, and lastly to ten^ This institu^^ 

tion 



^ Et sopra tutto parve, che si havcsse havuto rigu- 
ardo ^ fondar uno stato affatto popolare, non volendo che 
fussono ricevute al govemo persone, che non fussero com- 
prese sotto il nome, e insegpia d' alcuna arte ; eziandio 
che quelle art! non esercitassero ; percioch^ si come non 
stimavano cosa conveniente il levar in tutto il govemo di 
mano de' nobili, cosi giudicavano esser necessario, che 
almeno col nome che prendevano, deponessero parte dell' 
alterigia che porgea loro quella boriosa voce della nobilt^. 

Amndrm 1st. lib. iii. v. u fi* 1 60. 

* The jealous temper of the Florentines, in providing 
for the security of their liberties, is exquisitely satirized 
by their first poet : 

Or ti fa lieta, che tu hai ben onde, 

Tu ricca, tu con pace, tu con senno ; 
S'i' dico 'l ver, V effetto nol nasconde. 

Atene 
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CHAP, tion had^ in the time of Lorenzo de' Medici, 
, v^* subsisted nearly two hundred years, during 
which the office of Gon&loniere had been filled 
by a regular succession of twelve hundred citi- 
zens, who had preserved the digni^ and inde- 
pendence of the republick, and secured to their 
countrymen the exercise of their rights. With 
this laudable jealousy of their own liberties, the 
Florentines did not, like the Romans, from 
whom they derived their origin, exert their pow^ 
er to destroy the liberties of others. They wisely 
» repressed the dangerous desire of subjecting to 
their dominion surrounding states, nor aq>ired 
to the invidious honour of sparing the subser- 
vient and overturning the proud ; and, though 

a com- 



Atcnc, e I^acedemona, che fenno 

L' antichc leggi, e furon s) civili, 
Feccro al viver bene un picciol seoTio 

Verso di te, che fai tanto sottili 

Prowedimcnti ch'a mezzo Novembre 
Non giunge quel, che tu d' Ottobrc fill. 

Quante volte del tempo, che rimcmbre 
Legge, monetA} e afioio, e costume, 
Ha' tu mutato, e rimiovato membre I 

£ se ben ti ricorda, e vedi lume, 

Vedrai te simigUante a quell* infirma, 
Che, non pu6 trovax posa in sulle piume 

Ma con dai* volta suo dolore scheima. 

Gfitnte. Purg» Cant* \u 
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A community of freemen, they were content to c h a r* 
be the first in those accomplishments which the vi« 
fiatterer of Augustus affiscted to despise"". 

There is, however, reason to conjecture, luruaAas 
that the Florentine government, although suffi- VLormo- 
ciently vigorous for internal regulation, was 
inadequate to the exertions of external warfare. 
The hand that may steer a vessel through the 
tranquil ocean, may be unable to direct the helm 
amidst the fury of the storm. It may indeed 
well be conceived, that the delegated magistrates, 
being so extremely limited, as well with respect 
to their number, as to the duration of their 
power, would reluctantly determine on, and 
cautiously engage in measures, which involved 
the welfare, and perhaps the existence of the 
community. Accordingly it appears, that on 
important occasions it was customary for the* 
magistrates to assemble the most respectable 

citizens, 



■" Excudent alii spirantia mollius xra, 

Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus, 
Orabunt caussas melius, coelique meatus 
Describent radio, et surgentia sidera dicent : 
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, mexnentOi 
(Hae tibi erunt artes,) pacique imponere morenii 
Parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos. 
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CHAP. Citizens, from whose advice tliey might derive 
V I. assistance, and by whose countenance they might 
secure themselves from censure. During the 
late dangerous contest, this measure had been 
frequently resorted to, and with such manifest 
advantage, that ](^orenzo, after the restoration of 
thepublick tranquillity, ifecommended, and ob- 
tained the establishment of a body of seventy 
citizens, who, in the nature of a senate, w^ere to 
deliberate and to decide on all the transactions of 
government, as well in the affairs of peace, as 
of war. This institution, for which he might 
have pleaded the example of the Spartan legis- 
lator, was probably intended, not only to give a 
greater degree of stability and energy to the 
government, but to counteract the democratick 
spirit, which was supposed to have risen to a 
dangerous excess", and to operate as a safe- 
guard against an abuse which was certainly the 
destruction of all the free states of antiquity — 
the exercise of the powers of government by the 
immediate interference of the citizens at large. 

At 

" " All free governments," says Hume, very deci- 
sively, *^ must consist of two councils, a lesser and 
" greater; or in other words, of a senate and people." 
" The people," as Harrington observes, " would want 
« wisdom without the senate ; the senate, without the 
" people, would want honesty." 

Idea qf a fierfcct Commonvfealthm 
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At this period the city of Florence was at c b a r. 
its highest degree of prosperity. The vigilance viy 
of Lorenzo had secured it from all apprehensions P'-«perity 

^^ of the 

of extennal attack ; and his acknowledged disin- Florentine 
terestedness and moderation had almost extin- *'**^ 
guished that spirit of dissension for which it had 
been so long remarkable. The Florentines glo- '<«^- 
ried in their illustrious citizen, and were gratified 
in numbering in their body a man who wielded 
in his hands the fate of nations, and attracted 
the respect and admiration of all Europe. Though 
much infepor in population, extent of dominion, 
and military character to several of the other 
states of Italy, Florence stood at this time in the 
first degree of respectability. The active spirit 
of its inhabitants, no longer engaged in hostile 
contentions, displayed itself in the pursuits of 
commerce and the improvement of their manu- 
factures. Equally enterprizing and acute, where- 
ever there appeared a possibility of profit, or of 
fame, they were the first to avail themselves of 
it ; and a Florentine adventurer, though with 
doubtful pretensions, has erected to himself a 
monument which the proudest conqueror might 
envy, and impressed his name upon a new world . 
in characters that are now indelible °. The silk 

and 



o Amerigo Vespucci, who has contended with Co- 
lumbus for the honour of the discovery of America, 

was 
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€ K AP» and hneii fabricks manufactured by the Floren* 
V'* tines were in a great degree wrou^t from thdr 
native productions ; but their wool was inq>orted 
from Expand and from Spain, whose inhabit- 
ants indolently resigned their natural advantages, 

and 

was born at Florence in the year 1451, of a respectable 
family) of Vhlch several individuals had enjoyed the chief 
offices of the republick. The name of Amerigo was at 
Florence a common name of baptism* For an account 
of the controversy that has t^iken place respecting t^ 
pretensions of these eminent navigators, 1 must refer 
to Dr. Robertson's History of America, dook ii« noie 23. 
without, however, approving the severity of his animad- 
versions on the respectable Canonico Bandini, who has 
endeavoured, from original and almost contemporary 
documents,, to support the claims of his countryman^ 
Band, vita di Amerigo Veafim Fhr. 1745. However this 
maybe, it is certain, that about the year 1507, Vespucci 
resided at Seville, with the title of master pilot, and with 
authority to examine all other pilots : for which he had 
a salaiy assigned him ; an employment, as Tiraboscht 
well observes, suitable to a skiliiil navigator, but far betow 
the pretensions of a man who had first discovered tlie 
new continent. This employment, however, afforded 
Vespucci an opportunity of rendering his name im- 
mortal. As he designed the charts for navigation, he 
uniformly denominated that continent by the name of 
America, which being adopted by other mariners and 
navigators, soon became general. Tirab* Storia delta Let. 
ItaL V. 6 fiar* i. p* 192. The memory, of Vespucci is- 
, therefore now secured by a memorial, 

Quod non imber edax, non aquilo impotens 
Possit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
Annorum series^ et fuga temporum. 
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and purchased again, at an extravagant pAtty e h a t". 
their own commodities. In almost every part *^lr^ 
to which the Florentines extended thdr ti^e, 
fliey were fevoured with peculiar privilege*, 
which enabled them to avail themselves of the 
riches they had already acquired ; and the sup^- 
stitious prohibitions of the clergy against usiiry 
were of litde avail against a traffick in which- the 
rich found employment for their weaMi, and tfce 
powerful relief in their necessities. The conscf- 
quence of these industrious exertions Was a 
sodden increase of population in Florence ; 
insomuch that Lorenzo was under the necei^ity 
of applying to the pope, for his permission tb 
build in the gardens of the monasteries witMn 
the walls of the city. By his attention, the 
police was also effectually reformed. A con^i 
temporary author assures us, that there was- no 
pMt of Italy where the people were more regulttf 
in their conduct, or where atrocious crimes were 
less frequent". " We have here,^* says he, 
•* no robberies, no rioctumal commotions, no 
'* assassinations. By night or by day every 
** person may transact his concerns in perfect 
•"safety. Spies and informers are here un.» 
*^ known. The accusation of one is not suSeredF 

"to 



P FMlifipua Redditua Exhort, ad Pet, Med. Laur.Jil. 
inter ofiuac. Joan. Lamii. Delic. Erudit. Flor. 1743« 
VQL. II. i I 
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c H AP, " to affect the safetjr of the many ; 'for it is a 
^^' ** maxim Mrith Lorenzo, that it is better ta confide 
^^ in all than in afev).^^ From the same autho- 
rity we learn, that the due administration of 
justice engaged his constant attention, and that 
he carefully avoided giving rise to an idea, that 
he was himself abov^ the control of the law. 
Where compulsory regulations lost their effect, 
the assiduity and example of Lorenzo produced 
the most salutary consequences,- and banished 
that dissipation which enervates, and that indo- 
lence which palsies society. By forming insti- 
tutions for the cultivation of the ancient lan- 
guages, or the discussion of philosophical truths^ 
by promoting the sciences, and encouraging the 
useful and ornamental art$, he stimulated talents 
into action, and excited an emulation which 
called forth all the powers of the mind. Even 
the publick spectacles, intended for the gratifi- 
cation of the multitude, partook of the polished 
character of the inhabitants, and were conceived 
with ingenuity, and enlivened with wit. The 
prosperity and happiness which the citizens thus 
enjoyed were attributed to their true source, and 
Lorenzo received the best reward of his labours 
in the gratitude of his country. 

^^^ZIT^ Beyond the limits of Tuscany, the character 
«n««- of this illustrious Florentine was yet more emi- 

nently 
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nently conspicuous. The glory of the republick chap. 
appeared at a distance to be concentred in him- v^' 
self. To him, individually, ambassadours were ' 
frequently despatched by the first monarchs of 
Europe ; who, as their concerns required, alter- 
nately courted his assistance or solicited his 
advice^. In the year 1489, when the emperour 
Frederick III. sent an embassy to Rome, he 
directed them to pass through Florence to 
obtain the patronage of Lorenzo ; being, as he' 
said, convinced of his importance in directing tiic 
affairs of Italy. An interchange of kind offices' 
subsisted between this eminent citizen and 
John II. king of Portugal, who was deservedly 
dignified with the appellation of Great, and was 
desirous that the transactions of his life should 
be recorded by the pen of Politiano''. From 

Matteo 



4 C'^toit une chose aussi admirable qu' 6\oiga6e de 
los moeurs, de voir ce citoyen, qui faisait toiijours le 
commerce, vendre d'une main les denr^es du LeTant, 
Sc soutenir de Tautre le fardeau de la republique ; en- 
:retenir des facteurs, & recevoir des ambassadeura ; 
rcsister au pape, faire la guerre & la paix, fetre Toracle 
des princes, cultiver les belles-lettres, donner des spec- 
tacles au peuple, & accueillir tous les scavans -Grecs de 
Constantinople. II ^gala le grand Cosme par ses bienfaits, 
& le surpassa par sa magnificence. 

Volt. £waiy V. u*/U 384* 

r FoL Rpiat. lib. %. Ep. 1, 3. 
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Gil Af. Mattibo Corvlno, whose virtues had raised him 
v^' tothethroiie of Hungary, many letters addressed 
to Lorenxo ,are yet extant, which demonstrate 
not only the warm attachment of that monarch 
to the cause of science and the arts, but his 
esteem and veneration for the man whom he 
considered as their most zealous protector*. As 
the reputation of Lorenzo increased, the assi^ 
duities of Louis XL of France became more 
conspicuous ; and in exchange for professions of 
esteem» which from such a quarter could confer 
no honour, we find him soliciting from Lorenzo 
substantial favours'. The commercial inter- 
course between Florence and Egypt, by means 
of which the Florentines carried on their lucra- 
' tive traffipk in the productions of the east, was 
extended and improved by Lorenzo ; and such 
was the estimation in which he was held by the 
sultan, that, in the year 1487, an ambassadour 
arrived at Florence, bringing with him, as a 
mark of his master's esteem, many singular pre- 
sents 



• 'U.ese letters are preserved in the Palazzo Vecchio^ 
at Florence* ^ilz» xlvii. 

^ A lettBP from Louis XI. to Lorenzo, most earnestly 
cntveating his assistance in promoting the interests of the 
king's favourites in a proposed nominadon of cardinals 
by XiMiocttiit VIIL is preserved in the Palazzo Veccfdo. 

Fiiz. lix. 
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scats of rare animals and viduable conunodkies i c v a r. 
axncmgst the fiormer of which, a camelopardalis v^* 
principally attracted the curiosity of the popu- 
lace^ 

This epoch forms one of those scanty por* Genena 
tions in the history of mankind, on which we of itaiy. 
mi^ dwdl without weeping over the oalamitiesy 
or blushing for the crimes of our species. Ac- 
cordingly, the fancy of the poet, expanding in 
the gleam of prosperity, has celebrated these 
times as realizing the beautiful fiction of the 
golden s^"". This season of tranquillity is the 
interval to which Guicciardini so strikingly ad*- 
verts, in the commencement of his history, as 
being <' prosperous beyond any other that Italy 
*^ had experienced, during the long course of a 
'^ thousand years. WMfen the whole extent of 
<^ that fertile and beautiful country was culti* 
*^ vated, not only throughout its wide plains and 

'' fruitful 



" Of these articles Pietro da Bibbiena, the secretary 
of Lorenzo, gives an inventory to Clarice his wife. 

V. Jfi/i* JVo. XLIX. Fabr^ ii. 337. 

^ From the numerous pieces which allude to this 
period, I shall select the poem of Aurelius (or Lippo) 
Brandolini) De laudihu Laurentii MediciM^ as it is given in 
the Carmina ilbut. PocU ItaL v. ii. ft. 439. A coUection 
now very rarely met with. r. jififi. Ab. L« 
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CRAP. << fruitful vallies, but even amidst its most ste- 
^^* ** ril and mountainous regions ; and under no 
*' control but that of its native nobility and 
^' rulers, exulted, not only in the number and 
^^ riches of its inhabitants, but in the magnifi- 
** cence of its princes, in the splendour of many 
'^ superb and noble cities, and in the residence 
'< and majesty of religion itself. Abounding 
** with men eminent in the administration of 
* '< publick afiairs, skilled in every honourable 
** science and every useful art, it stood high in 
<^ the estimation of forei^ nations. Which 
*' extraordinary felicity, acquired at many dif- 
<< ferent opportunities, several circumstances 
" contributed to preserve ; but amongst the rest, 
<< no small share of it was, by general consent,. 
" ascribed ' to the industry and the virtue of 
** Lorenzo de* Medici ;'*a citizen, who rose so 
" fer beyond the mediocrity of a private station, 
" that he regulated by his counsels the afiairs of 
** Florence, then more important by Its situation, 
" by the genius of its inhabitants, and the promp- 
" titude of its resources, than by the extent of 
^< its dominions ; and who, having obtained the 
*^ implicit confidence of the Roman pontiff 
" Innocent VIII. rendered his name great, and 
^' his authority important in the affairs of Italy. 
*^ Convinced of the perils that might arise, both 
^^ to the Florentine republick and to himself, if 

" any 
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any of the more powerful states should be chap. 
allowed to extend their dominions, he used v^* 
every exertion that the affairs of Italy might 
^* be so balanced, that there should be no incli- 
nation in favour of any particular state ; a cir- 
cumstance which could not take place without 
the permanent establishment of peace, and 
the minutest attention to every event, how- 
ever trivial it might appear/' Such are the 
representations of this celebrated historian. It is 
only to be regretted that these prosperous days 
were of such short duration* Like a momentary- 
calm that precedes the ravs^s of the tempest^ 
they were scarcely enjoyed before they were 
past. The fabrick of the publick happiness, 
erected by the vigilance, and preserved by the 
constant care of Lorenzo, remained indeed firm 
and compact during the short remainder of his 
days ; but at his death it dissolved like the work 
of enchantment, and overwhelmed for a time in 
its ruins even the descendants of its founder. 
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Different progress of Italian and classical 
literature — Latin writings ofDante^ Petrarca^ 
and Boccaccio — Effects produced by them — 
Emamuel Cbrysoloras — Consequences of im- 
provement — Progress of the Laurentian Libra- 
ty — Introduction of printing in Florence — 
Early editions of the classick authors — Politia- 
no corrects the Pandects of Justinian — Mis- 
cellanea of Politiano — His controversy with 
Merula— Establishment of the Greek academy 
at Florence — Joannes Argyropylus — Demetri- 
us Chalcondyles — English scholars at Florence 
— Political importance obtained by men of learn- 
ing-^Florenpne secretaries — Bartolommeo Sea- 
la — His controversy with Politiano — Learned 
statesmen in other governments of Italy — Men 
of rank devote themselves to study — Pico of 
Mirandtda — Learned vjomen — Alessandra Sea - 
la — Cassandra Fidelis — Result of thcMttention 
shown to classical learning'— Translations--^ 
Italian writers of Latin poetry — Landino — 
Ugolino and Michael Ferini — Other Latin 
poets of the fifteenth century — Character of the 
Latin poetry of Politiano — General idea of the 
state of literature in Florence in the latter part 
of the fifteenth century. 

YOL. II. K 
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Of the Hnprovement that took iplftce in llle 
Italian lang;u8ge in die foort^ienth century, 
cf its rapid and unexpected decline in that 
which succeeded, and of its T^storation'nndi^ 
tfie auspices of Lorenzo ^e* Medici, soOie 
account lias already been ^ven ; but in tracing 
the history of the revival and prc^;ress of the 
ancient languages, we shall find, that as they 
were influenced by other causes, they neither 
flourished nor declined with the study of the 
aational tongue. On the contrary, a daily pro* 
ficiency 



lrarc»,and 
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c H A r. ficiency was made in classical literature, at the 
^^^i* very time that the Italian language was again 
sinking into barbarism and neglect; and &e 
former advanced, by a gradual but certain 
progress, towards that perfection which the lat- 
ter suddenly and unexpectedly attained, from 
the causes to which we have before adverted. 

Lttin wri. jjj assigning the reason for this remarkable 

DMite. Pi^ distinction, we must again recur to the times of 
Dante, of Petrarca, and of Boccaccio ; and 
observe the effects produced by the exertions of 
those great men, whose talents throw a lustre 
over a period which would otherwise be invcdved 
in total darkness. In estimating their labours, 
vrt shall find that their various attempts to reduce 
into form their native language, and to revive 
the study of the ancient tongues, were not only 
attended with different degrees of success, but 
were followed by consequences precisely the re- 
verse of those which miglrt have been expected* 
With whatever justice Petrarca and Boccaccio 
might, in their own days, have boasted of their 
voluminous productions in the Latin tongue, the 
increasing applause bestowed on their Italian 
writings soon obscured their fame as Latin 
authors ; and they are indebted fortheir present 
celebrity to works which they almost blushed to 
own, and were ashamed to communicate to each 

other. 



LORXNZO DE' MEDICI. 69 

other*. The different merits of their Latin chap. 
and their Italian compositions were, however, ^^^' 
soon appreciated; and whilst the latter were 
duly rising in the estimation of the world, the 
former lost a great share of their reputation 
before the close of the succeeding century. 
<^ It is not to be denied,'* says a very judicious 
critick of that period^, ** that both Dante and 
«' Petrarca were warm admirers of the ancients ; 
'^ but the Latin writings of Dante, like a picture 
^* that has lost its colour, exhibit little 'more 
<« than an outline. Happy indeed had it been, 
^' had this author been enabled to convey his 
*^ sentiments in Latin, as advantageously as he 
^' has done in his native tongue. The numerous 

• " works 



* The Decamerone of Boccaccio was not communi*- 
cated to Petrarca till many years after it was written 
{Manfdj Hlu9t. del Boccaccio^ ft. 639.) ; and Petrarca him- 
self confesses, that the reception of his Italian wridngs 
was fiur more fatourable than he expected. 

S'io avessi pensato che si care, 
Fosnn le voci de' sospir miel in rima, 
Fatte 1' avrei dal sospirarmio prima, 
In numero pi& spesse, in stil pid rare* 

Son. 353^ 

^ FauhiM CortenWjDt HondnidyMdoetUyp^r* £d.Fhr» 
1734. 
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vyorks of Fetrarca, the offspring of fhat soli- 
tude in which lie delighted, are lasting monu- 
ments of his industry and his talents. Ybt 
his style is harsh, aiKl scarcely bean the 
character of Latinity . His Mrritings are indeed 
full of thought, but defeK^tive in expression, 
and display the marks of labour without the 
polish of elegance ; but as we sometimes take 
a potion, not for the sake of gratification, but 
of health, so from < theses writings we must 
expect to derive utility ratl^er than amuse- 
ment. Rude as they are, they possess, how- 
ever, some secret charm which renders them 
engaging. The distinguished talents of Boc- 
caccio sunk under the pressure of the general 
malady. Licentious and inaccurate in his 
diction, he has no idea of selection. All his 
Latin writings are hasty, crude, and unin- 
formed. He labours with thought, and 
stru^les to give it utterance ; but his senti- 
ments find no adequate vehicle, and the 
lustre of his native talents is obscured l^ the 
depraved taste of the times." Whilst such 
was the fate of the Latin productions of these 
authors, their Italian writings were the objects 
rather of adoration than applause. No longer 
confined to the perusal of the closet, and the 
gratification of an individual, the poems of Dante 
and of Petrarca were read in publick assemblies of 

the 
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die inhabitants of Florence, and their beauties c h a p# 
pointed out, or their obscurities illustrated, by ^^^* 
the most eminent scholars of the time. No 
aooner was the art of printing discovered, than 
copies of them were multiplied with an avidity 
which demonstrates the high esteem in which 
they were held. Even the prolix annotaticms 
with which these early editions were generally 
accompanied, if they do not for the most part 
display the talents of the critick, are a proof of 
the celebrity of the author. This observation is 
not, however^ applicable to the commentary of 
Dante by Landino, who, with a laudable per- 
severance, has preserved the remembrance of 
many historical facts, and related many circum* 
stanbes indispensably necessary to the explana- 
tion of the Dimna Commedia. His industry in the 
execution of a task so grateful to his countrymen, 
was rewarded by the donation of a villa, or 
residence, on the hill of Casentino, in the vici- 
nity of Florence, which he enjoyed under the 
sanction of a publick decree. Whilst the anno • 
tator was thus compensiated, the exiled poet was, 
upwards ofa century after his death, restored to 
his family honours, with the same formalities as 
if he had been still living ; his descendants were 
permitted to enjoy the possessions of their illus- 
trious ancestor, and his bust, crowned with 
laurels, was raised at the publick expense. 
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CHAP. It might then have been expected, that the 
▼^* successful efforts of these authors to improve 

sActpnMfe. their native tongue would have been more eflfec- 
tual than the weak, though laudable attempts 
made by them to revive the study of the ancient 
languages; but it must be remembered, that 
they were all of them men of genius, and genius 
assimilates not with the character of the age« 
Homer and Shakspeare had no imitators, and 
are no models. The example of such talents is 
perhaps, upon the whole, unfavourable to the 
general progress of improvement; and the 
superlative abilities of a few have more than 
once damped the ardour of a nations But if 
the great Italian authors were iniOLtable in the 
productions of their native language, in )dieir 
Latin writings they appeared in a subordinate 

character. 



^ Dopo la ntorte di Cicerone « di Vergtlio due chk 
rissinu ^ecchi della ling^ Latina, coinincii il modo dello 
scrivere Romanamentei cosl in versi cofne in prosa, a 
mutarai k, variare da se medesimo, e andi tanto di mano 
in mano peggiorandot che non era quasi piik quel desso. 
II medesimo n^ pid nh meno awenne nella lingua fioren- 
tina; perche spenti Dante, il Petrarca, e'l Boccaccio, 
comincio a variare e mutarsi il modo e la guisa del favel- 
lare e dello scrivere fiorentinamente, e tanta ando di t«y?i > 
in peggio che quasi non si riconosceva pii, &c. 

VarM V ErcoUmo^ voU u p. 83. Ed. Fadwa 
1744. 
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character. Of the labours of the ancients, chap. 
enough had been discovered to mark the decided v^^* ^ 
difference between their merits and those of 
their modern imitators ; and the applauses be- 
stowed upon the latter were only in proportion to 
the degree in which they approached the models 
of ancient eloquence. This competition was 
therefore eagerly entered into ; nor had the 
success of the first revivers of these studies 
deprived their followers of the hope of surpass- 
ing them**. Even tlie early part of the fifteenth 
century produced scholars as much superiour to 
Petrarca, and his coadjutors, as they were to the 
monkish compilers, and scholastick disputants, 
who immediately preceded them ; and the la- 
bours of Leonardo Aretino, Gianozzq Manetti, 
Guarino Veronese, and Poggio Bracciolini, pre- 
pared the way for the still more correct and 
classical productions of Politiano, Sannazaro, 
Pontano, and Augurelli. The declining state of 

Italian 



^ Difiicilis in perfecto mora est ; naturaliterque qtiod 
procedere noD potest, recedit. £t, ut primo ad conse- 
qucndos, quos priores ducimus, accendimur ; ita ubi aut 
pncteriri aut xquari eos posse desperavimus, studium cum 
spe senescit ; et quod adsequi non potest, sequi desinit : 
praeteritoque eo in quo eminere non possimus, aliquid in 
quo nitamur conquirimu»« Fellcius Patcrc* Ub. u cafi. 17* 

VOL. II. JL 
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CHAP. Italian literature, so far then from being incon- 
vi^> sistent with, was rather a consequence of the 
proficiency made in other pursuits, which, whilst 
they were distinguished by a greater degree o[ 
celebrity, demanded a more continued attention, 
and an almost absolute devotion both of talents 
and of time. 

fmamiei Whatever may have been the opinion in more 

loTM. modern times, the Italian scholars of the fifteenth 
century did not attribute to the exertions of their 
own countr}'^men the restoration of ancient learn* 
ing. That they had shown a decided predi- 
lection for those studies, and had excited an 
ardent thirst of further knowledge, is univer- 
sally allowed ; but the source from which that 
thirst was allayed, was found in Emanuel Chry- 
soloras, who, after his return to his native 
country from his important embassies, was pre- 
vailed upon by the Florentines to pay a second 
visit to Italy, and to fix his residence among 
them. The obligations due to Chr}'^soloras 
are acknowledged in various parts of their 
works, by those who availed themselves of his 
instructions ; and the gratitude of his inmiediate 
hearers was transfused into a new race of scholars, 
who by their eulogies on their literary patriarch, 
but much more by their own talents, conferred 

honour 
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honour upon his memory^. On his arrival in c h ap. 
Italy in the character of an instructer, he was ^^^v 
accompanied by Demetrius Cydonius, another 
learned Greek. The ardour with which they 

were 



* Chrysoloras died at CoBstance, when the councU 
was held there in 1415. A volume^ consisting of eulogies 
upon him, lately existed in the monastery at CamaldolL 
{Zeno. Diss. Vbss.'v* u fi* 214.) Poggio and Eneas Syl- 
yius (Pius II«) each of them honoured him with an epi* 
taph. In the latter the merit of having been the reviver 
of both Greek and Latin literature^ is explicitly attributed 
to him* 

Ille ego, qui Latium priscas imitarier artes, 
Explosis docui semionum ambagibus, et qui 
Eloquium magni Demosthenis et Ciceronis 
In lucem retuli, Chrysoloras nomine notus. 
Hie situs emoriens, peregrina sede, quiesco, Sec. 

. Hod* de Gr4ec» illtut. fi* 24« 

Janus Pannonius, a scholar of Guarino Veronese, 

(for whose history and unhappy fate, v. Faleriamu De in» 

felicitate Uteratorunif) in an elegant Latin panegyrick on 

his preceptor, also pays a tribute of respect to the Greek 

scholar : 

Vir fiiit hie patrio Chrysoloras nomine dictus^ 
Candida Mercurio quern Calliopxa crearat, 
Nutrierat Pallas : nee solis ille parentum 
Ciarus erat studiis, sed rerum protinus omnem 
JNaturam magna complexus mente tenebat. 

Jard PannonSi Quingueccleaienn^ Eftiae* Paneg* ad 

Ouar^ Fer* pr^cefitorem mum afim Frobeniunu 

JBoHl. 1518. yk. II. 
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CHAP, were received by the Italian schdlai^ m^ be 
^^^* conjectured from a letter of Coluccio Salutati to 
Demetriu^, on his landing at Venice^ ^' I re- 
<^ joicenotsomuch/' says he, ^Mn the honour 
" I receive from your notice, as for the interests 
<* of literature. At a time when the study of 
<< the Greek language is nearly lost, and the 
'* minds of men are wholly engrossed by ambi- 
" tion, voluptuousness, or avarice, you appear 
^^ as the messengers of the Divinity, bearing the 
*^ torch of knowledge into the midst of our 
** darkness. Happy indeed shall I esteem my- 
<^ self, (if this life can afford any happiness to a 
^^ man to whom tomcHrow wiU bring the close 
" of his sixty-fifth year,) if I should by your 
" assistance imbibe those principles from which 
' <^ all the knowledge which this country posses- 
** ses is wholly derived. Perhaps, even yet, the 
<< example of Cato may stimulate me to devote 
<' to this study the little that remains of life, and 
** I may yet add to my other acquirements, a 
** knowledge of the Grecian tongue.'' 

conMqoencet jf yye advcrt to thc ul^ht of thlck darkness 

of improve* *^ 

nMot. in which the world had been long enveloped, 

we 



I 



' Mehua^ in vita Jlmb. Trarv. p. 356. This early vi- 
siter has escaped the researches of Dr« Hody* 

Dt Grac. Illutt. 



LORENZO DX' HIDICI. 77 

vpe may easiljr conceive the sensations that took c h ▲ p« 
place in the minds of men when the gloom v" * 
began to disperse, and the spectres of false 
aoienoe, by turns fantastick and terrifick, gave 
way to the distinct and accurate £orm^ of nature 
and of truth* The Greeks who viskcd Italy in. 
the early part of the fifteenth century, if l^y 
did not diffuse a thorough knowledge of their 
language, and of those sciences which they- 
exclusively possessed, at least prepared a safe 
asylum for the muses and the arts, who had. 
long trembled at the approach, and at length 
fled before the fierce aspect of Mahomet II. 
From that period a new order of things took 
place in Italy ; the construction of language 
was investigated on philosophical principles; the 
maxims of sound criticism began to supplant 
the scholastick subtilties which had perverted 
fi3r ages the powers of the human mind ; and 
men descended from their fiincied eminence 
among the regions of speculation and hypothesis, 
to tread the earth witfi a firm foot, and to gain 
the temple of feme by a direct, though laborious 
path* 

The establishment of publick libraries in Progrewof 
different parts of Italy, whilst it was one of the tian Librmry. 
first consequences of this striking predilection 
for the works of the ancients, became in its 

turn 
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c H AP« turn the active cause of further improvement. 
^^^' To no description of individuals is the world 
more indebted, than to those who have been 
instrumental in preserving the wisdom of past 
ages, for the use of those to come, and thereby 
giving, as it were, a general ^ensorium to the 
human race. In diis respect great obligations 
are due to the venerable Cosmo*. From the 
intercourse that in liis time subsisted between 
Florence and Constantinople, and the long visits 
made by the Greek prelates and scholars to 
Italy, he had the best opportunity of obtaining 
the choicest treasures of ancient learning ; and 
the destruction of Constantinople may be said to 
have transferred to Italy all that remained of 
eastern science**. After the death of Cosmo, 

his 

s Bandinij Lettera 9oftra i firindfij^ Ufc* dtUa BibHotecm 
Laurenziana* Firm 1773- 

^ The library of S. Marco, which, as we have before 
related, was founded by Cosmo, with the books collected 
by Niccolo Niccoli, and augmented at his own expense, 
was, in the year 1454, almost buried in ruins by an 
earthquake, that continued at intervals for nearly forty 
days, during which several persons lost their lives. 
Cosmo,, however, not only restored the building to its 
former state, but raised the ceiling, so as to admit of a 
more extensive collection. At the same time a new 
arrangement of the manuscripts took place, and the Greek 
and Oriental works were formed into a class distinct fronr 
the Latin. Mehua in vitd Amb. Trav^p* 66. 73. 
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his son Fiero pursued with steady perseverance chap* 
the same object, and made important additions v^^* 
to the various collections which Cosmo had 
begun, particularly to that of his own family \ 
But although the ancestors of Lorenzo laid 
the foundation of the immense collection of 
manuscripts, since denominated the Laurentian 
Library, he may himself claim the honour of 
having raised the superstructure* If there was 
any pursuit in which he engaged more ardently 
and persevered more diligently than the rest, it 

was 



^ The manuscripts acquired by Plero de' Medici are 
lor the most part highly ornamented with miniaturesi 
gilding) and other decorations, and are distinguished by 
Xhcjleura de lya. Those collected by Lorenzo are marked 
not only with the Medicean arms, but with a laurel 
branch in allusion to his name, and the motto semper 
When we advert to the immense prices wttich were given 
for these works, and the labour afterwards employed on 
them, they may be considered as the most expensive 
articles of luxury. A taste for the exterior decoration of 
books has lately arisen in this country, in the gratification 
of which no small share of ingenuity has been displayed ; 
but if we are to judge of the present predilection for 
learning by the degree of expense thus incurred, we must 
consider it as greatly inferiour either to that of the Romans 
during the times of the first emperours, or of the Italians 
in the fifteenth century. And yet it is perhaps difficult 
to discover, why a favourite book should not be as proper 
an object of elegant ornament, as the head of a cane, the 
hilt of a sword, or the latchet of a shoe. 
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CHAP, was that of enlarging his collection of booid 
^^^* and antiquities. ** We need not wonder/* says 
Niccolo Leoniceno, writing to Politiano*^, " at 
** your eloquence and your acquirements, when 
" we consider the advantages which you derive 
^' from the favour of Lorenzo de' Medici, the 
•* great patron of learning in this age ; whose 
** messengers are dispersed throughout every 
« part of the earth, for the purpose of collecting 
^^ books on every science, and who has spared 
*' no expense in procuring for your use, an<jl: 
^^ that of others who may devote themselves to 
'^ similar studies, the materials necessary for 
" your purpose. I well remember the glorious 
** expression .of Lorenzo, which you repeated 
" to me, that he wished the diligence of Pico 
" and yourself would afford him such oppor- 
*' tunities of purchasing books, that his fortune 
" proving insufficient, he might pledge even his 
** furniture to possess them," Acting under 
the influence of such impressions, we cannot 
wonder at the progress made by Lorenzo, in 
which he derived great assistance from Hiero- 
nymo Donate, Ermolao Barbaro, and Paolo 
Cortesi ; but his principal coadjutor was Poll- 
tiano, to whom he committed the care and 
arrangement of his collection, and who made 

excursions 

, ^ FoUt. MiiUt. lib. ii. Bp. 7. 
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excursions at intervals llirough Italy, to discover chap; 
amd purchase such remauis of autiquity, as suited v^^* 
die purposes of his patron ^ Two joumies^ 
uidertaken at the instance of Lorenzo, into 
the east, by Giovanni Lascar, produced a great 
number of rare and valuable works. On his 
return from his second exj^edition, he brought 
with him about two huindred copies, many of 
which he had procured from a monastery. at 
Mount Athos ; but this treasure did not arrive, 
till after the death of Lorenzo, who in his last 
moments expressed to Politiano and Pico, his 
regret that he could not live to complete the 
coilectfon which he was forming, for their 
aeeommodation". Stimulated by the example 

of 



1 Of the vigilance of Politiano in these pursuits, we 
have the most explicit evidence, in a letter from him to 
LfOrenzo, first published by Fabroni, vrhich may justify 
the forcible remark of that author on the literary agents 
of LoreiMoii ^ Porro ipsos vemticos canes dixisses, its . 
^ odorsftxantiur omnia 8c pervestigabant, ut ubi quidque 
^ rarum osset, aliqua ratione invenirent atque compa- 

"rarent*" 

Fabr* invito Laur. v.uft» 153* ^^fip* J^o. LL 

»Non nihil etiam tunc quoque jocatus nobiscum, 
qiun utrosque intuens nos ; Vellem, ait, distulisset me 
aaltem mora hsc ad eimi diem quo vestram plane 

absoluUaeib* Fol* JSfi* Ub. iv« Efi* 3* 



▼OL. II. 
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CHAP, of Lorenzo, other emin^it patrcms of learning 
v^^* engaged in the same pursuit. Those who par- 
ticularly distinguished themselves were Mattia 
Corviuo king of Hungary, and Federigo duke of 
Urbino , to both of whom Lorenzo gave per- 
mission to. copy such of his manuscripts as they 
wished to possess ; nothing being more conso- 
nant to his iMentions than to diflfuse the spirit 
of literature as extensively as possible. - * 

Introduction Thc ucwly dlscovcrcd art of printing contri- 
Fioreiice. butcd also iu an eminent degree, to accelerate 
the progress of classical literature. This art 
was practised very early in Florence, and some 
of the Florentine authors have ev.en been desirous 
of conferring on one of their countrymen the 
merit of its invention ° ; but this acute people 
have too many well-founded clsums on the 
gratitude of posterity, to render it necessary 
for them to rely on doubtful commendation. 
It is, however, certain, that whilst Venice 
solicited the assistance of Nicolas Jensen, a 
native of France, and Rome began to practise 
the art under the guidance of the two German 

printers, 



T-*' 



° PoL Efi. lib. ill. £/i. 6. Fakr. in vitd Lour. v. i. 
*p. 114. 

« Mannij dclla prima firomulgazione de' lAbri in Firenzem 
Fir. 1761. ' 



\ 
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printers, Sweynheym and Pannartz, Florence chap. 
jbund amongst her own citizens an artist equal ^^^* 
to the task. Taking for his example the inscrip- 
tions on the ancieht Roman seals'", or more 
probably stimulated by the success of his con- 
temporaries, Bernardo Cennini, a Florentine 
goldsmith, formed the matrices of his letters in 
steel ; by means of which, with the assistance of 
his two sons, Domenico and Piero, he began in 
the year 1471 to print the works of Virgil, with 
the commentary of Servius, which he published 
at Florence in the following year^^. 

Lorenzo 



P Manniy deila firima firomulgazione de* Libri in Fi- 
renze^ p. 3. Fir* 1761. 

^ At the close of the Bucolicks in this edition, is th 
following inscription : 

AD LKCTORSH 

Fiorentia tiu Idu9 M/vembres 

MCCCGLXXI* 

BernarduB Cenninus Aurifex omnium judicio praestan- 
tissimus & Dominicus ejus F* egregis indolis adolescens: 
expressis ante calibe caracteribus, ac deinde fusis Uteris, 
volumen hoc primum impresserunt. Petnis Cenninus 
Bernard! ejusdem F. quanta potuit cura & diiigentia 
emendavit, ut cemis* FlorentinU ingenii* nil ardtd eat. 
And at the close of the volume is- another inscriptioiit 
with the date of October 1472. 



aotbon. 
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tUAT. Loren2o de' Medici saw the importance of 
_JHl_ a discovery, which had been wanting to the 
Early edi. t^ompletion x>f thc generous views of his ances- 
d^ick tors, dnd availed himself of it with a degree of 
earnestness which suficientlf shows the motive^ 
by which he was actuated. At Ins instigation, 
several of the Italian scholars were induced to 
bestow their attention, in collating and correct- 
ing the manuscripts of the ancient authors, in 
order that they might be submitted to the press 
with the greatest possible accuracy. In the dia* 
logues of Landino, published by him under the 
name of Disputatianes Camaldtdenses^ to which 
we have had occasion to refer% that author has 
devoted his third and fourth books to a i^itical 
dissertation on the works of Virgil, particularly 
with a view of explaining such parts as are 
supposed to contain an allegorical sense ; but 
he soon afterwards performed a much more 
grateful office to the admirers of the Roman 
poet, by correcting the errours with which his 
works abounded, and endeavouring to restore 
thenii^to their original purity. In the proem to 
this work, which he has inscribed to Piero de' 
Medici, the son of Lorenzo, he recapitulates 
the favours which the ancestors of his patron 

have 



^ Vol. up. 140. 
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liave bestowed on men of learnings and parti- o h af« 

cularly recommends to his imitation^ in this vix> 

req)ect, the example of his father. He adverts 

-to the assassination of Ginliano de^ Medici, and 

attributes the preservation of Lorenzo, 4it that 

critical juncture, to hts own coari^ and nag- 

jnmimi^'. Returning to his immediate siibfect^ 

he thus, proceeds: *' In my dialogues of Carnal- 

^^ doli, I have jgivena philosophical comment on 

*^ die works of Viigil. I now mean to perform 

<< ihe office of a grammarian and critick on tibis 

^^ author. In my former attempt, as the sub* 

^^ ject is of more dignity, I have introdueed your 

*^ father as one of the disputants } but these 

*^ observations^ which i^e intended to inculcate a 

^< knowledge of the Latin language, I consider as 

^* more properly addressed to ayoungmanof your 

^^ promising talents and cultivated understand- 



• ^ Dabis, suavisftime Petre, hoc in loco rogand mihi 
<< veiiiam,si barbaricamUlam) & omnium sceleratisaimam 
** ac Bine exemplo con|uratioiiem silentio prasterierini : 
*^ qua in templo marmoreo inter sacra aolemnia & Julianus 
^ frater sxvissime trucidatus, et ipse Laureptius, inter 
<< strictos, et undique eum petentes gladios jam jam 
** casurus, its elapsus est, ut non humano, sed divine 
<< atfxilio, et sua animi pnestantia, qus audacissimum 
^ quemque terrere poterat, de manu inimicorum eteptas 
^ videatur*'* Band. Sfiee. Ut. Flor. v. i.fi. 3SS. 
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CHAP. ^^ ing'.^' In the year 1482, Landino published 
▼n« also an edition of the works of Horace, with 
numerous corrections and remarks, which h^ 
inscribed to Guido da Fdtri, the son of Fede- 
rigo, duke of Urbino", to whom he had dedi- 
cated, in terms of the highest commendaticn 
and respect, his Disputatiancs Camaldulehses. 
Landino was one of the first scholars who, afier 
the revival of letters, devoted himself to the 
important task of restoring and elucidating these 
favourite authors, and his labours were received 
with unbounded applause. Of his obaervatiofls 
on Horace considerable use has been made by 
many subsequeM editors. On their publication, 
Politiano accompanied them with the fcdlowing 
ode, not unworthy of the poet whose praises it 
is intended to celebrate "" : 

AD 



« Band. S/iec. Lit. Flor. v. u p. 225. 

'^ Imfirc99um fier Antonium MtBconiinunij FhrentiJt^ anno 
SalutU MCCccLxxxii nonit jfuguatu These commentaries 
were republished at Venice, fier Joannnn de ForUvio ^ 
Socio9j in the following year, and several subsequent 
editions have taken place. 

^ This ode is not printed in the works of Politiano, 
and is very inaccurately given by Bandini. Sfiec. JaU 
Flor. It is here republished from the edition of Horace 
by Landino, Vtn. mcccclxzxiii. 
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CR AF, 
VII, 



AD HORATIUM FLACCUM. 

Vates Threicio blandior Orpheo^ 
Seu malis fidibus sistere lubricos 
Amnesy seu tremulo ducere pollice 
Ipsis cum latebris feras ; 

Vates Aeolii pectinis arbiter. 
Qui princeps Latiam soUicitas chelyn, 
Nee segnis titulos addere noxiis 
Nigro carmine frontibus ; 

Quis te a barbaric a coropede vindicat ? 
Quis fronds nebulam dispulit, et situ 
Deterso, levibus restituit choriS) 
Curata juvenem cute ? 

O quam nuper eras nubilus, et malo 
Obductus senioy quam nitidos ades 
Nunc vultus referens, docta fragrantibus 
Cinctus tempora fioribus ! 

Talem purpureis reddere solibus 
Laetum pube nova post gelidas nives 
Serpentem, positis exuviis> solet 
Vemi temperies poli* 

Talem te choreis reddidit et Lyrae 
Landinus, Teterum laudibus smulus, 
Qualis tu solitus Tibur ad uvidum 
Blandam tendere barbiton. 

Nunc te delioiiS) nunc decet et levi 
Laacivire joco» nunc puerilibua 
Insertum thyasis, aut fide garrulty 
Inter ludere yirgines* 



Poet, 
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CHAP. Poet, than whom the bard of Thrace 
VII* Ne'er knew to touch a sweeter string ; 

O whether from their deep recess 

The tenants of the wilds thou bring, 
With all their shades ; whether thy strain 

Bid listening rivers cease to flow ; 
Whether with magick verse thou stidn 

A lasting blot on vice's brow ; 
Poet ! who first the Latian lyre 

To sweet Eolian numbers Strang ! 
When late repressed thy native fire. 

When late impervious glooms o'erhung 
Thy front ; O say, what hand divine 

Thy rude barbarick chains unbound, 
And bade thee in new lustre shine, 

Thy locks with vernal roses crowned ? 
Aa when in spring's reviving gleam 

The serpent quits his scaly slough, 
Once more beneath the sunny beam, 

In renovated youth to glow ; 
To thy lov'd lyre, and choral throng. 

Landing thus their poet brings ; 
Such as thy Tibur heard thy i&ong, 

Midst her cool shades and gushing springs* 
Again with tales of whispered love, 

With sprightly vrit of happiest Tcin, 
Through bands of vine-crown'd youths to rdtei 

Or sport amidst the virgin train. 

It is greatly to the credit of Politiano that these 
verses were addressed to the person who was his 
most formidable rival in those studies to which he 

had 
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had particularly devoted his talents. In restoring chap. 
to their original purity the ancient authors, he v^^» 
was himself indefatigable ; and if to the munifi- 
cence of Lorenzo de' Medici we are to attribute 
the preservation of many of these works, Poli- 
tiano is perhaps entitled to our equal acknow- 
ledgments for his elucidations and corrections 
of the text, which, from a variety of causes^ 
was frequently unintelligible^, illegible, or cor- 
rupt. In the exercise of his critical talents, ht 
did not confine himself to any precise method, 
but adopted such as he conceived best suited 
his purpose ; on some occasions only comparing 
difierent copies, diligentiy marking the varia- 
tions, rejecting spurious readings, and substi- 
tuting the true. In other cases he proceeded 
further, and added Scholia and notes illustrative 
of the text, either from his own conjectures, or 
the authority of other authors "^^ Besides the 

advantages 



^ In the edition of Cato, Varro, and Columella, 
published at Paris, ex offl Rob, Sie/thaniy 1543, with the 
corrections of Pet. Victorins, that excellent critick thus 
adverts to the labours of Politiano : ^ Non exemplar 
^ ipsum semper consulul, sed habui excusos formis 
*^ libros, quos cum antiquis illis Jingelua PolUianus studiose 
*^ olim contulerat, eosque, quantum mihi commodum 
^ fuit, pertractavi ; illi enim quoque publici sunt. 
<< Eruditissimi igitur viri labor, magno me labore levavit ; 

w qui 

VOL. II. N 
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c R A r « advantages which he derived from various copies 
y^^-* of the same work, which enabled him to collate 
them so as to ascertain the true reading, he 
obtained great assistance from the collection of 
antiques formed by Lorenzo and his ancestors ; 
and amongst his coins, inscriptions on marble, 
and other authentick documents, frequently 
elucidated and determined what might otherwise 
have remained in darkness or in doubt ""• At 
the close of his remarks on Catullus, a memo- 
rial appears in his own hand-writing, in which 
he indulges himself in an exultation of youthful 
vanity, in the idea of having surpassed all his 
contemporaries in the diligence which he has 
shown in correcting the ancient authors. This 
memorial, which bears the date of 1473, at 
which time he was only eighteen years of age, 

is 



« qui quidem, ut erat diligcns, & accuratus, hac librorum 
^ collatione mirifice delectabatur : & ita posse bonos 
^ anctoreft multis maculis purgari, vere existimabat* 
<* Quxcumque igitur in priscis exempiaribus inveniebat, 
^ in impressis sedulo adnotabaU Quod si diutius ille 
^ vixisset, Sc qu« mente destinaverat perficere potuisset, 
** opera sedulitasque ipsius magnos studiosis litteranim 
^ fructus attulisset, multosque qui postea huic- muneri 
^ corrigcndorum librorum necessario incubuerunt, magna 
** prorsus molestia liberasseU" 

« Mcnck. m vitd Pol. fi. 237. 
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is subscribed Ang^lus JBassus PoKtianus. Before, chap* 
however, we accuse our youthful critick of an vxi* 
ostentatious display of learning, or an improper 
confidence in his own abilities, we ought to 
^advert to another entry made two years after- 
wards at the close of the works of Propertius in 
the same volume, by which he confesses, that 
many of his previous observations do not approve 
themselves to his riper judgment, and requests 
the reader not to form an opinion of his talents, 
his learning, or his industry, from such a 
specimen : tliere being many things', says he, 

Me quoque, qui scripsi, judicC) digna lini. 



Which I| their author, well might wi^h to blotx* 

In this subsequent entry he denominates himself 
Angelus FolitianuSj which sufficiently marks the 
period when he chose to discontinue the appel- 
lation of jBossus*; but, what is of more 
importance, it serves to convince us, Aat with 

the 



T The reader may consult these memoranda in the 
Appendix, No«LIL 

* On this point, which has been so much contested, 
I find the opinion of Bandini, before cited in this work, 
V. u/i. 189, is confirmed by that of Laur* Mehua Ttra, 
jfmbm Travenariiy fi* 87. 



^ I 
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CHAP* the errours of his judgment Politiaiu) corrected 
v^^* also those of his temper, and that his proficiency 
in learning was accompanied by an equal im* 
provement in modesty and candour. Among 
the ancient authors wluch he has thus iUustratedi* 
are Ovid% Suetonius**, $tatiu8% the younger 
Pliny "^9 the Scriptores Historise Augustus and 
Quintilian ^ ^ some of which have been published 
with his emendations, while his valuable reniarks 
on others are yet confined to the limits of the 
Italian libraries. The example qf Politiano was 
followed by many other celebrated schoIarSt 
who regarded Lorenzo de' Medici as the patron 
of their studies, and inscribed their labours with 
his name. Thus Domitio Calderino undertook 
to regelate the text of Martial^, Bartolommeo 

Fontio 



« In the Bibliotheca Marc i ana. 

^ In the Laurentian X4brary. Fluf. lxiw* cod. \» 

* In the Corsini Library at Rome. 

^ In the Laurentian Library. F!ut» lxvu. cod. 7. 

« lb. P/tt/. X LI V. corf. L 

*" lb. P/tt/. xLvi. codm 5. 

( Printed i^t Rome per Joanjacm Genaber^, 1474. 
V. De Bure^ M>» 2818. 
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FOTitio employed his talents on Persius^, and chap. 
Lancelotto on Columella '• Nor were the Greek v^^» 
autbora neglected* In the year 1489» Deme* 
trius Chalcondylea and Demetrius Cretenaia 
publiabpd at Florence the first edition of the 
worka of Homer, which is inscribed to Piero 
de' Medici» the son of Lorenzo^. 

The system of jurisprudence which in the ^^'Jl'ifc, 
fifteenth century prevailed throughout the great- p>»>^ctsci 
cat part of Europe, was that of the Roman or 
civil law, which was principally founded on the 
pandects or constitutions of Justinian, Hence 
the correction and explication of the subsisting 
copies of this work became of high impcHtance 

to 



^ Publi^ed in 1481. Band. Cau BilU Laur, v, ii. 
A- 679. , 

^ Band. Cat, v. ii* fi. 564* In the preface to this 
author, the editor thus addresses Lorenzo : ^ Ab ineunte 
^^ etenim state, splendidissima nominis tui fama, ad tuam 
<< benevolentiam paptandam ita me compulit, ut cunctis 
<^ potius honoris tui studiosum ostendere hoc scvo malim, 
" quam in decorem meum reticere.** 

^ Fiorentix imp* 7V^r« Bemardi Uf JS/'eru Tanaidu 
^criii Florentinorum. JVbno meniu Decembria Anno 1488« 
% vol* fo. For an account of this magnificent work, v. 
Maittaire^ Annalea ty/iQgraflh. voL u par. i. fi* 49* De 
Burej JVb. 3493. 



u 
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c H A l»« to the community. ' This task was reserved fot 
y ^^^* the inde&tigable mdust[y of Politiano, whose 
labours in this department entitle him to rank 
not only with the earliest, but with the most 
learned modem professors of this science, la 
his letters he has himself given some account of 
his progress in this laborious work. Much 
additional information may be found in the 
narrative of his life by Menckenius ; and Bandini, 
who has lately had the good fortun^ to recover 
the commentary of Politiano, and restore it to 
its former station in the Laurentian Library, has 
published an historical narrative expresdy on 
this 6ubject^ In the accomplishment of this 
task, which he was induced to undertake at the 
instance of Lorenzo de' Medici, Politiano had 
singular advantages. An ancient and authentick 
copy found at Pisa, and supposed to have been 
deposited there by the orders of Justinian himself, 
had, on the capture of that place, been trahsferred 
to Florence"", and was afterwards intrusted 
by 

> Raggionamento Jstorico 90fira le collazioni dcUe Fioretir 
tine Patidette^ fatta da Ai^clo FoUzianoy soito gU auefiicij 
del Mag. Lorenzo de^ Mediciy istc. Uvomo 1762. 

■» " Principle igitur scire te illud opinor, Impera* 
" torem Justinianum posteaquam jus civile perpurgavit, 
*< in ordinemque redegit, cavisse illud in primis, ut in 
^ omnibus civitatibus qus dignitate aliqua prascellerant, 

^ exemplaria 
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hj Lorenzo de' Medici to the sole custody of c h aj» 
Politiano". By this he was enabled to correct v^^* 

tf ■»■■■ ■ T. 

the numerous errours, and to supply the defects 
of the more recent manuscripts, as well as of 
two editions which had before issued from the 
press \ The ciyilians of the ensuing century 

have 

^ ezemplaria legum quam emendatissima publice aseer* 
^ varentur— sed nullum ex his clarius tamen aut cele- 
^ bratius, quam quod ad usque urbis ejus captivitatemy 
^ Pisis, mi^a religione sit custoditum." 

F0L Mp. Ub. 10. 

" ^ Hoc ergo mihi inspicere per otium licuity rima^ 
^ rique omnia, & olfacere, quieque vellem excerperc 
^ diligenter, & cum vulgatis exemplaribus comparare. 
« Tribuit enim hoc mihi uni Laurentius tile Medicesj vir 
<^ opUmus ac sapientissimus ; fore illud aliquando arbi- 
^ Utitus, ut opera labore industriaqne nostra, magna 
** inde omnino utilitas eliceretur/' lb* 

^ Mr* Gibbon gives Politiano the appellation of an 
enthusiast, for supposing this manuscript to be ^ the 
•* aiithentick standard of Justinian himself."—" This 
« paradox," says he, " is refuted by the abbreviations of 
<* the Florentine manuscript, and the Latin characters 
** betray the hand of a Greek scribe.** ffi^t. of the 
Decline and Fall qf the Roman Emfdre, book 44. Politiano 
had, however, paid attention to this circumstance, and 
was of opinion that it was copied by a Latin scribe, and 
not by a Greek. " Est enim," says he, in an epistle to 
Lod. Bologuese, Ub. xi. " liber characteribus majusculis, 
« sine ullis compendiariis notis ; nee GracttSy sed Latinttt 
u .^yideliQet illc ipse (jiuem inter ceteros publicavit 

*< Justiniani^s." 
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c H A F. have fteely confessed thtir ofaiigations to ft 
, '^^^- Qomm^ntator who first, with the true spirit of 

research, 

«* Justiniantis.'' But althou^ Politiano appears to ha%'e 
fiten tlie tiibject a cool aiKl ctitica) examination, and b 
therefore not to be stigmatized as an enthimatty yet there 
is reason to believe that the judgpnent he formed as to the 
Florentine pandects was erroneous. To the researches 
tftd ^e kindness of the reverend and very learned 
Dr. Part, who has examined this question with particular 
attention, I am indebted for the observations of many 
eminent scholars, bearing directly or indirectly on this 
' subject ; bora the result of which it may fairly be pre- 
sumed, that the Florentine MS. is in fact the work of a 
Greek scribe, although' it by no means follows, as 
Dr. Parr has himself justly observed, that the copy is 
not one of those which << inter ceteros publicavit Justi- 
^ nianus/' This decision is principally supported by two 
circumstances. 1. The mode of pointing or stopping 
observable in the MS. which in many instances is that of 
the Greek, and not of the Latin scribes. On this head 
the most decisive authority is that of Trotz, an acute and 
learned annotator on the work of Hermannus Hugo, a 
Jesuit, de firimdscribcndi origincy who, after a very minute 
inquiry into the methods of pointing adopted by the 
ancients, and an actual examination of the Florentine 
pandects, expressly says, << Unde fallitur Ang. Politianus 
^ (quern miror non notasse Brenckmannum) c. 4 1. MtacelL 
^ plane nullis intervallis dictionum archetypum esse con- 
M scriptum asserens," &c. 2. The letters b and v were 
often used indifferently for each other by the Greek 
copyists in transcribing Latin authors, and this pecu^ 
liarity is also observable in the Florentine pandects. In 

the 
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fesearch, applied himself to the elucidation \of a c b a7, 
science in itself sufliciently complex andobscilre, ^^^- 

but 

{ 

the ^ jinimadvernonea" of Alexander Cunnknghanii on 
Bentley's Horace, cafi. ii. fi. \57* U the foUoving passage : 
^ Neque vero xne £allit Gnecos librarios, qui ^^ et v, eodem 
^ sono efferebant} b loco v, et vicissim v loco d, in latinis 
^< libris dcscribendis, crebro posuisse. Quibus vitiis Floren* 
^ tinus Pandectarum codex} nec-non Glossarium Latino* 
^ Grxcum et Gracco-Latinum, Tuareliio et H. Stephano 
^ testibusy miser^ laborant," &c* Now CunniBgham, 
as Dr. Parr ob&erres, had not only great eruditioni but 
had a clear head, and was by far the ablest antagimiat - 
that ever attacked Bentley upon this boasted edition of 
Horace. Cunningham discovered at once the most 
obvious as well as the most probable reason, which had, 
however, escaped the penetration of Salmasius, Stephens^ 
(who, though he had nQted the circumstancet did not 
advert to its being occasioned by a Greek scribe,) and 
the editor of Labb^« , He mari^s the peculiarity of the 
change in the Florentine MS. and imputes it, very 
properly^ to the Greek scribe who was employed upon it* 
Such in part are the documents upon which the opinion 
of^Dr. Parr is founded, which he has also supported by 
many other collateral proofs, to which it seems impose 
aible, notwithstanding the authority of Politiano, to refuse 
assent. . 

This work, which consists of two volumes, written 
on thin vellum, << was deposited," says Mr. Gibbon, on 
the authority of Brenckman, '^ as a sacred relick in a 
<^ rich casket, in the ancient palace of the republick, new 
*^ bound in purple, and shewn to curious travellers by 
^ the monks and magistrates, bare-headed and with 
• « lighted 

vol.. II. o 
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CHAP, but which ivas rendered still more so, by the 

^^^* imperfect state of those authorities to which 

its professors were constantly obliged to refer. 

Afi^uma Of the critical talents of Politiano, and of 

•f poiitiaao. ^^ Variety and extent of his erudition, his 

Miscellanea alone afford a sufficient testimony**. 

For the publication of this work, which consists 

principally 



^ lighted tapers.'* Since the first publication of thl» 
work I have been admonished by a learned Italian, that 
in relying on the authority of Mr. Gibbon for the above 
circumstances, I have suffered myself to be misled. 
That such ceremonies formally took place rests, however, 
upon undoubted authority. ^ Atqui volumen ipsum-^ 
^ in ipsa Curia Florentina, a summo magistratu publice 
^ adservatur, magnaque veneratione quamquam raro 
^ id, etiamque ad funalia ostenditur." Polit* Afiscel. 
ca/i. xli. That this custom ivas continued to the present 
day, I neither supposed myself, nor intended to induce 
others to believe* 

4 First printed by Antonio Miscomini at Florence 
with the following singular colophon : Imfiressit ex arche^ 
tyfio Antoniiu Mi9C0ininu»» Familiar c^ guidam PoUtiani 
recognovercm Politianus ifite nee Horthografihian $e ait^ nee 
omnino alienam finestare cui/iam. florentijb anno salutis 
M.CCGC.LXXXIX. Decimo teriio kalendaa OctobriM. In 4^. 
This book, like all those I have seen of the same printer, 
is most elegantly and correctly executed, and is a pn>of 
of the speedy proficiency made in typography at Flo- 
rence* 
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principally of observations on the writings of the g h a p. 
ancient authors, we are also indebted to Lorenzo v^^- 
de' Medici, to whom Politiano was accustomed, 
as they rode out on horseback, to repeat the 
various remarks which had occurred to him 
in his morning studies % At the request of 
Lorenzo, he was at length induced to commit 
them to paper, and to arrange them in order 
tor the press. On their publication he inscribed 
tih^em to his great friend and benefactor ; not, 
as he assures him, merely for the purpose of 
testifying his gratitude for the assistance and 
advice which he had, in the course of his work, 
received from him, but that it might obtain 
favour, and derive authority, from the celebrity 
of his name^ 

The 



"■ Pol. in pr^. ad MhceU 

' Nee enint opinor hxc qnoque nostra, quamquam 
levioris operis studia, sen ludicra verius, dedecori tibi 
Laurenti Medices, cui nunc adscribuntur* Adscribuntur 
autem non magis adeo ut me gratum beneficiis tuis 
approbent, aut reponant gratiam, quod auxiliarium te, 
quodque conailiarium habuerunt, quam ut auspicato 
procedant, et ut in iis tui memoria frequentetur, ex quo 
liber auctoritatem capiens magni celebritate nominis 
commendetur. PoL in pref. ad Muceli* 



470075 
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CHAP. The publicaticm of this work soon aftor- 

^^^' wards led Folitiano into a conti^versjr, m which 

HUcoiitro. j^^ conducted himself with firmness and mode« 

▼ersy with 

Mcnda. ration, and which terminated greatly to Im 
honour. Lodovico Sforza, anxious to tlffow 
a veil over the guilt of his usurpation hj an 
attention to the promotion of letters, had 
prevailed upon Giorgio Merula, among other 
learned men, to establish lus residence at 
Milan, where he enjoyed an ample pension 
from the duke. The character of Merula 
stood high for his acquirements in Latin liters, 
ture' ; but neither his proficiency in learning, 

nor 



' To Merula we are indebted for the first edition of 
the comedies of Plautus, printed at Venice, fier Johannem 
de Coioma Isf Vindelinum de Sfiiray 1472* He also corrected 
and commented on the works of Juveoal, of Martial, of 
Quinlilian, of Ausonius, the Scrifitorea de re ruatica^ and 
other ancient authors ; sever&l of which have been 
published with his remarks. Merula was the disciple of 
Filelfo, and like him was frequently engaged in those 
acrimonious contests which perhaps promoted, whilst 
they disgraced, tlie cause of literature. One of these 
debates was with C>aleotto Marzio, who, about the year 
146S, wrote his treatise De homine^ in the first book of 
which he describes the exterior, and, in the seccmd, the 
interiour parts of man. This work Merula attacked with 
great bitterness, and with a considerable display of 

critical 
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nor his uitercQurse with the great, nor even his c h a f. 
advanced age, had softened or improved a v^^* 
diqx36ition naturally jealous and austere. He 
had, however^ singled out Politiano as the only 
peracm among the scholars of Italy, ti ho, in his 
opinion, possessed any share of merit, and 
upon an interview which they had together at 
Milan, had acknowledged, that the restoration 
of the language erf the ancient Romans depended 
upon his exertions % No socHier, however, did 

^ the 



critical sagacity. The commentary of Merula was printed 
without date or place, and inscribed to Lorenzo and 
Giuliano de' Medici ; but as the author in his dedication 
refers to the establishment of the academy at Pisa as a 
recent transaction, it was probably published about the 
year 1472. From this edition I shall give the dedication, 
as a striking memorial of the early reputation which 
these illustrious brothers had acquired as patrons of 
learning, (v. Apfi. No, LIII.) In the copy before mc, 
the critique on Galeotto is followed by a comment on an 
epistle of Sappho, inscribed to M. Ant. Maurocenus^ 
and by some observations on Virgil, addressed to Lodovico 
Gonzago, prince of Mantua. Some account of tlie life 
and labours of Merula may be found in Tirab* Storia delta 
Lett, Ital, r. YU part u fi» 291. Zeno Disa, FoA, vol, \u 
fi. 83. 

^ Meministi credo, quod in frequenti auditorio Vene- 
tiis, cum ad me accessisses, palam dixerim, te ilium 
esse, quern prises et Romans doctrinal instauratorem 
mihi poUicerer. Mer. Ep* int. Ep. Pol, lib, xi. Ep, 5. 



\ 
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CHAP, the Misceilanea of Politiano make their appeal^ 
^^^r ance, than Merula availed liimsdf of an oppor- 
tunity of demonstrating his own supericHity by 
depreciating the labours of his rival ; asserting 
that such of the remarks of Politiano as were 
entitled to commendation, might be found in the 
critical works which he had himself previously 
. publi^ed, or were in the memory of hb pujnls 
who had attended his publick instructions'". He 
even insinuated that he had collected no incon* 
siderable number of gross errours^ which he 
might probably make publick on ^ome future 
occasion. Politiano was soon apprized of this 
injurious treatment ; and as he was not slow at 
resenting an indignity, it is probable that Merula 
would have experienced the weight of his resent- 
ment, had not other considerations interposed. 
Merula stood high in the opinion of his patron, 
whilst Politiano was known to live on terms of 
the closest intimacy with Lorensio de' Medici. 
An open attack might therefore have involved 
the name of Lorenzo^ whose connexions with 
Lodovico were of too much importance to be 
endangered in a literary contest. Thus circum- 
stanced^ Politiano adopted a more discreet and 
serious method of bringing on a discussion. He 

addressed 



^ Merula Rfi. inter £fi. Pol. lib. xi. Efi. 5* 
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addressed a letter to tbe duke, entreating that chap. 
he would exert his authority with Merula, to ^^^^ ^ 
induce him to publish his criticisms ; at the 
same time transmitting for his perusal a lettei: to 
Merula of similar import''. Merula however 
refused either to retract the opinions which he 
had avowed, or to communicate to Politiano his 
remarks. In answer to a sarcasm, which Poli- 
tiano might well have spared, he replies, ^' You 
** reproach me with my grey locks^—I feel not 
<< their effects. I yet possess vigour of mind 
c< and strength of body ; celerity of thought 
^^ and tenacity of memory ; of these let Poli- 
^< tiano beware""." Several letters on this sub- 
ject ^pear iu the q>istles . of Politiano, and the 
contest was rising to an extreme of violence, 
when Merula suddenly died. This event gave 
Politiano real concern, not only on account of 
the loss of a man, of whose talents he enter- 
tained a high opinion, but as tending to deprive 
him still more effectually of the opportunity of 
defending his work^. Anxious, however, that 
nothing might be omitted which was necessary 
to the vindication of his character, he again 

addressed 



V PoL Efiut. lib. xi. Efi. 1, S. 

» Merula Efi. inter Efi. Pol. lib. xi. Efi. 5. 

r P%L EpUt. Ub. xi. Ep.\\. 
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c H A F. addressed himself to the du4ce, with ^earnest 
"^^^^ entreaties to transmit to him the criticisms of 
Merula ; but to no purpose. This formidi^le 
composition, if indeed it ever existed, wad 
reduced to a few loose and unimportant obser- 
vations. The letters of Lodovico, which are 
remarkable for their kindness and attention*^ 
Politiano, seem however at length to have 
satisfied his restless apprehensions. <^ You can 
" have no reason, Angelo," says the duk^, 
" to fear any injury to your reputation from 
^^ the suppression of the remarks of Merula, ad 
** this cannot be attributed to you, who, s(0 
** far from wishing to conceal them, havd^ 
. *< used your utmost endeavours with us to lay 
«* them before thepublick ; of which the present 
" letter itiay serve as a testimony*." 

EataMish- xhc iustitutiou of publick seminaries for pro- 

Greek moting the knowledge of the ancient languages, 
norcnce/' thc rcspcct paid to those who undertook tbe 
task of instruction, and the ample compensation 
they derived, not only from the liberali^ of indi^ 
viduals, but from the publick at large, powerfuUy 
cooperated with the causes before mentioned in 
diffusing a just taste for classical literature. Of 

the 



• FoL £pUt. lib. xi. -E/i.'31. 
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^le establishment of the academy at Pisa, by the chap. 
exertions of Lorenzo de' Medici; a brief account "^^^^ 
has before been given' ; but his attention to lixit 
cause oi leaning was by no means confined to 
this institution. The studies at Pisa were chiefly 
restricted to the Latin language, or to those 
sciences of which it was die principal vehicle i 
but it was at Fiwence only t^kst the Greek 
tongue was inculcated under the sanction of a 
publick institution, either by native Greeks, or 
learned Italians who were their powerful compe- 
titors, whose services were procured by the 
diligence of Lorenzo de' Medici, and repaid by 
his bounty *"• Hence succeeding scholars have 

been 



im^tm^mmmtmm 



» Fol. I. fi. 303. 

* lUe animadvertens jam turn litteras circa exitum 
laborare, Pisis Scholas litterarum Latinaruni) Florentis 
GraBcarum instituit ; viros doctissimos aere suo ac magno 
Ufidecumque accersiit, studiosos et fovit^ et juvit, nee 
prius in hoc elaborare destitit, qu»m ita restitueret, ut 
non facile iterum ad id precipitium pervenire possent* 

Caii Silvani Germanici £/i» ad Leonem X. v. Bandm 

T 

Cat. V* y. //. 117* 

Florenttam quoque et Lattnis et Gnecis Utteria cla- 
risftime insignivit, exquisitis atque ingentibus etiam 
prs&miis- allectis utriusqne facultatis viris omnium judicio* 
perltissimis* 

Rafihm Brandclini Eft* ad Leonem X* v. Bmnd. v» ii. 
fi. sri. Pliit. xM. Cod* 2. 
VOL, H. P 
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CRAP, been profuse of dieir acknowledgpne&ts to th&at 
vn. gneat patron^ who irst formed that eatablish*^ 
ment, from which (to use their own classical 
figure )9 as from the Trojan horse^ so oiany 
ilhistrious champions have sprungi and by means 
of which die knowledge of the Greek tongua 

' was extended, not onlf through all Italy, but 

through France^ Spain, Germany, and £ng^ 
land; from all which couillxies numerous 
pupils attended at Florence, who diffused the 
learning they had there acquired throughout 
tiie rest of Europe ^ 

johannet Qf ^g institutiou thc first publick professor 

ii». was the eminent Johannes Argyropylus, who^ 

after having enjoyed for several years the &vour 
and protection of Cosmo and Piero de' Medici^ 
and having had a principal share in the educa- 
tion 



•^ Quo sane tempore Florentiae, veluti in celcberrinio 
totius orbis theatro, eniditissimi viri, tanquam ex equo 
Trojano innumerabUes proceres, sese in orbem terrarum 
effudenint* Quamobrem non modo Italia^ sed etiam 
Gallia, Hispania, Germania, et Britannia hujusmodi 
beneficium Medicum familie acceptum refenmt* Petri 
An^cUi Efiiat. afi. Band. Cat* \u 397. Alluding to a well 
known and much admired passage in the aecond boc^ of 
Cicero de Oratore : « Ecce tibi exortus est Isocrates^ 
** magister istorum omuiumy cujus e ludo» tanquam ex 
*♦ equo TrojanO) meri principes exierunt*" 
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tion of Loreaao^ was selected by him as the c h a p# 
person best qualified to giye instructions on the v^^*' 
Greek tongue. Of the disciples of Argyro- 
pylus, Politiano, if not the most diligent^ was 
the most successful. With the precepts which 
he imbibed, he acquired a predilection for the 
source fix>m ndience they flowed; and hia 
writings discover numerous instances of hb 
aifection and veneration for the man who first 
opened to him the treasures of Grecian litera* 
ture. To the unlimited applause bestowed by 
the scholar on the master^ one exception only 
occurs. Argyropylus had professed an open 
hostility to the reputation of Cicero, whom he 
represented as a sciolist in the Greek tongue, 
and as unacquainted \t^ith the tenets of the 
different sects of philosophy, to which so many 
of his writings relate. The acuteness of Argy- 
ropylus, and the influence of his authority, 
degraded in the estimation of his pupils the 
character of the Roman orator ; and Politiano, 
in his riper years, seems to shudder at the 
recollection of the time when the ignorance 
of TuUy was a matter taken for granted by him 
and his fellow-students*. During the long 

residence 



^ £t ut homo erat omnium (ut turn quidem vide*> 

batur) acerrtmiis in disputando, atque aurem (quod ait 

PersiuB) 
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CHAP, residence of Argyropylus in Italy, he had 
^^^^ acquired an extensive knowledge of the Latin 
language---^ species of praise to which few of 
his countr}nnei^ are entitled. His translations 
into Latin of various tracts of Aristotle, are, for 
the most part, inscribed to his successive patrons 
of the fkmily (rfthe Medici, in language expres- 
sive of his respect and gratitude % Among 
his auditors we find Donato Acciajuofi, Janus 
Pannonius, and the German prelate Johiumes 
Heuchlinus, who having had die Angular good 
fortune to obtain some previous knowledge of 
the Greek tongue, displayed, it is said, on his 
first interview with Argyropylus, such an 
acquaintance with it, as induced the Greek to 
exclaim with^ a sigh, " AiaSy Greece is already 
" banished beyond tJbe Alps\^* 

To 



Pcrsius) mordaci lotus aceto, prxterea verborum quoque 
nostrorum funditator maximus, facile id vel nobis vel 
ceteris, turn quidem suis sectatoribus perauaserat : ita ut, 
(quod pene dictu quoque nefas) pro concesso inter nos 
haberelur, nee pliilosophiam scisse M. Tullium, nee 
litteras Grxcas, PoL in MUceU caju 1. 

« Band. Cat. Bibh Laur. v. iii, fi. 9, 4, »34, 242, 35^, 
hfc. 

.^Hodius de Gree. iibut. fi^ 201. This expression 

stnon^y resembles the words of Molo, the celebrated 

rhetorician 
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To the industry of Argyropylus, and thecHAPy 
excellence of his precepts, his disciple Acda. v^^* 
juoli has bom ample testimony ; affirming, that 
whilst he inculcated his doctrines, the times of 
the ancient philosophers seemed to be again 
renewed*^. If, however, we may give credit to 
the testimony of Paulus Jovius, die precepts and 
the practice of Argyropylus were not entirely 
consistent with each other ; and the obesity of 
his figure, which was supported by an immode- 
rate supply of food and wine, seemed to mark 
him out as belonging to a. different sect of 

philosophers* 



/ 



riietoriciafi of Rhodes* He did not understand Latin ^ 
and whilst Cicero* vras declaiming in Greek before him, 
Molo for a time listened in silence, and at last exclaimed, 
" Aifor you^ Cicero^ I firaiae and admire youj but fiity the 
^fortune of Greece^ to see arts and sciences, the only orna" 
** mentM which were left to her^ tranafilantcd by you to Rome,** 
jF'rom fifiddleton*9 Life of Cicero j 8vo. edit. voL u p* 47. 
Communicated by Dr. Parr. 

' B Cum post interitum quorundam doctissimoiiim 
hominunif stildia Florentina ma^na ex parte remissa 
• viderentur, venit in hanc urbem Argyropylus Byzantius, 
vir ingenio prscstans summusque philosophus, ut juven- 
tutem litteris gnecis ac bonis artibus erudiret : jamque 
plures annos doctrinam tradidit nobis tanta copia, tarn 
muhiplicibus vaiiisque sermonibu8,*ut visus sit temporibus 
nostris Tctcrum philosophorum memoriam renovare. 

jicciaioL afi. Hod. de GrMs^ 203. 
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c B AF. philosophers^ But the bishop of Ndcera had 
v^^* too many passions to gratify, to permit him to 
perform the part of a faithful historian, . and 
there are few of his characters that are not 
discoloured or distorted by the medium through 
which they are seen. The same author attri- 
. bates the death of Argyropjius to the intem- 
perate use of melons, which brought on an 
autumnal fever, which put a period to his life 
in the seventieth year of his age. This event 
took place at Rome, where he had fixed 
hia residence some time previous to &e year 
1471 ». 

t>6fietriw After an interval of a few years, during 

^J^"^ which there is reason to believe that tfte office 
of publick Greek professor at Florence was filled 
by Theodorus Gaza, and not by Politiano, as 
asserted by Jovius, the loss of Argyropyhis was 
supplied by Demetrius Chalcondyles, who was 

invited 



^ Vini et cij)i acque avidus et capax, et muUo abdo- 
mine ventricosus, immodico melopeponum esu autum- 
nalem accersivit febrem, atque ita septuagesimo stalls 
anno ereptus est. Jovii Elog. xxvii* 

i Hodius de Gnecm iUuau fi. 198. where the author has 
given a translation of the Greek epigram of PotitiaiiOf 
expressing his earnest wishes for the return of Argyr^ 
pyius to Florence* 
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mvitcd by Lorenzo de' Medici to take upon him- chap* 
self tlmt employment about the year 1479^. v^^' ^ 
It is generally understood that an enmi^ sub- 
sisted between Politiano and Chalcondyles^ in 
consequence of which die latter was eventually 
under the necessity of quitting Florence, whence 
he retired to Milan ; but for this opinion the 
only authority is that of Jovius^ and of those 
who have implicitly ccmfided in his relation'. 

This 



^i* 



- ^ Denffitrins Chalcondyles, dili^ns grainmAticii8» 
Ct supra gpraBcorum mores^ cum nihil in eo faUacianini 
ftut fuci notaretur, vir utique lenis et probus^ scholajn 
Florentis instauravit, desertam ab Argyropyloy et a 
Politiano, deficientibus grsecis occupatam* Jav* Elog* 
XXIX. This information, if not refuted, is rendered 
highly problematical by the Greek epigram written by 
Politiano to Chalcondyles, on his arrival at Florence, in 
which he considers him as the successourof Gaza, and aa 
supplying the maternal office of nourishing the unfledged 
offspring of literature, deserted by their former parent* 
A mode of expression not likely to be used by Politiano 
to a man who was to supersede him in his office of publick 
instructer. A translation of this epigram is given by 
Hody,/i. 211. 

1 Boissard, Baillet, Varillas, &c. The dissensions 
between Politiano and Chalcondyles have also engaged 
much of the attention of Menckenius, Ang* PoL vita^ 
fu ^5. and of Bayle, picu Hiat. Aru PoMtienj who have 
doubted <^ the veracity of the narradve of Jovius, without 
adducing that evidence of its improbability which a more 
minule examination would have supplied. 
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CHAP* This author^ always hostile to the character 
v^J^ of PoUtiaiiO, would induce us to believe, th^kl 
the Italiau scholar, actuated by his jealousy df 
the Greek, and availing himself of his supeiiour 
wit and eloquence, endeavoured to injure Chal« 
condyles by drawing off his pupils, and.eng«giag 
them in his own auditory ; and that Lorenzo 
de' Medici, as well in order to remove the 
causes of their contention, as to avail himself 
of their mutual emulation, divided between them 
the task of educating his children. It majc 
however be observed, that no traces of this 
dissension are to be found in the narrative 
of any contemporary author ; and although the 
known irascibility of Politiano, and his acknow- 
ledged animosity to the Greeks, may seem 
to strengthen the credit of Jovius, yet it will 
appear /r on further consideration, that these 

very circumstances, tend greatly to invalidate 

• 

his testimony. The antipathies of Politiano 
were never concealed ; and his letters, which 
extend "nearly to the time of his death, contain 
many instances of that vehemence with which 
he attacked all those who he conceived had 
given him just cause of offence ; but of any 
dissensions with Chalcondyles, no memorial is 
to be found. On the contrary, Chalcondyles is 
frequently noticed, both by the Italian scholar 
and his correspondents, as living with him in 

habits 
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Iftbito of intimacy"^* The rest of the inform- Q b ap. 
atioD derived from Joviua is equally fa^le. The J^^^ 
uninterrupted afl^eetion that subsisted between 
Lorenzoand Politiano would have prevented the 
fixiner from adopting a measure wiiich the latter 
could only have considered as an impftachment , 
of his talents ; but independent of inlerenee;^ 
drawn from this source, we have posidve evir 
dence, that however the children <^ Lorenzo 
atght attend the incidental instructions of 
others, Politiano had the constant superintend- 
ence of their education, and lyas addressed, on 
all occasions as the s^ person. hc^oured with 
tfaat important trust''^ 

Prom 



Ti^ 



" In the year 1491, being only the year previous to 
the death of Lorenzo de' Medici, Pomponius Lxtus writes 
to Politiano, ^ Commenda me Medicibus patri et liberis 
^ literanim patronis* Deinde plurima salute Deme- 
^ trium impertias." To which Politiano replies, ^ Me- 
^ dices nostri unice tibi favent. Demetrius autein 
'^ salutem sibi ^ te dictam totidem verbis remuneratur* 
^ Ib FesulaBo sexto idus Augusti. mccccxci." 

FoL Efi. lib. i. Efi. 17, 18« 

" Thus Lod. Odaxius ad Poh : " Demetrium vero 

*< virum eruditissimum, Petrumque in primis discifiulum 

*^ iuumf elegantissims atque amplissims spei adoles- 

4^ centem, nomiDemeo sdvos facito." 

• PoL Mfi. Ub. iii. Eft. 3- 

VOL. !(. q. 
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CRAP. ^From the Florentine institution, it is ttot 

^^^' _ difficult to discover the progress of Gredaa 

Engiidi literature to the rest of Europe ; but die traces 

fldidlm at 

of the channels by which it was conveyed are in 
no instance more conspicuous than in those 
which communicated with this country. Wil- 
liam Grocin'', who was for some years professor 
of Greek literature in the university of Oxford, 
had made a journey to Italy, and had resided 
for the space of two years, at Florence, where 
he attended the instructions of Chalcondyles 
and of Politiano. Thomas Linacer^, whose 
name deservedly holds the first rank among the 
early English scholars, availed himself of a 
similar opportunity ; and, during his abode at 
Florence, was so eminently distinguished by 
the elegance of his manners and his singular 
modesty, that he is said to have been selected by 

Lorenzo 



* Nam et Grocinum memini, vinim, ut scis, multi- 
&ria doctrina, magno quoque et exercitato ingenio) hit 
ipsit litteris duos continuos annos, etiam post prima ilia 
rudimenta, solidam operam dedisse ; idque sub summis 
doctoribus Demetrio Chalcondyla et Angelo Politiano* 

GttiL^ Latimer* in Efi* ad Erasm* afi, Menck. in viti 
*' PoUt. 

f Linacnim item acri ingenio vinim totidem aut 
etiam plures annos sub iisdem pneceptoribua impendkse. 

IHd. . 
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Lorenzo de' Medid as the associate ti ius ca ap* 
children in their aHidies^. vii^ 



^ JbviV, JE/o^« Ixiii. This circumstance is also particu- 
larly adverted to in the following very elegant and appo- 
site passage from a Harveian oration of the celebrated 
Dr. AkensidC) communicated to me by Dr. Parr : 

" -— IWiam vero, quo tempore Linacrua invisit, 
« regionem illam totam et principum aulas, et liberarum 
** concilia ilia civitatum, una fere voluntas, unum doc- 
^ trins studium tenebat* Prxcipue tamen eminebat 
^ Florentinorum Ikma ; quorum Respublica, plenimque 
<* alias turbttlentisaima) tunc forte in Laurenii MedicU 
^ duetUf ac prope clientela, feliciter acquievit. Qui cum 
^ per universum nomen Italicum pacis concordisque 
^ auctor, et bonus, et sapiens, et felix audiret ; tum 
« porro ad ista beneficia patris suae data, nimium, heu ! 
« caduca, et cum ipso brevi moritura, aheri ilia pari sane 
« cura, sed melioribus auspiciis adjunxit, et Uteris ac 
<< disciplinis restttutis oriunda ; nullo unquam tempore 
M moritura ; per omnes terranim gentes pertinentia ; 
<< quorum hodie in hoc ipso loco, forte vacuus et expera 
^ adest. Huic se viro tantopere commendavit indole 
M sua et modestia Lihacrus, ut condiscipuhim eum, et 
*' amicum filiis suis adderet ; quorum state mediua 
« Johannes Medices, postea Leonis X. appellatione, 
^ pontifex Romanus, ad istam, qua omnium aures 
^ quotidie personant eruditx magnificentiac laudem per* 
^ venit* In illo contubemio quantum profecerit Lina*' 
^ eras, quanto cUm ardore et quanto fructu Christo- 
«* phorum Landinum^ Demetrium Chalcondylum, Ange» 

«< lum 
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c X A Pi Soch were the caiises ttntln the ^fiAoentk 
^^^' century concurred to pron a te the fetudjr ;of )te 

b^^'^^U ^'^^'^^^ languages in Italy ; but one circum- 
obtained by ^ucc yct remaius to be noticed, which was 
leamiiig. pcrhaps more efficacious than any other in 
giving life and energy to the^se pursuits. An 
acquaintance with the learned languages was, at 
this period, die most direct path, not only to 
riches and literary fame, but to political earn- 
nence; and the most accomplished scholars 
were, in almost every government of Italy, the 
first ministers of the time. This arose, in % 
great degree, from the very geiieral use of the 
Latin tongtte in the negotiati(Hi8 ci dtfierent 
states, which rendered it almost impossftle far 
any person to undertake the management of 
publick afiairs, without an haUtual acquaintance 
«n4di that 'language ; but this was more particu- 
larly exefin]^4iiied in Florence, where the most 
perman^tit officers were uniformly selected on 
account of their learning. During a long 
course of years the place of secretary, or chan- 
cellor of the republiok, (tor these terms seem to 
have been indiscriminately used,) was filled by 

scholars 



" lum Politiatium, MarsiHofn Fit imini, JohanYiei]^ 
" Pieum audiertt et frcquentarit, faciliaa intelligi potctit 
** <ltiam verbis sig;nificari." 
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wdadk/oB of the first disimotion. In tibe begia- «c it a f. 
moigtS ate fifteenlli century, it was held by vxi* 
Cohic^ao Sakitati, who had been the intimate 
Asend of f^etrarca and of Boccaccio, and is 
denomsnated by Foggio, ^^ Tie common father 
*^ and ifMTiMer ^aBjbe iecBtned^^^ ife was 
sncoeedcd by Leonardo Aretino, lii^hbse "scryices ^^onm^ia^ 

tccretarift* 

to the irepubliok were repaid iay many prifvile^eb 
asid finrbur^ conferred onfaimselfandhis desoend- 
aMiB'* Afla* the death of Leonaido, &is office 
ttfas given to Cario MarsuppimS and was after- 
sirardB soccessively held by Poggjio'BraccaxilBBi^ 
and' Benedetto Accdtii''* During a great pail 
rf the time that the afiairs of Florence were 
directed by Lorenzo de' Medici, the chancellor 
of the republick was Bartolomeo Scala, whose 
life affords the best example of the honours 
and emoluments which were derived from the 
cultivation of literature, Scala deduced his 
origin from parents of the lowest rank ; nor did 

he 



■*Mi^M«IB*rfMl4M 



' V. antej fi» 76. Salutati died about the fear I410< 
• V. ante^ v, !• fi. 29. 
^ Jlnd. 
• * Ibid fi. 35. 
"^ Ibid. p. 124, 
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c H A F. he possess from his bh^ even the privSegtB 
^^^* of a Florentine citiaen''. An early profidenejf 
in letters, recommended him to the notice of 
Cosmo de' Medici ; and it was the pride of Scak 
to avow the meanness of his birth, and die 
obligations which he owed to his earliest patron'; 

litf^oioiiieo The loss of -Cosmo was amply compensated to 
Scala by the jBeivour of his descendants, through 
whose assistance he gradually rose to honours 
and to affluence, and in the year 1472 was 
intrusted with the seal of the republick. In 
imitation of his predecessors in this office, 
Scala began a history of Florence, of which 

hft 



"^ £ lo Scala, figlittol d' un muliiuutx, • 
Ower d' iin teasitor di paimi lim, 
Che coUe sue virtvi si fece chiaro, 
£ fu Gonfalonier de* Fiorentini, 
Cavalier a Spron d' oro, e non avaro, 
Tan to ^, vol m' intendete cittadini, 
Non s' ha questi a chiamar nobile e degno, 
Che acquist^ roba, «nor, virtule, e ingegno I 

L*jiUwimOy in Bart* ScaU vita a Marmio* 
^lor. 1768. 

^ Veni nudus omnium rerum bonarum, egenus ad 
Remp. Vilissimis ortus parentibus, multa cum fide^ nullts 
oinnino divitiis, aut titulis, nullis clientelis, nuHis cogna- 
tjonibus. Cosmus tamen Pater patrie nostra me com- 
plexus est, rccepitque in familiac obsequia^ Sec* 

ScaU Efi* inter. Pol. E/t. Uk. yixW Efi. 16. 
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he lived to complete only four books^. His c h a i% 
apologues are higUy commended by Landino ^^^* 
and Ficino, Of his poetry, specimens remain 
both in the Latin and Italian languages, and the 
former have obtained a place in the celebrated 
collection of the Latin poems of his illustrious 
countrymen% When the proverbial uncer- 
tnin^ of publick iavour b considered, the life oS 
Scala may be esteemed a life of . unusual pro- 
9fi&Aty. He transacted the concerns of the 
itpublick with acknowledged fidelity, industry^ 
and ability ; arrived at the highest dignities of the 
state ; amassed wealth ; ranked with men of 
learning; and left at his death a numerous 
progeny to inherit his riches and his respectabi- 
lity. In his controversy with Politiano, he 
appears, however, as a scholar to manifest dis- 
advantage ; but the impetuosity of his adversary 
hurried him into a contest which it is evident he 
would willingly have avoided, and in which 
every effort to extricate himself only brought 
down a severer chastisement. 

From 



y Ho8 edere Johannes Cinellius paraverat, sed id con- 
tig;it Oligero Jacobaei, ope CI. Magliabechii, sumptibus 
Nlcolai AngeU Tinaasi, anno mdclxxvii. 

Manni. vita Bart. ScaU^ p. 47. 

^ Carm. iUmt. p9^t. ItaU v. \\u p. 489. 
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CHAP. From the epistles of Pcditiam) it appears^ 

^^^* that for some time thei^ ^^^97 dk9puta«ts h»d 

ubeontro. shared the favour of LorenxQ dt* Medici with* 

vcrsy with 

MitiaM. out discovering any symptoms of jealous, ,w^ 
had even be^k in the habit of submitting to eacb^ 
other their literary worl^is for mutual correction*. 
Scala, however> having discovered, or sua-- 
pected, that Lorenzo had employed PolitianQ ta 
revise the letters which he had \vritten in the 
execution of his office^ as chancellor of the 
republick, began to entertain a secret enmiQrt 
against his rival, and omitted no opportunity of 
depreciating. his, writings \ Politiaao wa3 not 
sooner aware that his literary reputation wa9 
attacked, than he gave a loose to fectingf whtdi. 
it is probable he had before with ^fficuJty: 
supi>ressed ; and notwithstanding the rank and 
respectability of Scala, addressed hiim in a sigrle 
that shows the high opinion which, he enten. 
tained of his own talents, and his contempt of 
those of his adversary • Alluding, in one of hi9 
letters, to the parentage of Scala, he g^ves him 
the appellation of monstrum furfuraceum. In 
another, he honours him with a comment on 

this 



^^•^ 



*■ Scis autetn tu quoque literas ilium (Laurentium) 
8£pe tuas publice scriptas rejecisse, nobisque dedisse for- 
mandas, qiix prima odii livprisque in me tui causa extitit. 

P^. £fi. lib. xii. J^. 1 6* 
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dm tkle^. To the boasting of Scala, respecting chap. 
the approbation expressed of him by Lorenzo, y^^* 
he returns an answer which in these days 
(whether more polished or more barbarous, 
the reader may determine) could only have * 
been expiated in the blood of one of the dispu- 
tants*^. In this transaction it must be allowed 
that Politiano suffered himself to be carried 
beyond all reasonable bounds, and forgot that 
respect which he owed, if not to the character of 
his opponent, at least to his own dignity and 
reputation. It may perhaps be thought that 
Lorenzo de' Medici ought to have interposed 
his authority to suppress a contest which con- 
tributed 80 litde to the credit of the parties, but 
it was not till after the death of Lorenzo that 
the dispute became so outrageous. It must be 
observed that Menckenius, the historian of 
Politiano, has on this occasion attributed to the ^ 

expressions 



^ At ego mon9trum tc Yoc&y'i furfur ac eum ; monstrum 
qaidem> quod ex colluvione monstrorum compositus es, 
furfuraceum vero, quod in piBtrini sordibus natus, et 
quidem pistrino dignissimus. PoL Efi. lib. xii. Ep* 18. 

« " Extat," thus Scala writes to Politiano, " et ilia 
** de me Laurcntii Mcdicis prxclarissima vox, qua nus- 
«* quam collocatuin melius fuisse honorem homini novo 
** testiScatus est." Lib. xii. E/i* 16. To which Politiano 
laconically replies, " De Cosmo qua jactas, deque Lau- 
'* rentio Me&ice, fuUa omnia.'* Ibid. Efu 18. 

vol. II. K 
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CHAP, expressions of Scala, an import which it is cer- 
v^J* tain they were not intended to convey*. 

If 



^ In the early part of the quarrel^ Scftla has, the 
following passage, in a letter to Politiano: ^' Tu certe 
" pr»ter cxteros, mi Politianc, nature multum debesi 
" ilia dbi ingenium istud dedit : ut corporis modo prxter- 
*' mittam dotes, qus iionnihil et ipse habere a quibus- 
*< dam putantur mo|i(ienti ad felicitatem et fortunac com- 
^' moda : quse profecto juvare nativam virtutem, niai 
^^ ipsa sese deserat, vehementer solent. Cxcus sit fun- 
" ditus qui hxc non viderit." " Si quid video (says 
** Menckenius) sunt ct hate per ludibrium foi*san et per 
^* inTidiam a Scala dicta, ut obsccenos Politiani mores 
^ perstringeret, quasi is nempe corporis sui copiam 
<< principi juventuti fecerit, semper ita amantes stiidiosos- 
'< que sui Medicaeos habiturus. Ut adeo mirari vix satis 
'< possim, non scnsisse hos aculeos, nee his quidquam 
'< reposuisse Politianum," Sec* In supposing he could 
see so much clearer into the concerns of Politiano than 
Politiano himself, Menckenius is mistaken ; it certainly 
never came into the head of either of the disputants, that 
this passage contained any insinuation of the nature 
alluded to by Menckenius. Giutiano de' Medici had been 
dead many years ; nor had he in his lifetime given room 
for such an imputation; and at all events there is no 
probability that Scala would have hazarded the most 
remote insinuation of this kind, against a family on whose 
favour he existed, to say notliing of the inattention 
with which Politiano treats this passage, which he cer- 
tainly considered only as a piece of ridicule on bis wry 
neck and. hooked nosfy and as such thought it below his 
attention. v 
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If the circum&tances before related were not c m a p. 
sufficiently characteristick of the spirit of the vu* 
times, we might advert to the other ffovernments learned 

^ ttatesmcn in 

of Italy ; where we should find, that offices other go- 
o( the highest trust and confidence were often i^y"*^ 
filled by men who quitted the superintendence 
of an academy, or the chair of a professor, to 
transact the affairs of a nation. Alfonso, king 
of Naples, and Francesco Sfbrza, contended in 
liberality with each other, to secure the service 
of Beccatelli*. Pontano was the confidential 
adviser, and frequently the representative to 
other powers, of Ferdinand, the son of AU 
fonso^* The brothers of the family of Simo- 

neta 



« Zeno, DU9* Tom. v. i. /i. 309. er vide ante^ v, I. 
p. 71. 

' Giovanni Pontano, or, according to the academical 
appellation which he adopted, Jovianus Pontanus, was a 
Badve of Cerreto, in Umbria, but when young and friend* 
less took up his residence at Naples* His learning recom- 
mended him to Alfonso, and afterwards to Ferdinando ; 
by whom he was intrusted with the highest offices of the 
state. Besides his undertaking many important embassies, 
Pontano was chief secretary to the king, and on one 
occasion his representative as viceroy of Naples. As a 
scholar he was the only peron of the age whose produc- 
tions can contend for superiority with those of Politiano« 
His poems were published by Aldus in two volumes, 
1513, 1518. His prose works in thee volumes, 1518, 

1519. 
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CHAP. Beta directed for a dODfiideraUe time the lEflkirs 
v^^' of Milan*. Bernardo Bembo^ arid Francesco 
Barbaro^ maintained the literary, no less than 
the political dignity of the Venetian republick. 
When eminent talents were not engaged ia 
publick services, they were rewarded by the 
most Battling attention, and often by the 
pecuniary bounty of illustrious individuals, who 
relaxed from the fastidiousness of rank, in the 
company of men of learning, or Imve kft memo^ 
rials of their' regard by their epistolary oorre*^ 
spondence. 

Nor 



15 }9. Among the latter is a treatise Dv Ingratitttdmy ia 
which he assumes the meiit of having been instrumental 
in concluding peace between Ferdinand and the pope, 
and gives a loose to his exultation in having rendered his 
king so important a service ; but alas \ Pontano lived to 
p^ive the fullest comment on his treatise in his own con- 
duct. For although he enjoyed the favour of the family 
of Arragon, for nearly half a century > yet when Charles 
VIII. of France, in the year 1495, seized upon the king- 
dom of Naples, and assumed the emblems of royalty, 
Pontano, in the name of the Neapolitans, made the 
pxiblick oration to him, and took care not to forget the 
defects of his royal patrons, with which he had the best 
opportunities of being acquainted. Zcno. /)m. Voss. v. 
li. p. 172. Ouiccictrd. I9t. (V Italia^ Ub, \u Pontano died 
in 1 603, at the age of 77 years. 

8 Vide ante^ r. I, p. 234. 



L0R£VZO D£' XKDICI. ' * 135 

Nor was it seldom tbftt the ehafacters of c b a p« 
tiie schdar, and of the man of rank were ▼i^* 
united in the same person. Of this Giovanni M»ofrank 
Pico of Mirandula, to whom we have before thenMivM 
frequently adrerted, is perha{>s the most ittns- ^*^^' 
trious instance. This accomjrfished noblemaR, 
of whom many extraordinaiy circumstances 
are related, and who certainly exhibited a won* 
d^rful example* of the powers of the human 
imad^ was borA at Mirandula in the year 146S, 
and was one of the younger children of Giovan- 
Francesco Pico, prince of Mirandula and Con- ^^ ^ 
cordia^. So quick was his apprehei^sion, so 
retentive his memory, that we are told a single 
recital was sufficient to fix in his mind whatever 
became the object of his attention. After hav- 
ing spent seven years in the most celebrated 

universities 

^ Voltaire, who erroneously gives Pico the name of 
Jean Francois, is also mistaken in relating that he resigned 
the^sorereignty of Mirandula' to reside at Florence* 
E99aij torn. ii. ft. 296* Ed. Gen. Ptco neither enjoyed nor 
had any pretensioils to the sovereignty, which, after the 
death of his father, devolved on his elder brother Gale- 
otto, and afterwards on his nephew Giovan-Francesco ; 
by whom we have a voluminous life of his uncle, written 
in Latin, and prefixed to his works, which, whilst it afibrds 
much information respecting this extraordinary man, 
displays a deplorable degree of superstition in the 
author* The mother of Pico was of the family of Boy- 
ardothe poet* 
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c V A p« oniversities of Italy and France, he arrived at 
v^^* Rome in the twenty-first year of his age, with 
the reputation of being acquainted with twenty- 
two di&rent languages'. Eager to signalize 
himself as a disputant, Pico proposed for publick 
debate nine hundred questions, on mathematical, 
theological, and scholastick subjects, including 
also inquiries into the most abstruse points of 
the Hebraick, Chaldaick, and Arabick tongues^. 
This measure, which in its worst light could 
only be considered as an ebullition of youthful 

vanity, 

> ■ ' — 

' *♦ Cela," says Voltaire very juatly, " n'cst ccrtaine- 
<< ment par dans le cours ordinaire de la nature. li n'y 
<< a point de lang^ue que ne demande environ un ann^ 
<< pour la bien savoir. Quiconque dans une si grande 
*< jeunesse en sait vingt deux^ peut etre soup9onne de les 
<< savoir bien mal, ou plutot il en sait les elemens, ce qui 
« est ne rien savoir." ^«*a/, ut gu/i» 

^ Voltaire, not satisfied with these 900 questions, has 
increased their number to 1400 ; and informs us that 
they may he found at the head of the works of Pico. 
JCmw ut sufi. It is to be wished that he had pointed out 
in what edition of the works of Pico he had discovered 
these questions ; for the existence of which he seems to 
have had the same authority as he had for supposing that 
the learning of those days consisted merely in an acquaint* 
ance with the sophisms of the schoolmen, or that the 
sciences were then held in contempt by princes and men 
of eminence* Assertions unworthy of an author who 
professes to write •ur le* tnaur* kst /' e9firit de nqticni* 
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Tanity, might, without any great injustice, have chap. 
been suffered to evaporate in neglect ; but the '^^^^ 
Romish prelates, instead of consigning these 
propositions to their fate, or debating them with 
the impartiality of philosophers, began to exa- 
mine them with the suspicious eyes of churchmen, 
and ^s^lected thirteen of them as heretical. To 
vindicate his labours from this dangerous impu- 
tation, Pico composed a Latin treatise of consi- 
derable extent, which he is said to have written 
in the q>ace of twenty days, and which he 
inscribed to Lorenzo de"* Medici, under whose 
protection he had sheltered himself from perse- 
cution at Florence^ The character and acquire- 
ments of Pico afforded to his contemporaries a 
subject for the most unbounded panegyrick. 
" He was a man,'* says Politiano, " or rather 
*^ a hero, on whom nature had lavished all the 
" endowments both of body and mind ; erect 
*^ and elegant in his person, there was some- 
thing in his appearance almost divine. Of a 
perspicacious mind,a wonderful memory, in- 
de£sitigable in study, distinct and eloquent in 

** speech, 

' Afiologia tredecim guaationum. This treatise was pub- 
lished with the other LsCin works of Pico, at Venice, fier 

— ff 

Bemardinum Venetum^ an. mcccclxxxxviii. in folio, from 
which edition I shall give the dedication of the jifiologioj 
as it is strongly expressive of the esteem and admiration 
of its author, for Lorenzo de' Medif i* v. Afifi. JSTq, LIV. 
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CK AP. ^* speech, it aeems doubtful whelher he wub 
^ '^^^' " more conspicuous for his talents or his virtues* 
^^ Intimately conversant with every dep^tment 
^^ of philosophy, improved and invigorated by 
^< the koowlodge of various languages^ and of 
" every honourable science, it may truly be 
<* said, that no commendation b equal to his 
" praise/' 

The instances before given of the ctitical 
talents of Pico, whatever may be though <£ 
their accuracy, will at least justify him from the 
reproof of Voltaire, who is of opinion that the 
-works of Dante and Petrarca would have been 
A snore suitable study lor him, than the summary 
of St. Thomas, or the compilation of Albeit 
the great". But the literary pursuits of Pico 
were not confined to commeutaries upon the 
works of oidiers. From the q>ecimens which 
remain of his poetical compositions in his native 
language, there is reason to form a favourable 
judgment of those which have perished. Cres- 
cimbeni confesses, that by his early death the 
Tuscan poetry sustained a heavy loss, and that 
his accomplished pen might have rescued it from 
its degraded state, without the intervention of so 

many 



n^ To//. Esaaiy iom. ii. /p. 296. 
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many other eminent men, whose faibom^ had c q a F. 
been employed totlie same purpose". The few ^^^* 
pieces which remain of his Latin poetry induce 
Bs to regret the severity of their author. These 
poems he had arranged in five books, which he 
submitted to the correction of Politiano, who, 
having performed his task, returned them to 
their author, with an elegant apology for the 
freedoms he had taken**. Soon afterwards Pico 
committed his five books to the flames, to the 
great regret of Politiano, who has perpetuated 
this incident by a Greek epigram ^ If the 
works thus destroyed were equal in merit to his 
Latin elegy addressed to Girolamo Benivieni, 
posterity have indeed reason to lament the 
loss \ 

^ Among 



" Cretcimb. Ist* delta volgar fioesia. v. ii. fi. 336« 

« Neque egojudicis (ita me semper ameft)fted Momi 
personam induiy quern ferunt sandalium Veneris tandem 
eolpasse, cum Venerem non posset* Confodi igitur 
Tersiculos aliquos, non quod eos improbarem, sed quod 
tanquam equestris ordinis, cedere reliquls, veluti sena- 
toribus videbantur atque patriciis. PoL Efi* lib, i. E/i* 4. 

p Ibid. lib. i. JEfi. 7. 

^ Opere di Benivieni, /i. 75. ^rf. Fen. 1524. 

VOL. II. S 
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C HAP. 
VII. 



Learned 



Alenandra 



Among the circumstances fkvourable to the 
, promotion of letters in the fifteenth century, 
another yet remains to be noticed, which it 
would be unpardonable to omit ; and which, if 
it did not greatly contribute towards their pro- 
gress, certainly tended, not only to render the 
study of languages more general, but to remove 
the idea that the acquisition of them was attended 
with any extraordinary difficulty. This was the 
partiality shown to these studies, and the pro- 
ficiency made in them, by women, illustrious 
by their birth, or eminent for their personal 
accomplishments. Among these, Alessandra, 
the daughter of Bartolomeo Scala, was pecu- 
liarly distinguished. The extraordinary beauty 
of her person was surpassed by the endowments 
of her mind. At an early age she was ^ pro- 
ficient, not only in the Latin, but the Greek 
tongue*', which she had studied under Joannes, 
Lascar and Demetrius Chalcondyles. Such an 
union of excellence attracted the attention, and 
is supposed to have engaged the affections of 
Politiano ; but Alessandra gave her hand to the 
Greek Marullus, who enjoyed at Florence the 

favour 



'' Some of the Greek poems of Alessandra appear in 
the works of Politiano. Ed. Aid* 1498. And Politiano 
is supposed to have addressed to this lady several of his 
amorous verses. 
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iivour of Lorenzo de' Medici, and in the ele- chap. 
gance of his Latin compositions, emulated the ; ^^}* 
Italians themselves^ Hence probably arose 
those dissensions between Marullus and Poli- 

tiano. 



• The works of Marullus were published at Florence, 
under the title of hymni et epigrammata. At the close 
we read, Im/iresnt JFloreniia Societa* Colubria vi. hU* De* 
cembrU^ mcgcclxxxxvii. His epigrams are inscribed to 
Lorenzo, the son of Pier^Francesco de' Medici. The 
f<dlowing lines to the father of his mistress possess no 
inconsiders^le share of elegance : 

AD BARTHOLOMEUM SCALAM. 

Cum musR tibi debeant latins 
Tot juncto pede scripta, tot soluto, 
Tot sales latio lepore tinctos, 
Tot cultis documenta sub iiguris, 
Tot Tolimiina patriae dicata 
Qu« nuUi taceant diu minores. 
Tot pra&toria jura, tot curules, 
Tot fasces proprio labore partos : 
Plus multo tamen, o beate amice, est 
Quod Scalam Latio pater dedisti, 
Aucturam numerum novem sorbrum 
Casto carmine, castiore vita. 

The three books of Hymns of Marullus are addressed, 
not to the objects of Christian worship, but to the Pagan 
deities, or the phenomena of nature, whence, perhaps, 
the remark of Erasmus : ^ Marulli pauca legi, tolerabilia, 
^ si minus haberent paganitatis*' 



»f 



FidelU. 
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q H A p. tiano» the mrniuxnents of which jrct remw in 
^ v^^* their writings \ 

Of yet greater celebrity is the name of Cm- 
sandra Fidelis. Descended from ancestors who 
had changed their residence from Milan to 
Venice, and had uniformly added to the respect* 
ability of their rank by their uncommon learn- 
ing, she began at an early age to prosecute 
her studies with great diligence, and acquired 
auch a knowledge of the learned languages, 
that she may with justice be enumerated among 
the first scholars of the age"". The letters 
which occasionally passed between Cassandra 
and Politiano demonstrate their mutual esteem, 
if indeed such expression be sufiicient to cha- 
racterize the feelings of Politiano, who expresses, 
in language unusually florid, his high admiration 

of 



' Among the epigrams of Politiano are several of the 
most outrageous kind, against some person whom he 
attacks under the name of MaMliua ; and in the poems of 
Marullus are some pieces, little inferiour in abuse, of which 
Ecnomus is the subject. "Under these masks it is sup- 
posed, and not without reason, that these rival scholars 
directed their shafts against each other. 

« The letters and orations of this iady were published 
at Pavia^ in 1636, by Jac. Ph. TomMim^ who hi^^raBsed 
to them some account of her life* 
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cf her extraordinary acquirements^ and his ex- c k 4 p» 
pectation of the benefits which the cause of _2iil^ 
letters would derive from her labours and 
exaa^le^ In the year 1491, the Florentine 
scholar made a visit to Venice, where the favour- 
able opinipn which he had formed <^ her. writ- 
ings was confirmed by a personal interview* 
** Yesterday,'' says he, writint; to his great 
patToo, '^ I paid a visit to the celebrated Cas* 
^' sandra, to whom I presented your respects* 
^< She is indeed, Lorenzo, a surprising woman, 
'' as well from her acquirements in her own 
<( language, as in the Latin ; and in my opinion 
*^ she may be called handsome. I left her, asto- 
*' nished at her talents. She is much devoted 

** to 



^ ^ O decus Italix, virgOf quas dicere grates, quasve 
^ referre partm, quod etiam honore me tuarum lite- 
** rarum non dedignaris ? mira profecto fides, tales pro- 
^ ficisci ^ femina, quid autem k femina dico, imo veri 
*^ k puella et virgine potuisse,*' &c* <' Tibi vero tanta 
*^ incepta Deus optimus maximus secundet : et ctim 
M recesseris k parentibus, is autor contingat, et consors 
^ qui sit ista virtute non indignus : ut quae nunc prope- 
'< modum sua sponte naturalis ingenii flamma semel emi- 
<< cuit, ita crebris deinceps aut audita flatibus, aut enu- 
M tri/ta fomitibus effulgeat, ut a nostrorum hominum 
^ prsecordiis animoque, nox omnis, geluque, penitus et 
*^ languoris in Uteris et inscitis discutiatur/' 

F9LJBfi. int. Ca9$. Fid. Efi. 101. 
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CHAP. << to your interests, and speaks of you with 
^^^* " great esteem. She even avows her intention 
" of visiting you at Florence, so that you may 
" prepare yourself to give her a proper recep- 
" tion'^." From a letter of this lady, many 
years afterwards, to Leo X. we learn, that an 
epistolary correspondence had subsisted between 
her and Lorenzo de' Medici'; and it is with 
concern we perceive, that the remembrance of 
this intercourse is revived, in order to induce 
the pontiff to bestow upon her some pecuniary 
assistance ; she being then a widow, widi a 
numerous train of dependants. She lived, how- 
ever, to a far more advanced period, and died 
in the year 1558, having then completed a full 
century. Her literary acquirements, and the 
reputation of her early associates, threw a lustre 
on her declining years ; and as her memory 
remained unimpaired to the last, she was re- 
sorted to from all parts of Italy, as a living 
monument of those happier days, to which the 
Italians never adverted witliout regret''. 

That this attention to serious studies, by 
which the celebrated women distinguished them- 

selves, 



^ V. Pol. Efi. in Afitin Ko. LL 

« Cas^. Fidelis. Efi. 123. 

y Tonuuiru in vita Ou^ndray /u 43. 
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sdives, was the character istick of the sex in chap. 
general, cannot perhaps be with truth asserted. ^^^* 
The admiration bestowed on those who had ^ 
signalized themselves^ a£R>rds indeed a strong 
presumption to the contrary. Yet the pretensions 
of the sex to literary eminence were not confined 
to these instances. The Italian historians have 
noticed many other women of high rank who 
obtained by their learning no inconsiderable 
idiare of applause*. Politiano celebrates as a 
tenth muse a lady of Sienna, to whom he gives 
the name of Cecca* ; and from the numerous 
pieces in the learned languages, professedly 
addressed to women, we may reasonably infer, 
that these studies were at that time more ^ne- 
rally diifused amongst them, than they have been 
at any subsequent period. 

Having thus adverted to some of the princi- E«oitofthe' 
pal causes which accelerated the progress of ^^*^" 
classical literature in the fifteenth century, and ciaaici 
observed the active part which Lorenzo de' 

Medici 



« ThraboBchty Storia delta Lett. ItaL voL vi. parte 2. y 
p. 163. 

» Mnemosyne audito Senensis carmine Ceccse, 
Quando inquit decima est nata puella mihi ? 
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CHAP. Medici took in every transaction that was fovour- 
viJ> able to its promotion, it may now be proper 
briefly to inquire what was the result of exer- 
tions so earnestly made, and so long continued ; 
and whether the tree, which had been trans* 
planted with so much difficulty, and nourished 
by such con^Kant attention, brought forth fruit 
sufficient to repay the labour that had been 
bestowed upon it. 

lYutia- One of the first efforts of the Italian scholars 

was the translation of the most eminent Greek 
authors into Latin. Among the earliest and 
most assiduous of these translators is Leonardo 
Ar^ino, whose versions of various works of 
Plato, Xenophon, Plutarch, and other Greek 
authors, form a list too extensive to be recog- 
nised in the present work**. The labours of 
Ficino, though not so numerous, are yet more 
voluminous. Some account of them is found in 
a Latin epistle from their author to Politiano : 
" Why, my friend," says Ficino, " have you 



^ A very full catalogue of t^e works of 'Leonardo 
is given by Laur. Mehus, and prefixed to his edition of 
the Letters of this celebrated scholar. Flor. 174 1« This 
catalogue comprises no less than sixty-three cUflferent 
productions, many of which are translations ' irom the 
Greek. 
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«' SO often desired to know what works I have chap. 
" published ? Is it that you may celebrate them ^^^* 
*^ in your verses ? But approbation is not due 
<^ to number so much as to choice, and merit is 
<^ distinguished by quali^ rather than quan- 
" tity*"." If Ficino had adhered more closely to ' 
this maxim 9 it would certainly have diminished 
iMOthing of his reputation, which is buried under 
the immense mass of his own labours. The 
earliest production in this department of litera* ' 
ture, which united elegance with fidelity, is 
the translation of the history of Herodian, by 
Politiano •*. This work he inscribed to Inno- 
cent 



c V. jififi. Mp LV. Of tha works there mentioned, 
several have been published, the early editions of which 
are yet teld in esteem. His translation of Plato was 
first printed at Florence without date, and again at 
Venice, 1491. His version ofPlotinus, printed by Mis- 
comini, atthe expense of Lorenzo de* Medici, though not 
published till after his death, is a fine specimen of typo- 
graphy* At the close we read, 

Magmfico nimfitu Laurcntii Medicia ftatria servatoris^ 
imfiresnt ex archetyfio Jntoniua ^^scomintia FlorentU jinno 
vcccGLzxxxii Abm« Maiu 

d Printed three times in the year 1493", viz. at Rome, 
at Bologna by P/«fo de BenedtctisytLtid at the last mentioned 
place by BazaUriua de Bazalcriia. Of these editions the 
acGond is the most esteemed. 

Mdttaircy Arm. Tyfi. v. i. p. 558. £>e Burcj 
BibL Inat. M. 4840. / 

VOL. II. T 
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CHAP, cent VIIL in a manly and judicious address, 

^^^' in which he briefly states the rules that he 

had prescribed to himself in the execution of 

his woriC) which are yet deserving of the notice 

of all who engage in dmilar undertakings ^. 

From his early years Politiano had closely 
attached himself to the study of the writings of 
Homer ; and whilst he was very young, had 
begun to translate the Iliad into Latin hexa* 
meter versed Whoever is acquainted with the 

great 



* Qu» sane nostrac fuerunt partes, tentavimus pro- 
fecto, utinamque etiam efFecerlmus, uti omnia ex fide 
responderent, ne inepta peregrinitas, ne gra&culs usquam 
figurX) nisi si q\ix jam pro receptis habentur> latinam 
quasi polluerent castitatem ; ut eadem propemodum esset 
linguae utriusque perspicuitaS) ea^demque munditiz> idem 
utrobique sensus atque indoles^ nulla vocum morositas» 
nulla anxietas. Pol* in fir a/at* Ed* ^/d.l498. 

^ An epitome of the Iliad in Latin verse under the 
fictitious name of Pindar the Theban, is amongst the 
MSS. of the Laurentian Lib. Plut* ^xxviii. Cod. xii. 3. 
and has also been published in the £d. of Homer by 
SpondanuS) Basil 1583* * Another translation of the Gre- 
cian bard is stdd to have been executed in the fifteenth 
century by Niccolo Valla, who died at twenjy-one years 
of age. P. Cortes* de Horn* doct* fi* 46* Valerian* de Idteratm 
Infel* lib* i\* A translation of the Iliad into Latin prosei 
by Lorenzo Valla, was published at Brescia 1474, and 

Lorenzo 
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^reat extent of his powers, and the peculiar c h Ar« 
energy of his Latin compositions, will regret ^^^" 
that of this monument of his industry not a 
vestige remains. That he had made a consider* 
able progress in this work, appears from many 
authorities ; and there is even reason to believe, 
that Ins perseverance finally overcame the diffi- 
culties o£ his undertaking. Ficino, writing to 
Lorenzo de' Medici, and congratulating him on 
the success of his attention to liberal studies, 
particularly adverts to die protection aflRdrded Y>y 
him to Politiano, of whose translation of the 
jGrecian bard he speaks in those terms of florid 
adulation which too frequendy characterize his 
letters «f. Another contemporary author has 

also 

Lorenzo was accused of having avuled himself of a trans- 
lation made a century before bj Leontius Pilatus ; which 
translation has also been inscribed to Petrarca. 

Hodm de Grac. illuMt* p.\0* 

^ << Divitesalii ferme omnesministros nutriunt volup- 
^ tatum ; Tu sacerdotes musarum nutris : perge precor 
^ mi Laurenti \ nam illi voluptatum servi evadent, tu 
<< vero musarum delitix* Summus musarum sacerdos, 
*^ Homerus, in Italiam, te duce, venit. £t qui hactenus 
^ circum vagus et mendicus fuit, tandem apud te dulce 
^ hospitium repperit* Nutris domi Homericum ilium 
^ adoleacentem, Angelum Folitianum» qui grxcam 
^ Homeri personam latinis coloribus exprimat. Expri- 
^ mit, jamy attque id quod mirum est in tarn teneri 

w jBtatc, 
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tUAp* also plainly indicated that Polittano .completed 
^^^* his important taak^, to the progress of which 
he has occasionally adverted in his own woiics^ 
Whether his youthful labours fell a sacrifiee to 
the severity of his riper judgment^ or perished 
in the genend dispersion of the Medicceii 

Libraiyi 



^ aftttte, ita ezfirisnk ut nisi quia g^cum fulme Home* 
^ rum noverit) dubitaturus sit) e duobus uter naturalis 
^ sit, et uter pictus Homerus," &c. Fie* Ep. Ub. u 



^ Amongst the Latin poems of Alessandro 
tiie contemporary and friend of Politiano, and well 
known by his translation of the works of Appiani is the 
following epigram : ^ 

^ AD LAVRKNTIUM MKDICXM. 

■ 

*^ Tempora nostra tibi multum debentia, Laurens» 

^< Non minus hoc debent, nobile propter opus, 
<< Maeonium, duce te quod nuper et auspice^ vatem, 

^ Convertit Latios Angelus in numeros, 
<^ Cumque decore suo, cum majestate legendum^ 

^' Dat nobis qualem Graecia docta legit, 
** Ut dubites Latins malit quam Gracus JIomeruB 

^^ Esse, magis patrius hunc nisi vincat amor*" 

Band. Cat. lib. Laur. lii. 780. 

^ << Nam et ego is sum qui ab ineunte adolescentia, 
^ ita hujus emincntissimi poetae studio ardoreque fiagra- 
** verim, ut non modo eum totum legendo olfecerim, 
^ p«neque contriverim, sed juvenili quodam, ac prope 
^ temerario ausu, vertere etiam in Latinum tentaverim." 
PqL Orat. in ex/ioaitione Htmieri. in oft. Aid. 1498« 



Library) of which he lived to be a ivitness^ cuATi 
is a question tdiich imist yet remain unde« J^^^* 
eided% 

The early part of tlie fifteMth oentary wad J^~;^ 
distinguished by a warm admiratiovi of the wri« poetnr. 
tbigs of the ancients, and an extreme avidity to 
possess them* This was succeeded, as might be 
expected, by an attention to the accuracy of the 
text, and an ardent desire of transfusing theif 
beauties into a language more generally known. 
Towards the latter part of the century a furthef 
progress was made ; and from commenting^ 
smd translating, the Italians began to emulate 
^ese remains of ancient genius. Those who 
distinguished themselves during the time of 
Cosmo and Piero de' Medici, have already 
attracted some share of our notice ; but it must 
in general be acknowledged, that although their 
labours exhibit at times a tolerable knowledge of 
the mechanical parts of learning, and have the 
body and form of poetick composition, yet the 
animating spirit that should communicate life 
and .motion is sought for in vain ; or if it be 
any where discoverable, is only to be found in the 
licentious productions of Beccatelii''. Of that 

kind 
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kind of composition which may be called clas- 
sical, modem Italy had seen no exaaiples. The 
writings of Landino, of «which specimens have 
been already given, are however entided to 
some share of approbation ; and if they be not 
marked by any powerful eflforts oi imagination^ 
nor remind us strongly of the ancient authors^ 
they possess a flow of langui^, and a facility of 
diction and versification, much superiour to his 
predecessors* A further proficiency was made 
»by Naldo Naldio, or Naldo de Naktisy the friend 
of Ficino and Politiano, and the frequent pane* 
gyrist of the Medici ^ The poem of Ugolino 

Veriniy 



1 The poems of Naldio are printed in the Selecta Foe-- 
mata Itatarum^ v. vi* fi* 413* Of theae the first is ad* 
dressed) Ad Petrum Medicem in obitu magni Cotmi ejuM 
genitoria^ qui verc dum vixit ofitimua Parent Patriot cognO" 
minatus fuit. An extract from this piece in the Appendixi 
No. LVI. will sufficiently shew, that Naldio was possessed 
of no inconsiderable talents for Latin poetry. Another 
of the poems of Naldio is addressed to Annalena, a nun, 
probably the sister-in-law of Bernardo Pulci, (v. antCy vol. 
!• ft. 245.)9 in which the poet laments the death of Albiera 
Albizzi, the wife of Sigismundo Stufa, on whose death 
Politiano has also left a beautiful Latin elegy. It is pro* 
bable there were two successive authors of this name> 
whose works were inserted in the Carmina illust. as it can 
scarcely be supposed that the same person who addressed 
himself to Piero on the death of his fathec in 1464, and 
had before written a poem to Cosmo on the death of his 

son 
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^< De Ubtstraiiane l/rlis Fioreniii^y^^ is e.H a p* 
perhaps nuMre valuable for the authenticity of -^^^^ 
the information it communicates^ than for its 
poetical excellence, yet Verini has left other 
testimonies that entitle him to rank with the 
first Latin poets of his age*". These pieces are 
principally devoted to the praises of the Medici^ 

and 



son John, should be the author of the pieces in this collec- 
tion, which are inscribed to Leo X. who did not enter on 
his pontificate till 1513. Politiano has left the following 
commendatory epigram on the writings of Naldio : 

Dum celebrat Medicem Mildua, dum laudat amicam, 
£t pariter geminp raptus amore canit, ^ 

Tarn lepidom unantmes illi omavere libellum, 
PhoebuS) Amor, Pallas, Gratia, Musa, Fides* 

™ The example .of Landino in affixing to his poetical 
labours the Aame of his mistress (y. atucy vol. I. fi. 133.) 
was followed by Verini, who g^ve the title of Flametta to 
his two books of Latin elegies, which he inscribed to 
Lorenzo de' Medici, and which yet remain in the Lau* 
rentian Library* Plut. xzxix. cod. 42. Bandinl supposes 
that Landino, as well as many other learned men of 
those times, had a real object of his passion, for which 
he gives a very satisfactory reason. << Neque hoc nomen 
^ fictum esse crediderim, quum revera mihi compertum 
^ sit, illius svi litteratos viros, ut nunc guogue accidit^ 
^ puellas in deliciis habuisse plurimum, in earumque 
" laudem carmina, ad instar Ula Ovidii quie amatoria 
^ nuncupantur, exarasse*" 

Bandm Sfiec. Lit. Fhr.v. u fi* 12Q. 



Veriiu. 
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CHAP, and frequently advert to the characters of Lo* 
v^^' renzo and Giuliatio» and to the circumstancea 
of the times % 



In Michael Veruu, the aon of UgoUno, we 
have a aurprising instance of early attaiamcfite 
in leamifig. He was bom iq 1465 ; and 
although he died at the age of seventeen years^ 
yet in that short space of time he had obtained 
the admiration, and conciliated the esteem of 
his learned contemporaries. His principal work 
is a collection of Latin disticbay which exhibit 
great facility both of invention and expresaioii» 
and an acquaintance with human life and 
manners far beyond his years. His Latin let- 
ters, of which a large collection is preserved 
in the Laurentian Library", and which are 
chiefly addressed to his father, are as honour* 
able to the paternal kindness of the one, as to 

the 



B In the Laurentian Library {PluU tcxyu cod, 21.) n 
preserved a poem by Ugolino, to which he hai given iht 
name of Paradiati9. On his imaginary excursion to the 
celestial regions, the poet meets with Cosmo de* Medki» 
who converses with him at great length on the affairs o£ 
Florence, and particularly on the situation of his own 
fiimily* 

^ Plut. Ixxxx. codn 98. From these letters Bandinl 
has in his valuable catalogue given copious extracts, v. 
iii. pm 462, ct 9eq* 
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the filial affi^ti(Hi of the other. His death is o ft a p. 
sud to have been occasioned by his repugnance ^^^* _. 
to obey the prescription of his physicians, who 
recommended an experiment which it seems his 
modesty did not approve, and he fell a sacrifice 
to his pertinacious chasti^ ^ From his letters 
it appears that both he and his father livted oa 
terms of intimacy and friendship with Landino> 
Bartolomeo Fontio, and Pditiano, and that 

Lorenzo 



*v*«« 



1^ This event has been commemorated both in verse 
and prose, in Latin and Italian, by many contemporary 
authors* (v. Apfi* Ab. LVII.) Verini is not the only 
instance of the kind on record* If we may^ believe 
Ammirato, the death of the cardinal of Lisbon in 1459 
was occasioned by a similar circumstance* Amm, lat, 
FloTm -v, iii. fim 89» , That such a remedy had been pre- 
scribed to Verini is apparent from the following affecting 
passage in one of his letters : ^^ Insuperabilis me vali- 
^ tudo confecit, membra ut sint pallore macieque de* 
^ formia ; nocte crucior, die non quiesco, et quod me 
^ acrius torquet, in tanto dolore spes nulla salutis. 
^ Quamquam medici, et tota domus, et amici) nihil 
^ pericli asaeranty deprehend^ tamen tacitos in vultu 
^ timorea^ suspiria, murmur, tacitumitatemt mseroris 
<* concta signa prospicio ; sed cui notior morbus quam 
^ mihi l Qiudquid accident, utinam forti animo ferar 
tt mus ; scio mihi nullum de vita factum restare p^eni- 
^ tendum, nisi quod potueram valitudini consulere 
^< sapientius ; verum mihi fiudory vel potius niMticitas 
« obfuit— vale." 

VOL. II. U 



« « 



146 THE LIVE OF 

c H A Fa Loren2o de^ Medici occasionally passed a Idsnre 
^11- hour in convivial intercourse with ^s leumed 



oilier Latin xHc rettutAtida acquired by tlie Ffc>- 

poett of the * * *; 

fiftMDch rentiaies in uie cuMvalion of Latin j^oetxy 
'^*^' fitiihnlated l^e e&^tions of olher Italian scho- 
lars. On the tnemorabie occamoii of the 
cotis^iracy of the Paszi^ Piatinus Piatus, a 
Milaoesey addressed to Lorenzo de' Medici a 
copy of verses, which obtained his wann appro- 
bation '^ The exertions of Lorenzo in esta- 

blishing 



^ ^< Fingit tiomenls Jovem ipsum, aliosque Deos, 
'< Olympo relicto, apud Ethiopas dlvertisse, ccenasse, 
*« lusisse : Augustum etiam orbis terrarum principem, 
^ apud privatos sine olio apparatu ctenitasse : sed cur 
** Vetera ? Laurentius Medices xirbls nostrae facile 
•* primus^ apud patrem meum pratisu^ est Donnun* 
'< quam,** &c. 

Mic. Ver* Epm Mmud Sim. Caninanum <tjim Bandm 
Cat. V. iii. fl. 483* 

' Laurentius Mediceft, quanta vc^uptate adficeretur 
in perlegendiB poeticia ejusdem (Plati) laeubrationibus, 
quantoqae ilium in pretio haberet, testatus eM in epistola 
ad ip&um acripta, ob acceptum ex ejus carminibus noa 
mediocre doloris levamen in nefarie patrata fratria sul 
caede : ait enini) ^ vetua est verbum, mi Platiney ituuavefn 
« e9tin lucfu mtitlcam: ego rero tuis perlectts yersiculis, 
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hlUbiiig the acaden^ at Fm gave mt toapoem c « ak 
of greater merit and impcartasice, by Carotus de v^i* 
Maximis'. To the authors before mentioned 
we may add the names of Cantalicio, Nicodemo 
Folengi, Alessandro Braceio, and Aurelio Au- 
gurelli, aU of whom have cultivated Liatin 
poetry with different degrees of success, and 
Itfkve addressed some portion of their worJ^a 
to Lotenzo de* Medici^ to which the reader mi^ 
not be displeased to refer^ 

Of 

^ re ipsa reperi nihil tarn maxime ^A aqlatium facere 
^ quam musicam*"* Saxi'us in HUt. Litterario Tyfio^* 
MedioL afi* Band* m Cat. Bib. Lawr. v. ii, p. 193. These 
verses are published in the Select. Poem. Ital. v. vxi. 
fi. 256. 

• DE jTUDIO PISAKAE URBIS ET EJUS SITUS MAZIKA 
FELICITATE AD LAURKNTIUM MEDICEM. This piCCC is 

preserved in the Laurentian Library (Plut. Ifxxxi* 
cod. 46* i;. Band. Cat. v. iiu/i. 850.)) and contains so full, 
and at the same time so elegant an eulogy on the cha- 
racter of Lorenzo, s^id particularly on his attention to 
the promotion of letters, that I have given it a place in 
the Appendix, No. LVIII. 

* The poems of Cantalicio are published in the Cat-' 
mina lUtut. Poet. Ital* v. iii. fi* 123, and are inscribed to . 
Lorenzoi de' Medici* Tho9e of Folengi are inserted in the 
same work, voU iv. fi* 419. Alessandro Braccio was 
equally eminent in politicks and letters. He was for some 
time secretary of the Florentine repubtick, and died on an 

embassy 
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c H AP. Of all these authors, ^oug^ some pmsess 
^^^* a considerable share of merit, not one of them 

• can< 



emb»s9y to pope Alexander VI. His translation of 

Appian into Italian is yet highly esteemed, and forms 

part of the Collana^ or series of Italian historical works. 

The Latin poems of Braccio, though very numerous, 

have not yet been published, but are preserved in the 

Laurentian Libmry. Plut^ Ixxxxi* cod* 40, 4U Many oC 

them are inscribed to Lorenzo de' Medici and other men 

of eminence, as Landino, Ficino, Bartolomeo Scala, 

Ugolino Verini, Sec* I have before extracted some lines 

of this author to Lorenzo de' Medici, and shall hereafter 

avail myself of an opportunity of producing a more 

extensive specimen of his works. The following epigram 

addressed tQ Politiano is not inapplicable to our present 

subject : 

V. Band. Cat. v. iii.yk. 781. 

AD ANCELUM BASSUM POLITIANENSEM. 

Tanta tibi tenero quum surg^t pectore virtus, 

%ianta vel annoso vix queat esse seni, 
Ac tua grandisono reboent quum, Baaacy cothumo 

Carmina, magnanimo non nisi digna duce, 
£t tibi sit locuples oris facundia docti, 

Teque suis ditet Graecia litterulis, 
Te precor ad longos ut servet Juppiter annos, 

Incolumemque sinat vivere posse diu« 
Nam tua Maconio multum certantia vati 

Carmina quis dubitet, Virgilioque fore I 
Atque decus clarum nostras magnumque futunim 

Quis neget xtatis te, memorande puer ? 
Sis igiturfelix, nostrispes maxima saecli) 

Teque putes nobis charius esse nihil* 

Aurefio 
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can contend,' in point of poetical excelknce, oh a p.' 
with Politiano, who in his composition ap- "^^^^ 
proaches nearer to the standard of the ancients character of 
than any man of his time; yet, whilst he emu- ^^r 
lates the dignity of Virgil, or reminds us of ^***^"*°*" 
the elegance of Horace, he suggests not to our 
minds the idea of servile imitation. Of the 
character of his writings various opinions have 
indeed been entertained, which have been 
detailed at large by Baillet, and still more copi- 
ously by Menckenius". It may therefore be 
sufficient on this occasion to caution the reader 
against an implicit acquiescence in the opinions 
of two eminent modem' authors who have 
either obliquely censured or too cautiously 
approved his poetical works'". In the attempt 

made 



Aurelio Augu]::elli is more generally known. His 
poems have frequently been published. The fii*st edition 
is that of Verona, 1491, in 4to; the most correct and 
elegant, that of AlduS) 1505. These poems rank in the 
first class of modem Latin poetry. 

'I Baillet Jugeinena dea Si^ans^ voL' ly, fi, 18. Menck* 
in vitd Pol. fiaasim* 

V Tiraboschi, adopting the sentiments of Giraldi, 
acknowledges that Politiano was possessed of a vivid 
geniuBy of extensive powers, and of uncommon and 

diversified 
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G K A F. made by Politiaiip to restore a just taste fw the 

viJ^* literature of the ancient^, it is not to be denied 

that he had powerful eoadjutors in PoAtam) wd 

Sanazaro"*, whose labours haye given to th( 

delightful 



■ ■ i < 



diversified erudition ; but censures his Latin poetry as 
deficient in elegance and choice of expression. 71ra6» 
Storia detla Lett* ItaU voL vr* pan 3. ft. 2.34. Fabroni, 
adverting to the Itidian p^cUy of Pbtitiaae, insoMiates, 
that the Latin muses were resfftei} fMi ^()7v ^ ^V^ ^^^ 
had obtained the favour of their sister at so early an agt» 
by his verses on the Gio«rra of Giulianode' Medici. Fubr. 
invitd Laur.fi* 157. To oppose to these opinions the 
authority of many other eminent men who have mem- 
tioned the Latin writings of Polltiano with almost unlK 
ndted praise) would only be to detail the compilatioiis ^ 
Bidllet or Menckenius. But the works of PoUtiano are 
yet open to the inspection of the inquisitive scholar ; and 
though certainly unequal in point of merit, perhaps 
according to the time of life at which they were produced^ 
will be found, upon the whole, to possess a vigour of 
sentiment, a copiousness of imagination, and a classical 
elegance of expression, which, if considered witfi refer- 
ence to the age in which he lived, entitle them to th« 
highest esteem.' 

^ Giacopo Sanazaro, or, by his academical appella- 
tion, Actius Sincerus ^anazarius, was a Neapolitan^ 
bom in the year 1458, and equally eminent by his Italian 
and I^atin compositions. In the foiiner, bis reputation is 
chiefly founded on his Arcadia; in the latter, on his 
poem in three books, De fiartu Virgimsy which is allowed, 
however, to be greatly blemished by the introduetkni 
of the Pagan deiUes to the mysteries of th« Christiaii 
religion. 
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delightful vicinity of Naples new pretensions to c h a ]^. 
the appellation of classick ground. Nor will it ^^^* 
diminish his reputation if we admit that the 
empire which he had founded was in the next 
century extended and secured by the exertions 
of Fracastoro, Vida, Naugerio, and Flaminio', 

in 



^ I cannot mention tiiese names without regretting 
the limits to which I am necessarily confined* The rivab 
of Virgil, of Ovid, and of Catullus, ought not, in a work 
that touches on the rise of letters, to be commemorated 
Bt the foot of k page* The SyfihiUs of Fracastoro, 9ivc di 
Morbo Qallkoy though an unpromising subject, is beyond 
compariscm the finest Latin poem that has appeared since 
the times of the ancients* The writings of Vida are 
more generally known, and would be entitled to higher 
applause, if they did not frequently discover to the ckis- 
mca] reader an imitation of the ancients that borders on 
servility* Naugerio was a noble Venetian, who died 
young on an embassy from the republick* In his last 
ttomento he 4estroyed ail his writings then in his posses- 
non, as not being sufficiently correct for the yublick eye ; 
but the few that haii been previously distributed among 
Mb Mends were collected and published by them after his 
death, and breathe the true spirit of poetry* In Flaminio 
we have the simplicity and tenderness of Catullus, with- 
out his licentiousness. To those who are acquainted with 
fcis writings, it will not be thought extravagant to assert, 
that many of them, in the species of composition to which 
llMy are confined, were never excelled* The question 
«4dressed by him to a friend, respecting the writings of 

Catullus, 
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CH A P. in whom the great poets of the Augustan age 
v^^* seem once more to be revived. 

General idea Whilst the study of poUte literatwe was 
of theftate^f ^^g cmcTging from its state of reptile tOTpor, 

JTw^^ce- the other sciences felt the efiects of the same 
invigorating beam ; and the city of Florence, 
like a sheltered garden in the opening of spring, 
reechoed with the earliest sounds of returning 
animation* The Platonick academy existed in 
full splendour, and served as a common bond to 
unite, at stated intervals, those who had signa- 
lized themselves by scientifick or literary pur- 
suits. The absurd pretensions of judicial astro- 
logy were freely examined and openly exposed ; 
and observation and experiment were at length 
substituted in the place of conjecture and of 
fraud^. PaoUo Toscanelli had already erected 

his 



Catullus, ^^ Quando leggete— oon.vi sentite voi liquet 
^ fare il cuore dl dolcezia?" may with confidence 
be repeated to aU those who are conversant with hit 
works. 

J Pico of Miranduia was one of the first who entered 
the lists against tlfis formidable adversary of real know- 
ledge, in his treatise in twelve books, adverw* Asirologs^ 
which is found in the general coUection of his works. 

V€n. 1498. 
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tin celebrated Gnomon'. Lorenzo da Volpiya chap. 
constructed for L<»^enzo de' Medici a clock, or v^^* 
piece of mechanism, which not only marked 
the hour of the day, but the motions of the sun 
and of the planets, the Eclipses, the signs of the 
jzodiack, and the whole revolutions of the hea- . 
vens*. A laudable attempt was made by Fran« 

cesco 



* This Gnomon, which has justly been denominated 
tbe noiUest astronomical instrument in the world, was 
erected by Toscanelli, about the year 1460, for the 
purpose of determining the solstices, and thereby ascer- 
taining the feasts of the Romish church. It is fixed 
in the cupola of the church of S. Maria del fiore, at 
the height of 277 Parisian feet. A small orifice trans- 
mits from that distance the rays of the sun to a marble 
flag) placed in the floor of the church. This instrument 
was, in the 'present century, corrected And improved at 
the instance of M. de la Condamine, who acknowledges 
it to be a striking proof of the capacity and extended 
views of its author. 

a Politiano has left a very particular description of 
this curious piece of machinery. £fi* lib* tv. Efi. 8. A 
smgtdar spectacle was also devised by Lorenzo de' Medici 
for the amusement of the populace, a memorial of which 
is preserved in a poem by Naldio^ Carm. lUust. v. vi. 
p* 436. entitled Elegia in sefitcm Stellas errantessub humana 
Mfiecie per urbem Florentinam curribtu a Laurentio Mcdice 
Patriot Patre ducijuaeasy more trtumphantium* From#iis 
poem we learn that the planets were personified and 
distinguished by their proper attributes, and that they 

performed 

VOL. II. S 
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CHAP, cesco Beiiin^ieri t6 fecilitate the study of geo- 
vix> graphy ,' by uniting it with poetry ^. In mets^hy* 
sicks several treatises made their appearance, 
some of which are inscribed by their authors to 
Lorenzo de' Medici ""• His efforts to promote the 
important science of medicine, and to rescue it 
from the absurdities in which it was enveloped, 
are acknowledged by several of its most eminent 
pofiessors, who cultivated it on mwe rational 
principles, and have attributed their proficiency 
to his bounty ^ In the practice and theory of 

musick. 



performed their evolutions to the sound of musickr, with 
verses explanatory of their motions and supposed qua* 
lities. 

Nee tantum sig^is quot erant ea sidera certis 
Monstrasti, Medices, qua specreque forent, 
Dulcibus at numeris suavi modulatus ab ore. 
Singula quid faciant, praecipis arte cani* 

^ The Geografia of Berlinghieri was published with 
maps at Florence in the year 1480. 

^ Niccolo Fulginato addressed to Lorenzo his treatise 
Dc IdcUf which yet remains in manuscript, in the Lauren- 
tian Library • PltU* Ixxxii* cod* 32. Band* Cat* iii. 301. 
Olid Leonardo Nogarola a work entitled De ImmortaHtatt 
ArdmA. JPlut* ixxxiii* cod* 22. Band. Ca/» iii. 319* 

^ Bcrnardus dc Tomiis, dedicating to Giovanni de' 
Medici, when a cardinal, his treatise de Cibis Quadragesi^ 
maHbuej thus addresses him : <^ Laurentius, pater tuus, 

** Reveren- 
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musick, Antonio Squarcialupi excelled all his c h a p. 
predecessors; and Lorenzo is said to have written v^^* 
a poem in his praise ''• His liberality was emu- 
lated by many other illustrious citizens, who 
were allied to him by affinity, or attached by the 
ties of friendship and of kindred studies, and 
the innumerable titerary works of this period, 

the 



<< Reverendisslme Domine, tanta erga me utitiir humani- 
<< tate, ac tot beneficiis Tomium adstringit, ut iiliis totique 
*^ domui, perpetuo me debere profitear. Degustavi nutu 
^ ejus medicinalem scientiam, neque sui caussa defuit 
^ quidquam, quo ad lUius apicem potuerim pervenire*'* 
Band* Cat* v. i. fi* 659. In the Laurentian Library are 
teyeral medical works addressed to Lorenzo, as Job. 
Calora. Compend. Febrium. Band. Cat. iii. 43. Job* 
Aretini de Medtcinx et legum prxstantia, kc. id. iii. 
14U 

• This I mention on the authority of Mr. Tenhove. 
" £n fait de musique," says he, giving an account of 
Leo Bat. Albert], <^ il ne c^dait qu'au seul Antoine 
M Squarcialupo. J'ai 9ous lea yeux un poeme que Laurent 
^ de' M^dicis fit i^n V honneur de ce dernier ; car quel 
^ est le genre de talens au quel M^dicis ne faisait pas 
^ accueil ?" Mem. GeneaL de la MaUon de Medicitj lib. x. 
p. 99. I regret that this poem of Lorenzo has escaped 
my researches. Valori relates, that Lorenzo being pre- 
sent when the character, of this celebrated musician was 
the subject of censure, observed to his detracters. If you 
knew how difficult it is to arrive at excellence in any science^ 
you would sfieak qfhim with more resftect. 

Vol. in vitiLaur.fi. 45. 



CHAP. VIII. 

IlAViHG hitherto traced the conduct of Lo- 
renzo de' Medici in publick life, we may 
now be allowed to follow him to his domestick 
retreat, and observe him in the intercoyrse of 
bis family, the education of his children, or the 
society of his friends. The mind of man varies 
with his local situation, and before it can be 
Justly estimated, must be viewed in those mo- 
ments when it expands in the warmth of confi- 
dence, and exhibits its true colours in the sun- 
shine 



160 THS LIFS OF 

CHAP, shine of affection. Whether it was from the 
viiu suggestions of policy, or the versatility of his 
natural disposition, that Lorenzo de' Medici 
turned with such facility from concerns of high 
importance to the discussion of subjects of 
amusement, and the levity of convivial inter* 
coiu^e, certain it is, that f<^w persons have 
displayed this faculty in so eminent a degree. 
" Think not,'* says Politiano, writing to his 
friend*, " that any of our learned associates, 
" even they who have devoted fheir lives to 
" study, are to be esteemed superiour to Lo- 
" renzo de' Medici, either for acuteness in dis- 
'* putation, or for good sense in forming a just 
'< decision; or' that he yields to any of them* 
<^ in expressing his thoughts with facility, 
" variety, and elegance. The examples of 
<^ history are as familiar to him as the attend- 
<* ants that surround his table ; and when the 
'< nature of his subject admits of it, his conver* 
^< sation is abundantiy seasoned with the salt 
• " collected from that ocean, from which Venus 

" herself first sprung*'." His talent for irony 

was 



» jing. Polit. Lodcrvico Odaxio. Efi. lib. iii. £fi, 6. 

^ " ' * ' Lususque Salesque, 

Sed lectUB pelago, quo Venus orta sales, 

says 
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was peculiar, and folly and absurdity seldom chap. 
escaped his animadversion ^ In the collections y^i^* 
formed by the Florentines, of the mom e burle 
of celebrated men, Lorenzo bears a distinguished 
part ; but when expressions adapted to the occa- 
sion of a moment are transplanted to the page 
of a book, and submitted to the cool consider- 
ation of the closet, they too often remind us of 
a flower cropt from its stalk, to be preserved in 
arid deformi^. Possibly too, those who have 
assumed the task of selection may not have been 
accurate in th^ir choice, and perhaps the cele- 
brity of his name may have been an inducement 
to others to attribute to him witticisms unworthy ' 
of his character. Yet the bon-mots of Lorenzo 
may rank with many of those which have been 
published with importance, and read with avi- 
dity. 



flays Jacques Moisant, Sieur de Brieux. v. Menagiana, 
torn. i. p* 59, where the author has traced this sentim'ent 
from Plutarch to Politiano, and downwards to Victorius, 
Heinsius, and de Brieux. ^ Quelque belle et fine, au 
" reste," says he, ** que soit cette pens^e, us^e au- 
« jourd'hui comme elle est, on n' oserait plus la rep^- 
« t^r." 

« 

r 

^ ^ Quum jocabatur, nihil hilarius ; quum mordebat 
w nihil asperius." Valoriy in vU4, fi^ 1 4. 
VOL. It. Y 
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e H A P. dity^. Grazzini has also introduced diis emi* 
^^^^' nent man as amusing himself with a piece of 
meditated jocularity, in order to free himself 
from die importunate visits of a physician, who 
too frequently appeared at his table; but for 
tiie veracity of this narrative, we have only the 
authority of a professed novelist^. Nor is it 

likely 

^ ScTcral of them ore related by Vakwi, and manf 
others may be found in the Facttiti MotU et Burle^ di 
diverei Sig^oriy Isfc* Raccolte per Lod* Domeniclu. Ven^ 
1588« One of his kinsmen, remarkable for his avarice, 
having boasted that he had at his villa a plentiful stream 
of fine water, Lorenzo replied, If soj you might afford t9 
kee/i cleaner hand^» Bartolommeo Soccini, of Sienna^ 
ha^ng observed, in alhision to the defect in Lorenzo't 
tight) that the air of Florence was injurious to the eyes ; 
TVttr, said Lorenzo, and that of Sienna to the brain* Being 
interrogated by Ugolino Martelli, why he rose so late in 
the morning, Lorenzo in return inquired from Martelli, 
why he rose so soon, and finding that it was to employ 
himself in trifles, My morning dreamty said Lorenzo, are 
better than thy moming*9 business. When Soccini eloped 
from Florence, to evade his engagements as professor of 
civil law there, and being taken and brought back, was 
committed to prison^ he complained that a man of his 
eminence should undergo such a shameful punishment* 
You should remembery said Lorenzo, that the shame is not in 
the fiunishmentj but in the crime. VaU ft. I A. Dom.jfi. 131, i5*c» 

« Anton-Francesco Grazzini, detto II Lasca* Mivellcy 
/ Edm Lond. 1756. La terza CenCj Mrv. x. The argument 

of 
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likely that Lorenzo, though he frequently in- chap. 
dulged in the license allowed by the Roman viii. 
satirist, would have forgotten the precaution 
with which it is accompanied ^ or would have 
misemployed his time and his talents, in con- 
triving ai. J executing ao insipid and childish an 
entertainment. 

Although 



of this novel is as follows : << Lorenzo vecchio de' Medici 
^ da due travestiti, fa condurre Maestro Manente ubriaco 
^ una sera dopo cena segretamente nel suo palagio, e 
^ quiTi e altrove lo tiene, senza sapere egli dove sia, 
<< lungo tempo al bujo, facendogli portar mangiare da 
^ due immascherati ; dopo per via del Monaco bu£Pone, 
<^ da a credere alle persone^ lui esser morto di peste, 
^ perciocch^ cavato di casa sua un morto, in suo scambio 
^ lo fa dissotterare. U Magnifico poi con modo strava- 
^ gante manda via Maestro Manente^ il quale finalmente 
^ creduto morto da ognuno> arriva in Firenze> dove la 
** moglie, pensando che fuase I'anima sua^ lo caccia via 
^ come se fusse lo spirito, e dalla gente avuto la corsa, 
^< trova solo Burchiello, che lo riconosce^ e piatendo 
<^ prima la moglie in Vescovado, e poi alii Otto ^ rimesso 
<< la causa in Lorenzo, il quale fatto venire Nepo da 
^ Galatrona, fa veder alle persone, og^i cosa esser inter- 
<< venuta al Medico per forza d' incanti ; sicche riavuta 
^ la donna, Maestro Manente piglia per suo avvocato 
<* San Cipiiano." 

^ Nee lusisse pudet— sed non incidcre ludum* 

Hor. Efi* lib* i. 
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CHAP. Although there is reason to believe that 
v^^^* Clarice Orsini, the wife of Lorenzo, was not 
t*ir'Iddi^i> ^^ object of his early passion, yet that he lived 
«i to liccn- with her in uninterrupted affection, and treated 
°'*"* her on all occasions with the respect due to her 
rank and her virtues, appears from oiany cir- 
cumstances. He has not, however, escaped an 
imputation which has sometimes attached itself 
to names of great celebrity, and which indeed 
too often taints the general mass of excellence 
with the leven of human nature. " Such a 
" combination of talents and of virtues, '* says 
Machiavelli, " as appeared in Lorenzo de' Me- 
" dici, was not counterbalanced by a single 
fault, although he was incredibly devoted to 
the indulgence of an amorous passion^" In 
asserting a particular defect, it is remarkable 
thftt the historian admits it not as an exception 
to his general approbation. Yet it is not to be 
denied, that if such an accusation were esta- 
blished, it would be difficult to apologize for 
Lorenzo, although the manners of the age, and 
the vivacity of his natural disposition, might be 
urged in extenuation of his misconduct. In 
justice, however, to his character, it must be 
' observed, 






K Hist* Flor» libm y'xiu 
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observed, that the history of the times furnishes chap. 
us with no information, either as to the circum- vm* 
stances attending his amours, or the particular 
objects of his passion ^ ; nor indeed does there 
appear, from the testimony of his contempo- 
raries, any reason to infer that he is justly 
charged with this deviation from the rules of 
virtue, and of decorum K Probably this impu- 
tation is founded only on a presumption arising 
from the amorous tendency of some of his 

poetical 



^ On lui a encore reproch^ le defaut des ames h^ro- 
iques et sensibles, trop de penchant ^ 1' amour. Je s^ai 
qu'il aima prodigieusement les femmes, et j' ignore com- 
ment cette sourse in^puisable de faiblesses, n'en fut point 
une pour lui. S'il brulait vivement, il brulait sensement ; 
jamais ses galanteries ne firent ombrage aux citoyens, 
parcequ'elles n'inilu^rent en rien sur sa conduite publique* 
Sa vie grave, et sa vie badine, ^taient tellement s^par^ea, 
qu'on eut dit qu*il y avait deux hommes en lui. . 

Tenhove^ Mem. GeneaU de la Mahon de Medici9^ 
liv. xi. /e. 143. 

^ In the poem of Brandolini, De iaudibua Law* Med* 
(jifip* J^Q* L.) the attention of Lorenzo to the dictates 
of morality and decorum, as well in himself as others, is 
the particular subject of paneg^rick, and that by a contem- 
porary writer. Had the conduct of Lore;azo been 
notoriously licentious, such praise would have been the se- 
verest satire. 
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CHAP, poetical writings ; and certain it is, that if the 
^^^^* ofepring of ima^nation and the effusions of 
poetry be allowed to decide, the grounds of his 
conviction may be found in almost every line* 
It may perhaps be observed that these pieces 
were chiefly the productions of his youth, before 
the restrictions of the marriage vow had sup- 
pressed the breathings of passion ; but how shall 
we elude the inference which arises from thft 
following lines ? 

Teco 1' ayessi il ciel donna congiunto 
In matrimonio: ah che pria non veniati 
Al mondO) o io non son piil tardo giunto i 



O that the marriage bond had join*d our fate^ / 
Nor I been bom too soon, nor thou too late ! 

Or from these, which are still more ex* 
plicit. 

Ma questo van pensiero a che soggiomo ? 
Se tu pur dianzi, ed io fui un tempo avanti, 
Dal laccio conjugal legato intomo ? 



But why these thoughts irrelevant and vain ! 
If I, long since in Hymen's fetters tied. 
Am doom'd to hear another call thee bride ? 



Nor 
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Nor must it be denied that this degiack frag- c i^ a p. 
stent, though incorrect and unfinished, is distin- v^^^* 
guished by that pathos and glow of expression 
which genuine passion can alone inspire^. If 
in this piece Lorenzo be amorous, in others he 
is licentious ; and if we admit the production of 
a moment of levity, as the evidence of his feel- 
ings, the only regret that he experienced was 
from the reflection that he had, in the course of 
his past time, imprudently neglected so many 
opportunities of collecting the sweets that were 
strewn in his way^ But shall we venture to 
Infer, that because Lorenzo wrote amyous 
verses, and amused himself with jeux i^ esprit^ 
his life was dissolute, and his conduct immoral ? 
" As poetry is the flower of science," says 
Mens^, " so Acre b not a single person of 
*< education who has not composed, or at least 
<< wished to compose verses ; and as love is a 
^< natural passion, and poetry is the language tA 
«* love, so there is no one who has written 
" verses who has not felt the effects of love." 

If 



«p 



^ «• this piece, endUed Ble^gioj in the poenu of L^ 
TttmOf published ia the third voluine. 

1 See the piece entitled La Con/cswrnct also printed 
amo^g his poems in the third volume* 
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CHAP. If we judge with such severity, what will become 
^'^^* of the niunerous throng of poets who have 
thought it sufficient to allege in their justifica- 
tion,, that if 

Their verse was xoanton^ yet their lives were chaste f 

or what shall we say to the extensive catalogue 
of learned ecclesiasticks, who have endeavoured 
to fill the void of celibacy, by composing verses 
on subjects of love"? 



ChUdrenof 
Lorenxo. 



Whatever may be thought of the conduct or 
the sentiment^ of Lorenzo on this head, it does 
npt appear that he left any offspring of illicit 
love,; but by his wife Clarice he had a nume- 
rous progeny, of which three sons and four 
daughters arrived at the age of lyvaturity. Piero 
his eldest son was born on the fifteenth day of 
February 1471 ; Giovanni, on the eleventh day 
of December 1475 ; and Giuliano, his youngest, 
in 1478* Of these the first was distinguished 
by a series of misfortunes too justly merited, 
the two latter by an unusual degree of prospe- 
rity; 



n For this catalogue, from Heliodorus bishop of 
Tricca in Thessaly^ to M* Du Bois doctor in theology at 
Paris, the reader may consult the Anti^BaiUet of M« Me-^ 
nage, written by hir*. when upwards of seventy years of 
age ; the most singular instance of industry, wit, vanity, 
and learning, that the annals of literature can produce. 



k 
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ntj ; Giovanni having obtained llie dignity of c h a ?• 
the Tiara, which he wore by the name of Leo X. y^^^* 
and Giuliano having allied himself by marriage 
to the royal house of France, and obtained the 
title of duke of Nemours. 

In no point of view does the character of "^""^^^ 
this extraordinary man appear more engaging them, 
than in his affection towards his children, in his 
care of their education, and in his solicitude for 
their welfiu-e. In their society he relaxed from 
his imp<H*tant occupations, and accustomed him- 
self to share their j^asures and promote their 
amusements". By what more certain means 
can a parent obtain that confidence so necessary 
to enable him to promote the happiness of his 
children ? The office of an instructer of youth 

he 

^ ■ ^ ^ dilettasse d' huomini faceti e mordaci, 

<< & di giuochi puerili, piA che a tanto huomo non pareTa 
^ si convenisse ; in modo che molte volte fu visto tra i 
^ suoi figliuoli e figliuole, tra i loro trastulli mesco- 
* larsi**' Mac* Hint. Ub, viii. On this subject I must 
not omit the comment of the interesting and elegant 
Tenhove : *^ Est il un spectacle plus touchant, que celui 
^ de voir un tel homme d^poser le fardeau de la gloire 
<< au sein de la nature ? A des yeux non vici^s Laurent 
(( de' Medicis parait bien grande, et bien aimable, lorsqu'U 
" joue a croix et pile avec le petit due de Nemours, ou 
^ qu'il se rpule a t^rre avec Leon X*" 

Taih* Mem. GeneaUUb, xi* fi. 142* 

VOL. II. Z 
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CRAP, he considered as of the highest impdrtahce. 
^ly^- ^ << If," says he, " we esteem those whocontri- 
" bute to the prosperity of the state, we ought 
** to place in the first rank the tutors of our 
'* children, whose labours are to influence pos- 
'* terity, and on whose precepts and exertions 
** the dignity of our family, and of our country, 
" in a great measure depends®." 



poutiano Sqq^ after the conspiracy of the Pazzi, 

accorepa^ *■ 

nicithemto whcu Lorcuzo tliought it expedient ^o remove 
"*°**'' his family to Pistoia, they were accompanied by 
Politiano, as the instructer of his sons, who gave 
frequent information to his patron of their situa* 
tioa, and the progress made in the education of 
his children. These confidential letters enable 
us to form a more accurate idea of the disposi- 
tion of their author, than we can collect from 
any of his writings intended for publication. 
Restless, impatient of control, and conceiving 
all merit to be concentred in the acquisition of 
learning, he could brook no opposition to his 

authority. 

^ Si ferx partus suos diligimt, qua nos in liberos 
nostros indulgentia esse debemus ? £t si omnes, qui 
civitati consulunt, cari nobis sunt, certe in primis libe- 
rorum institutores, quorum industria sempitemum tem- 
pus spectat, quorumque prseceptis, consiliis, et Tirtute, 
retinebimus familiae et reipublicx dignitaten:* 

Laur. Med. ad Polite afi. Fabr* v. u/t. 166. 
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authority. The intervention of Madonna Cla- chap. 
rice, in the direction of her children, was in ^^^^* 
his judgment impertinent, because she was unlet* 
tered, and a woman. In cme of his letters he 
earnestly requests that Lorenzo will delegate to 
him a more extensive power ; whilst in another, 
written on the same day, he acknowledges that 
this request was made under th^ impulse .pf 
passion, and solicits indulgence for the infirmity 
of his temper. The subsequient eminence of 
his pupils renders these letters interesting^* 
What fHend of literature can. be indi£ferent to 
the infancy of Leo the Tenth? ^' Piero," saye 
Politiano, '^ attends to his studies with-tolerable 
*^ diligence. We daily make excursions throi^gh 
*^ the neighbourhood, we visit the gardens with 
'^ which this city abounds, and sometimes look 
< < into the libirary of Maestro Zambino, where I 
** have found some good pieces, both in Gieek 
<* and Latin. Giovanni rides out on horseback, 
** and the people follow him in crowds." 
From Pistoia the femUy retired^ in die close '^Z^. 
of the year to Caffagiolo, where they passed ^he 
winter; from whence Politiano continued his 
correspondence with Lorenzo, and occasionally 

addressed 



P They are given, from the collection of Fabroni, in 
the Appendix, JVb. LIX. 



17fi TH« UtX OF 

CHAP* adckeased himself to Ins mother, Madomm 
^^^^* Lucretia, between whom and thk evunent 
scholar theK sulMnted a fiimdly »d coii£deAtial 
interoourse. These letters afibrd an Hddi&ntal 
proof of the queruloas&ess of genias, and mxf 
serve to reconcile mediocrity to its fdacid inaig* 
nificance*. ^^ The only fiews I t:an said you^'* 
thus he writes to this lady, ^* is, that wehave hem 
^ such continual rains, that it is impossttde to 
^^ quit the house, and the exercises of tha 
^' country are changed for childish sports within 
*' doors. Here I stand by the fire-side, in my 
*< great coat and slippers, that you might take 
*^ me fcM* the very figure of meianchcrfy. Indeed 
^^ I am the same at aO times ; for I neither see^ 
<* nor hear, nor do ai^ thing that gives me 
^* pleasure, so much am I affected l^ the 
^ IJioughts of our calamities; sleqiing and 
<< waking they still oontunte to haunt me. Two 
^' days since we were all rejoicing upon hearing 
<* that the plague had ceased-^now we are 
<' depressed on behig informed that som:e symp« 
" tomsof it yet remain. Were we at Florence, 
^ we should have some consolation, were it 
^^ only that of seeing Lorenzo when he returned 
^^ to his house ; but here we are in continual 
^* anxiety, and I, for my part, am half dead 

"with 
■ ■ ■ III 

•1 V, Jfifi, JVb. LX. 
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*^ wi&lKditadeapd vearineM. Tke flagiie audi c h ap. 
'< the war are inoessanfly i& my vcamA. I lament ^ni^- 
'' past miafortanes, and afftioipate future crib.; 
^ and Iliaye HG laager at my^ side as^ dear Ma* 
^ donna Laieretia, to wh^m I ladght unbosam 
^* my cares. " Sudi is the asekndioly' atrain im 
which Pelitiafio addresses Ibe asodier of iio* 
fetkzo ; but we seldom complain cB»ept tD'&ose 
M^ esteem ; smd this letter 'is a better ei/ddenoe 
of the feelings of Pditiaao, than a vohMie cC 
well-turned compliments. 

■ 

In conciliating the n^ard of Qarice, Polii ^^^ 
tiano was not equally fiMtunate. Her -inti^- PoHtiano 
ference with mm m his orace appeared to hiiu as naoarice. 
an unpardonable intrusion. << As for Giovanni/' 
says he, ^' his mother employs him in reac^g 
^ die psalter, which I by no means commend. 
<< Whilst she declined interfering wath him, it is 
** astonishing how rapidly he improyed, inso- 
^* much that he read without any assistance. 
** There is nothing," he proceeds, " which i 
<< ask more earnestly of Heaven, than that I may 
*« be able to convince you of my .^defity, my 
<< diligence, and my patience, which I would 
♦* prove even by my death. Many things, how- 
<< ever, I omit, that amidst your numerous avo- 
" cations I may not add to your solicitude." 
When Politiano wrote thus to his patron, it 

is 



i 
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c B A P. is not to be supposed that his conduct at Caifii- 
^^^^* giolo was distinguished by moderation or com- 
placency. The dissensions between him and 
Madonna Clarice consequently increased, till at 
length the intemperance or the arrogance of 
Politiano afforded her a just pretext for compel- 
ling him to quit the house. By a letter from 
Clarice to her husband on this occasion, we are 
infoitned 6f die provocation which she received, 
and must confess that she had sufficient cause 
for the measures she adopted ; for what wqman 
can bear with patience the stings of ridicule '^ ? 
<< I shall be ^ad," says she, <^ to escape being 
<* made the subject of a tale of Franco's, as 
<^ I.uigi Pulci was ; nor do I like that Messer 
<< Agnolo should threaten that he would remain 
^* in the house in spite of me. You remember 
^* I told you, that if it was your will he should 
*^ stay, I was perfectly contented ; and although 
^^ I have suffered infinite abuse from him, yet if it 
<* be with your assent, I am satisfied. But I do 
^^ not believe it to be so.'' On this trying occa- 
sion, as on many others, Politiano experienced 
the indulgence and Mendship of Lorenzo, who, 
seeing that a reconciliation between the contend- 
ing 



' The letter of Clarice to her husband is given in the 
Appendix, JVb. LXL 
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ing parties was impracticable, allowed the ba- chap. 
nished scholar a residence in his house at Fiesole. vm. 



Na longer fretted by female opposition, or Pounano 
wearied with the monotonous task of inculcating Fieaoie. and 
leammg, his mmd soon recovered its natural poementi- 
tone ; and the fruits of the leisure which he ^«*««'^^- 
enjoyed yet appear in a beautiful Latin poem, 
inferiour in its kind only to the Georgicks of Vir- 
^1, and to which he gave the title of Rusticus. 
In the close of this poem, he thus expresses his 
gratitude to his constant benefactor : 

Talia Fesuleo lentus meditabar Id antro, 
Rure sub urbano Medicum, qua mons sacer urbem 
Msoniam, longique volumina despicit Arni. 
Qua bonus hospitium felix, placidamquc quietem 
Indulget Laurens, Laurens baud ultima Phoebi 
Gloria, jactatis Laurens fida anchora musis ; 
Qui si certa magvs penniserit otia nobis, 
AfiBabor majore Deo.- 



Thus flow tiie strains, whilst here at ease reclin'd 
At length the sweets of calm repose I find ; 
Where Fesule, with high impending broW} 
O'erlooks Maeonian Florence stretch'd below; 
Whilst Arno, winding through the mild domain, 
Leads in repeated folds his lengthened train* 
jNor thou thy poet's grateful strain refuse, 
Lorenzo ! sure resource of every muse ; 
Whose praise, so thou his leisure hour prolong, 
Shall claim tlie tribute of a nobler song. 

Were ^ 
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CHAP. 
VIII. 

Pkrode' 
MedScL 



Were we to g^ve impiick credk to the testi- 
mony of his tutor, Piero de' Medici united m 
himself all the great qualities by which his pro* 
genitors had been succesfiively distinguished :• 
^' The talents of his father, the virtues of has 
*' grand£ither, and the pnideftce of the venerabfe 
^^ Cosmo'." Lorenzo hhnaelf had certainly 
formed a favoursri^le opinion of his capacity, 
and is said to have remarked that his eldest son 
would be distinguished for ability, his second 
for probity, his third by an amiable temper^ 
The fondness of a parent was gratified in observ- 
ing those instances of an extraordinary memory, 
which Piero displayed in his childhood, and in 
listening to the poetical pieces which he was 
accustomed to recite to the familiar circle of 
friends, who perhaps admired, and certainly 
applauded his efforts. Among these were some 
of the whimsical productions of Matteo 

Franco. 



* Scis autcm quaisti gratus multitudini sit et ciribus, 
Petrus nosier, non minus jam sua^ quam familie gloria ; 
scilicet in quo Patris ingenium, Patrui virtus, Patrui 
magni humanitas, Avi probitas, Proavi prudenda, pietas 
Abavi reviviscit : omnium rero majorum suorum libera- 
litaS) omniumque animus. 

Pol. Efi. lib. xii. Efi. 6. 



* Valori in vitd Laur» fi. 64. 
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Franco\ As he advanced in years, his father chap. 
was desirous that he should always participate v^^^ 
in the conversation of those eminent scholars 
who frequented the palace of the Medici ; and it 
was with pleasure that Lorenzo saw the mutual 
attachment that subsisted between his son and 
the professors of literature in general \ The 

celebrated ' 



"^ Quin idem parens tuus, penib infantem adhuc te, 
quaedam ex his (Franci carminibus) facetiora, ridiculi 
gratia docebat, qux tu dclnde inter adductos amicos baN 
butiebas, et eleganti quodam gestu> qui quidem iilain 
deceret aetatulam, commendabas. 

Pol. Efuad Pet, Med. lib. x* Efi. 12. 

^ Landino, in his dedication of the works of Virgil to 
Piero de* Medici, thus adverts to the attention of Lorenzo 
to the education of his children, and particularly of 
Piero : " Plurima sunt qua in illo (Laurentio) admirer ; 
" sed illud prac ceteris, quod in liberis educandis indul- 
^ gentioris quidem parentis numquam, optimi vero ac 
** sapientissimi semper, summa sedulitate officium com- 
** pleverit. Id te vero informando, atque erudiendo, 
<* quid umquam omisit ? Nam quamvis ipse per sc 
•* quotidie admoneret, praeciperct, ac juberet, tamen 
" cum sciret quanti esset, ne a Prxceptoris latere 
** umquam discederes, ex omni hominum doctorum 
« copia, Angelum Politianum elegit, virum multa ac 
« varia doctrina eruditum, Poetam vero egregium, 
«< egregiumque Oratorem, ac denique totius antiquitatls 
« diligentem perscrutatorem, cui pucrilcm xtatem tuam 

«ct 
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CHAP, celebrated epistles of Politiano, which were 
J^^i^* collected by their author at the instance of 
Piero, and to whom they are inscribed in 
terms of grateful afection, bear ample testimony 
to his acquirements ; and the frequent mention 
made of his name by the learned correspondents 
of Politiano, is a convincing proof of his atten- 
tion to their interests, and his attachment to the 
cause of letters. Happy if the day that opened 
with such promising appearances had not been 
so suddenly over- clouded ; 



Srd zefihyri 9/ieB fiortavcre patemaa. 



and Piero, by one inconsiderate step, which his 
subsequent efforts could never retrieve, rendered 
ineffectual all the solicitude of his father, and all 
the lessons of his youth. 



Giovanni 
^e* Medici. 



Giovanni, the second son of Lorenzo, was 
destined from his inf^cy to the church. Early 
brought forward into publick view, and strongly 
impressed with a sense of the necessity of a grave 
deportment, he seems never to have been a child. 
At seven years of age he was admitted into holy 

orders, 



*< et optimis moribus fingendam, et optimis artibiu 
^ AC diiciplinis excolendam, traderet." 

Band. Sfiec. Lit. Flor. v. i. fi» 222. in not. 
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orders, and received the ton^ura froiti Gentile, chap. 
bishop of Arezzo. From thenceforth he was v^^^* 
called Messer Giovanni, and was soon after- 
wards declared capable of ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment. Before he was eight y6ars of age he was 
appointed by Louis XI. of France, abbot of 
Fonte Dolce, which wad imtn^iatfeiy succeeded 
by a presentation from the same patron, to th(i 
archbishoprick of Aix in Provence ; but in this 
instance the liberality of the kihg was bp|>6sed 
by an invincible objection, for before the investi- 
ture could be obtained frbhi the pope, ihform- 
ation was received at Florence that the drchbi- 
shop >vas yet living. This disappointment was 
however compensated by the abbacy of the rich 
monastery of Pasignano "^ . Of the glaring inde- 
corum of bestowing' spiritual functions on a 
child, Lorenzo was fully sensible, and he ac- 
cordingly endeavoured to counteract the unfa- 
vourable impression which it might make on 
the publick mind, by inculcating upon his son 
the strictest attention to his manners, his morals, 
Und his improvement. He had too much saga- 
city 



^ These particulars are circumstantially related in 
the Ricordi of Lorenzo, who seems to have interested 
himself in the early promotion of his son with uncommctfi 
earnestness, v. ^fifi* Aom LXII. 
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CHAP, city not to be convinced, that the surest method 
^^^^* of obtaining the rewards of merit is to deserve 
them ; and Messer Giovanni was not more 
distinguished from his youthful associates by 
the high promotions which he enjoyed, than 
he was by his attention to his studies, his strict 
performance of the duties enjoined him, and his 
inviolable regard to truth. 

du^^i^ In providing for the expenses of the wars 
ddrtsand in which the Florentines had been engaged, 

qoitt com* , <^ tj 

merce for cousidcrablc dcbts had been incurred ; and as 
agrictature. ^j^^^^ j^j ^^^ ^^^ Icamcd thc destructive expe- 
dient of anticipating their future revenue, or 
transferring their own burthens to their poste- 
rity, it became necessary to provide for the 
payment of these demands. Besides the debts 
contracted in the name of the republick, Lorenzo 
had been obliged to have recourse to his agents 
in different countries to borrow large sums of 
money, which had been applied to the exigencies 
of the state ; but it was no improbable conjec- 
ture, that the money which had been lavishly 
expended during the heat of the contest would 
be repaid with reluctance when the struggle 
was over. These considerations occasioned liim 
great anxiety ; for whilst on the one hand he 
dreaded the disgrace of being wanting in the 
performance of his pecuniary engagements, he 

was 
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was not perhaps less apprehensive^ on the other c n a f* 
hand, of diminishing his influence in Florence, ^n^* 
by the imposition of additional taxes. From 
this difficulty he saw no possibility of extricating 
himself, but by the most rigid attention, as well 
to the improvement of the publick revenue, as 
to the state of his own concerns. The increas- 
ing prosperity of the city of Florence seconded 
his efforts, and in a short time the creditors of 
the state were fully reimbursed, without any 
increase of the publick burthens. His own 
engagements yet remained incomplete ; but 
whilst he was endeavouring, from his large 
property and extensive concerns, to discharge 
the demands against him, a decree providing 
for the payment of his debts out of the publick 
treasury relieved him from his difficulties, and 
proved that the affection of his fellow-citizens 
yet remained unimpaired*. Lorenzo did not 
however receive this mark of esteem, without 
bitterly exclaiming against the negligence and 
imprudence of his factors and correspondents, 
who, by their inattention to his affairs, had 
reduced him to the necessity of accepting such a 
favour. From this period he determined to 

close 



* Valori in viLi Laur, ^.38. 
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c H A F. dose his mercantile concerns with all possible 
Z^^^^* expedition, we]l considering, that besides the 
inherent uncertainty of these transactions, the 
success of them depended too much on the 
industry and integrity of others. He therefore 
resolved to turn his attention to occupations 
more particularly under his own inspection, and 
to relinquish the fluctuating advantages of com^ 
merce,vfor the more certain revenue derived 
from the cultivation of his rich farms and 
extensive possessions in different parts of Tus<> 
cany. 

vniaorpoc. His villa of Po^io-Cajano was, in his inter- 
*^**^'"~' vals of leisure, his favourite residence. Here 
he erected a magnificent mansion^, and formed 
the complete establishment of a princely farmer. 
Of this. fertile domain, and of the labours of 
Lorenzo in its cultivation and improvement, 
one of his contemporaries has left a very parti- 
cular 



Medicum quid tecta superba, 



Carregi, et Trebii : ^Fesulana aut condita rupe 
Conimemorcm ? jures LucuUi tecta superba : ' 
Quseque sine exemplo Cajana palatia Lqureiia 
Aedificat, quorum scandet fastigia, tanquam 
Per planum iret eques, partesque equitabit in omnes. 

l^. Verini de illust. Urb^ lib* ii. 
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cular and authentick description*. " The village chap. 
" of Cajano," says he, " is built on the easy vm» 
*^ sflope of a hill, and is at the distance of about 
" ten miles from Florence. The road to it from 
" the city is very spacious, and excellent even in 
" winter, and is in every respect suitable for all 
" kinds of carriages. The river Ombrone winds 
<< round it with a smooth deep stream, affording 
" great plenty of fish. The villa of Lorenzo is 
<* denominated Ambra^ either from the name 
♦* of the river, or on account of its extraordinary 
<< beauty. His fields are occasionally refreshed 
<* with streams of fine and wholesome water, 
♦* which Lorenzo, with that magnificence which 
^' characterizes all his undertakings, has con- 
« veyed by an aqueduct over mountains and 
^^ precipices for many miles ^ The house is 

" not 



« JIfic. Vcrini Efi. xvi. aft. Band. Cat. Bib. Laur. v. ill. 
/i. 483. 

* This aqueduct is frequenUy celebrated in the poems 
of Politiano. 

In/ontem Laurentii Medkie Amhram. 

<^ Ut laaciTa suo fiirtinLdaret oscula Laaro, 

^ Ipsa sibi occ«Itas rapperit Ambra viaa»" 

And again 

Ineumdem. 

<< Traxit amatrices hsc usque ad liminaNjnnphas, 

^ Dum jactat Laurum saepius Ambra suum.'^' 
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C H ▲ P» Mftcte opibuB, macte ingexiio, xnea gloria Laueess, 
VIII« Gloria musanim Laurkns ! montesque prcqiinquoa 
_ " " Perfodis, et longo suspensos excipis arcu, 

Pnegelidas ductuniB aquas, qua prala supinum 
Lata videtpodmiBy riguie ubenima Ijrmphia; 
Aggere tuu Bovo) piao^iaqu* undique wplA 
limitibus, per qiue multo scrvante molosso 
Plena TarentipU succrescunt ubera vaccia ; 
Atque aliud nigris missum (qiiis credat) ab Indis, 
Ruminat igtiotas armentum discolor herbas* 
Atvituli tepidis clausi foenilibus intuft, 
Expectant tota sugendasnocte parentes* 
lutereamaguis lac ctensum bulUt aheais^ 
Brachiaque exertus senior, tunicataque pubes 
Comprimit) et longa siccandum ponit in umbra* 
Utque pix pascuntur oves, ita vastus obeso 
Corpore, sus oalabor- cavea stat clausus olentif 
Atqoe aUam en. alia poicit gruimitihua eacam* 
Celtiber ecce sibi Ulebrosa cuniculua autra 
Perforat ; Innumei'ua net s^Qa vellera boQibyx ; 
At vaga floriferos errant dispersa per hortos, 
Multiforumque replent opeiiosa examina suber ; 
Et genus omne avium capti vis instrepit alls. 
Dumque Antenorei volucris cristata Timavi 
Parturit, et custoa capitoii gramina toodet, 
Multa lacu se mersatanas, subitaque volantes 
Nube diem fuscant Veneris tutela columbse. 



Go 



" Ambram ipsam Cajanam, prscdium (ut ita dixerim) 
^ omniferum, quasi pro laxamento sibi delegit civilium 
^< laborum. Tibi ergo poemation hoc qualecunque esti 
" nuncupamus," &c, Pridie nonas Nov. mcccclxxxv. 
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Go toky LoRKHzoy tiiou die muBt'B pride, CHAP. 

Pierce the hard rock and scoop the mountain's side ; vili. 

The distant streams shall hear thy potent call, — •— 

And the proud arch receive them as they falU ^ 
Thence o'er thy fields the genial waters lead, 
Hiat with hixnriant verdnre crown the mead* 
There rise thy mounds th' opposing flood that ward, 
There thy domains thy fakhfet maatives guard* 
Tarentum there her homed cattk cfends. 
Whose swelling teats the milky rill distends ; 
There India's breed of various colours range, 
Pleas'd with the novel scene aiid pastures strange. 
Whilst nighUy elos'd within their i^lter'd stall 
For the due treat the&r towing oApring calU 
Mean time the milk in spacious cojppers boils. 
With arms unstript the elder rustick loUs, 
The young /issist the curdled mass to squeeze. 
And place in cooling shades the recent cheese* 
Wide t>'er thy downs extends thy fleecy charge ; 
There the Calabrian hog obese and large, 
Loud from his sty demands his constant food ; 
And Spain supplies thee with thy rabbit brood. 
Where mulberry groves their length of shadow spread, 
Secure the silkworm spins his lustrous thread ; ' 
And cull'd from every flower the plunderer meets, 
The bee regales thee with her rifled sweets* 
There birds of various plume, and various note. 
Flutter their captive wings ; with cackling throat 
The Paduan fowl betrays her future breed, 
And there the geese, once Rome's preservers, feed, 
And ducks amusive sport amidst thy floods,' < 

And doveS) the pride of Venus, throng thy woods. 

When 
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CHAP. When Lorenzo was prevented, by his nume-' 
^iii* rous avocations, from enjoying his retreat at 

CMrtggir Poggio-Cajano, his other villas in the vicinity 
of Florence afforded him an opportunity of 
devoting to his own use, or the society of his 
friends, those shorter intervals of time whidii he 
could withdraw from the service of the puUick* 
His residence at Careggi was in every respect 
suitable to his rank. The house, which was 
erected by his grand&ther, and enlarged by his 
father, was sufficiently commodious* The adja^ 
cent grounds, which possessed every natuM 
advantage that wood and water could afibrd, 
were improved and planted under his own 
directions**, and his gardens were provided with 

every 



^ These particulars are adverted to in the following 
lines of Francesco Camerlini : 

AUuno in Villam Caregium LauretnH MedicUm 

Caregium gratx charites habitare feruntur, 

Gratus ager, chart gratior umbra loci. 
Cosmus honos, patrisque pater construxerat aedes, 

Disposuitque emptos ordine primus ag^s. 
Degener haud tanto natus Petrus inde parenti, 

Curavit partes amplificare suas. 
Vixque tibi, Laurens, in tanta mole reliquit 

Quod peragas, nisi quod maxima semper agis. 
Tu dignos Faunis lucos, fontesque Napaeis 

Struxi3ti, et deceant quae modo rura Deos. 

Band. Cat% Bid* Laur* v. iii. fi» 545. 
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every vegetable, either for ornament or use, ch ap. 
which the most diligent research could supply*. v(^^* 
But !Ficsole seems to have been the general ^^^i«^- 
resort of his literary friends, to, many of whom 
he allotted habitations in the neighbourhood, 
during the- amenity of the summer months. 
Of these Politiano and Pico were the most 
constant, and perhaps the most welcome guests. 
Landino, Scala, and Ficino were also frequent in 
their visits ; and Crinitus, the pupil of Politiano, 
a»d Marullus, his rival in letters and in love, 
were occasionally admitted to this select so- 
ciety ^ ** Superiour perhaps,'* says Voltaire, 
, (substi- 



^ This was perhaps one of the earliest collections of 
plants in Europe, which deserves the name of a Botanical 
Garden ; the authority of Sabbati, who dates the com- 
mencement of that at Rome in the pontificate ofNi- 

'cholas V. about the year 1450, being rejected by our 
eminent botanist Dr. Smith, who gives the priority to 
that of Padua in 153.3. v. Sabb, Hort. Eom. v. i. />• 1. 

' Dr. Smithes Introdjict. Dhcourse to the TranBactitm* of the 
Xmn. Soc.fi* 8. Of the garden of Lorenzo a very parti- 
cular account is given by Alessandro Braccio, in a Latin 
poem addressed to Bernardo Bembo» and preserved in 
the Laurentian Library, Plut. Ixxxxi. 9ufi* cod. 41. Band. 
Cat. V. iii. ft. 787 ; from which catalogue I shall insert it 
in the Appendix, Ab. LXIIL 

^ Petrus Crinitus (or Piero de* Ricci) thus addresses 
Marullus: 

Nupcr 
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CHAP, (substituting) however, Lascar and Chaleandyles 
^"^* for Scala and Crinitus), " to that of the boasted 
^^ sages of Greece." Of the beautiesipf ;this 
place, and of the friendly intercourse that sub- 
»sted among these emineaxt men, Politiano, in a 
letter to Ficino» gives us some idea^. <^ When 
^( you are incommoded," says he, ^^ with the 
'^ heat of the season in your retreat at t^areggi, 
'^ you will perhaps think the shelter of Fiesole 
^ not undeserving your notice. Seated between 
^ the sloping sides of t^e mountain^ we have 
^ here water in abundancke, and being constantly 
^ refreshed with moderate winds, find little 
'^ inconvenience from the glare of the sun. As 
'^ you approach the house it seems imbosomed 
^ in the wood ; but when you reach it, you find 
^ it commands a full prospect of the city. 

V <« Populous 



Nuper Fxsuleis (utBoleo) jugis, 
^entem Lesbiaco carmine moUiter 
Solar! libuit : mox teneram chelyn, 
Myrto sub virido deposui, et gradum, 

Placuit ad urbem flectcre, 
Qua noster Medicen pieridum Parens 
Marulle^ hospitium dulce tibi exhibet, 
Ac te perpetuis muneribus fovens, 
Phoebum non patitur tela resumere, 

JMurens Camoenanim decus. 

Criru ofl. Lugd. 1554.A 553. 
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'< PofiulouB as the vidmty is, yet I can here crap. 

" enjoy that solitude so gratifying to my dispo- vm^* 

** sition. But I shall tempt you with other 

<' Mlurements. Wandering beycmd the limits 

*' of his own plantation^ Pico sometimes steals 

^^ unexpectedly on my retirement, and draws 

<< me from my shades to partake of his supper. 

** What kind of sapper that is you well know ; 

^^ sparing indeed, but neat, and rendered grate- 

*^ ful by the charms of his conversation. Be 

♦^ you, however my guest. Your supper here 

** shall be as good, and your wine perhaps 

<< better ; for in the quality of my wine I shall 

'^ contend for superiority even with Pico him- 

" self." 

Besides his places of residence before no- other 
ticed, Lorenzo had large possessions in different ^'«»*^*- 
parts of Tuscany. His house at Cafiagiolo, near 
the village of that name among the j^omantick 
scenes of the Appenines, had been the favourite 
residence of his grandfather Cosmo ; who, on 
being asked why he preferred this place to his 
more convenient habitation at Fiesole, is said 
to have assigned as a reason, that Caffagiolo 
seemed pleasantcr, because all the country he * 
could see from his windows was his own. At 
Agnana in the territory of Pisa, Lorenzo had ' 
a fertile domain, which he improved by draining 

and 
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CHAP, and bringing into cultivation the extensive 
v^i^* marshes that lay in its neighbourhood, the 
completion of which was only prevented by Ms 
death^. Another estate in the district of Vol* 
terra was rendered extremely fruitlbl by his 
ld>ours, and yielded htm an ample revenue. 
Valori relates, that Lorenzo was highly gratified 
with the amusement of horseracing, and that 
he kept many horses for this purpose, amongst 
which was a roan, that on every occasion bore 
away the prize. The same author professes to 
have heard from Politiano, that as often as this 
horse happened to be sick, or was wearied with 
the course, he refused any nourishment except 
from the hands of Lorenzo, at whose approach 
he testified his pleasure by neighing and by 
motions of his body, even whilst lying on the 
ground ; so that it is not to be wondered at, 
sayB this author, by a kind of commendation 
rather more striking than just, that Lorenzo 
should be the delight of mankind, when even 
the brute creation expressed an affection for 
him'* 

In 



^ Valor* in vitd Laur* /u 39. 

' Delectabatur maxime equorum cursu. Quare 
equos plurimos habuit in delltiis, in quibus ille fuit, 

quern 
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hi the year 14^84, at which time Piero de' crap. 
Medici, the eldest son of Lorenzo, was about v^^^* 
fourteen years of age, his fiither judged it expe- pierode* 
dient to send him to Rome on a visit to the ^T^^'!'^^ 
pope, and appointed Scala and Politiano as his 
oonipanions. He did not however implicitly 
confide in tibeir distreticm, but drew up himself 
very fidl and explicit directions for the conduct 
of his son during his absence. These instruc- 
tions yet remain, and may serve, as much as any 
circumstance whatever, to give us an idea of 
the sagacity and penetration of Lorenzo, and of 
his attention, not only to the regulation of the • > 
manners of his son, but to the, promotion of his 
own views^ He advises him to speak naturally, 

without 



quern de colore morellum appellabaat, tantae pernici- 
tatis, ut ex omnibus certamiaibus victoiiam semper re- 
portaverit* De hoc equo ipse a Politiano audivi, quod 
minim legentibus videatur, non tamen novum, eum^ 
quoties vel aegrotaret, vel defessus esset, nisi a Laurentio 
oblatum cibum omnem fastidire solitum, et quoties- 
cumque ille accederet, motu corporis, et hinnitu, quam- 
vis humi prostratum, animi laetitiam fiiisse testatum, ut 
non jam mirum sit tantopere hominibus gratum, quenv 
etiam ferae dilexerint* Valor, in vitdy ft^ 49. 

^ This curious paper of private instructions from 
Lorenzo to his son yet remains, and is given in the 
Aptpendix, from the collection of Fabroni (Ab. LXI V«) 
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CHAP* without afiectatiob) not to be anxious to display 

y^^^* his learning, to use expressions of civility, and 

to address himself with seriousness, and yet 

with ease to all. On his arrival at Rome, he 

cautions him not to take precedence of his coun-: 

try men who are his superiours in age ; ^^ for 

" though you are my son,'* sajrs he, " you will 

** remember that you are only a citizen of Fk>- 

*^ rence like themselves.'' He suggests to him; 

what topicks it will be proper for him to dwell 

upoh in his interview with the pope ; and diirects 

him to express, in the most explicit manner^ 

the devotion of his father to the holy see. He 

then proceeds to the essential object of his mis* 

sion. *^ After having thus recommended me to 

*< his holiness, you will inform him, that your 

^ ** affection for your brother induces you to speak 

*^ a word in his favour. You can here mention 

*' that I have educated him for the priesthood, 

*^ and shall closely attend to his learning and 

^^ his manners, so that he may not disgrace his 

*« profession. That in this respect I repose all 

<^ my hopes on his holiness; who, having already 

^* given us proofs of his kindness and affection, 

" will add to our obligations by arty promotion 

' '** which he may think proper to bestow upon 

** him. Endeavouring by these and similar 

** expressions to recommend your brother to 

'^ his favour as much as lies in your power." 

In 



V 
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In whatever manner Piero acquitted himself chap* 
on his youtblul embassy, it is probable that ^^^^* 
(his interview accomplished the object pn which ^^JI^j^ 
the futnre ftutunes of his house were $o mate- tothedigoity 

of a cstfdiittli ' 

rially to depend; and Giovanni de^ Medici, 
when only thirteen years of age, ranked with 
the prime supporters of the Roman church. It 
seems, however, that although the pope had 
complied with the pressing instances of Lorenzo, 
in bestowini^ on his scm the dignity of a cardinal, 
he was not insensible of the indecorum of such 
a measure, for he expressly prcrfiibited him ^ 
from assuming the insignia of his rank for three 
years, requesting that he would apply that inter- 
val to the diligent prosecution of his^ studies. 
He accordingly went to Pisa, where the regu- 
larity of his conduct, and his attention to his 
improvement, justified in some d^free the extra- 
ordinary indulgence which he had experienced, 
in consequence of which his father made the 
most pressing instances to the pope to shorten 
idle term of his probation. ^^ Trust the ma- 

* nagement of this business to me," said Inno- 

< cent ; ^^ I have heard of his good conduct, and 
^ of the honours which he has obtained in his 

< college disputes. I consider him as my own 

< son, and shall, when it is least expected, 

* order his promotion to be made publick; 

< besides which, it is my intention to do much 

"more 
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CHAP. ^* more for his advancement dum ia at pctaent 
_5f££^ ** suj^aed.'' The three years irerct however, 
suffered to elapse, and the young cardinal was 
then admitted to all the honours of his ranki 
the investiture having been performed by Matteo 
Bosso, prior of the monastery at Fiesole, who 
has lefty in one of his letters, a particular narra* 
tive of the ceremony ^ After passing a few 
days with his fiither at Florence, Giovanni has* 
tened to Rome to pay his respects to the ipopt* 
On his approach to that ci^ he was m^ and 
oongratulated by several other cardinals, who 
made no hesitation in receiving into their num* 
ber so young an associate. By the seriousness 
and propriety of his demeanour, he obviated aa 
much as possible the unfavourable impression 
which a promotion so unjurecedcnted had made 
on the publicjj^ mind. Soon after his arrival at 
Rome, his father addressed to him an admoni^ 
tory' letter, as conspicuous for sound sense aa 
for paternal aSccticHi ; but which discovers the 
deep policy of Lorenzo, and the great extent of 
Kis views. This letter may, ivithout any unrea* 
sonable assumption, be considered as tiie guide 
of the^future life and fortunes of a son, who 

afterwards 



1 Recufierationea Fesulamg Efi. ex. At the work does 
not frequently occur, I shall give this letter in the Ap* 
pendiic, No. LXV. 



afberwarcb attained the higbest rank in Cln^ craf* 
dom, and supported it with a dignity wluefa gave ▼UJ* 
it new lustre "*• 



Lorenzo de* Medici^ 
To Gia9anm dc^ Mfdiciy Car&md. 

^< YoU) and all of us who are iaiereated in 
«< your welfare, ought to esteem ourselves highly »'««^«' 
<* fiivoured by Providence, not only for the 
^ many honours and benefits bestowed on our 
^< house, but more particularly for having con- 
*^ ferred upon us, in your person, the greatest 
•* dignity we have ever enjcpf ed« This fevour, 
^* in itself so important, is rendered still m€«e so 
*^ by the circumstances with which it is accom<- 
^^ panied, and especiaHy by the consideration of 
*^ your youth, and of our situation in the world. 
<< The first thing that I would therefore suggest 
^< to you is, that you ou^ to be gmtefol to 

"God 



•^m 



^ The original viU be found in the Apf>endixa 
No* LXVI. ^ Haec epistolfl,'* says Fabroni, ^ tanquam 
^ Cycnea fiiit prudentissimi hoxninis vox et oratio ; pauIo 
<< enim post Ule mortem obiyit**' 

Fabr* in viti^ n* 313- 
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God, and continually to recollect that it is not 
'^ through your merits, your prudence, or your 
^^ solicitude, that this event has taken place, 
« but through Ms favour, which you can only 
<< repay by a pious, chaste, and exemplary life ; 
<< and that your obligations to the perfcM*mance 
<^ of these duties are so much the greater, as in 
^^ your early years you have given some reason^ 
^^ able expectation that your riper age may pro- 
duce such fruits. It would indeed be highly 
disgraceful, and to contrary to your duty as t» 
^^ my hopes, if at a time when others display a 
^^^^reater share of reason, and adopt a better 
^' mode of life, you should forget the precepts of 
^^ your youth, and forsake the path in which you 
*< have hitherto trodden. Endeavour therefore 
^^ to alleviate the burthen of your early dignity^ 
<^ by the regularity of your life, and by your 
'^ perseverance in those studies which are suit-' 
** able to your profession. It gave me great 
<^ satisfaction to learn, that, in tlie course of the 
** past year, you had frequently, of your own 
<^ accord, gone to communion and confession ; 
<< nor do I conceive that there is any better way 
*^ of obtaining the &vour if heaven, than by 
*^ habituating yourself to a performance of these 
-** and similar duties. This appears to me to be 
*^ the most suitable and useful advice which, . in 
*^ the first instance, I can possibly give you. 

/ "I well 
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^ /* I well know, that as you are now to reside chap. 
<* at Rome, that sink of all iniquity, the difficulty v^^^* 
" of conducting yourself by these admonitions 
" will be increased. The influence of example 
" is itself prevalent ; but you will probably meet 
** with those who will particularly endeavour to 
•* corrupt and incite you to vice ; because, as 
" you may yourself perceive, your early attain- 
^* ment to so great a dignity is not observed 
** without envy, and those who could not pre- 
** vent your receiving that honour, will secretly 
** endeavour to diminish it, by inducing you to 
'^ forfeit the good estimation of the publick ; 
thereby precipitating you into that gulf into 
which they had themselves fallen ; in which 
attempt the consideration of your youth will 
^' give them a confidence of success- To these 
*f difficulties you ought to oppose yourself with 
^^ the greater firmness, as there is at present less 
** virtue amongst your brethren of the college. 
^' I acknowledge indeed that several of them are 
^* good and learned men, whose lives are exem- 
\^ plary, and whom I would recommend to you 
** as patterns of your conduct. By emulating 
^^ them you will be so much the more known 
" and esteemed, in proportion as your age, and 
" the peculiarity of your situation, will distin- 
** guish you from your colleagues. Avoid, 
^^ however, as you would Scylla or Charibdis^ 

"the 



u 
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^* tbe imputation of hypocrisy ; guard against 
<< all ostentation, either in your conduct or 
" your discourse ; affect not austerity, nor even 
^^ appear too serious. This advice you will, I 
*^ hope, in time understand and practise better 
^^ than I can express it. 



<^ You are not unacquainted with the great 
importance of the character which you have 
to sustain, for you well know that ail the 
Christian world would prosper if the cardinals 
were what they ought to be ; becahse in such 
a case there would always be a good pope, 
upon which the tranquillity of Christendom 
so materially depends. Endeavour then to 
render youself such, that if all the rest resem-' 
bled you, we might expect this universal bles- 
sing. To give you particular directions as to 
your behaviour and conversation would be a 
matter of no small difficulty. I shall there- 
fore only recommend, that in your intercourse 
with the cardinals, and other men of rank^ 
your language be unassuming and respectful, 
guiding yourself, however, by your own rea- 
son, and not submitting to be impelled by the 
passions of others, who, actuated by improper 
motives, may pervert the use of their reason. 
Let it satisfy your conscience that your con- 
versation is without intentional offence ; and 

"if, 
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'* if, through impetuosity of temper, any one chap. 
* ' should be offended, as his enmity is without ^^^^v, 
"just cause, so it will not be very lasting. On 
" this your first visit to Rome, it will however 
" be more advisable for you to listen to others 
" than to speak much yourself. 

" Yoti are now devoted to God and the 
** church ; on which account you ought to aim 
'^ at being a good ecclesiastick, and to show that 
** you prefer the honour and state of the church, 
** and of the apostolick see, to every other consi- 
" deration. Nor, while you keep this in view, 
** will it be difficult for you to favour your 
" family and your native place. On the con- 
" trary, you should be the link to bind this city 
" closer to the church, and our family with the 
" city ; and although it be impossible to foresee 
** what accidents may happen, yet I doubt not 
" but this may be done with equal advantage 
*♦ to all ; observing, however, that yOu are 
" always to prefer the interests of the church. 

^* You are not only the youngest cardinal in 
«* the college, but the youngest person that 
<• ever was raised to that rank ; and you ought 
** therefore to be the most vigilant and unassum- 
<* ing, not giving others occasion to wait for you 
" either in the chapel, the consistory, or upon 

** deputations. 

VOL. II. D d 
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€ H AP. " deputations. You will soon get a sufficient 
v^^J* " insight into the manners of your brethren. 
" With those of less respectable character, 
" converse not with too much intimacy ; not 
^* merely on account of the circumstance in 
** itself, but for the sake of publick opinion. 
** Converse on general topicks with all. On 
^^ publick occasions let your equipage and dress 
" be rather below than above mediocrity. A 
** h£indsome house and a well-ordered family 
** will be preferable to a great retinue and a 
'* splendid residence. Endeavour to live with 
'' regularity, and gradually to bring ypur ex- 
*' penses within those bounds which in a new 
" establishment cannot perhaps be expected. 
^^ Silk and jewels are not suitable for persons in 
" your station. Your taste will be better shown 
'^ in the acquisition of a few elegant remains of 
" antiquity, or in the collecting of handsome 
^^ books, and by your attendants being learned 
*' and well-bred rather than numerous. Invite 
** others to your house oftener than you receive 
" invitations. Practise neither too frequently. 
** Let your own food be plain and take sufficient 
** exercise, for those who wear your habit are 
** soon liable, without great caution, to contract 
'^ infirmities. The station of a cardinal is not 
" less secure than elevated; on which account 
** those who arrive at it, too frequently become 

" negligent. 
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negligent, conceiving that their object is at- c h a p< 
tained) and that they can preserve it with ^^^^y 
little trouble. This idea is often injurious to 
the life and character of those who entertain 
it* Be attentive therefore to your conduct, 
and confide in others too little rather than too 
much. There is one rule which I would 
recommend to your attention in preference to 
all others : Rise early in the morning. This 
will not only contribute to your health, but 
\vill enable you to arrange and expedite the 
business of the day ; and as there are various 
duties incident to your station, such as the 
performance of divine service, studying, giving 
audience, &c. you will find the observance of 
this admonition productive of the greatest ' 

utility. Another very necessary precaution, 
particularly on your entrance into publick life, 
is to deliberate every evening on what you 
have to perform the following day, that you 
may not be unprepared for whatever may 
happen. With respect to your speaking la- 
the consistory, it will be most becoming for 
you at present to refer the matters in debate 
to the judgment of his holiness, alleging as a 
reason your own youth and inexperience. 
You will probably be desired to intercede for 
the favours of the pope on particular occa- 

** sions. 
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cu A p. ^* sious. Be cautious however that you trou* 
viii- " ble him not too often; for his temper leads 
<^ him to be most liberal to those who weary 
*^ him least with their solicitations. This you 
' < must observe, lest you should givehim offence, 
remembering also at times to converse with 
him on more agreeable topicks ; and if you 
^< should be obliged to request some kindness 
'^ from him, let it be done with that modesty 
*^ and humility which are so pleasing to his 
'* disposition. Farewell." 

Ketode'Mc. As thc pollcy of Lorenzo led him to sup- 
SbMhll^" port a powerful influence at Rome, and as he 
onini. bad frequently experienced the good effects of 
the connexion which subsisted between him and 
the family of the Orsini, he thought it advisable 
to strengthen it ; and accordingly proposed a 
marriage between his son Piero, and Alfonsijia, 
the daughter of Roberto Orsini, count of Taglia- 
cozzo and Albi. This proposal was eagerly lis- 
tened to by Virginio Orsini, who was then con- 
sidered as the head of that powerful family, the 
chiefs of which, though subordinate to the pope, 
scarcely considered themselves as subjects, and 
frequently acted with the independence of sove- 
reign princes. In the month of March 1487, 
these nuptials a\ ere celebrated at Naples, in the 

presence 
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presence of the king and his court, with esctra- c h a 9. 
ordinary pomp". Lorenzo, on his marriage _YlL'i 
with Clarice Orsini, had received no portion ; 
but the reputation which he had now acquired 
was more than an equivalent for iht pride of 
ancestry, and Virginio agreed to pay 12,0*00 
Neapolitan ducats as a porticm with his nieces 
On this occasion Piero was accompanied by Ber* 
nardo Rucellai, who had married Nannina, one 
of the sisters of Lorenzo, and who has not only 
signalized himself as a protector of learned men, 
but was himself one of the most accomplished 
scholars of his time'*. 

The 



I* SI fece lo ftposalitio in Caatello, neila Sala grande, 
presente il Re e tutta la Corte, con gran cena e festa. 
II Re non potea fare maggiori dimogtrazioni verso el 
Sig. Virginio- Berru Oricdlarii £fi. a/r. Fabr. v* ii. /t. 3 16« 

o Extant in JPilz^ 1. I capitoli di matrimonio tra 
r Alfenaina de Ursinis figlia del quondam Roberto de 
Ursinis conte di Tagliacouo e d' Albi, e Piero de' Me- 
dici) comparente Virginio de Ursinhi fratel consobrino. 
Dos fuit Ducatorum Neapolitanorum 13/XX). 

Fabr^ut mfu 

P The talents and acquirements of Rucellai justly 
entitled him to the honour of so near an alliance with the 
family of the Medici. His publick life has indeed incurred 
the censure of the Florentine historians of the succeeding 

ceutunr. 
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CHAP. The marriage of Picro de* Medici was soon 

^^^^* afterwards followed by that of his sister Madda- 

lena with Francesco Cibo, the son of the pope, 

and who then bore the title of count of Anguil- 

lara. 

j ^ ^^ , , J . 

century^ who wrote under the pressure of a despotlck 
goremment: but ic is not difficult to perceive that his 
crime was an ardent love of liberty, which' he preferred 
to the claims of kindred, and the expectations of personal 
aggrandizement* Ammir* 0fiu9Cm vol. ii. Elog. ii. 161* 
Comment* di J^erH* fi* 64. His Latin historical works, 
« Be BtUo Itaiicoi* and « Bt BeUo PUano^** have merited 
the approbation of the discriminating Erasmus* *^ Novi 
« Vcneti«," says he, " Bemardum Ocricularium (Ori- 
« cellarium) cujus Historias si legisses, dixisses alteram 
^ Sallu9tium^ aut certe Sallustii temporibus scriptas." 
Apothegm lib. viii. The former of these works was first 
published at London by Brindley in 1724, and again by 
William Bowyer, with the treatise de Bello Pisano in 
1733. Bernardo was also a poet, and appears in the 
Canti Camaseialeaehi as the author of the Trionfo delta* 
Calunrda. Cant. Camaa. fi. \2S. But the poetical repu- 
tation of Bernardo is eclipsed by that of his son Giovanni 
Rucellai, author of the tragedy of Rotmunda^ and of that 
beautiful didactick poem Le Afd^ which will remain a last- 
ing monument that the Italian language requires not the 
shackles of rhyme to render it harmonious. <^ Homme 
<< de Gout (says Tenhove) dans vos promenades solitaires 
<^ prenez quelquefois son poeme* 

» Ed odi quel che sopra un verde prato, 
« Cinto d' abeti e d' onorati allori, 
^ Che bagna or un muscoso e chiaro fonte, 
^ Canta de T api del suo florid' orto." 
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lara'>. Of the three other daughters of Lorenzo, crap. 
Lucretia intermarried with Giacopo Salviati% ym* 
Contessina with Piero Ridolfi, and Louisa, his 
youngest, after having been betrothed to Gio- 
vanni de' Medici, of a collateral branch of the 
same family, died before the time aj^ointed for 

the nuptials*. 

In 



^ ^ These nuptials were celebrated at Rome in the year 
1488. Maddalena, who was very young, was accom- 
panied by Matteo Franco, the facetious corresppndent of 
Pulci (yoL I. fim 337.), the viyacity of whose character 
did not prevent Lorenzo from selecting him for this 
important trust, in the execution of which he conciliated 
in a high degree the favour of the pope, and his cour- 
tiers. FoL £fi. lib. X. Eft. 13. 

' Vide vol. I. fi. 276. 

* Besides his three sons and four daught^ before 
enumerated, Lorenzo had other children, all of whom 
died in their infancy, as appears by a letter from him to 
Politiano; who having occasion to acquaint him with 
the indisposition of some part of his family, and being 
fearful of alarming him, addressed his letter to Michel- 
lozzi, the secretary of Ix>renzo. In his answer, Lor«nxo 
reproves, with some degree of seriousness, the iU-timed 
distrust of Politiano, and with true stoical dignity declares 
that it gave him more uneasiness than the intelligence 
that accompanied it. « Can you then conceive," says 
he, ^ that my temper is so infirm, as to be disturbed by 
^ such an event ? If my disposition had been by nature 
** weak, and liable to be impelled by every gust, yet 

^ experience 
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c ar i% p« In the year 14889 Piero de' Medici took a 
v^^^v journey to Milan, to be present at the celebra^ 
pkrode' lion of the nuptials of the younff duke Galeaz2a 
unm. Sforsa, with Isabella^ grand-dangler of Ferdi- 
nand, kifng of Naples* The whole expense of 
this journey was defrayed by Lodovico Sforza, 
who paid a marked respect to Piero, and direct- 
ed that he should always appear in publick at 
the side of the duke. By a letter yet existing, 
from the Florentine legate to Lorenzo de* 
Medici,' if appears that these nuptials were cele- 
brated with great magnificence^; but amidst 
the splendour of diamonds and the glitter of 
brocade, were intwined the serpents of trea- 
chery and of guilt. Even in giving the hand of 
Isabella to a nephew, whom he regarded rather 
as an implement of his ambition than as his 
lawful sovereign, Lodovico himself burnt with 
a criminal passion for her; and the gravest 

of 



•* experience has taught me how to brave the storm* I 
*«' have not only known what it is to bear the sickness, 
^ Inst even the deat^ of some of my children. The 
** untimely loss of my &ther, when I was in my twenty- 
*< first year, left me so much exposed to the attacks of 
«* fortune, that life became a burthen to me. You ought 
^ therefore to have known that if nature had denied me 
« firmness, experience has supplied the defect." ' 

Laur. £fi. in Efi. Pol. lib. x* E/i. 5. 
« V. Apfi. M. LXVIL 
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of the Italian historians assures us, that it was chap. 
the publick opinion, that he had, by means of ^^^^* 
knagick and incantations, prevented the consum- 
mation of a marriage, which, while it promoted 
his political views, deprived him of the object of 
his love". The prejudices of the age, and the 
wickedness of Lodovico, sufficiently counte- 
nance the probability of such an attempt ; but 
that the means employed were so far success- 
ful as to prevent that circumstance taking place 
for several months, is an assertion, of the 
veracity of which posterity may be allowed to 
doubt. 

Of this princess an incident is recorded, 
which does equal honour to her conjugal affec- 
tion and her filial piety ^. When Charles VIII. 
of France, at the instigation of Lodovico Sforza, 
entered Italy, a few years after her marriage, 
for the avowed purpose of depriving her father 
of the throne of Naples, he passed through Pavia, 
where the young duke then lay on his death- 
bed, not without giving rise to suspicions that 
he had been poisoned. Touched with his misfor- 
tunes, 



» Guicciard. Bist* d' Italia ^ lib, i. 

▼ Ibid. lib. i. 
' VOL. II. K. e 
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CHAP, tunes, and mindful of the relationship between 

J^m* Galeazzo and himself, who were sisters* children, 

Charles resolved to see him. The presence of 

Lodovico, who did not choose to risk the con- 

sequences of a private and confidential intervie w^ 

whilst it restricted the conversation of the king 

to formal inquiries about the health of the duke, 

and wishes for his recovery, excited both in him 

and in all present a deeper compassion for the 

unhappy prince. Isabella perceived the general 

sympathy ; and throwing herself at the feet of 

the monarch, recommended to his protection 

her unfortunate husband and her infant son ; at 

the same time, by tears and, entreaties earnestly 

endeavouring to turn his resentment from her 

fatl^er and the house of Aragon. Attracted by 

her beauty, and moved by her solicitations, 

Charles appeared for a moment to relent, and 

the fate of Italy was suspended in the balance ; 

but the king recollecting the importance of his 

preparations, and the expectations which his 

enterprise had excited^ soon steeled his feelings 

against this feminine attack, and resolved, in 

spite of the suggestions of pity, and the claims 

of humanity, to persevere in his design. 

Having now secured the tranquillity of Italy 
and the prosperity of his family by every means 
that prudence could dictate, Lorenzo began to 

enjoy 



--H 
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enjoy the fruits of his labours. These he found chap, 
in the affection and good-will of his fellow- v^J^* 
citizens ; in observing the rapid progress of the 
fine arts, towards the promotion of which he 
had so amply contributed ; in the society and 
conversation of men of genius and learning ; 
and in the inexhaustible stores of knowledge 
with which he had enriched his own discrimi- 
nating and comprehensive mind. 



As his natural disposition, or the effects of '-^^n^d... 
his education, frequently led him to meditate tmandhy 



with great seriousness on moral and religious 
subjects, so there were no persons for whom 
he entertained a greater esteem than those M^ho 
adorned their character as teachers of religion by 
a corresponding rectitude of life and propriety 
of manners Amongst these he particularly MaHm© 
distinguished Mariano da Genazano, an Augus- 
tin monk and superiour of his order, for whose 
Use, and that of his associates, he erected in th^ 
suburbs of Florence an extensive building, 
which he endowed as a monastery, and to which 
he was himself accustomed occasionally to retire, 
with a few select friends, to enjoy the conver- 
sation of this learned ecclesiastick. Politiano, in 
the preface to his Miscellanea^ inveighing against 
those who affected to consider the study of 
polite letters as inconsistent with the perform- 
ance 
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CHAP, ance of sacred functions, adduces Mariaqo as 
v^JJ* an illustrious instance of their union. " On 
** this account,'* says he to Lorenzo, " I cannot 
*' sufficiently admire your highly esteemed friend 
" Mariano, whose proficiency in theological 
^^ studies, and whose eloquence and address in 
^^ his publick discourses, leave him without a 
^^ rival. The lessons which he inculcates derive 
^^ additional authority from his acknowledged 
** disinterestedness, and from the severity of 
^^ his private life ; yet there is nothing morose 
** in his temper, nothing unpleasingly austere ; 
" nor does he think the charms of poetry, or 
^^ the amusements and pursuits of elegant lite- 
" rature, below his attention." In one of his 
letters, the same author has left a very explicit 
account of the talents of Mariano, as a preacher '''. 
** I was lately induced," says he, ** to attend 
** one of his lectures, rather, to say the truth, 
*' through curiosity, than with the hope of 
" being entertained. His appearance, however, 
^^ interested me in his favour. His address was 
'^ striking, and his eye marked intelligence. 
** My expectations were raised. He began — 
** I was attentive, a clear voice — select expres- 
" sion — elevated sentiment. He divides his 

" subject 



*^ Pol. Efi. lid. iv. £p. 6. 



LORENZO D£' M£DICI. 213 

** subject — I perceive his distinctions. Nothing chap. 

" perplexed ; nothing insipid ; nothing languid. '^^^^' 

*' He unfolds the web of his argument — I am 

** enthralled. He refutes the sophism — I am 

" freed. . He introduces a pertinent narrative — 

** I am interested. He modulates his voice — ^ 

<Mam charmed. He is jocular — I smile. He 

" presses me with serious truths — I yield to 

^^ their force. He addresses the passions — 

" the tears glide down my cheeks. He raises 

•* his voice in anger — I tremble and wish my- 

" self away." 

Of the particular subjects of discussion 

which engaged the attention of Lorenzo and his 

associates in their interview at the convent of 

San Gallo, Valori has left some account which 

he derived from the information of Mariano 

himself. The existence and attributes of the 

Deity, the insufficiency of temporal enjoyments 

to fill the mind 9 and the probability and moral 

necessity of a future state, were to Lorenzo the 

favourite objects of his discourse. His own 

opinion was pointedly expressed. " He is dead 

<* even to this life," said Lorenzo, ** who has no 

<< hopes of another*." 

Although 



* Valor* in vitd^ fi. 48. 
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c H AF. Although the citizens of Florence admired 
v^^^' the talents, and respected the virtues of Mariano, 

Giroiamo thcir attcntiou was much more forcibly excited 
by a preacher of a very different character, who 
possessed himself of their confidence, and enti- 
tled himself to their homage, by foretelling 
their destruction. This was the famous Giro- 
iamo Savonarola, who afterwards acted so con- 
spicuous a part in the popular commotions at 
Florence, and contributed so essentially to the 
accomplishment of his own predictions. Savo- 
narola was a native of Ferrara ; but the reputa- 
tion which he had acquired as a preacher induced 
Lorenzo de' Medici to invite him to Florence, 
where he took up his residence in the year 1488'', 
and was appointed prior of the monastery of 
S. Marco. By pretensions to superiour sanctity, 
and by a fervid and overpowering elocution, he 
soon acquired an astonishing ascendency over 
the minds of the people ; and in proportion as 
his popularity increased, his disregard of his 

patron 



T In H89, according to Tiraboschiy Storia deUa Lett. 
ItaL V. vi. fiar 2. //. 377. ; but Savonarola himself, in 
his Trattato delle RivcUttionc delta rtformatione delta ChiesCy 
Ven, 1536, (if indeed the work be his,) assigns an earlier 
period. In this work the fanatick assumes the credit of 
having foretold the death of Innocent VIII., of Lorenzo 
de* Medici, the irruption of the French into Italy, &c. 



LORENZO D£' MEDICI. 215 

patron became more apparent, and was soon chap. 
converted into the most vindictive animosity. ^^^^* 
It had been the custom of those who had prece- 
ded Savonarola in this office, to pay particular 
respect to Lorenzo de' Medici, as the supporter 
of the institution. Savonarola, however, not 
only rejected this ceremony, as founded in adu- 
lation, but as often as Lorenzo frequented the 
gardens of the monastery, retu*ed from his pre- 
sence, pretending that his intercourse was with 
God and not with man. At the same time, in 
hispublick discourses, he omitted no opportunity 
of attacking the reputation and diminishing the 
credit of Lorenzo, by prognosticating the speedy 
termination of his authority, and his banish- 
ment from his native place. The divine word, 
from the lips of Savonarola, descended not 
amongst his audience like the dews of heaven ; 
it was the piercing hail, the sweeping whirlwind, 
the destroying sword. The friends of Lorenzo 
frequently remonstrated with him on his suffer- 
ing the monk to proceed to such an extreme, of 
arrogance ; but Lorenzo had either more indul- 
gence or more discretion tlian to adopt hostile 
measures against a man, whom, though morose 
and insolent, he probably considered as sincere. 
On the contrary, he displayed his usual prudence 
and moderation, by declaring that whilst the 
preacher exerted himself to reform the citizens 

of 
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c H A P. of Florence, he should readily excuse his incivi- 
'viii- lity to himself. This extraordinary degree of 
- lenity, if it had no influence on the mind of the 
f^natick, prevented in a g^cat degree the ill 
effects cf his harangues ; and it was not till after 
the death of Lorenzo, that Savonarola excited 
those disturbances in Florence, which led to his 
o^vn destruction, and terminated in the ruin of 
the republick. 
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c H A pv means in his power. His own intimate acquaint- 
^^^^* ance with the tenets of the ancient philosophers^ 
and his acute and versatile genius, enabled him 
to propose to their discussion subjects of the 
most interesting nature^ and eitlier to take a 
chief part in the conversation, or to avail him- 
self of such observations as it might occasion. 
It appears also, that at some times he amused 
himself with offering to their consideration such 
topicks as he well knew would elude their re- 
searches, although they might exercise their 
powers ; as men try their strength by shooting 
arrows towards the sky. Of this we have an 
instance in the sonnet addressed by him to 
Salviati^ ** When the mind," sa)^s he, ** escapes 
'* from the storms of life, to the calm haven of 

** reflection, 



^ Lo spirito talora a se ridutto, 

E da! mar tempestoEo e travagliato 
Fuggito in poilo tranquillo c pacato, 
Peiisando ha dubbio e vuolne trar costrutto. 
,S'egli c' ver, che da Dio proceda tutto, 
£ senza lui nulla ^, cio^ il pecato ; 
Per sua gra2da se ci e concesso e dato 
Seminar qui per corre etemo frutto ; 
Tal grazia in quel sol fa operazione 
Ch' a riccveria c volto e ben disposto, 
Dunque che cosa b quella ne dispone ? 
Qual* prima sia, vorrei mi fosse esposto, 
O tal grazia, o la buona inclinazione : 
Rispondi or tu al dubbio, ch' ^ proposto. 
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** reflection, doubts arise which require solution, chap. 
** If no one can effectually exert himself to ^^^^* 
" obtain eternal happiness, without the special 
** favour of God, and if that favour be only 
" granted to those who are well disposed 
** towards its reception, I wish to know whether 
^* the grace of God, or the good di^)osition, 
" first commences ?*' The learned theologian 
to whom this captious question was addressed, 
took it into his serious consideration, and after 
dividing it into seven parts, attempted its solu- 
tion in a Latin treatise of considerable extent, 
which is yet preserved in the Laurentian Li- 
brary^. ^ 

Lorenzo was not hoM^ever destined long to ^^^^^^ 

, , , ^ Madonna 

enjoy that tranquillity which he had so assidu- civic*. 
ously laboured to secure. His life had scarcely 
reached its meridian, when the prospect was 
overhung with dark and lowering clouds. The 
death of his wife Clarice, which happened in 
the month of August 1488, was a severe shock 
to his domestick happiness. He was then absent 
from Florence, and did not arrive in time to 
see her before she died, which it seems gave 

rise 



« Georgii Benigni Salvtattj in Rhythmum acuttMmum 
magrd iMurnUii Mcdicit Quaestionet 9efUem. istc* 

Plut. Ixxxiii* Cod. 18. 
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CHAP, me to insinuations that his conjugal affxtion 
V'^^^» was not very ardent"^ ; but the infirm state of 
his own health at this time had rendered it 
necessary for him to visit the warm baths^ 
where he received an account of her death 
before^ he was apprized of tbe danger of her 
situation. From his youth he had been afflicted 
with a disorder which occasioned extreme pain 
in his stomach and Umbs. This complaint was 
probably of a gouty tendency ; but the defective 
state of medicine at that time rendered it impos-^ 
sible for him to obtain any just informatioi» 
respecting it. The mbst eminent physicians in 
Italy were consulted, and numerous ^reviediea 
were prescribed, without producing any bene- 
ficial efiecf". By frequenting the tepid baths of 

Italy. 

^ Piero da Bibbiena, the Aecretary of Lorenzo^ writes 
thus to the Florentine ambassadour at Rome ; Frid» KaU 
Sex til, 1488 ; A hore 14 mori la Clarice. Se voi sentlssi 
che Lorenzo fosse biasimato di cost^ per non essecsi txo^ 
vato alia morte delle moglie, scusatelo* Parve al Leoni 
necessario« che ^ndasse a prender Tacque della Vills^ 
e poi non si credeva che morisse si presto. 

Fadr. XI. ii« fi. 3S4. 

« Some of these remedies are of a singular nature. 
Pietro Bono Avogradi, in a letter dated the eleventh of 
February 1488, advises Lorenzo^ as a sure method of 
preventing a return of the dohrc di zonturcj or arthritick 

painsi 
t . 
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Italy, he obtained a, temponuy alleviation of chap. 
bis suflferings; bttt, notwidistwduig all the v^^^* 
assistance he could procure, his compli^ato 
rather increased thaoi dimiiushed^ aod for some 
time befi^e his death he hfyi ];ec<Hioile(| hi^ 
mind to an event which he kn^^ could hot b^ 
far distant* When hia son Giovwtii tool; his 
departure for Rome, to appear in the chvncteir 
of cardinal, Lorenzo with great a|Eection reeom- 
mended him to the care of Filif^ Valori and 
Andrea Cambino, who were ai^iated to accom* 
pany him on his journey ; at the ^ame time 
expresaing his apprehensions, which the event 
but too well justified, that he should see them 
no more^ 



In the year 1488, Girotamo Riario, whose 

• •.• Ill "JT 01 tion of Giro> 

machinations bad deprived Lorenzo of a bro« !»», Rinio. 

ther, 



puna, with which he was afKLcted, to make use of a 
stone called an heliotrope, which beii>g set in gold, and 
worn on the finger so as to touch the skin, would pro* 
duce the desired effect. ** This," says he, " is a certain 
«< preservative against both gout and rheumatism ; I 
<^ have tried it myself, and found that its properties are 
" divine and miraculous." With the same letter he 
transmits to Lorenzo his firogTtosttcka for the year U88. 

^fifi. JVb. LXX. 

^ Td/or. in vita Laur* fi. 65* 
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CHAP, ther, and had nearly involved Lorenzo himself 
y^^' in the same destruction, fell a victim to his 
accumulated crimes. By the assistance of 
Sixtus IV. he had possessed himself of a consi- 
derable territory in the vicinity of the papal state, 
and particularly of the cities of Imola and 
Forli, at the latter of which he had fixed his 
residence, and supported the rank of an inde- 
pendent prince. In order to strengthen his 
interest in Italy, he had connected himself with 
the powerful family of the Sforza, by a marri- 
age with Caterina, sister of Galeazzo Sforza, 
duke of Milan, whose unhappy fate has already 
been related^. The general tenour of the life of 
Riario seems to have corresponded with the 
specimen before exhibited. By a long course of ■ 
oppression he had drawn upon himself the 
hatred and resentment of his subjects, whom 
he had reduced to the utmost extreme of indi- 
gence and distress. Stimulated by repeated 
acts of barbarity, three of them resolved to 
assassinate him, and to trust for their safety, 
after the perpetration, of the deed, to the opi- 
nion and support of their fellow-citizens. Al- 
though Riario was constantly attended by a band 
of soldiers, these men found means to enter his 

chamber 



K Vol. I. fi. 233. 
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chamber in the palace at the hour when he had chap. 
just concluded his supper. One of them having vi^^* 
cut him across the face with a sabre, he 
took shelter under the table, whence he was 
dragged out by Lodovico Orso, another of the 
conspirators, who stabbed him ' through the 
body. Some of his attendants having by this 
time entered the room, Riario made an effort 
to escape at the door, but there received from 
the third conspirator a mortal wound. It is 
highly probable that he was betrayed by the 
guard, for these tlu-ec men were even permitted 
to strip the dead body, and throw it through the 
window, when the populace immediately rose 
and sacked the palace. The insurgents, having 
secured the widow and children of Riario, were 
only opposed by the troops in the fortress of 
the town, who refused to surrender it either to 
their entreaties or their threats. Being required, 
under pain of death, to exert her influence in 
obtaining for the populace possession of the 
fortress, the princess requested that they woiild 
permit her to enter it ; but no sooner was she 
secure within the walls than she exhorted the 
soldiers to its defence, and, raising the stand- 
ard of the duke of Milan, threatened the town 
with destruction. The inhabitants attempted 
to intimidate her by preparing to execute 
her children in her sight, for which purpose 

thev 
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CHAP, they ^rectbda scaflfold before the walla of the 
^^^^* fortress ; but this unmanly proceeding, instead 
of awakening her afiections, on!/ excited her 
contempt, which she is said to have expressed 
in a very emphatick and extraoixlinary manner^* 
By her courage the inhabitants were however 
resisted, until Giovanni Bentivoglio, with t 
body of two thousand foot and eight hundred 
cavalry, from Bologna, gave her efiectual assist- 
ance, and being joined by a strong reenforce- 
ment from Milan, compelled the inhabitants to 
acknowledge as their sovereign Ottavio Rtarioi 
the eldest son of Girolamo^ "^ 

Lorenzo de' Medici has not escaped the 
imputation of having been privy to the assassina^ 
tion of his old and implacable adversary. ; but 
neither the relations of contemporary histo- 
rians, nor the general tenour of his life> afford 
a presumption on which to ground such an 

accusation; 



I 

k 



^ Rispose loro quella ferte femmtna, che se avessero 
fatti perir que' figliuoli, restavano a lei le forme per 
fame de gli alu*i ; e yi ha ch^ dice (questa giunta fone 
fu immaginata e non vera) aver' ella anche alzata la 
gonna per chiarirli, che dic^a hi verita* 

Murdt. Ann. voL ix« //• 556* 

^ ChrwUca BoeHanam an. 1488* Ed. 1492. 
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accusation^ ; although it is certain that some chap. 
years previous to this event, he had been in ^m* 

treaty 



^ " Indignum sane facinus fuit, quod in Hierony- 
^ mum Riarium Comltem admissum est ; cujus parti- 
" cipem Laurentium fuisae muUi contendunt^ et ab eo 
'^ ad ulciscendas pneteritorum iemporum injurias coinpa« 
" ratum." Fabr. in vitd^ voL u fi* 175. There is, how- 
ever, great reason to suspect that the modern bio-' 
grapher of Lorenzo has inadvertently given weight 
and credit to an accusation, which, if established, would 
degrade his character to that of a treacherous assassin. 
In vindication of him against this charge, I must there- 
fore observe, that of the many accusers to whom Fabroni 
adverts, I have not met with one of the early historians 
who has even glanced at Lorenzo as having been asso- 
ciated with the conspirators, or a party in the perpetra* 
tion of the deed. Neither Machiavelli nor Ammirato, 
although they relate the particulars of the transaction, 
have implicated in it the name of Lorenzo. Mura* 
tori, whose annals are compiled from contemporary 
and authentick documents, and who may therefore be 
considered as an original writer, is equally silent 
on this h^ad. The ancient chronicle of Donato Bosso^ 
printed tSnly four years after the event, gives a yet 
more particular account, but alludes not to any inter- 
position on the part of Lorenzo ; and even Rafifaello 
MafiTei, his acknowledged adversary, though he adverts 
to the death of Riario, attributes it only to the inter- 
ference of his own subjects. It is indeed a strong indi- 
cation of the dignity of the character of Lorenzo, that 
a charge so natural, and so consistent with the spirit 

of 

VOL, II. eg 
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CHAP, treaty with the pope to deprive Riario of his 
ym* usurpations, and to restore the territories occu- 
pied by him to the family of Ordolaffi, their 
former lords, which treaty was frustrated by 
the pope having insisted on annexing them 
to the states of the church^ The conspirators, 
however, soon after the death of Riario, ap- 
prized Lorenzo of the event, and requested 
his assistance; in consequence of which he 
despatched one of his envoys to Forli, with a 
view of obtaining authentick information as to 
the disposition of the inhabitants, and the views 
of the insurgents™ ; when finding that it was 

their 



of the times, should not have been alleged again«5t him ; 
and as he has been exculpated in the eyes of his con- 
temporaries, it is surely not for posterity to criminate 
him. 

* Fabr<m. Mnot. l:f Monum» v» ii« /•• 316. 

"* The letter from Lodovico and Cecco d* Orsi, 
two of the conspirators, to Lorenzo de' Medici, written 
only a few days after the event, is insetted in the Appen* 
dix, and indisputably shows, that although they sup- 
posed Lorenzo would be gratified by the death of his 
adversary, he had no previous knowledge of such an 
attempt. To this I shall also subjoin the letter to 
Lorenzo from his envoy, which gives a minute account 

of 
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their intention to place themselves under the c h a p. 
dominion .of the pope, he declined any inter- ^m- 
ference on their behalf, but availed himself of 
the opportunity of their dissensions, to restore 
to the Florentines the fortress of Piancaldoli, 
which had been wrested from them by Riario". 

That 



of the whole transaction, and by which it appears, that 
although the pope had incited the conspirators to the 
enterprise) by expressing his abhorrence of the character 
of RiariO) yet no other person was previously acquainted 
with tlieir purpose, j^/ifi* JVb* LXXL n 

'^ In the attack of this place the Florentines lost 
their eminent citizen Cecca their engineer, whose skill had 
facilitated the success of their enterprise. In the Exhor- 
tatio of Philippus Redltus, addressed to Plero de* Medici, 
in MagTianimi 8td fiarcntU imitationem^ the M3. of which 
is preserved in the Laurentian Library, this incident is 
particularly related ; and as the passage has not hitherto 
been published, having been omitted with many, others, 
in the edition of Lami, Delic* Erudite voL xii. which is 
printed from a copy in the Riccardi Libraiy, I shall 
here insert it: " Piancaldolii arx strenue nostrls recupe- 
<^ ratur. Ad iv. vero Kalendas Mai as, nuntiata nece 
'* Hieronymi Riarii,. Imolac Forliviique Tyranni, Pian- 
^' caldolis oppidum nostrum, olim ab eo per summum 
*^ nefas nobis ereptum, admirabili quadam nosirorum 
^ celeritate, tuo mag^animo Genitore procurante, sti^nue 
*< recuperatur. In cujus arcis obsldlone, Franciscus, 
«< cognomine Ciccha, Fabrum magister, vlr vel in ex* 
** pugnandis vel in defendendis urbibus tarn nostra, 

^ quam 
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CHAP. That the assassins of Riario were suffered to 
^^^^* escape with impunity , is perhaps the best justifi- 
cation of their conduct, as it affords a striking 
proof that he had deserved his fate. 



Tngical 
death of 
GaleoCto 
Manfttdi. 



Another event soon afterwards took place 
at Faenza, which occasioned great anxiety to 
Lorenzo^ and called for the exertion of aU his 
conciliatory powers. If 4he list of crimes and 
assassinations which we have before had occa- 
sion to notice, may be thought to have disgraced 
the age, that which we have now to relate 
exhibits an instance of female ferocity, which 
renewed in the fifteenth century the examples 

of 



t 
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<< quam nostronim patrum memoria perillustris, sagitta 
*< ictus ^aplte, pro patria felicitcr occubuit." The death 
of Cecca is related with some variation by Vasari, F¥to 
del Cecca. " Costui, quando i Florentini avevano I' cscr- 
*'*' cito intorno a' Piancaldoli, oon V ingegno suo fcce Si, 
^' che i soldati vi entrarono dentro per via di mine senza 
*' colpo di spada. Dopo seguitando piu oltre il mede- 
<' simo esercito a certe altre castella, come voile la mala 
<< sorte, volendo egli misurare alcune altezze in un luogo 
<< difficile, fu ucciso ; perciocch^, avendo messo il capo 
^< fuor del muro per mandar un filo abbasso, un prete, 
<^ che era fra gli awersarii, i quali piu temevano V in- 
^ g<:gno del Cecca, che le forze di tutto il campo, scari« 
^ catogli una balestra a panca, gli conficco di sorte un 
^ verettone neUa testa, che il poverello di subito se ne 
« morl." 
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of Gotluck barbarity ^ By the mediation of c h a p. 
Lorenzo,^ who was equally the friend of the '^^^^^ 
Manfredi and the Bei\tivoli, a marriage had 
taken place between Galeotto Manfredi, prince 
of Faenza,' and Francesca", daughter of Giovanni 
Bentivoglio, which for some time seemed to be 
productive of that happiness to the parties, and 
those advantages to their respective families, 

which 



^ There is a striking coincidence between this event 
and the narrative of Paulhis Diaconus, upon which 
Giovanni Rucellai has founded his tragedy of Roamunda, 
Alboin, king of the Huns, having conquered and slain in 
battle Comundus, king of the Geppidi, compels his 
daughter Rosmunda to accept of him in marriage, with a 
view of uniting their dominions under his sole authority ; 
but not satisfied with the accession of power, he gratifies 
a brutal spirit of revenge, by compelling her, at a publick 
feast, to drink from the skull of her slaughtered father, 
which he had formed into a cup. This insult the ptincess 
avenges, by seducing to her purpose two of the king's 

intimate friends, who, in order to entitle themselves to 

• 

her favour, assassinate him in the hour of intoxication. 
Rucellai has however preserved his heroine from the 
crimes of prostitution and assassination, and has intro- 
duced a disinterested lover in the person of jflmachildey 
who executes vengeance on the king from generous and 
patriotick motives. In justice to the author, it must also 
be observed, thkt the horrid incident upon which the 
tragedy is founded, is narrated only, and not represented 
before ^€ audience. 
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CHAP, which Lorenzo had in view. It was not long, 
v^^^* however, before Francesca discovered, or sus- 
I^ected, that her husband was engaged in an 
illicit amour, the information of lyhich she 
thought proper to communicate both to her 
father and to Lorenzo. Ever on the watch to 

' obtain further proofs of his infidelity, she found 
an opportunity of listening to a private inter- 
view between Galeotto and some pretender to 
astrological knowledge, in whom it seems he 
was credulous enough to place his confidence. 
Instead, however, of gaining any intelligence as 
to the object of her curiosity, she heard predic- 

. tions and denunciations, which, as she thought, 
afiected the safety of her father, and being un- 
able to conceal her indignation, she broke in 
upon their deliberations, and reproached her 
husband with his treachery. Irritated by the 
intrusion and the pertinacity of his wife. Gale- 
otto retorted with great bitterness ; but finding 
himself unequal to a contest of this nature, he 
had recourse to more violent methods, and by 
menaces and blows reduced her to obedience. 
Bentivoglio was no sooner apprized of the igno- 
minious treatment which his daughter had 
received, and of the circumstances which had 
given rise to it, than he resolved to carry her off 
from her husband by force. Taking with him 
a chosen body of soldiers, he approached Faenza 

by 



LORENZO D£' MEDICI. 231 

by ni^ty and seizing on Francesca and her chap* 
infont son, brought them in safety to Bologna, y^^* 
This step he followed up, by preparing for an 
attack on the dominions of his son-in-law ; but 
Galeotto having resorted to Lbrenzo for his 
mediation, a reconciliation took place, and 
Francesca shortly afterwards returned to Faenza. 
Whether she still harboured in her bosom the 
lurking passions of jealousy and revenge, or 
whether some fresh insult on the part of her 
husband had roused her fury, is not known ; but 
^e formed and executed a deliberate plan for 
his assassination. To this end she feigned 
herself sick, and requested to see him in her 
chamber. Galeotto obeyed the summons, and, 
on entering his wife's apartments, was instantly 
attacked by four hired assassins, three of whom 
she had concealed under her bed. Though 
totally unarmed, he defended himself coura- 
geously ; and as he had the advantages of great 
personal strength and activity, would probably 
have effected his escape ; but when Francesca 
saw the contest doubtful, she sprung from the 
bed, and grasping a sword, plunged it into his 
body, and accomplished -his destruction with 
her own hand. Conscious of her guilt, she 
immediately took refuge with her children in 
the castle, until her father once more came to 
her relief. On his approach to Faenza, Benti- 

voglio 
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CHAP, voglio was joined by the Milanese troops, who 
^^^^* had been engaged in reinstating the family of 
Riario at Forli. The citizens of Faenza, con- 
ceiving that it was his intention to deprive them 
of Astorgio, the infant son of Galeotto, or 
rather perhaps under that pretext to possess 
himself of the city, refused to surrender to him 
his daughter and her femily. He immediatoiy 
attacked the place, which was not only success- 
fully defended by the citizens, but in an engage- 
ment which took place under the walls, Borgo- 
mini, the commander of the Milanese troops, 
lost his life, and Bentivoglio was made a prison- 
er. During this dispute Lorenzo de' Medici 
had warmly espoused the cause of the citizens, 
and had encouraged them with promises of sup- 
port, in case they should find it necessary in 
preserving their independence. The success of 
their exertions, and the disaster of Bentivoglio, 
changed the object of his solicitude ; and no 
sooner did hCr receive intelligence of this event, 
than he despatched a messenger to Faenza, to 
interfere on the behalf of Bentivoglio, and if 
possible to obtain his release. This was with 
some difficulty accomplished, and Bentivoglio 
immediately resorted to Florence, to return his 
thanks to his benefactor. Sometime after- 
wards Lorenzo, at the request of Bentivoglio, 
solicited the liberation of his daughter, which 

was 
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was also complied with ; and he was at leng^ chap. 
prevailed upon to intercede with the pope, to v^^^* 
relieve her from the ecclesiastical censures which 
she had incurred by her crime. The reason 
given by Bentivoglio to Lorenzo, for requesting 
his assistance in this last respect will perhaps be 
thought extraordinary — He bad an intention of 
providing ber v)itb anotber bmband I 
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CHAP. IX. 

JPROGRESS of the arts — State of them in the 
middle ages — Revival in Italy — Guido da Sienna 
— Cimabue — Giotto — Character of his works — 
The Medici encourage the arts — Masaccio — 
Paolo Uccello — FraFilippo — Antonio Pollajuolo 
— Baldovinetti — Andrea da Castagna — Filippo 
Lippi — Luca Signorelli — Progress of Sculpture 
— Niccolo and Andrea Pisani — Gbiberti — Do- 
natello — Imperfect state of the arts^-Causes of 
their improvement — Numerous vjorks of Sculp- 
ture collectedly the ancient Romans — Researches 
after the remains of antiquity — Petrarca — 
Lorenzo de^ Medici brother of Cosmo — Niccolo 
Niccoli — Poggio BraccioUni — Collection of an- 
tiques formed by Cosmo — Assiduity of Lorenzo 
in augmenting it — Lorenzo establishes a school 
for the study of the antique — Michelagnolo 
Buonarroti — Resides with Lorenzo — Forms an 
intimacy with Politiano — Advantages over bis 
predecessors — His sculptures — Rapid improve- 
ment of taste — Raffaelle^ d^ Urbino — Michel- 
agnoio unjustly censured — Other artists favoured 
by Lorenzo — Gian- Francesco Rustici — Fran- 
cesco Granacci — Andrea Contucci — Lorenzo 
encourages the study oj Architecture — Giuliano 
da San Gallo — Attempts to renew the practice 
of Mosaick — Invention of engraving on copper 
— Revival of engraving on gems and stones. 



CHAP. IX. 

Those periods of time which have been f'^w^oi 
most favourable to the progress of letters 
and science have generally been distinguished 
by an equal proficiency in the arts. The pro- 
ductions of Roman sculpture, in its best ages, 
bear nearly the same proportion to those of the 
Greeks, as the imitative labours of the Roman 
authors bekr to the original works of their 
great prototypes. During the long ages of 
ignorance that succeeded the fall of the Western 
empire, letters and the fine arts underwent an 
equal degradation ; and it would be as difficult 
to point out a literary work of those times which 
is entitled to approbation, as it would be to 
produce 
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CHAP, produce a statue or a picture. When these 
^^' studies began to revive, a Guido da Sienna, a 
Cimabue, rivalled a Guittone d* Arezzo, or a 
Piero delle Vigne. The crude buds that had 
escaped the severity of so long a winter soon 
began to swell, and Giotto, Buffalmacco, and 
Gaddi, were the contemporaries of Dante, of 
Boccaccio, and of Petrarca*, 

atateoftiie It is not howcvcr to be presumed, that, 
middle ag«<- ^ven in the darkest intervals of the middle 
ages, these arts were entirely extinguished. 
Some traces of them are found in the rudest 
state of society ; and the efforts of the Euro- 
peans, the South Americans; and the Chinese, 
without rivalship, and without participation, are 
nearly on an equality with each other. Among 
the manuscripts of the Laurentian Library are 
preserved some specimens of miniature paintings 

which 



* Videmus picturas ducentorum annorum nulla pror- 
Bus arte politas ; scripta illius aetatis rudia sunt, inepta, 
incompta : post Petrarcham emerseinint literx ; post Joc- 
tum surrexere pictorum manus ; utraque ad summam 
jam videmus artem, pervenisse. Mn* Silvii (Pit ii.) 
£/iist. \\9» afi* Baldtnuc. Notiz. Dec. I. Such was the 
opinion of this pontiff, iwho had great learning and some 
taste. He was only mistaken in supposing that he had 
seen the perfection of the art. 
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which are unquestionably to be referred to the c h a p« 
tenth century, but they bear decisive evidence of ^x. 
the barbarism of the times ; and although they 
certjunly aim at picturesque representation, yet 
they may with justice be considered rather as 
perverse distortions of nature, than as the com- 
mencement of an elegant art**. 

Antecedent, however, to Cimabue, to whom K«viT«itii 
Vasari attributes tfie honour bf having been the 
restorer of painting, Guido da Sienna had 
demonstrated to his countrymen the possibi- 
lity of improvement. His picture of the 
virgin, which yet remains tolerably entire in 
the church of S. Domenico, in his native, 
place, and which bears the date of 1S221, 
is presumed, with reason, to be the ear- 
liest work now extant of any Italian 

painter. 



Gnldodft 
Sicnnai 



b These pieces have lately been engraved and pub- 
lished in the Etruria Pittriccy a work which appears peri* 
odically at Florence, and contains specimens of the 
manner of the Tuscan artists from the earliest times, 
executed so as to give some idea of the original pictures* 
To this work, which would have been much more valu- 
able if greater attention had been paid to the engravings^ 
I shall, in sketching the progress of the art, have frequent 
occasion to refer. 
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CHAP, painter ^ The Florentine made a bolder effort, 
^^' and attracted more general admiration. Every 
new production of his pencil was regarded as a 
prodigy, and riches and honours were liberally 
bestowed on the fortunate artist. His picture of 
the Madonna, after having excited the wonder 
of a monarch, and given the name of Borga 
Allegro to that district of the city whither his 
countrymen resorted to gratify themselves with 
a sight of it, was removed to its destined situa* 
tion in the church of S. Maria Novillay to the 
sound of musick, in a solemn procession of the 
citizens'^. The modem artist who observes this 
picture may find it difficult to account for such 
a degree of enthusiasm^; but excellence is 

merely 






^ Engraved in the Etruria Fittrice, Ab. iii. Under 
this picture is inscribed, in Gothick characters, the follow* 
ing verse : 

*< Me Guido de Senis diebus depinxit amenis 
^ Quein Christus lenis nullis velit agere penis. 

*• A. D. MCCXXI." 

^ Faaari vitd di Cimabue. 

« Engraved in the Etruria Pittrice^ M. yiiu The vir- 
gin is seated with the infant on her knee, in a rich chair, 
which is supported by six angels, represented as aduhs, 
though less than the child. The head of the Virgin is 

somewhat 
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merely relative, and it is a sufficient cause bf c h ap« 
approbation, if the merit of the performance ^x. 
exceed the standard of the age. Those produc- 
tions which, compared with the works of a 
Raffaello, or a Titian, may be of little esteem, 
when considered with reference to the times 
that gave them birth, may justly be entitled to 
no small share of applause. 

The glory of Cimabue was obscured by that Giotto. 
of his disciple Giotto^ who, from figuring the 
sheep which it was his business to tend, became 
the best painter that Italy had produced^. It 

afibrds 



somewhat inclined, the countenance melancholy, not 
without some pretensions to grace ; the rest of the picture 
is in the true style of Gothick formality. 

^ Credette Cimabue nella pintura, 
Tener lo campo ; ed ora ha Giotto il p;rido. 
Si che la fama di colui oscura. 

Dante Purg, Cant, xi. 

« Mannif in his Illustr. del Boccaccio^ ju 414. deduces 
the name of Giotto from Angiolotto ; but ^I. Ten hove 
with more probability derives it from Ambrot^io. 
Ambrogio^ jimbroglotto^ Giotto ; *' Quel ttranger," says 
this lively author, " aper^oit d'abord sous les bizarres 
*' d^guisemens de JSista^ Bettc, Bamboy Biiido^ Bacciy Tani^ 
" Cec€^ Giomo, J^'it^i^ Meoy JWinniy Vanniy Mazo^ Lif.fiOy 

« Lififiozzoy 

VOL. II. I i 
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CHAP, affords no. inadequate proof of his high reputa- 
^^* tion, when we find him indulging his humour 
in an imitation of the celebrated artist of Cos, 
and sending to the pope, who had desired to 
see one of his drawings, a circle, . struck with 
such freedom, as to show the hand of a master, 
yet with such truth, as to have given rise to 
a proverb ^. Inferiour artists hazard not sudi 
freedoms with the great. Giotto seems, how- 
ever, to have delighted in the eccentricities of 
the art. One of his first essays, when he 
began to study under Cimabue, was to paint a 
fly on the nose of one of his master^s portraits, 
which the deluded artist attempted to brush off 

with 



" Li/i/iozzo^ Pipo^ Guccioy Mico^ Caca, TctCy b^c. les noms 
" de batcme Jcs plus vulgaires et les plus communs ? 
" Les autres Italiens sc sont toujours moqu^s de cet 
" usage Florcntin, qui en efTet n'cst pas moins risible que 
" si M. Hume, dans sa belle histoire d'Anglcterre, nous 
" entretenait de Billy le conquerant^ de Tom Beckett dc 
" Jackey le grand -t err cin^ appelH Sa7ie»Terre^ des grands 
" Rois JVcy/. L i:f III. du nom^ de la bigotte Reine Molly ^ 
" dc la grande Eeinc Bcss^ ct de son cher amant Bobby 
" DcvereiiXj envoye par elle au supplicc," 8vc. 

Menu Gen, ^c • livm i. fi» 37« 

^^ Divolgatasi poi questa cosa, nc nacquc il proverbio, 
che ancora e in uso dirsi a gli uomini di grossa pasta : 
Tu sci/iiu tomh che V O dl Giotto* Vasar* vita di Giotto. 
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with his hand^ ; a tale that may rank with the chap. 
horse of Apelles, the curtaiQ of Parrhasius, or ix, 
the grapes of Zeuxis, Boccaccio has introduced 
this celebrated painter with great approbation 
in one of his novels^; a singular conversa- 
tion is said to have occurred between him 
and Dante ^ ; and Petrarca held his works 
in such high esteem, that one of his pictures 
is the subject of a legacy to a particular friend 

in 



i Vaaari vita di Giotto. 

^ Giotto ebbe un ingegno di tanta eccellenza, che 
niuna cosa da la natura, madrc di tutte le cose, ed ope- 
ratrice, col continuo girap- de* cieli, che egli con lo stile, 
e con la penna, e col pennelio non dipignesse, si simile 
a quella, che non simile, anzi ptu tosto dessa paresse. 

• Dccam. Gior* vi. A'ov. 5. 

Benvenuto da Imola, one of the commentators of 
Dante, relates, that whilst Giotto resided at Padua, 
Dante paid him a visit, and was received by bim with 
great attention. Observing however that the children 
of Giottb bore a great resemblance to their father, whose 
features and appearance were not very prepossessing, he 
inquired how it came to pass that his pictures and his 
children were so very unlike each other, the former 
being so beautiful, the latter so coarse. Quia fiin^o dt 
die^ 9ed Jingo de noctc^ said the painter. 

Mannij Jllu^t. def Bocc. p. 417. 



/ 
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CHAP, in his will"*. Upwards of a century after hts 
J^x. death, Lorenzo de' Medici, well aware that 
the most efficacious method of exciting the 
talents of the living is to confer due honour on 
departed merit, raised a bust to his memory 
in the church of S. Maria del Fiore^ the in- 
scription for which was furnished by Poli- 
tiano.". 

Character of fhc merits of Giotto and his school arc 

hb works. 

appreciated with great judgment by Vasari, 
who attributes to him and his predecessor 
Cimabue the credit of having banished the 

insipid 



°* TranseO ad dispositionem aliaruni rerum ; predicto 
ifj;itur domino meo Paduano, quia et ipse per Dei gi'a- 
tiam non ejjet, et ego nihil aliud habeo dignum sc, 
mitto Tabulam meam sive historiam Beatae virginis 
Marix, opcris Jocti pictoris egregii, quae mihi ab amico 
mco Miclicle Vannis de Florcntia missa est, in cujus 
piiichritudinem ignorantes non intelUgunt, magistri 
auteni artis stupent. Vasari vita di Giotto* 

" I lie ego sum per quern Pictura extincta revixit, 

Cui quani recta manus tarn fuitet facilis. 
Xaturx dec rat nostras quod defuitarti$ 

Plus licuit uulli pingere nee melius. 
Miraris luriim cgregiam sacro sere sonantem ? 

ILirx quoque de modulo crevit ad astra meo. 
Dcniqucsum jottits, quid opus fuit ilia referre ? 

Hoc nomen longi rarminis instar erit. 
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insipid and spiritless manner introduced by chap. 
the Greek artists, and given rise to a new ^^* 
and more natural style of composition. This 
the historian denominates th6 maniera di Giotto^. 
•* Instead of the harsh outline, circumscribing 

" the 



° Proemio di Giorgio Vasari to the second part of his 
work, written, like all his other prefaces, with great 
judgment, candour, and historical knowledge of his art. 
Tractant fabriliafabri — The early {^inters are fortunate in 
possessing an historian, who without envy, spleen, or 
arrogance, and with as little prejudice or partiality as the 
imperfection of human nature will allow, has distributed 
to each of his characters his due portion of applause. If 
he has on any occasion shown too apparent a bias in 
favour of an individual, it leans towards Michelagnolo 
Buonarroti, in whose friendship he gloried, and whose 
works he diligently studied ; but an excess of admiration 
for this great man will scarcely be imputed to bi^ as a 
fault. As a painter and an architect, Vasari holds a 
respectable rank. In the former department, his pro- 
ductions are extremely numerous. One of his principal 
labours is his historical suit of pictures of the Medici 
family, with their portraits, painted for the great duke 
Cosmo I. in the Palazzo Vecchio at Florence, of which 
Vasari himself has given a particular account, published 
by Filippo Giunti, in 1588, and entitled Ragionammti del 
Sig. Cav. Giorgio Vasari sofira le invenzione da lui difiinte 
in Firenze^ ^c. Reprinted in Arezzo, 1762. In this scries 
of pictures are represented the principal incidents in the 
life of Lorenzo. This worfc has been engraved, but not 
in such a manner as to do justice to the painter. 
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c H A F. <^ the whole figure, the glaring eyes, the 
^^* " pointed feet and hands, and all the defects 
*^ arising from a total want of shadow, tlie 
** figures of Giotto exhibit a better attitude, 
^' the heads have an^ir of life and freedom, the 
** drapery is more natural, and there are even 
** some attempts at fore-shortening the limbs.'' 
" Besides these improvements," continues this 
*^ author, *^ Giotto was the first who represented 
'^ in his pictures, the effect of the passions on 
*^ the human countenance. That he did not 
proceed further must be attributed to the 
difficulties which attend the progress of the 
art, and to the want of better examples. In 
m^y of the essential requisites of his profes- 
sion, he was indeed equaled, if not surpassed, 
by some of his contemporaries. The colour- 
ing of Gaddi had more force and harmony, 
and the attitudes of his figures more vivacity. 
Simone da Sienna is to be preferred to him 



a 
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** in the composition of his subjects, and other 

" painters excelled him in other branches of 
li 

it 



the art ; but, Giotto had laid the soljd found- 
ation of their improvements. It is true, all 
that wa^ effected by these masters may be 
*< considered only as the first rude sketch of a 
sculptor towards completing an elegant statue, 
and if no further progress had been made, 
there would not, upon the whole, have been 

" much 
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^ much to commend } but whoever considers c h af. 

* the difficulties under which their works were i** 

■I Ilia I III iBM^ 

* executed, the ignorance of the times, the 
^ rarity of good models, and the impossibility 

* of obtaining instruction, will esteem them 

* not only as commendable, but wonderful 

* productions, and will perceive with pleasure 

* these first sparks of improvement which 

* were afterwards fanned into so bright a 

* flame." 



The patronage of the family of the Medici t*« Medici 
is almost contemporary with the commencement the art*. 
of the art. Giovanni de' Medici, the father of 
Cosmo, had employed his fellow-citizen, Lo- 
renzo de' Bicci, to ornament with portraits a 
chamber in one of his houses in Florence, 
which afterwards became the residence of 
Lorenzo, the brother of Cosmo"*. The libe- 
rality of Cosmo led the way to further improve- 
ment. Under Masaccio, the study of nature Mawccw. 
and actual observation were substituted for cold 
and servile imitation. By this master, his com- 
petitors, and his scholars, every component 
branch of the art was carried to some'degree of 

perfection. 



P Vamr* in vita di Lor* de* Bicci » 
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CHAP, perfection. Paolo Uccello was the first who 
^^* boldly' surmounted the difficulty which Giotto, 
though sensible of its importance, had ineffect- 
ually attempted to overcome, and gave that 
ideal depth to his labours, which is the essence 
of picturesque representation ^ This he accom- 
plished by hissuperiour knowledge of perspective, 
which he studied in. conjunction with the celc- 
45rated Giannozzo Manetti, and in the attain- 
ment of which the painter and the scholar were 
mutually serviceable to each other ^ The rules 
which he thence acquired he applied to practice, 
not only in the back-grounds of his pictures, 
but in his representation of the human figure, 
of which he expressed the Scorciy or fore-short- 
enings, with accuracy and effect '. The merit 

of 



*i 'E da osscrvai'e chc non si trova prima di lui nessuno 
scoito di figure, percio a ra<^ione puo dirsi aver questo 
valcnl' iiomo fatto un gran progresso nell' arte. 

Etruria Pittrice, JSTo, xiv. 

^ E fu il primo che ponesse studio grande nella pro- 
spcttiva, introducendo il modo di mettere Je figure su' 
piani, dove esse posar devono, diminuendole a pix)por- 
zlone ; il chc, da nuiestri avanti a lui, si faceva a case, 
c senz' alcuna consideratione. 

BaUii7inc, Dec. \u dcLfiar. i, «ff . iv. 

•^ In his picture of the inebriety of Noah, in the 
church of S. Maria Novella, is a figure of the patriarch 

stretched 



I 
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« 

of having been the first to apply mathematical chap. 
rules to the improvement of works of art, and ^^* 
the proficiency which he made in so necessary 
and so laborious a study, if it had not obtained 
from Vasari a greater share of praise, ought at 
least to have secured the artist from that ridicule 
with which he seems inclined to treat him^ The 
elder Filippo Lippi gave to his figures a boldness *'~^^'"^' 
and grandeur before unknown. He attended 
also to the effect of his back-grounds, which 
were however in general too minutely finished. 
About' two years after his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1469, Lorenzo de* Medici, 
who was then absent from Florence on a jour- 
ney, to congratulate Sixtus IV. on his accession 
to the pontificate, took the opportunity of pass- 
ing through Spoleto, where he requested per- 
mission from the magistrates to remove the 
ashes of the artist to the church of 5. Maria 
del Fiore at Florence. The community of that 

place 



stretched on the ground, with his feet towards the front 
of the picture ; yet, even in this difficult attitude, the 
painter has succeeded in giving an explicit idea of his 
subject. T>. Etrur* Pittr, JVo, xiv. 

* La moglie soleva dire che tutta la notte Paola stava 
nello scrittoio, per trovar i termini della prospettiva, 
e che quando ella lo chiamava a dormire, egli le diceva, 
che dolce cota i guetta firosflettiva / Fa9. vita di Paolo. 

VOL. II. • ' K k 
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CHAP, place were however unwilling to relinquish so 
^x* honourable a deposit ; and Lorenzo was there* 
fore content to testify his respect for the memory 
of the painter, by engaging his son, the younger 
FilippOy to erect in the church of Spoleto a 
monument of marble, the inscription upon 
which, written by Politiano, has led his historian 
Menckenius into a mistake almost too apparent 
to admit of an excuse ''• 

In 



^ In Philififnim Fratrem Pictorew* 

Conditus hie ego sum picture fama philippus ; 

NulK ignota mes est gratia mira manus* 
Artifices potui digitis animare colores, 

Sperataque animosfallere voce diu. 
Ipsa meis stupuit natura expressa figuris, 

Meque suis fassa est artibus esse parem* 
Marmoreo tumulo medices laurentius hie me 

Condidit : ante humili pulvere tectus eram* 

From the appellation of Frater\ given by Lippi to 
PoUtiano, Menckenius conjectures, that he was his 
brother* ^^ Is enim quis sit, cujus . hie frater dicitur 
^ Philippus, si Politianus .non est, hariolari non pos- 
" sum." Menck. in vifd PoUfi* 31. Filippo had entered 
into holy orders, whence he was called Pra Filipfio ; a cir- 
cumstance which Menckenius might easily have discovered, 
though he ptx)fesscs not to have been able to obtain any 
information respecting it. ^^ Nihil enim el, de re scrip- 
" toi^s alii, etsi non desint, qui maxime excelluisse hunc 
" Philippum nobillissima pingendi arte suo confirment 
" testimonio." Ibid. //. 637. 
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In the anatomy of the human figure, which chap. 
now began to engage the more minute attention ^x> 
of the painter, Antonio PoUajuolo took the Antonio 
lead of all his competitors. By accurate observ- 
ation, as well on the dead as on the living, 
he acquired a competent knowledge of the 
form and action of the muscles'", which ht 
exemplified in a striking manner in his picture 
of Hercules and Antsus, painted for Lorenzo 
de' Medici, in which he is said not only to 
have expressed the strength of the conqueror, 
but the languor and inanimation of the con- 
quered"^; but his most celebrated work is the 
death of S. Sebastian, yet preserved in the chapel 
of the Pucci family at Florence, and of which 
Vasari has given a particular accounf". In this 
picture, the figure of the dying saint was 
painted from nature after Gino Capponi. In 

the 



" £gli s' intese degli ignudi piu modernamente, che 
fatto noD avevano gli altri maestri innanzi a lui ; e scor- 
tico inolti uomini, per vedere la notomia lor sotto ; e 
fu primo a mostrare il modo di cercare i muscoli, che 
avessero forma, ed ordine nelle figure. 

Vasari vita di PoUajuolOf 

^ Vasari^ ut sufira, 

*■ Vasari^ ut supra. This picture is engraved and 
published i^ the Rtruria Pidricfy J^o. xxiv. 
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CHAP, the figures' of the two assassins, who are bend- 
Jx. ing their cross-bows, he has shown great know^ 

Baidoytnctti. ledge of muscular action. Baldovinetti excelled 
in portraits, which he frequently introduced in 
his historical subjects. In a picture of the 
queen of Sheba on a visit to Solomon, he 
painted the likeness of Lorenzo de' Medici^ 
and of the celebrated m^chanick Lorenzo da 
Volpaia^ ; and in another picture intended as 
its companion, those of Giuliano de' Medici^ 
Luca Pitti, and other Florentine citizens. The 
resemblance of Lorenzo was also introduced by 
Domenico Ghirlandajo, in a picture of S. Fran* 
cesco taking the habit, painted by htm in the 
chapel of the Trinity at Florence. Until this 
time the pictures of the Tuscan artists had been 
executed in distemper, or with colours rendered 
cohesive by glutinous substances. The practice 

of 



y Ritrasse costui assai di naturale, e dove nella delta 
cappella fece la storia della Reina Saba, che .va a udire 
la sapicnza di Salomone, ritrasse il magnifico Lorenzo 
de' Medici, che fu padre di papa Leone decimo, Lorenzo 
della Volpaja eccellentissimo maestro d* oriuoli, ed 
ottimo astrologo, il quale fu quello, che fccc per il detto 
Lor. de' Medici il bellissimo oriuolo che ha oggi il Sig. 
Duca Cosimo in Palazzo ; nel quale oriulo tutt,e le ruote 
de' pianeti caniminano di continuo; il che ^ cosa rara, 
e la prima che fusse mai fatta di qucsta maniera. 

Fas, vita di ^aldcrv. v. ante^ p» 1 1 2* 
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of painting in oil^ so essentially necessary to c h ap, 
tbe duration of a picture, was now first intro- ^^* 
duced amongst his countrymen by Andrea da Andreaiu 
Castagna*. The younger Filippo Lippi at* ^^ 
tempted, and not without effect , to give a ^^^' 
greater share of energy and animation to his 
productions. His attitudes are frequently bold 
and diversified ; and his figures have expression, 

vivacity, 



*^ Era nel suo tempo in Firenze un tal Domenico da 
Venezia, pittore di buon nome, col quale egli (Andrea) 
aveya fintamente legata gran4e amicizia, affine di cavai^ 
gU del mano la maestra di colorire a olio, che allora in 
Toscana non era da alcun altro praticata, n^ meno 
saputa, fuori che da iDomenico, come gli ruiscl da fare. 
Baldin, Dec. iii. sec* v. The invention of painting in oil, 
though introduced so late into Italy, is probably more 
ancient than has generally been supposed. It is com- 
monly attributed to the Flemish artists, Hubert and 
John Van Eyck, who flourished about the year 1400 ; 
but professor Lessing, in a small treatise <^ aur V ancient' 
\n€te de la peinture a I'huilcj** printed at Brunswick in 
1774, has endeavoured to shew that this art is of much 
greater antiquity. His suggestions have since been 
confirmed by the researches of M. de Mechcl of Basle, 
who, in arranging the immense collection of pictures 
of the imperial gallery of Vienna, has discovered several 
pieces painted in oil, ^s early as the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries. Of these the earliest is a picture by 
Thomas de Mutina, a Bohemian gentleman ; the others 
are by Theodoric of Prague, and Nic. Wurmser of 
Strasbourg ; both artists at the court of the empcrour 
Charles IV. v. Meckel, Catal. d^e Tabl. df Vienne, is^c. in 
ftref. 
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CH AP« vivacity » and motion*. It is deserving of re» 
^^* mark, that he prepared the way to tiie study of 
the antique, by introducing into his pictures, 
the vases,' utensils, arms, and dresses of the 
ancients**. But of all the masters of this period, 
perhaps Luca Signorelli united the most impor- 
tant excellencies ; his composition was good ; 
in drawing the naked figure he particularly t\m 
ceiled*^ ; in his picture of tht institution of the 

eucharist. 



ttgnoRllL 



* His celebrated picture of S. Filippo and the serpent, 
painted in the chapel of the Strozzi at Florence, and 
engraved in the Etruria Pittrice^ J^o. xxvii. is a sufficient 
proof of the truth of this remark* Filippo Lippi "was 
the son* of the former painter of the same name, usually 
called Fra Filippo. Lorenzo employed him to ornament 
his palace at Poggio-Cajano, where he painted a sacrifice 
in Fresco, but the work was left unfinished. 

^ Non lavoro mai opera alcuna, nelle quale delle cose 
antiche di Koma con g^an studio, non si servisse, in vasi, 
calzari, trofei, bandiere, cimieri, omamenti di tempj, 
abbigliamenti di portature da capo, strane foggc da dosso, 
armature, scimitarre, spade, toghe, manti, ed altri cose 
diverse e belle, che grandissimo e sempitemo obbligo se 
gli debbe* Vaaar^ vita di Filip. 

^ Col fondamento del disegno, e degli ignudi parti- 
colarmente, et con la grazia della invenzione, e dispo- 
zitione delle historic, asperse alia maggior parte degli 
artefici la via alia ultima perfezzione deir arte, alia quale 
poi poterono dar cima quelli che seguirono. Vawr* wita 

di 
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eucharist, yet remaining in the choir of the chap. 
cathedral at Cortona*^, the figure of Christ "* 
might be mistaken for the production of one 
of the Caracci. In the variety and expression 
of countenance 9 in the disposition of the dra- 
pery, even in the just distribution of light, this 
picture has great merit ; and if some remnants 
of the manner of the times prevent us from giv- 
ing it unlimited approbation, it may certainly be 
considered as the harbinger of a better taste. 

The art of sculpture, dependent on the '««««• •f 

scqIpcvc* 

same principles,- and susceptible of improvement 
from the same causes as that of painting, made 
a proportionable progress. The inventive genius 
of the Italian artists had very early applied it 
to almost every variety of material ; and figures 
in wood, in clay, m metals, and in marble, 
were fashioned by Giovanni and Niccolo Pisano, niccoiofi«- 
by Agostino and Agnolo Sanese, which, though 
rude and incorrect, excited the admiration of 
the times in which they were produced. Their 
tuccessour Andrea Pisano, the contemporary of ^ndrea nm^ 

Giotto, 



no. 



di Luca Si^orellu It must however be observed, that 
Luca lived till 1521, before which time an important 
reformation had taken place in the arts. 

' Engraved in tbe M$ruria Fiitriccy A'o. xxaduU 



256 THE LIFE OF 

CHAP. Giotto, supported the credit of the art, which 
^^' was then endangered by the sudden progress 
of its powerful rival ; and in the early part of 
Ghibcrti and the fifteenth century the talents of Ghiberti and 
Dooatejio. DonatcUo carried it to a degree of eminence 
which challenged the utmost exertions, and 
perhaps even excited the jealousy, of the first 
painters of the age. It must indeed be acknow- 
ledged, that the advantages which sculpture 
possesses are neither few nor unimportant. The 
severe and simple mode of its execution, the 
veracity of which it is susceptible, and the 
durability of its productions, place it in a favour- 
able point of view, when opposed to an art 
whose success is founded on illusion, which not 
only admits, but courts meretricious ornament^ 
and whose monuments are fugitive and perish- 
able^ These arts, so distinct in their opera- 
tions, approach each other in works in relievo^ 

which 



® I am aware that much is to be said on the opposite 
side of the question, but I mean not to discuss a subject 
upon which almost every writer on the history of the arts 
has either directly or incidentally exercised his inge- 
nuity. Among others, I may refer the reader to the 
Frotmi of Vasari, the Lezzionc of Benedetto Varchi, dcUa 
magffioranza deW arti^ the works of Baldinucci, Richard- 
son, and Mengs, and to the posthumous works of Dr. 
Adam Smith, lately published, in which the reader wi)l 
find many acute observations on this subject. 
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which unite the substantial form that charac- chap. 
terizes sculpture, with the ideal depth of pic- ^^* 
turesque composition. In this province Dona- 
tello particularly excelled ; and in Cosmo de' 
Medici he found a patron who had judgment to 
perceive, and liberality to reward his merits. 
But the genius of Donatello was not confined 
to one department. His group of Judith and 
Holofernes, executed in bronze for the commu- 
nity of Florence, his statue of S. George, his 
Annunciation, and his Zuccone, in one of the 
niches of the Campanile at Florence, all of - 
which yet remain, have met with the uniform 
approbation of succeeoing times, and are per- 
haps as perfect as the narrow principles upon 
which the art was then conducted would 
allow. 

Notwithstanding the exertions of these imperfecticB 
masters, which were regarded with astonish- 
ment by their contemporaries, and are yet enti- 
tled to attention and respect, it does not appear 
that they had raised their views to the true end 
of the profession ^ Their characters rarely 

excelled 



^ ^£ necessario il confessare, che non poteva la pittu- 
ra, b«nch^ fatta viva dalle mani di que' maestri, far graiis 
pompa di se stessa, pcrch^ molto le mancava di disegno^ 

di 

VOL. II. I. 1 ~ 
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CHAP, excelled the daily prototypes of common life ; 
^^* and their form^, although at times sufficiently 
accurate, were often vulgar and heavy. In the 
pictures which remain of this period, the limbs 
are not marked with that precision which cha- 
racterizes a well-informed artist. The hands 
and feet, in paiticular, appear soft, enervated, 
and delicate, without distinction of sex or cha- 
racter. Many practices yet remained that 
evince the imperfect state of the art. Ghirlan- 
dajo and Baldovihetti continued to introduce the 
portraits of their employers in historick composi- 
tion, forgetful of that simplex duntaxat et unum 
with which a just taste can never dispense. 
Cosimo Roselli, a painter of no inconsiderable 
reputation, attempted by the assistance of gold 
and ultramarine, to give a factitious splendour to 
his performances. To every thing great and 

^ elevated, the art was yet a stranger ; even the 

celebrated picture of Pollajuolo exhibits only a 
group of half naked and vulgar wretches, dis- 
charging their arrows at a miserable fellow- 
creature, who, by changing places with one of 
his murderers, might with equal propriety be- 
come 



di colorito, di morbidezza, di scoili, di movcnze, di atti- 
tudini, di rilievo, e di altre finezze e vivacity onde ella 
potcsse in tutto e per tutto assomiliarei al vero. 

Baldin* Dec* iii. wc. v. 



V 
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eome a murderer himself^. Nor was it till the c h ai>. 
time of Michelagnolo that painting and sculp- ix>. 
ture rose to their true object, and, instead of 
exciting the wonder, began to rouse the passions 
and interest the feelings of mankind. 

, By what fortunate concurrence of circum- c«»^ 
stancestheexquisite taste evinced by the ancients mmt. 
in works of art was revived in modem times, 
deserves inquiry* It has generally been sup- 
posed 



K Objects of horrour and disg^ist, the cold detail of 
deliberate barbarity, can never be proper subjects of art,- 
because they exclude the efforts of genius. Even the 
powers of Shakspeare are annihilated in tlie butcheries of 
Titus Andronicus. Yet the reputation of some of the 
most celebrated Italian painters has been principally 
founded on this kind of representation. " Ici," says 
M. Tenhove, " c'est S. Etienne qu'on lapide, et dont je 
^ crains que la cervelle ne rejaillisse sur moi ; plus loin 
i^ c'est S. Barth^l^mi tout sanglant^ tout ^corch^ ; je 
*^ compte ses muscles et ses nerfs. Vingt Heches ont 
'< cribl<^ Sebastien. L'horrible tcte du Baptiste est dans 
^ ce plat* Le gril de S. Laurent sert de pendant a la 
** chaudiere de S. Jean— Je recule d'horreur." Mem. 
Gen. lib. x. May it not well be doubted, whether spec- 
tacles of this kind) so frequent in places devoted to reli- 
gious purposes, may not have had a tendency rather to 
keep alive a sjpirit of ferocity and resentment, than to 
inculcate those mild and benevolent principles in which 
the essence of religion consists ? 



\ 
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on AT. posed that these arts, having left in Greece 
. ^^* some traces of their former splendour,, were 
transplanted into Italy by Greek artists, who, 
either led by hopes of emolnment, or impelled 
by the disastrous state of their own country, 
sought, among the ruins of the western empire, 
a sheher from the impending destruction of the 
nst. Of the labours of these masters, sped' 
mens indeed remain in difierent parts of Italy ; 
but, in point of merit, they exceed not those 
of the native Italians, and some of them even 
bear the marks of deeper barbarism^. In fact, 
these arts were equally debased in Greece and 
in Italy, and it was not therefore' by an inter- 
course of this nature that they were likely to 
receive improvement. Happily, however, the 
same favourable circumstances which contri- 
buted to the revival of letters took place also 
with respect to the arts ; and if the writings of 
the ancient authors excited the admiration and 
called forth the exertions of the scholar, the 

remains 



^ Venise, et quelques villcB de la Romagne, ou de 
Tancien Exarchat de Ravenne, montrent encore dea 
traces de ces barboutllagea Grecs. Le caractere d'un 
assez profonde barbarie s'y fait sentir. La peinture qui 
repr^sente les obsequea de St* Ephratm, qu'on voit dans 
le Museo Sacro^ partie de la Biblioth^que da Vatican, passe 
pour le triste chef d'oeuvre de ces fils bitards de Zeuxis. 

"TenA. Mem* Gen» US. vii. 



Tonains of ancient ddtt m marble^ g^^fOBf miA chap* 
other durable materials, at length eaiight^the ^^* 
attention of the arftat, and were ecHiverted 
from objects of wonder into models of u»i4a- 
tkm. To ftcilitate the progreas of these at«« 
dies, other fortunate circttmatances eonenrred* 
The freedom of the Italian gorenments, wmi 
particularly that of Florence, gave to the human 
&culties their full energies^ The bbours of 
the painter were earlj associated with the 
mysteries of die prevailing religion, whilat 
&e wealth and ostentation of individuals and of 
states held out rewards sufficient to excite the 
endeavours even of the phlegmatidc and the 
indolent. 



From the time of the consul Mnmmitis, sadptvcof 
who, u hilst he phindered the city of Corinth of r^^^ 
its beautiful productions of art, regarded them 

rather 



' § 



^ L'uomo libero> con volont^, fa tuUo quel che puo, 
piu o menoi secondo la sua capacity ; ma lo schiavo fa 
ai piu quelloi che gli si comandaf e guasta la sua propria 
i^lontdi, collo violenza» che gli si fa, per ubbidire* L'abito 
di fark> opprime finahnente la sua capacity e la sua razza 
pcggiora) fino, a non piu desiderare quello, che dkpera 
ottenere* O/tere di Mcng%. v. u fi. 338*. 
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CHAP, ratiier as household furniture, than as pieces of 
Jx/ exquisite skill ^, the avidity of the Romans 
for the works of the Grecian artists had been 
progressively increasing, till at length they 
became the first objects of proconsular rapacity, 
and the highest gratification of patrician luxury. 
The astonishing number which Verres had 
acquired during his government of Sicily, 
forms one of the most striking features of 
the invectives of Cicero; who asserts, that 
throughout that whole province, so distin- 
guished by the riches and taste of its inhabit- 
ants, there was not a single statue or figure, 
either of bronze, marble, or ivory, not a picture 
or a piece of tapestry, not a gem or a precious 
stone, not even a gold or silver utensil, of the 
workmanship of Cormth or Delos, which 
Verres during his pretorship had not sought 
out and examined, and if he approved of it, 
brought it away with him ; insomuch that Syra- 
cuse, under his govemmetit, lost more statues 
than it had lost soldiers in the victory of Mar- 

cellus. 



^ Mummius tarn rudis fuit, ut capta Corintho, cum 
maximorum artificum perfectas manibua tabulaa ac 
statuas in Itaiiam portandas locaret, juberet prsdici con- 
ducentibus, si eas predidissent, novas ^os reddituros* -* 

VeL Paterc. tib. u c. 13. 
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cellus^ Such, however, was the desolation chap. 
which took place in Italy during the middle ^^* 
ages, occasioned not only by natural calamities^ 
but by the yet more destructive operation* of 
moral causes, the rage of superstition and the 
ferocity of barbarian conquerors, that of the 
innumerable specimens of art, which, till the 
times of the later emperours, had decorated the 
palaces and villas of the Roman nobility^ 
scarcely a specimen or a vestige was, in the 

beginning 



> The very minute account gWen by the Roman 
orator, in his fourth accusation against Verres, of the 
pieces of Grecian sculpture which he obtained from 
Sicily, has enabled the Abbe Fraguier to draw up a dis- 
sertation which he has entitled the Gallery of Verves. 
Mem. de lift. v. ix« p* 260. WinckeU Storia delle arti del 
DUegno. lib.x. c. 3. Ed* MiUm^ 1779, in not. Amongst 
those particularly enumerated by Cicero, is a marble 
statue of Cupid by Praxiteles, a Hercules in bronze by 
.Myron, two Canephoroe, or female figures, representing 
Athenian virgins, bearing on their heada implements of 
sacrifice, the work of Polycletes ; a celebrated statue of 
Diana, which, after having been carried oiF from the 
citizens of Segesta by the Carthaginians, was restored to 
them by Scipio Africanus : another of Mercury, which 
had been given them by the same liberal benefactor ; the 
statues of Ceres, of Esculapius, of Bacchus, and lastly 
that of Jupiter himself, of which Uie sacrilegious ama/^vr 
scrolled not to plunder his temple at Syracuse. 

Cic. in Verrem^ lib. iv. 
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c H ▲ r« begiiming of the fifteenth centuxy ^ to be dtsco- 
'^* rcred. Even the city of Rome could only dis* 
play six statues, five of marble and one of 
fcraas, the remains of its firmer splendour" i 
and die complaint of Petrarca was not tberefope 
without reason, that Rome was in no place teas 
known than in 



In tracing the vicissitudes which the aits 
naaimci hsvc expcrienoed, we observe, with pleasure^ 



"■ Hoc Tidebitur levius fortasse, sed me maxim^, 
movet) quod his ftubjiciam ; ex innumeris ferme colossis, 
fttatuisque turn marmorets, turn aeneis (nam argenteas 
atque aureas minimi miror ftdsfte conflatas) viri^ illos- 
tribuB ob virtutem poaitis^ ut omittam Taria signa^ Tolup* 
tatis atque artis causa publice ad spectaculum collocata} 
marrooreas quinque tantum) quatuor in Constantlni 
thermis ; duas stantea pon^ equoa, Phidi« et Praxitelis 
opus ; duas recubantes ; quintam in foro martis statuam^ 
quae hodie Martis fori nomen tenet ; atque eneam solam 
equestrem deauratam, quit est ad Basilicam Latera- 
nensem) Septimio Severo dicatam, tantiim Tidemus 
superesse. Pog^* de varietate Fortumty fi. 20. The eques- 
trian statue to which Poggio advefts, as that of Sep* 
Severus, is now recognised as the statue of Marcus 
Aurdius. 

^ Qui enim hodie ignari renim Romanorum sunt 

qu^m Romani cives? Invitus dico, nusquam minus 

Roma cog^iosciturquam Rom». 

EpUt. Font. Hb. tL Efu 3* 



^ \ 
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that the same persons who signalized themselves chap. 
by their attention to preserve U^e writings of ^^* 
the ancient authors, were those to whom pos- 
terity is indebted for the restoration of a betfc^ 
taste in the arts. Petrarca himself is one of the Petnrca. 
first who displayed a marked attention to the 
remains of antiquity *". On his interview with 
the emperour Charles IV. at Mantua, he pre- 
sented to that monarch a considerable number 
of coins, which he had himself collected ; at 

the 



^ The famous Cola di Rienzi, who called himself 
Tribune of Rome, and attempted in the fourteenth cen- 
Uuy to establifth the ancient republick, was, as well as 
his friend and panegyrist Petrarca, a great admirer of 
ijat remains of antiquity. It is not indeed improbable} 
as Tiraboschi conjectures, that the indulgence of this 
taste first incited him to hisromantick project. The cha- 
racter of Rien^ is given by a contemporary author \nf 
tjie following terms» which may serve as a curious spe- 
cimen of the Italian language : ^ Fo da soa joventutine 
^ nutrica^o de latte de eloguentiuj bono Grammaticoy mgliore 
•^ Rettoricoy Autoritta bravo* Deh cotno e qwmto era veloce 
*^ leitore i MoUo usava Tito Livioy Seneca^ e Tullioy c 
<* Balerio Maaaimo : motto li dilettavale r^a^iijicentie de JuUo 
w Ceuare raccontare* T\ttto lo die ^e Bfieculava negV inta^U 
*< de mamfy li guali jaccio intonno a Roma. J^on era aitri 
« che e99e che utfteMse lejere li antichifiataffij. Tutte Merit ture 
*^ itntieht voigarrizzava i guettejiure de marmo juMtamente 
A« in$erftretava." 

Tirab. Storia della Let. ItaU v. v./k« 3 U* Mem* 
pour la vie de Petr. v. ii./i. 335. 
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Lorenxode 
Medici, 
brother of 



CHAP, the same time assuring him, that he would not 
^^* have bestowed them on any other person, and, 
with a degree of freedom which does him 
honour, recommending to the emperour, whilst 
he studied the history, to imitate the virtues of 
the persons thdre represented^. Lorenzo de^ 
Medici, brother of Cosmo, distinguished himseff 
not only by his assiduity in collecting the remains 
of ancient authors, but also by a decided predi* 
lection for works of taste, in the acquisition of 
which he emulated the celebrity of his brother*^. 
From the funeral oration pronounced by Poggio 
on the death of Niccolo Niccoli, to whom the 
cause of literature is perhaps more indebted 
than to any individual who held merely a pri- 
vate station, weleam, that he was highly delighted 
with paintings and pieces of sculpture, of which 
he had collected a greater number, and of more 
exquisite workmanship, than any person of his 

time ; 



Niccolo 
Niccoli. 



P Ecce (inquit) Caesar, qutbus ftuccessisti ; ec6e qtias 
imitari studeas, et mirari, ad quorum forraulani) atquc 
iinaginem, te componas, quos prxter te unum nullt 
hominum daturus eram* £fitat» Fam. lib. x* 

^ Erat enim (Laurentius) ditissimus agri, ditissimus- 
que auri, atque pretiosse vestis, et universx supellectilis, 
signis, tabulis pictis, vasis cclatis, margaritis, libris, 
minim in modum afAuit, &c. 

^nt. Tudertani Orat, in Efi» AnA. Trmf* 
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time ; and that visiters thronged to see them, chap. 
not as to a private house, but as to a publick J^x. 
exhibition^ Nor was Pc^do himself less '"^^ 
attentive to the discovery and acquisition of 
these precious remains'. <^ My chamber," 
says he, *^ is surrounded with busts in marble, 
,«< one of which is whole and elegant. The 
/< others are indeed mutilated, \ and some of 
<^ them are even noseless, yet they are such 
.<* as may please a good artist. With these, 
*' and some other pieces which I possess, I 
/^ intend to ornament my country seat." In a 
letter from Poggio to Francesco da Pistoia, a 
monk who had travelled to Greece in search of 
antiquities, we have a much more explicit 

instance 



' Delectabatur admodum tabulis et signis ac variis 
colaturis priscorum more* Plura enim prope solus atque 
exquisitiora habebat quam ceteri fere omnes. Ad qus 
visen^ multi alliciebantur, ut non privato aliquo in loco, 
sed in Theatro quodam collocata ac exposita esse affir- 
mares* Po^n Ofi* fi» 276. 

' ^ Effectus sum," says he, in his jocular style, 
^' admodum capitosus. Id quale sit, scire cupis ? Habeo 
<< cubiculum refertum capitibus marmoreis, inter qux 
*< unum est elegans, integrum : alia truncis naribus, 
^ sed qux vel bonum artificem delectent. His et non* 
^ nullis signis qux procuro, ornare volo Academiam 
^ meam Valdaminam, quo in loco quiescere est animus," 
&€• Poggii £/d9t* ad Mc. McoL 
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c H A p% instance of the ardour with which he paraued 
_JL^1_ this objects *' By your letters from Chios,** 
says PoggiO) '* I learn that you have procured 
<< for me three busts in marble, one ct Mioerva, 
<< another of Jupiter, a third of Bacchus. These 
*^ letters aSwded me great satisfaction, for i am 
delighted beyond expression with pieces d 
sculpture. I am charmed with the skill of 
<< the artist, when I see marUe so wrought a& 
^^ to imitate Nature herself* You also inibim 
<^ me that you have obtained a head of ApoUo^ 
and you add frofn Virgil, 



it 



u 



" Miroa ducent de marmore vulttts* 

I 

^^ Believe me, my friend, you cannot confer a 
^' greater favour on me than by returning laden 
*' with such works, by which you will abim* 
" dantly gratify my wishes. Different persons 
<' labour under different disorders ; that which 
^^ principally affects me is an admiration of 
^' these productions of eminent sculptors, to 
** which I am perhaps more devoted than be- 
** comes a man who may pretend to some share 
** of learning. Nature herself, it is true, must 
" always excel these her copies ; yet I must be 
** allowed to admire that art, which can give 

" such 



Atifi* ^0. LXXU. 
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^^ such expression to inert materials^, thtt no- crap. 
** thing but breath seems tb be wanting. £xert i3c. 
. << yourself therefore^ I t>edeech you, to coUecti 
^^ eithef by entreaties or rewwdsi whatever you 
<^ can find thaHpossesses any merit. If you can 
^^ procure a complete figure^ triun^batum esu^^ 
Being informed by Francesco, thaft a Rfaodbui 
named Suflfretus had in his |>OBsession a ctonsi*- 
derable number of antique sculptures, Pc%gio 
addressed a letter to him, earnestly requesting 
to be &voured with sudli speoimens frotu his 
valuable collection as he might think proper to 
spare', and assuring him, that his kindneis 
should be remunerated by the earliest oppor* 
tuni^\ in the same earnest styity and for 
the same purpose, he addressed himself to 
Andreolo Giustiniano, a Venetian, then residing 
in Grea:e. Induced by his pressing entreaties, 
both Suffiretus and Giustiniano intrusted to the 
monk some valuable works ; but, to the great 
disappointment of Po^io, he betrayed the con- 
fidence reposed in him, and, under the pretext 
that he had been robbed of them in his voyage, 
defrauded Poggio of the chief part of his.trea- 
sures, which, as it afterwards appeared, he 
presented to Cosmo de' Medici. The indigna- 
tion 



•^/i7^. ^Vo^LXXIlI. 
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CHAP. ti<m of Pogg^o on this oocraion is poured forth 
^^* in a letter to Giustiniano, M^hose liberality he 
again solicits, and which he professes to have in 
some degree repmd, by obtaining for him from 
the pope a dispensation to enable his daughter 
to marry'' ; thus sacrilegiously, though almost 
excusably, bartering the favours of the churchy 
for the objects of his fisLvourite study, and the 
gratification of his taste. x / 

«r The riches of Cosmo de' Medici, and the 
industry of Donatello"^, united to give rise to 
the celebrated collection of antiquities, which, 
with consideraUe additions, was transmitted 
by Piero to his son Lorenzo, and is now deno- 
minated the Museum Florentinum, By an esti* 
mate or account taken by Piero on the death (^ 
his father, it appears that these pieces amounted 
in value to more than 28,000 florins'. But it 

was 



^ Afifi. M. LXXIV. 

^ Egli (Donato) fu potiasima cagioae che a Cosims 
6& Medici ai destasse la volondk deir introduire a Fio- 
venza le antichiti^ che aono ed erano in casa Medici, 
le quali tutte di sua mano acconcio 

VoHLr* vita di Dcnato. 

> Fabr. in vitd Cwnu Adnot. (^ Mtmunup. 231* v* Jlpfi. 
J^o. LXXV. 



! 
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was reserved for L^orenzo to enrich this collec* chap; 
lion wHh its most valuable articles, and to render i^* 
it subservient to its true purpose, that; of in^i« 
ring in his countrymen a correct and genuine 
taste for the arts* 



Of the earnestness with which Lorenzo en- 
gaged in this pursuit, some instances have been 
already adduced''. '^ Such an admirer was he,'? 
says Valori% ^< of all the remains of antiquity, 
*' that there was not any thing with which he 
^^ was more delighted* Those who wished to 
<' oblige him were accustomed to collect, from 
^' every part of the world, medals and coinsy 
<< estimable for their age or their workmanship, 
<* statues, busts, and whatever else bore the 
'< stamp of antiquity. On my return from 
«* Naples," adds he, << I presented him with 
^< figures of Faustina and Africanus in marble, 
^^ and several other specimens of ancient art ; 
" nor can I easily express with what pleasure 
" he received them." Having long desired to 
possess the resemblance of Plato, he was rejoiced 
beyond measure when Girolamo Roscio of Pis- 

toia 



y VoU I. p. 198. See also the letter from Politiano to 
Lorenzo. Atifi* J^o. LI. 



• Valor, in Viti Laur.fi. 18. 
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CHAP, toia presentol to him a figure in marble of hift 
^^' iavourite philosopher » which was said to have 
been found among, the ruins of the academy % 
By his constant attention to this pursuit, and by 
the expenditure of considerable sums, he cqI-- 
lected under his roof all the remains of antiquity 
that iSdil in his way, whether they tended to 
illustrate the history of letters or of arts**. His 
acknowledged acquaintance with these produc* 
tions induced the celebrated Fra Giocondo, of 
Verona, the most industrious antiquarian of his 
tfane, to inscribe to him his collection of andent 
inscriptions, of which Politiano, who was a 
competent judge of the subject, speaks with 
high approbation ""• 



Lorenxo 
cttablishes a 



But it is not the industry, the liberality,, op 
«choc>i for the judgment shown by- Lorenzo in. forming hiff 

ihe itudv of _ . ^ 

the autique. magmiiceii| 



^ In tlie diligent researches made at the instance pf 
LK)renzo for the discovery of ancient manuscripts, his 
agents frequently met with curious specimens of art. 
The inventory of the books purchased by Giovanni 
Lascar, from one Nicolo di Jacopo da Siena conoludeft 
with particularizing a marble statue. This contract and 
inventory are yet preserved in MS. in the archives of the 
Palazzo Vecchio at Florence. Filz. Ixxxi. Ab. 36* 



^ Valor* in vitdLaur^fi* 18« 
» PoUt. MtaceU. c. 77. 



V 
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magnificent collection, so mnch as the import- chap. 
ant purpose to which he destined it, that enti- ^x, 
ties him to the esteem of the professors and 
admirers of the arts. Conversant from his 
youth with the finest forms of antiquity, he 
perceived and lamented the inferiority of his 
contemporary artists, and the impossibility of 
their improvement upon the principles then 
adopted. He determined therefore to > excite 
among them, if possible, a better taste, and by 
{Hxsposing to their imitation the remains of ftte 
ancient masters, to elevate their views beyond 
the forms of common life, to the contemplation 
of that ideal beauty which alone distinguishes 
works of art from mere mechanical productions. 
With this view he appropriated his gardens, 
adjacent to the monastery of S. Marco, to. the * 
establishment of a school or academy for the 
study of the antique, and furnished the difierent 
buildings and avenues with statues, busts, and 
other pieces of ancient workmanship. Of these 
he appointed the sculptor Bertoldo, the favourite 
pupil of Donatello, but who was then far 
advanced in years, superintendent. The atten- 
tion of the higher rank of his fellow-citizens 
was incited to these pursuits by the example of 
Lorenzo ; that of the lower class, by his libe- 
rality. To thie latter he not only allowed com- 
petent stipends, whilst they attended to their 

studies, 

VOL. II. N n 
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CHAP. Studies, bat appointed considerable premiums m 
"' the rewards of their proficiency''. 

^1^*" To this institution, more than to any other 

*Miirroti. circumstance, we may, without hesitationL 
ascribe the sudden and astonishing proficiency 
which, towards the dose of the fifteenth cen^ 
tury, was evidently made in the arts, and which 
commencing at Florence, extended itself ia 
concentrick circles to the rest of Europe. The 
gardens of Lorenzo de' Medici are frequently 
celebrated by the historian of the painters, as 
•the nursery of men of genius' ; but if they had 

produced 

* Vagarij vita di Thrrigianoj c di Michela§^noloy ^c* 

c Vasari adTerts also to this establishment in his 
Ragionamentu ^< Lorenzo aveva fatto fare U Giardino, 
^ ch' ^ ora in su la piazza di San Marco, solamente 
<^ perch^ lo teneva pieno di figure antiche di marmo, e 
<< pitture assai, e tutte eccellenti, solo per condurre una 
^ scuola di giovani, i quali alia scultura, pittura, e archi- 
<« tettura attendcssino a imparare, sotto la custodia di 
<< Bertoldo scultore, gik discepolo di Donatello, i quali 
M giovani, tutti o la maggior parte fiirono ecceUoiti ; 
^ fra quali fu uno il nostro Micheiagnolo Buonarvoti, 
«< che ^ stato lo splendore, la vita, e la grandezza della 
<< scultura, pittura, e arcbitettura, avendo voluto moi* 
(< trare il cielo, che non poteva, nb dov^va nascere, se 
(< non sotto questo mi^nifico e illustre uomo, per lassar 
^ la sua patria ereditaria, e il mondo di tante ononrts 

** opere, 
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prodoced no other artist than Michelagnolo chap. 
Buonarroti, they would sufficiently have an. ^^> 
swered the purposes of their founder. It was 
here that this great man began to imbibe that 
spirit, which was destined to eflfect a reforma- 
tion in the arts, and uriiich he could periu^is 
iiave derived fhMfti no other source^ Of a 
noble, but reduced family, he had been placed 
by his father when young, under die tuition ttf 
the painter Ghirlandajo, flrom whom Lorenzo, 
desirous of promoting his new ests^liidunent, 

requested 



^ opere» quante si veggoM di Iqi oggi, t di moiti alui 
t^ che io ho viste, di cotesta scuola onorata." 

Vas, Ragionamentij fi. 7S» 



^ Mengs, on several occasions, attributes the superiour 
excellence of Michelagnolo to the same favourable cir- 
cumstance. ^' Michelagnolo, approfittandosi delle statue 
<* raccolte dai Medici, apri gli occhi, e connobbe che gli 
<< antichi avean tenuta una certa arte nell' imitare la 
^ veritk, con cui si faceva la imitazione pii intelligibile, 
*< e piu bella, che nello stesoo originale ;" and again, 
after giving an historical account of the progress of 
the arts, he adds, ^ In quello stato di cose scapp6 un 
<* raggio di quella stessa luce, che illumino V antica 
<< Grecia, quando Michelagnolo, il quale col suo gran 
^ talento area gik superato il Ghirlandajo, ride le cose 
*< degli antichi Greci nella coUezione del magniiico Lo- 
•< renzo de* Medki/' 

0/2 • di MengSy voL ii* fi* 99. 109. 
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CHAP. requMted diat he would permit Wo of his pupils 
^^* to pursue their studies in his gardens ; at the 
same time expressing his hopes, that they would 
there obtain such instructicm, as would not only 
reflect honour on the ini^tution, but also on 
themselves and on dieir country. The stivlenta 
who had the good fortune to be thus sdeeted 
were Michelagnolo and Francesco Gnuiacci^. 
On the first visit of Michelagnolo, he fimnd in 
the gardens his future adversary, Tonigtano, 
who, under the directions of Bertoldo, was 
modelling figures in clay. Michelagnolo im- 
plied himself to the same occupation, and his 
work soon afterwards attracted the attention of 
Lorenzo, who, from these early specimens, 
f<Hmed great expectations of his talents. En- 
couraged by such approbation, he began to cut 

in 



s Dolendosi adunque Lorenzo, che amor grandissimo 
portava alia pittura, e alia scultura, che ne' suoi tempi 
lion si trovassero Bcultorl celebrati, e nobtli, come si tro- 
vavano moid pioori di grandiBsimo pregio, e fiuna, 
ddibero di fare una scuola ; e per questo chiese a Dome- 
nico Ghirlandajo, che se in bottega sua aresae de* aaoi 
giorani, che inciioati foesero a ci&, gli inviasae a] giar- 
dino, dove ^li desiderava di estercitarii e creargli in una 
manicnif cite onoraase se, e lui, e la cittl sua. Li^onde 
da Domenico gli furono per ottimi giovani dati fra gli 
altri Michelagnolo, e Francesco Granacci. 

Voter, vita di Michehgtu 
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m marble die head of a &wn, after an anfiqoe cth a p. 
flculpture^, which) though unaccustomed to ^^* 
the chisel, he executed with such skill as to 
astonidi Lorenzo ; who, observing that he had 
made some intentional deviations from the 
original, and timt in particular he had repre« 
taited the lips smoother, and had shown the 
toague and teedi, remaiiied to him, with his 
aix^ustomed jocularity, that he should have 
Kmembered that old men seldom exhibit a 
complete range of teeth. The docile artist, 
who paid no less respect to the judgment, than 
to the rank of Lorenzo, was no socmer left to 
himself, than he struck out one of the teeth, 
giving to the part the appearance of its having 
been lost by b^K On his next visit, Lorenzo 
was equally delighted with the disposition and 
the genj^s of his young pupil, and sending for 

his 



^ This early ^ecimen of the genius of Michelagnolo 
is yet preserved in the Medicean gallery at Florence, in 
the keeper's room, and is equal, says Bottari, to a piece 
of Grecian vorkmanship ; it has been engraved and pub« 
lisbed by Gori, in Condivi's life of Michelagnolo ; but, 
as S<4tari observes, '^ poco feUcemente, e con gran pre« 
^ giudixio deir origtnale." v. Bottari^ not* ut 9ufu 

> CtmdMy vita di Michelagnolo^ ft. 5, ^c. 
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CHAP. Itts ikther, not only took the son under his par* 

^3c« Ctcular protection, but made such a provision 

for the old man, as his age and the circum* 

stances of his numerous family required S 

iMidctwith From this time till the death of Lorenzo, which 
included an interval of four years, Michelagnolo 
constantly resided in the palace of the Medici, 
and sat at the table of Lorenzo, among his 
most honoured guests ; where, by a commend*- 
able regulation, the troublesome distinctions of 
lank were abolished, and evety person took his 
place in the order of his arrival. Hence the 
young artist found himself at once associated, 
on terms of equality, with all that was illus- 
trious and learned in Florence, aind formed 
those connexions and friendships which, if they 
do not create, are at least necessary to promote 

' and 



^ We learn from the narrative of Condivi, who relates 
these circumstances with insufferable minuteness, that 
when Lodovico, the father of Michelagnolo, encoura^^ed 
by the kindness of Lorenzo, requested an ofike in the 
Dogana or customhouse, in the filace of Marco Pucciy 
Lorenzo, who intended to provide him with a much bet- 
ter establishment, replied, laying his hand on his shoulder, 
7\l garai 9emfire ftaverom He gave him, however, the 
oflfice for which he applied, which was worth eight scudi 
per month, /loco fiiii 6 meno^ says the accurate historian. 
Condiv* ut aufi* 
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and reward supeiiour talents^ His leisure houra c h ji p« 
were passed in contemplatingthe intaglios, g^nia, ^^* _ 
and medals, of which Lorenzo had collected an 
astonishing number, whence he imbibed that 
taste for antiquarian researches, which was q£ 
essential service to him in his more inunediate 
studies, and which he retained to the close of 
life"*. 



Whilst Michelagnolo was thus laying the ^.^,^p^^. 
Biu-e foundation of his future fame, and giving ^^<>- 
daily proofs of his rapid iitiprovement, he 
formed an intimacy with Politiano, who resided 
under the same roof, and who soon became 

warmly 



1 Lorenzo fece dare a Michelagnolo una buona camera 
in casa, dandogli tutte quelle comodit^ ch' egli deside* 
^rava, n^ altrimenti trattandolo s) in altro, b1 nclla sua 
mensia, che da figliuolo : alia quale, come d' un tal' 
uomo, aedeano ogni giomo personaggi nobilissimi e di 
grande affare* £d essendovi questa usanza, che quei, 
che da principio si trovavano presenti, ciascheduno 
appressf il magpiifico secondo il suo grade sedesse, non si 
movendq di iuogo, per qualunque dipoi sopraggiunto 
fosse ; avenne bene spesao, che Michelagp[iolo sedette aopra 
i figltuoli di Lorenzo, ed akre peraone pregiate, di che 
tal casa di continuo fisriva ed abbondaya, &cc« 

Cond. ut rnxfiT* 
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c K A P. warmly attached to his interests. At his fecom<* 
, ^^* mendation, Michebgnolo executed a iasso^ 
relievo in marble, the subject of which is the 
battle of the Centaurs. This fiece yet onuu 
ments the dweliing of one of his descendants ; 
and, although not wholly finished, displays 
rather the hand of an experienced master, than 
that of a pupil. But its highest commendation 
is, that it stood approved even in the riper 
judgment of the artist himself; who, although 
not indulgent to his own productions, did not 
hesitate, on seeing it some years afterwards, to 
express his regret that he had not entirely 
devoted himself to this branch of art". The 
death of Lorenzo too soon deprived him of his 
protector. Piero, the son of Lorenzo, conti- 
nued indeed to show to him the same marks of 
kindness which his father had uniformly done ; 
but that prodigality, which so speedily dissipated 
his authority, his fortime, and his fame, was 
extended even to his amusements ; and the 
talents of Michelagnolo, under the patronage 
of Piero, instead of impressing on brass or on 

marble 



" Cos) la impressa gli tuccedetttt, che mi rammenta 
udirlo dire<f che quando Im rivede, cog;no8ae qtiantD 
torto egli mbbia fatto alia natura, a non aeguitar proiita<«> 
mente V arte della scultura, facendo giudizio per quelP 
opera, quanto potesse riuscire* Comd. vita di M. A. 
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t 

marble the forms of immortality, were con- c h a p. 
demned to raise a statue of snow"" ! Nor was i^^ 
this intercourse of long continuance ; for Piero, 
instead of afibrding support to others, was soon 
obliged to sedc, in foreign countries, a shelter 
tor himself. 

The history of Michdagnolo forms that of Ad^utsge* 
all the arts which he professed. In him sculp- SIi^^^ 
ture, painting, and architecture, seem to have "°**^"* 
been personified. Bom with talents superiour 
to his predecessors, he had also a better fote. 
Ghiberti, Donatello, Verocchio, were all men 
of genius, but they lived during the gentile 
state of the arf". The light had now risen, and 

his 



^ £ss«ndo in Firenze venuta dimolta neve, Pier de' 
Medici, figliuol maggiore di Lorenzo, che nel medesimo 
luogo del padre era restate, ma non nella medesima 
grazia, volende, come gioTane, far fare nel mezzo della 
sua corte una 8tatua di neve si ricordo di Michftlagnolo,e 
fattolo cercare, gli fece far la statua, &c. Condiv* fi* 8. 
This statue was a just emblem of the fortunes of its 
founder. 

P Michelagnolo, ch' ebbe si g^nde ingegno, non 
trasse dal suo proprio £bndo la sua arte, n^ con quelle 
•rto avrebbe trovata la strada di uscir da' limiti di quello 
fllUe secco, e servile, che fin allora regnava in Italia ; e 
lenza un grande studio, n^ senza 1' osservazione delle 
statue antiche^ mm sarebbe state forse che uguale a un 
Donatello, e a un Ghiberti. Ofiere di Meng9j v. ii. /• 1 89« 

^ VOL. II. O O 
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CRAP, his young and ardent mind, conversant with the 
^^* finest forms of antiquity, imbibed, as its genuine 
source, a relish for their excellence. With the 
specimens of ancient art, the depositories of 
ancient learning were unlocked to him, and of 
these also he made no inconsiderable use. As 
a poet he is entitled to rank high amongst his 
countrymen ; and the triple wreaths of painting, 
sculpture, and architecture, with which his 
disciples decorated his tomb, might, without 
exaggerati<H), have been interwoven with a 
fourths 

riiticiiiii. Of the sculptures of Mxchels^olo, some 

yet remain in an unfinished state, which stri- 
kingly display the comprehension of his ideas 
and the rapidity of' his execution. Such are 

the 



tarct. 



4 The poems of Michelagnolo were publiahed by fan 
great-nephew Michelagnolo Buonarroti il Giovane, at Flo* 
re nee in 1623, and are ranked with the Tc9ti di Lingua of 
Italian literature. They were again reprinted at Florence 
in 1726, with the Lezzioni of Benedetto Varchi, and 
Mario Guiducci, on some of his sonnets. Tenhove hat 
justly appreciated their merits. <* Les sonnets ct lea 
" Canzoni de Michelange ne sont point chfirg^s d* ome* 
« mens ambitieux ; ils se ressentent de 1' austere simpit* 
<< cit^ de son g^nie : cependant rien ne le fait autant 
" valoir, que la main dont ils sont pattie." 

Mem* Gem Uv* xix./k. 317. 
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the bust of Brutus, and the statue of a female chap. 
figure, in the gallery at Florence. In the latter ^^^ 
the chisel has been handled with such boldness, 
as to induce a connoisseur of our own country 
to conjecture that it would be necessary, in the 
finishing, to restore the cavities ^ Perhaps a 
^more involuntary homage ^las never paid to 
genius, than that which w^ extorted from the 
^sculptor Falconet, who havii^ presumed up<m 
all occasions to censure the style of Michel- 
agnolo, without having had an opportunity of 
inspecting any of his works, at leng^ obtained 
a sight of two of his statues, which were 
brought into France by cardinal Richelieu. / 
boDc seen Micbelagmloy exclaimed the French 
artist ; he is terrificA\ 

The labours of the painter are necessarily 
transitory ; for so are the materials that com^ 
pose them. In a few years Michelagnolo will 
be known, like an ancient artist, only by his 
works in marble. Already it is difficult to 

determine, 



*■ Richardson^ Description (iea TabL iP'c. vol. iiufi* 87. 

» " J'ai vu Michelange ; // eetyffrayant.'* Falcon, afi. 
Tenh. The pieces which occasioned this exclamation were 
two of the statues intended to compose a part of the 
. momiment of Julius XL 



\ 



\ 
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CHAP, determine, whether his reputation be enhaneed 
J^' or diminished by the sombre representations of 
his pencil in the Pauline and Sixtine chapels, or 
by the few specimens of his cabinet pictures, now 
rarely to be met with, and exhibiting <mly a 
shadqw of their original excellence. But the 
chief merit of this great man is not to be sought 
for in the remains of his pencil, nor even in his 
sculptures, but in the general improvement oC 
the publick taste which followed his astonishing 
productions. If his labours had perished witk 
himself, the change which they effected in the 
opinions and the works of his contemporaries 
would still have entitled him to the first honours 
of the art. Those who from ignorance, or fix>m 
envy, have endeavoured to depreciate his pro- 
ductions, have represented them as exceed- 
ing in their forms and attitudes the limits and 
the possibilities of nature, — as a race of beings, 
the mere creatures of his own imagination; 
but such criticks would do well to consider, 
whether the great reform to which we have 
alluded could have been effected by the most 
accurate representations of common life, and 
whether ^ny thing short of that ideal excellence 
which he only knew to imbody, could have 
accomplished so important a purpose. The 
genius of Michelagnolo was a leaven which was 
to operate on an immense and heterogeneous 
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mass, the salt intended to give a reliah to insi- c h ▲ f. 
pidity itself; it was therefore active, penetra«- ^^' 
ting, energetick, so as not only effectually to 
resist the contagious effects of a depraved taste, 
but to coinmunicate a portion of its spirit to all 
around. 

Of the contemporary artists of Michela^ Raradio 
mAoj such only are entitled to high commend- 
ation as accompanied his studies, or availed 
themselves of his example. Among these ap- 
pears the divine Raffaello ; second to his great 
model in that grandeur of design which elevates 
the mind, but superiour to him in that grace 
which interests the heart ; and endowed, if not 
with vigour sufficient alone to effect a reform, 
yet with talents the best calculated to promote 
its progress^ It is well known that the works 
of this exquisite master form two distinct classes, 
those which he painted before, and those which 
he painted after he had caught from the new 
Prometheus a portion of the ethereal fire-^ 
those of the scholar of P^ugino, and of the 

competitor 



* Rafiaello stesso ci ha lasciate nelle sue opere le 
tracce de\ suoi studj ; e sensa Ic lezioni di Fra Barto- 
lommeo, e la vista deile opere di Michelagnolo, e delle 
cose antiche, non goderemmo oggi le sue maravigliose 
pitture* 0/r. di Mengs^ v. ii. fi. 189« 
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CRAP, competitor of Michelagnolo. '< Happy i^ !" 
^^* exclaims^ with more than common animation, 
the historian of the painters, ^^ and happy 
^ artists, for so I may well denominate you, 
* who have had the opportunity of purifying 
'* your eyes at so clear a fountain ; who have 
^'-found your difficulties removed, your crooked 
'< paths made straight by so wonderful an artist : 
'* know then, and honour the man who has 
'' enabled you to distinguish between truth and 
-* falsehood, and let your gratitude be shown 
''* in returning your thanks to heaven, and in 
'^ imitating Michelagnolo in all things"." 

Genius 



tt Vaiari vita di Michelagnolo* Gianfsknce&co Graz* 
zini, called // Laaca^ also celebrates l^s' countryman in 
the true Florentine idiom : 

s 

Giotto fu il primo, ch' alia dipintura, 

* Gi^ lungo tempo morta, desse vita. 

£ Donatello messe la scultura 

Nel suo dritto sentier, ch' ei*a smarrita : 

Cosl r architettura 

Storpiata, e gua&ta, alle man* de' Tedeschi, 

Anzi quasi basita, 

Da Pippo Brunelleschi, 

Solenne Architettor, fti messa in vita ; 

Onde gloria infinita 

Meritar questi tre spirti divini, 

Nati in Firenze c nostri cittadini. 

£ di queste tre arti, i Fiorentini 

Han 
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Genius is ever obnoxious to that criticism chap. 
which mediocrity escapes ; nor has this test ^^* 
been wanting to the merits of Michelagnolo. Michei^f- 
The parasites of a vicious court, and a corrupt ja>ti7 c«>- 
age, have not hesitated to charge him with 
indecency, in introducing naked figures in his 
celebrated picture of the last judgment. This 
accusation was made .'^ven in his life-time, by 
one who called himself his friend, and who 
saw no impropriety in representing it as pro- 
ceeding from the obscene lips of Pietro Are- 
tino"". It soon however became so prevalent, 

that 



Han sempre poi tenuto il vanto e'l pregio. 

Dopo (juesto, r egregio 

Michelagnol divin, dal cielo eletto, 

Pittor, scultore, architettor perfetto, 

Che dove i primi tre maestri eccellenti 

Gittaro i fondamenti, 

AUe tre nobll' arti ha posto il tetto* 

Onde meritamente, 

Chiamato b dalla gente 

Vero maestro, e padre del disegno, Sec. 

II LascQy soft, la difiintura delta Cupola. 

" In the dialogue of Lodovico Dolce on painting, 
entitled L* Aretino — Aretino, who is supposed to speak 
the sentiments of the author, observes, ^ Chi ardirk di 
^ affermar, che stia bene, che nella chiesa di San Pietro, 
<< prencipe degli apostoli, in una Roma, ove concurre 

"tutto 
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CHAP, that in the pontificate of Paul IV. it was in 
^^* contemplation to destroy this astonishingpicture, 
which was at last only preserved by the e^pe* 
dient gf covering those parts which were sup- 
posed to be likely to excite in the minds of the 
depraved spectators ideas unsuitable to the 
solemnity of the place. The painter who under- 
took tibis office was ever afterwards distinguished 
by the nai9e of // Braghettone. These oppro- 
brious charges were renewed, in the succeeding 
century, by a man of talents and celebrity, who 
united, like Michelagnolo, the character of a 
painter and a poet, without having one idea 
in common with him"^. But what shall we say 

of 



^ tutto il mondo, nella cappella del Pontefice, il quale, 
^ come ben dice il Bembo, in terra ne assembra Dio, si 
^ veggano dipinti tanti ignndi, che dimostrano dishones- 
^ taraente dritti «.e reversi : cosa nel vero, (favellando 
^ con ogni sommessIoneO di quel sanUssimo luogo in- 
^ degna." Fabrini, the other coUoquialist, justifies 
Michelagnolo, by alleging the example of RafTaello, who 
is said to have designed the lascivious prints engraved by 
Marcantonio Raimondi, under which the same Aretino 

■ 

wrote his infamous verses ; but it is easy to see that such 
a justification is an aggravation of the charge. 

Dolce^ Dialog, fi. 236, Ed. Flor. 1735. 

^ Salvator Rosa, in his satire entitied La Pittura^ 
relating instances of the arrogance and pride of his pre- 

decessorSf 



i 
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of an artist who could mingle with the contem- chap... 
plation of a subject so interesting to all mankind, ^^* 
which unites every thing terrible and sublime, 

and 



dcceasors, introduces the well-known story of the critick 
jBiagioj who, having censured the famous picture of the 
last judgment, was, in return, represented by Michel- 
agnolo in a group of the damned. According to Salvator^ 
Biagio thus addressed the painter : 

Michel Agnolo mio, non parlo in gioco^ 

Questo che dipingete ^ un gran giudizio. 

Ma del giudicio voi n' avete poco* 

lo non vi tasso intomo al artifizio, 

Ma parlo del costume, in cui mi pare 

Che il vostro grao saper si cangi in viado« 
Sapevi pur che il figlio di No^, 

Perche scoperse le vei^ogne al padre, 

Tiro rira di Dio sovra di sb ; 
£ voi, senza temer Christo e la Madre 

Fate, che mostrin le vergogne parte^ 

Infin de' Santi iqul Tintiere squadre, 

> 

^uid that it may not be imagined that Salvator did not 
himself approve the sentiments of the critick, he adds, 

In udire il pittor queste proposte, 

Divenuto di rabbia rosso, e nero, 

Non potfe proferir le sue risposte ; 
N^ potendo di lui Torgoglio altero 

Sfogare il suo furor per altre bande, 

Dipinse nelP inferno il Cavaliero. 

S^tir. di Salv. Bom. Ed. Lond. 1 791, 

VOL. II. P p 
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CHAP, and absorbs all other passions, an idea that can 
^^' only have a relation to the decorums of modem 
life, and to that factitious decency which, by 
affecting concealment, acknowledges a pruriency 
of imagination, to which true taste, as well as 
true modesty, is a stranger ? 

other artist! Thc favours of Lorenzo de* Medici were 

favooredby^ 

Lorenxo. not, howcvcr, cxclusively bestowed. Although 
he well knew how to appreciate and to reward 
extraordinary excellence, he was not inattentive 
to the just claims of those who made a profici- 
ency in any branch of the arts. Where the 
indication of talents appeared, he was solicitous 
to call them into action, to accelerate th^ir 
progress, and to repay their success. " It is 
highly deserving of notice,'' says Vasari, 
that all those who studied in the gardens of 
" the Medici, and were favoured by Lorenzo, 
** became most excellent artists, which can 
only be attributed to the exquisite judgment 
of this great patron of their studies, who 
could not only distinguish men of genius, 
but had both the will and the power to 
wILticT *' reward them*." By his kindness the emi- 

nent 






<c 



^ ^E gran cosa ad ogni modo, che tutli coloro, i quali 
furono nella scuola del Giardino de' Medici, e &voriti 

dal 
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nent sculptor Rustici was placed under the care c h \v» 
of Andrea Verocchio'', where he formed an ^x, 
intimacy with the celebrated Lionardo da Vinci ; 
but although he availed himself of the friend-' 
ship and the instructions of this wonderful man^ 
he acknowledged Lorenzo as the parent of his 
studies'. Francesco Granacci, the fellow- ^^^a 
student of Michelagnolo, partook also of the 
favour, of Lorenzo, and was occasionally em- 
ployed by him in preparing the splendid pageants 
with which he frequently amused the citizens 

of 



dal Mag* Lorenzo vecchio, furono tutti eccellentissimi ; 
la qual cosa d'altroncle non puo ^essere avvenuta, se non 
dal molto, anzl infinito giudizio di quel nobilissimo 
signore, vero Mecenate degli uotnini virtuosi ; il quale 
come sapeva conoscere gl* ingegni^ e spirti elevati, cosl 
poteva e sapeva riconoscergli e premiargli. 

Vasari vita del Rustici. 

y Portandosi dunque .benissimo Giovanfrancesco 
"Rustici, cittadin Fiorentino, nel disegnare, e fare di 
terra, mentre era giovinetto, fu da esso inagnifico Lo- 
renzo, il quale lo conobbe spiritoso, e di bello e buon 
ingeg^o, measo a stare, perch^ imparasse, con Andrea 
del Verocchio, &c* Ibidm 

* Essendo poi tornata in Fiorenza la Famiglia de* 
Medici, II Rustico si fece conoscere al Cardinale Gio- 
vanni, per creatura di Lorenzo suo padre, e fu ricevuto 
con piolte carezze* Ibid*. 
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CHAP, of Florence ; in the decoration of which Gra- 

^^* nacci displayed uncommon taste'. The repu* 

tation acquired by the pupils of S. Marco soon 

Andrea exteudcd beyoud the limits of Italy. At the 
request of the king of Portugal, Lorenzo sent 
into that country Andrea Contucci, where he 
left various monuments of his talents in sculpture 
and architecture ^. The encouragement afforded 
by him to the professors of every branch of the 
arts, itiay be estimated in some degree by the 
numerous pieces executed at his expense by the 
first masters of the time, accounts of which are 
occasionally dispersed through the voluminous 
work of Vasari. Like his ancestor Cosmo, 
Lorenzo often forgot the superiority of the 

patron 



■ Francesco Granacci— — fu uno di quelli, che dal 
Magnifico Lorenzo de' Medici fu messo a imparare nel 
QUO giardino. Sec. £ perch^ era molto gentile^ e raleva 
assai in certe galanterie, che per feste di camovale si fece* 
vano nella citt4, fu BQmpre in molte cose stmili dal Mag- 
niRco Lorenzo de' Medici adoperato. 

Vasari vita di Fr. . Granac* 

^ Per queste, e per I'altre opere d'Andrea, diTuI- 
gatosi il nome suo» fu chiesto al magnifico Lorenzo vec- 
chio de' Medici, nel cui giardino avea, come si ^ detto, 
Qtteso a gli studj del disegno, dal re di Portagallo, perch^ 
mandatogli da Lorenzo, lavoro per quel re molte opere 
di scultura, d' architettura, e partlcularmente un bel« 
lissimo pallazzO) Sec* Va^ar* viia di Cantucci* 
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paltxoR in the famiiiilrity of the friend, and not c h a i^« 
only excused but delighted in the capriciousness ^^' 
which freqtfently distinguishes men c^f talents* 
In this number was Niccolo Grosso, a Florentine 
citizen, who wrought ornaments in iron with 
extraordinary skill. Conscious of his merits, 
Niccolo resolved to labour only for those who 
paid him ready money, referring his employers 
to the sign suspended at his door, which repre- 
sented books of account destroyed in the flames. 
Lorenzo, deskous of presenting to some of his 
powerful friends abroad a specimen of Florentine 
ingenuity, called upon Niccolo to engage hiih 
to execute for him a piece of his workmanship ; 
but the surly artisan, who was busy at his anvil, 
instead of acknowledging the honour intended 
him, bluntly told Lorenzo that he had other 
customers who, having first applied, must be 
first served. The invincible pertinacity of 
Niccolo, in refusing to work till he had received 
his usual deposite, occasioned Lorenzo to give 
him the name of // Caparra'^j by which he was 
ever afterwards generally known^. 

The 



« From jirrha^ Arrhabo^ a pledge, or earnest. 



^ Vanari vita di Simone detto il Cronica. 



of archU 
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CHAP. The Study of architecture, as revived by 
^^* Brunelleschiy received additional support from 
^^urtnw the encouragement afbrded by Lorenzo de' 
^rtudr Medici, who, to the munificence of his grand** 
iather, superadded a knowledge of this science 
equal to that of a practical artist. At his 
instance, and often at his individual expense, 
the ci^ of Florence was ornamented with a 
profusion of elegant buildings, as well for pri^ 
vate residence, as publick purposes. Convinced 
that the art was founded on fixed and deter-* 
mined principles, which were only to be disco-* 
vered in the labours of the ancients, he justly 
reprobated those professors who, neglecting the 
rules of Vitruvius, followed only the variable 
su^estions of their own fancy. Nor was he less 
severe on those who, without any previous know- 
ledge of the art, conceived themselves equal to 
the task of conducting a building on an exten* 
sive scale, and, in the erection of their dwell* 
ings, chose to become their own architects* 
" Such people," said Lorenzo, ** buy repent- 
< ^ ance at too dear a rate % " Of this description 
was his relation, Francesco de' Medici, who 
having erected a large house at Maiano, and 

made 



^ IIlos vcl maxime reprehendere solebatquicumque in 
diem temere xdificarent, eos dicens caro admodum cmerw 
prnnitentiam* Valor* in vitd^ p. 63 • 
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made several alterations in its progress, com- chap. 
plained to Lorenzo of the great expense with ^^c, 
which it had been attended : <' That is not to 
" be wondered at,*' replied Lorenzo, " when, 
^^ instead of erecting your building from a 
" model, you draw your model from your build- 
** ing^'* His superiour judgment in works of 
this kind was acknowledged on many occasions* 
Ferdinand, king of Naples, intending to build 
a palace, conceived no one more competent to 
direct him in the choice of a plan than Lorenzo. 
His assistance was also sought for on a similar 
occasion by the duke of Milan ; and Filippo 
Strozzi, in the erection of a mansion, which }n 
grandeur of design and richness of execution is 
not inferiour to a royal residence, availed himself 
greatly of his advice and directions k. It does 

not 



f Vnhr. ut ttufira, 

« Multi enlra multa regia xdificia de Laurentii consilio 
cxtnixere. In quibus Philippi Stroctiae insulares xdes, 
qus& amplitudine sua, et grata membrorum dispositione, 
totiusque acdificii venustate et magniiicentia sttperant, 
sine ulla controversia, non solum privatas domos, sed 
principales et regias* Magno area constitit in urbe media: 
impendium ad centum aureonim millia accessurum 
putatur. De modulo Philippus Laurentium consuluit, 
qui quidem aderat omnibus supor hac re operam suam 

cupientibus, 
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CHAP, not however appear, that Lorenzo on any occa-* 
f^* sion thought proper to dispense with the aid of 
those who had made this art their more imme- 
diate study. Having formed the intention, of 
erecting his palace at Poggio-Cajano,he obtained 
designs from several of the best architects of the 
time, and amongst the rest from Giuliano, the 

tal'Sft^ 80i^ o*^ Paolo Giamberto, whose model wat 
preferred by Lorenzo, and under whose direc- 
tions the building was carried on ; but in the 
construction of the picturesque and singular 
flight of steps> which communicated to every 
part with such convenience, that a person might 
ascend or descend even on horseback, Lorenzo 
made use of a design of Stefano d'Ugolino> a 
painter of Siena, who died about the year 
1350''. Lorenzo was desirous that the ceiling 
of the great hall should be formed by a single 
arch, but was apprehensive that it would not be 
practicable, on account of its extent. Giuliano 
was at that time erecting a residence for himself 
in Florence, where he took an opportunity of 

executing 



cupientibus, nee civilibus soiumy sed etiam extemis. 

Valovm in viidy Ju 63. For a particular account of this 

splendid residence^ v. Vaaari vita di Simone dctto il CrO'^ 
nicom 

^ Va%ar* vita di Giuliano da San Qalloy v. ii. fi* 78. 



\ 
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executing one in the manner suggested by c h a f« 
Lwenzo, and succeeded so effectually as to ^^* 
remove his doubts on this head* The ceiling at 
Poggio-Cajano was accwdingly completed, and 
is acknowledged to be the largest vaulted roof 
<^ modem workmanship that had then been 
seen^ The talents of this artist induced Lo- 
renzo to recommend him to Ferdinand king of 
Naples, to whom he presented, on the part of 
Lorenzo, the model of an intended palace« 
His reception was highly honourable. On hi^ 
departure Ferdinand supplied him with horses^ 
apparel, and other valuable articles, ai^nongst 
which was a silver cup containmg several hun« 
dred ducats. Giuliano, whilst he declined 
nccepting it, expressed a desire that the king 
would gratify him with some specimen of ancient 
art, from hb extensi^. e collection, which might 

be 



^ Giuliano had before been employed by Lorenzo in 
fortifying the town of Castellana, when that place was 
attacked by the duke of Calabria, in which he rendered 
essential services to his patron* The Florentines were at 
that time rery defective in the use of their artillery, 
which they scarcely ventured to approach, and which 
frequently occasioned fatal accidents to those who directed 
it; but the ingenuity of the young architect remedied 
this defect ; in consequence of which the army of the 
duke was so severely cannonaded as to be obliged to raise 
the siege* Vtuar» ut ^tifira* 

VOL. XI. q^q 
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CHAP, be a proof of his approbation, Ferdinand 
^x. accordingly presented him with a bust of the 
emperour Adrian, a statue of a female figure 
larger than life, and a sleeping Cupid ; all of 
which Giuliano immediately sent to Lorenzo, 
who was no less pleased with the liberality of the 
artist, than with the acquisition of so valuable a 
treasure^. At the request of the celebrated 
Mariano Genazano, Lorenzo had promised to 
erect, without the gate of San Gallo at Florence, 
a monastery capable of containing one hundred 
monks. On the return of Giuliano to Florence, 
he engaged him in this work, whence he ob- 
tained the name of San Gallo^ by which he was 
always afterwards distinguished*. Whilst this 
building was carrying forwards, Giuliano was 
also employed by Lorenzo in designing and 
erecting the extensive fortifications of Poggio 
Imperiale, preparatory to the founding a city on 

that 



^ Va9ar0 vita di Giuliano da San Gallo* 

> Giuliano remonstrated with Lorenzo on this alter- 
atjon.-*'' By your calling me San G^llo" said he, ^ I shall 
<< lose my name, and, instead of becoming respectable 
<< by the antiquity of my family, I shall have to found it 
<* anew." — ^* Surely," said Lorenzo, " it is more ho- 
'< nourable to be the founder of a new femily by your 
<< own talents, than to rest your reputation on the merits 
« of others." Faear, ut mfira* 
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that spot, as was his intention'". To this artist, chap. 
who arrived at great eminence in the ensuing ^^* 
century, and to his brother Antonio, architec- 
ture is indebted for the completion of the Tuscan 
order, as now established, and for considerable 
improvements in the Dorick. 

Besides the many magnificent works begun 
under the immediate directions of Lorenzo, * 
he sedulously attended to the completion of such [ 
buildings as had been left imperfect by his ' 

ancestors. On the church of S. Lorenzo, the 
building of which was begun by his great grand- 
father Giovanni, and continued by his grand- 
father Cosmo, he expended a large sum. At 
the request of Matteo Bosso he also completed 
the monastery begun by Brunelleschi at Fiesole", 
at the same time expressing his regret that he 
should have rendered it necessary to solicit him 
to do that which he conceived to be an indis- 
pensable duty**. 

Amongst 

■* Va^ar. ut sufira. 

° The letter df Bosso, which was addressed to 
Lorenzo in the height of his prosperity, and touches 
upon many circumstances of his life and character, is 
given, from the RecufterationeM Fc^ilana, in the Appen- 
dix, JVo. LXXVI. 

• Fabr. in vita* v. i. fi* 148. 
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c H A p« Amongst the various kinds of (ttctures^is 

^^* representation practised by the Greeks and 

Attcm|rt.to Romans, and transmitted by them to after^ 

renew the '' 

practice of times, is diat of Mosaick^'i a mode of execution 

Moiaick. 



1^ The lithostrata, or tessellated pavements of the 
Romans, being worked in a regular and mechanital 
mantier were called <3fiU9 muaivumy opera pue ad am$»$dm 
facta sunt: hence the Italian Muaaico% from which it 
derived our appellation of Moaaick ; but like most of our 
other terms of art through the channel of the French^ 
Mo9aique» 

When, instead of ornamenting their floors, the Ro« 
mans beg^ to decorate the walls of their apartments, the 
work was still characterized by the same term, as appears 
from the following passage, communicated to me hf Dr. 
Parr : <^ Musiva quidem (ut docuit Salmaaius, ad hiMo* 
^ riam Attgustam) proprie de hoc opere in parietibut et 
<< cameris dicebantur, ut lithostrata et tessellata de pavi- 
^ mentis ; sed quia eadem ars erat^ ipeomet fatente, nos, 
^' ut et alii solent auctores, promiscue sumere non dubi« 
^ tavimus* Musivay Mtmea^ et Mtma vocftbantur. Spar* 
<< tianus in vita Peacennii Nigri, fnmc^ antequam ad 
^^ imperium perveniret, in Catnmodianin horH^y m /torticu 
^ cuirvdy ftictum de MuuvvoJui»9e ait^ inter Commodi amictM^ 
<< MmM, 9acra laidi^/erentenu TrebelliuB PoUio, in Tetrico 
<< juniore i Tetricorum danuu kodiequi extat in montt CeUoy 
<< inter duo9 Luco9^ contra Mum MetoiUnum^ fndckerrhnoi 
^< in qua AureHanuB fiicHu e9t utrique Tetrico pntiextam 
<< tribuen9 9enatoriam dignitatem accifiien* ab Af • 9c^trum : 
'< fiicta omnia de Mu9eo. Anastatius Bibliothecariufi pas- 
'^ Aim basilicanim Rom« meminit Mueivo decoratum in 

•* Leone 
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ivhich, in its dorabiltty of form and pemumency c h Ar« 
of ccdour, {xMsesses distinguished advantages^ ix> 
being unaffected by droi^t or moisture, heat 
or cold^ and perisliing. only with the building 
to which it has been originally attached* This 
arty duringthe middle ages, had experienced the 
same vicissitudes as attended allthose with which 
it is so neariy connected"". S<Hne attempts had^ 
however, been made to restore it by Andrea 
Tafi, the contemporary of Giotto ; and even 
Giotto himself had cultivated it, not without 
success, although the celebrated picture over the 

great 

^ Leone IV* Attwdemque ejtta ex Munvo^ aureo Mufierin* 
" ducto cokre glorifies decoravit* Afitidt% ^mcis, idem ac 
" Utinis FtrmcfJ* 

PitUci^ Lexicon AntiquitaU Roman. voL ii« fip 343. 

*i There is, howeTer, reaaon to bellevey that the prac- 
tice of Mosaick, although it had degenerated, had never 
been wholly mtermitted* The church of S. Paolo fuori 
delle Mure at Rome is full of Mosaicks of the lover 
empire* There are alto many In buildings of tbe exai^ 
chate at Ravenna* The church of St* Mark at Venice, 
built about the year llOO, has also many specimens, 
probably the work of Greek artists from Constantinople* 
The tombs of our kings Edward the Confessor and 
Henry HI* in Westminster Abbey, the work, as Mr* 
Walpole has almost demonstrated, of Pietro Cavalini, 
certainly of a Petrus Romanus civis, bring us down to 
Giotto*s time with scarcely an interval* For these 
remarks on the abovje^ passage I am indebted to Sir U* 
Englefield* 
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CHAP, great door of St. Peter at Rome, called the 
^x> Navicella di GiottOy is said to be a more modern 
i^rork, copied from a former one of that artiste 
Lorenzo was desirous of introducing this mode 
of execution into more general practice. On 
expressing to Graffione, a Florentine painter, his 
intention of ornamenting with work of this kind 
the vault of a large cupola, the painter ventured 
to observe to him that he had not artists equal 
to the task : ^^ We have money enough to make 
*< them," replied Lorenzo ; and although Graf- 
fione still continued incredulous", Lorenzo soon 
afterwards met with a person who suited his 
purpose in the painter Gherardo, who had gene- 
rally applied himself to works in miniature. 
The specimen produced by Gherardo for the 
inspection of Lorenzo, was a head of S. Zeno- 
bio, with which he was so well pleased, that he 
resolved to enlarge the chapel of that saint at 
Florence, in order to give the artist an opportu- 
nity of exhibiting his talents in a wider field. 
With Gherardo he associated Domenico Ghir* 

landajo, 



^ Tenh. Mem* Geneal, lix^v'iu/i. 131. 

■ Graffione, with that familiarity which the artists 
appear to have used towards Lorenzo, replied, " Eh 
^ Lorenzo, i danari non fanni i maestri, ma i maestri 
**' fanno i danari." 
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landajo, as a more complete master of design, c h a ?• 
and the work was commenced with great spirit. . ^^* 
Vasari assures us, that if death had not inter- ^ 

posed) there was reason to believe, from the 
part that was executed, that these artists would 
have performed wonderful things ^ 

But if the attempts made by Lorenzo to ^^^^ 
restore the practice of Mosaick were thus in a copper, 
great degree frustrated, a discovery was made 
about the same period which proved an ample 
substitute for it, and which has given to the 
works of the painter that permanency which 
even the durability of Mosaick might not perhaps 
have supplied. This was the art of transferring 
to paper impressions from engravings on copper, 
or other metals ; an invention which has tended 

more 



^ By whose death the further progress of this work was 
interrupted, may be doubted. The words of Vasari are, 
^ Perlo che G^erardo, assotigliando ringegno, harebbe 
^ fatto con Domenico mirabilissime cose, se la morte 
<< non vi si fusse interposta ; come si puo giudicare dal 
<' principio della delta capella, che rimase imperfetta.'' 
But, by a subsequent passage in the life of Ghirlandajo, 
it seems it was the death of Lorenzo that prevented the 
completion of the work. <^ — — . come, per la morte 
'< del predetto Magnifico Lorenzo, rimase imperfetta in 
^ Fiorenza la Capella di S. Zanobi, comminciata a lavo- 
" rare di Musaico da Domenico in compagnia di Ghe- 
« rardo miniatore." 
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CBAT. more than aiiy other circumstance to diffuse 
. ^^* throughout Europe a just and general taste for 
the arts. 

This discovery is attributed by the Italians 
to Masoy or Tomaso Finiguerra, a goldsmith of 
Florence, who being accustomed to engrave on 
different metals, for the purpose of ii^aying 
them, occasionally tried the effects of his worki 
by taking off* impressions, first on sulphur, and 
afterwards on paper, by means of a roller, in 
such a manner that the figures seemed to have 
been traced with a pen. It does not appear 
that Finiguerra ever applied this invention to 
any other purpose than that of ascertaining the 
progress of his work ; nor have the researches 
of the most diligent inquirers discovered a single 
print that can with any degree of probability be 
attributed to him ; but Baccio Baldini, another 
goldsmith, conceiving that this discovery might 
be applied to more important purposes, began to 
engrave on metals, solely with a view of trans- 
mitting impressions to paper. Possessing, how- 
ever, no great skill in design, he prevailed on 
.Sandro Botticello to furnish him with drawings 
suitable for his purpose^ The concurroaoe of 
Antonio Pollajuoli, and Andrea Mantegna, ear- 
ried the ' art to greater perfection* Of the 
works of the last-mentioned master many speci- 
mens 
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mens yet remain, ^hich do credit td his talents, chap* 
The beginning of the ensuing century pro- "■ . 
duced a much superiour artist in Marcantonio 
Raimondi, by whose industry the numerous 
productions of Raflaello, the transcripts of his 
rich and creative mind, were committed ti^ 
paper with an accuracy which he himself ap- 
proved, and may serve as a standard to mark in 
future times the progress or the decline of the 

arts". 

Whilst 



» The credit of having giten riBe* to thk elegant and 
useful art has been contended fofc* by difEerent countries, 
and their yarious pretensions have been weighed and 
considered by many authors* It is, however, generally 
i^reed, that it began with the goldsmiths, and was after- 
wards adopted by the painters* The union of these 
two pit>fession8 has thus produced a third, which has 
men to considerable importance* The Germans, who 
teve .disputed with the Italians the honour of the inven- 
tion with the greatest degree of plausibility, have not 
in point of fact controverted the narrative given by the 
Italians of the rise of the ait, nor brought forward any 
account of thtVr own, but have simply endeavoured to 
Aew that it was practised in X^rmany at an earlier 
period* Mr* Heineken asserts that the earliest prints 
cpgraved in Italy, diat bear a date, are the maps to the 
edition of Ptolemy, printed at Rome in 1478 ; the 
eariiest picturesque representations, those prefixed to 

some 
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CHAP* Whilst the art of transferring to paper 
^^' impressions from copper was thus first prac- 

tisedy 



some of the cantos of Dante in 1482 ; whilst he adduces 
instances of German execution that bear the date of 
1466, by comparing the manner of which with other 
pieces, apparently of earlier workmanship, he con- 
jectures that the 4rt had its rise in Germany about 
the year 1440. Idee Generale^ p* 233. J^on nottrum 
fantcu com/ionere liteM. I shall only observe, that little 
dependence is to be placed on conjectures from prints 
without a date, particularly tliose of German workman- 
ship, as the artists of th;at country continued to produce 
them In the most rude and Gothick style, both as to 
design and execution, long after the btginmng of tiio 
sixteenth century, when Albert Durer and Laca van 
Leyden had set them a better eacample* On the other 
hand, impartiality obliges me to remark, that Tira- 
boschi, who strenuously claims for his countrymen the 
merit of the discovery, has not discussed this subject 
with his usual accuracy. First, he is mistaken in as- 
serting that Baldinucci fixes the commencement of xJM 
art in the beginning of the fifteenth century. Storia dcUa 
Lett. liaL v. W.fu 2./^* S99« Baldinucci only says in general 
that the art had its beginning in the fifteenth century* 
" Quest' arte ebbe suo /irincifiio nelsecolo rfe/ 1400." Secondlyi 
on the authority of a document produced by Manni, he 
supposes that Tomaso Finiguerra, the inventer df ?the 
art, died prior to the year 1424 ; but both Vasari and 
Baldinucci inform us, diat the Finiguerra in question 
was contemporary with PoUajuolo, who was only bom 

in 
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tised, that of (engraving on gems and stones chap. 
was again successfully revived* The predi- ^x. 
lection of Lorenzo de' Medici for the beautiful ^^'^'^^ 
specimens of skill which the ancients have left ©a gemi 
in materials of this nature, has frequently been **^"*** 
noticed''. Of those which once formed a 

part 



in 1426. It is singular that this judicious autlior did 
iK)t reflect how slight that evidence must be which rests 
merely on similarity of name, particularly in Florence, 
where, for the sake of distinction, it was often necessary 
to resort to the patronymicks for several generations. 
V. Fasarij vite de* PiUori^ pasnmm Baldinucci commincia^ 
mento e progre^o deW arte deW intagUare in Rome. Fir» 
1686. Hdnekcn Idee generate d'un Collection comfilette 
d^EBtamfies. istc. 

^ The collection of antiques formed. by Lorenzo is 
thus celebrated by a contemporary author : 

Cxlatum argento, vel fulvo quidquid in auro est 

jEdibus hoc, Laurens, vidimus esse tuis, 
Praxitelis, Phcenicis, Aristonis, atque Myroivis 

Fingere tarn doctae quod potuere manus, 
Cunachus, aut Mentor, Pythias, vel uterque Polycles 

Lisippus quidquid, Callimachusque dcdit. 
Quae collegisti miro virtutis amore 

Magnanimum reddunt nomen ubique tuum. 
Artificum monumenta foves, referuntur in auro, 

Argento, tabulis, et lapide ora Dei^m. 

Fm Camerlini^ afi. JSaitd. Cat* BibU Laur. 
v. iii. ft* 545. 
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CHAP, part of his immense collection, some oocasi<Hi? 
I3C* - ally occur that seem to have been the objects 
of his more particular admiration , and bear 
upon some conspicuous part the name of their 
former propriety, thus ex^eased, lavr* 
HEB^. Nor is it improbable that Michelt 
agnolOy who passed among these treasures a 
considerable portion of his time, was indebted 
to the liberality of Lorenzo for the beautiful 
Intaglio which he is supposed to have worn as 
his seal*. 

The 



^ These letters ap]>ear on a cameo in onyx of differ- 
ent coloursy representing the entry of Noah and his 
family into the ark, of which an engraving is given 
by Gori in his edition of the life of Michelagpiolo by 
Condivi. Among the gems or cameos of this descrip- 
tion, of which I have met with impressions, or ge99i^ 
are those of Diomed with the palladium, or a large 
oval cameo, in which the letters laur» msd. are engraved 
on the side of the rock or stone on which he sits— >A 
centaur, with the letters engraved on the exergue— 
Dedalus fixing on the wings of Icarus ; the inscription 
is on the pedestal upon which Icarus stands, extending 
his wings over the upper part of the piece ; and lastlyi 
the celebrated gem representing Apollo and Marsyasi 
of which a particular account is given by Mr* Ten- 
hove. 

' Chiaro documento si ha, che uno degli estimator! 
e raccoglitori intelligenti de' piii preziosi avanzi deir 

erudita 
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Thp protection and encouragemeiit affonkd Gim^r^ 
\)y Lorenzo to every other branch of art, WM ^^* 
fiot withheld from t^is his favourite d^aitt 
ment. FrcHHi the ^arly part oi tlie fij^pntb 
century, some specimens of , the . astoniahin^ 
pn^ciency of . the ancifnta ifi wotk^ <^ thi9 
pature Jiad occasionally been discovered ; ands 
as the publick ta^te improved^ th^y W^e sQugbt 
for with avidity, and pnly to bq. purchased 
at considerable prices. In the Pontificate of 
Martin V. and again in that of Paul IL wmo 
attempts had been made to rivs^, or at least 
to imitate, these productions; but the fir^^ 
artist whose name stands recorded in modem 
times, is Giovanni delle Comiuole, SQ called 
from his having generally exercised hU skill 

upon 



r' ^ " 



enidita antichita, e di gioie intagliate da ecceUenti 
Maestri greci, e di medaglie, e di altre simili rarit^ fa 
il mag. LorenzO) per tale celebratO) e riconosciutQ dall* 
insigTio Ezec. Spanemio nella Diss. i. 3e fira^tan. et um 
Mmdstiu antiguar. N^ ^ maraviglia se Michelagnolo potb 
acquistare la stupendissima gemma annulare, U quale 
passi poi nelle mani e nel tesoro del re Crlstianissimo } 
e forse ch' anch' esso altre si fatte raritii averk acquistate 
de' pid excellent] artefici greci. 

Gorf. MtiZm Storic* aofira la vita di Michelagn* 
di Condiviy fi» 101. 



y 
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CHAP, upon the stone caHed a Cometiaii. The 
^^' museum of Lorenzo de' Medici was the school 
in which he studied. The proficiency which 
he made corresponded to the advantages he 
possessed, and answered the purposes which 
his liberal patron had in view. The nume- 
rous pieces of his workmanship in various 
sizes, and on various materials, were the' 
admiration . of all hsij. One of his most 
celebrated productions was the portrait of Sa-' 
vonarola, who was then in the meridian of 
his popularity at Florence. Giovanni imme- 
diately met with a formidable competitor in a 
Milanese, who also lost the name of his family 
in that of his art, and was called Domenico de' 
Camei. The likeness of Lodovico Sforza, 
engraved by Domenico in a large onyx, was 
considered as the most extraordinary specimen 
of modem skiH. By these masters and their 
scholars, this elegant, but unobtrusive branch 
of the fine arts kept pace with its more osten- 
tatious competitors ; and even in the most 
flourishing period of their elevation, under 
the pontificate of Leo X. the eye that had 
contemplated the divine sculptures of Michel- 
agnolo, or had dwelt with delight on the 
paintings of Rafiaello, or of Titian, might 
have turned with pleasure to the labours of 

Valerio 



i 
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Valerio Vicentino, or of Giovanni Bolognese, c h a p< 
whicli compressed into the narrowest bounds ^^* 
the accurate representations of beauty, strength, 
or grace, and gave to the most inestimable 
productions of nature the highest perfection of 
art. 



CHAP. X. 

4 

J . 

Lorenzo DJS^ MEDICI imenck to retire 
from publicktife'^^h fakenmkandremoiyes to Ca- 
reggi'-^His conduet in his last sickness-^Inter- 
"otemvnth Pico and PoIifian&^^Scnofktrola visits 
hinh-^Deaib of Lorenzo-^Hh: ^huractet — 
'Retn€t>BfMs e&ndmt at a ^tate^matk^^Atidth' 
ment of the Florentines to htm — GUfcitmstakces 
attending his death — Testimonies of respect to 
his memory — Death of Innocent Fill, andacces- 
sion of Alexander VI — Irruptionof the French 
into Italy--— Expulsion of the Medici from Flo- 
rence — Death ofErmolao Barbaro — Of Pico of 
Mirandula — Of Agnolo Politiano — Absurd 
accounts respecting the death of Politiano — His 
monody on Lorenzo — Politiano celebrated by 
Cardinal Bembo — Authentick account of his 
death — Disturbances excited by Savonarola — 
Adherents of the Medici decapitated — Disgrace 
and execution of Savonarola — Death of Piero 
de^ Medici — His character — Sonnet of Piero cfc* 
Medici — Cardinal Giovanni de^ Medici — Re- 
storation 0f the family to Florence — Elevation of 
Leo. X.-^Leo promotes his relations — Restores 
his dominions to peace — Rise of the reformation 

— -4?^ ^f ^^^ ^' — ^^^ Laurentian Library 

restored 
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restored — Gitdiano de^ Medici duke of Nemours 
Ippolfto de^ Medici — Lorenzo de^ Medici duke 
of Urbino — Alessandro de^ Medici — Descend- 
ants of Lorenzo de^ Medici the brother of 
Cosmo — Giovanni de* Medici — Lorenzo de* 
Medici — Alessandro assumes the sovereignty of 
Florence — Is assassinated by Lorenzino — Mo^ 
fives and consequences of the attempt — Cosmo 
de* Medici first grand duke — Death of Filippo 
Strozziy and final extinction of the republick'^ 
Conclusion. 



k 



CHAP. X. 

Xhat love of leisure which is inseparable **~" ^ 
from a mind conscious of its own resources, tircfrn 
and the consideration of his declining state of ''^* 
health, were probabi}' the modves that induced 
Lorenzo de* Medici - to aim at introducing his 
two elder sons into publick life at so earljr and 
almost premature an age. The infirmities under 
which he laboured not only disqualified him at 
times from attending with his accustomed vigi- 
lance to the afiairs of the republick, but ren- 
dered it also necessary for him oftm to absent 
himself 
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c H A ?• himself from Florence, and to pass some portion 
^* of his time at the wvma baths in various parts 
of Italy, of which those of Siena and Porrettana 
afforded him the most effectual relief. At 
those seasons which were not imbittered by 
sickness, he appears to have flattered himself 
with the expectation of «pjoying the reward of 
his publick labours, and partaking of the gene- 
ral'happiness which he had so essentially con- 
tributed to promote, in a peaceful and dignified 
retirement, enlivened by social amusements, 
by philosopfnck studies, and literary pursuits. 
These expectations were built upon the most 
substantial foundation, the consciousness that 
he had discharged his more immediate duties 
and engagements ; but his feelings on this occa- 
sion are best expressed in his own words ^ : 
What," says he, ** can be more desirable to 
a well-regulated mind, than the enjoyment 
of leisure with dignity ? This is what all good 
men wish to obtain, but which great men 
alone accomplish. In the midst of publick 
affairs we may indeed be allowed to look 
forward to a day of rest ; but no rest should 
totally seclude us from an attention to the 

^^ concerna 
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» J'fi^ Fabr* in vitd Laur. xu L p* 196* 
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" concerns of our country. , I cannot deny that chap. 
" the path which it has been my lot to tread ^* 
'^ has been arduous and rugged, full of dangers, 
<* and beset with treachery ; but I console my- 
*< self in having contributed to the welfare of 
" my country, the prosperity of which may 
<< now rival that of any other state, however 
<> flourishing. Nor have I been inattentive to 
^> the interests and advancement of my own 
^^ family, having always proposed to my imita- 
** tion the example of my grandfather Cosmo, 
*< who ^watched over his publick and private 
^* concerns with equal vigilance. Having now 
« obtained the object of my cares, I trust I 
*^ may be allowed to enjoy the sweets of leisure, 
^* to share the reputation of my fellow-citizens, 
" and to exult in the glory of my native place." 
His intentions were more explicitly made 
known to his faithful companion Politiano, 
who relates, that sitting with him in his cham- 
ber a few days before his death, and conversing 
on subjects of letters and philosophy, he then 
told him that he meant to withdraw himself as 
much as possible from the tumult of the city, 
and to devote the remainder of his days to the 
society of his learned friends ; at the same 
time expressing his confidence in the abilities 
of his son Pie/o, on whom it was his intention 

that 
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CHAP, that the conduct of the affidrs of the republick 
^* should principally devolve**. 

^^'^^ » This prospect of relaxation and happiness 

taken sick. * * , *\_ 

and removet he was not howcvcr destined to realize. Early 
fccwrewi. j^ ^^ y^^^ 1492, the complaint under which 

he laboured attacked him with additional vio- 
lence ; and whilst the attention of his physicians 
was employed in administering relief, he con- 
tracted a slow fever, which escaped then* 
observation, or eluded their skill, until it was 
too late effectually to oppose its progress. The 
last illness of Lorenzo de* Medici, like that 
of most other great men, is represented as 
being extraordinary in its nature. Politiano 
describes his disorder as a fever, of all others 
the most insidious, proceeding by insensible 
degrees, not like other fevers, by the veins or 
arteries, but attacking the limbs, the intestines^ 
the nerves, and destroying the very principle 
of life. On the ^st approach of this danger- 

ous 



*> Foitt. £fi. lib. iv. Efu 2. But Guicciardini informs 
us that Lorenzo was well aware of the real character of 
his son, <^ e si era spesso lamentato, con li amici pid 
'^ intimi, che rimpinidenza ed arroganza del figliuoio^ 
« partorirebbe la rovina della sua casa." 

Gtttc. HisU hb. u 
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ous complaint he had removed from Flwence chap, 
to his house at C^rcggiy where his moments ^* 
were enlivened by the society of his friends, 
and the respectful attentions of his fellow- 
citizens. For medical advice, his chief reliance 
was upon the cdebrated Pier Leoni of Spoleto, 
whom he had frequently consulted on the state 
of his health; but as the disorder increased^ 
further assistance was sought for, and Lazaro da^ 
Ticino, another physician, arrived at Careggi. 
It seems to have be^i the opinion of Politiano, 
that the advice of Lazaro was too late resorted 
to ; but if we may judge from the nature of the 
medicines employed by him, he rather acce- 

• 

lerated than averted the fatal moment. The 
mixture of amalgamated pearls and jewels, with 
the most expensive potions, might indeed serve 
to astonish the attendants, and to screen the 
ignorance of the physician, but were not likely 
to be attended with any beneficial effect on the 
patient. Whether it was in consequence of 
this treatment, or from the nature of the dis- 
order itself, a sudden and unexpected alteration 
soon took place ; and whilst his friends relied 
with .confidence or. the exertions made in his 
behalf^ he sunk at once into such a state of 
debility as totally precluded all hc^es of his 
recovery, and left him only the care of preparing 
to meet his doom in a manner consistent with 

the 
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c II A P. die eminence of his character^ and the genecal 
^* tenour of his life. 

la hi. last Notwithstanding' the diversity of opclipatioiit 
•icknest. y^Y^Q^^ had succesMTelf engaged Ins attsntiofit 
and the levity, not to say licentiousness, cf 
some of his writings, the mind of Lorenxo had 
ahvays been deeply snsceptible of refigions im« 
pressions. This appears not only fron^ his 
attention to the establishment and refiMrm^ of 
monastick honses"*, but from his iaudi^ or hymns^ 
many of which breathe a spirit of devotioif 
nearly bordering tin enthusiasm. During bis 
last sickness, this feature of his character became 
more prominent ; nor did he judge it expedient, 
or perhaps think it excusable, to separate ^ 
essential from the ceremonial part of religion* 
Having therefore performed the offices of the 
church with peculiar fervour, and adjusted with 
sincerity and decorum his spiritual concerns, he 
requested a private interview with his son Piero, 
with whom he held a long and interesting con- 
versation on the state of the republick, the situa** 
tion of his family, and the conduct which it 
would be expedient for Piero to pursue. Of the 

precepts 



^ Of this several Instances are given by his historian 
Valori, fi. 58, isTc. 



LORENZO D£' MKOICI. ^1 

precepts which he thought it necessary to c h a p. 
inculcate on his successour, we derive some ^* 
information from Politiano^ which was probably 
obtained from the relation of his pupiP. ^^ I 
*^ doubt not," said Lorenzo, ^^ that you wiU 
^< hereafter possess the same weight and autho* 
^< rity in the state which I have hitherto enjoyed; 
<< but as the republick, al&ough it form but one 
^^ body, has many heads, you must not expect 
^* that it will be possible for you on all occasions 
«< so to conduct yourself as to obtain the appro- 

^^ bation 



« The circumstances preceding and attending the 
death of Lorenzo are minutely related by Politiano in a 
letter to Jacopo Antiquario, lib, iv. Efi, 2. upon the autho- 
rity of which I have principally relied, as will be seen, 
without troubling the reader with continual references, by 
adverting to the letter in the Appendix, Ab« LXXVIL 
FabroDi has incorporated this letter in the body of his 
work, as both the narrative and the evidence of the facts 
it relates ; but as Politiano has mingled with much 
authentick information many instances of that super- 
stition which infested the age, and has, perhaps, shown 
too unlimited a partiality to the family of his patrons, I 
have thought it incumbent on me to separate, according 
to tlie best of my judgment, the documents of history from 
the dreams of the nursery, and the representations of 
truth from the encomiums of the friend, leaving my 
reader to consult the original, and to adopt as much more 
•f the account as he may think fit. 
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CHAP. " bation of every individual. Remember, 
X. a therefore, in every situation to pursue that 
** course of conduct which strict integrity pre- 
" scribes, and to consult the interests of the 
" whole community, rather than the gratifica* 
" tion of a part." These admonitions, if at- 
tended to, might have preserved Piero from the 
ruin which the neglect of them soon brought 
down, and may yet serve as a lesson to those 
whose authority rests, as all authority must* 
finally rest, on publick opinion. The dutiful 
and patient attendance of Piero on his father 
during his sickness was, however, a pledge tp 
Lorenzo that his last instructions would not be 
forgotten; and, by confirming the favourable 
sentiments \y^hich he appears to have entertained 
of the talents and the disposition of his son, 
seiS^ed at least to alleviate the anxiety which he 
must have felt on resigning, thus prematurely, 
the direction of such a vast and rapid machine 
into young and inexperienced hands. 



Interview 
between 
LoreiiSOf 
Pico, and 
PolUiano. 



At this interesting period, when the mind 
of Lorenzo, relieved from the weight of its 
important concerns, became more sensibly alive 
to the emotions of friendship, Politiano entered 
his chamber. Lorenzo no sooner heard his 
voice than he called on him to approach, and, 
raising his languid arms, clasped the hands of 

Politiano 



LOREKZO D£' HEDICI. 323 

Politiano in his own, at the same time steadfastly c h a f* 
regarding him with a placid and even a cheerful ^* 
countenance. Deeply affected at thb silent but 
unequivocal proof of esteem, Politiano could 
not suppress his feelings, but, turning his head 
aside, attempted as much as possible to conceal 
his sobs and his tears. Perceiving his agitation, 
Lorenzo still continued to gra3p his hand, as if 
intending to speak to him when his passion liad 
subsided ; but finding him unable to resist its 
impulse, he slowly, and as it were unintentionally 
relaxed his hold, and Politiano, hastening into 
an inner apartment, flung himself on a bed, and 
gave way to his grief. Having at length com- 
posed himself, he returned into the chamber, 
when Lorenzo again called to him, and inquired 
with great kindness why Pico of Mirandula had 
not once paid him a visit during his sickness. 
Politiano apologized for his friend, by assuring f 

Lorenzo that he had only been deterred by the 
^pprehensi(m that his presence might be trou- 
blesome. " On the contrary," replied Lorenzo, 
" if his journey from the city be not trouble- 
** some to him, I shall rejoice to see him before 
*' I take my final leave of you.'V Pico accord- 
ingly came, and seated himself at the side of 
Lorenzo, whilst Politiano, reclining on the bed, 
near the knees of hb revered benefactor, as if 
to prevent any e^^traordinaiy exertion of bis 

declining 
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CHAP, declining voices prepared for the last time to 
^* share in the pleasures of his conversation. After 
excusing himself to* Pico for the task he had 
imposed uponhim, Lmenze expressed hisesteem 
for him in the most afiectionate terms^ ^prafessing 
that he should meet his death with more cheer- 
fulness after this last interview. He then changed 
the subject to more familiar and lively tqpicks ; 
and it was on this occasion that he ex{N"essed» 
not without some degree of jocularity, his wishes 
that he could have obtained^ a reprieve, until he 
could have completed the library destined to the 
use of his auditors. 



Savonarola 

visits 

Lorenzo. 



This interview was scarcely terminated^ when 
a visiter of a very different character arrived. 
This was the haughty and enthusiastick Savona- 
rola, who probably thought, that in the last 
moments of agitation and of suffering, he might 
be enabled to collect materials for his factious 
purposes. With apparent charity and kindness^ 
the priest exhorted Lorenzo to remain firm in 
the catholick faith ; to which Lorenzo professed 
his strict adherence. He then required an 
avowal of his intention, in case of his recovery, 
to live a virtuous and well-regulated life, to this 
he also signified his sincere assent. Lastly, he 
reminded him, that, if needful, he ought to 
bear his death with fortitude. ** With cheerful- 
ness. 
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^^ ness," replied Lorenzo, ^^ if such be the chap. 
'* will of God*** Oa his quitting the room^ x, 
Loreaso called him back, and, as an unequi- 
vocal mark that he harboured in his bosom no 
resentment against him for the injuries which 
he had received, requested the priest would 
^ bestow upon him his benediction ; with which 
he instantly ^complied, Lorenzo making the 
usual responses with a firm and collected 



voiced 



No 



'' In the life of Savonarola, written in Latin, at 
considerable length, by Giovanfrancesco Pico, prince of 
Mirahdula, nephew of the celebrated Pico whom we have 
had occasion so frequentlj to mention, an account is 
given of this interview, which differs in its most essential 
particulars from that which is above related. If we 
may credit this narrative, Lorenzo, when at tlie point of 
death, Sent to request the attendance of Savonarola, to 
"whom he was desirous of making his confession. Savo- 
parola accordingly came, but, before hf would consent to 
receive him as a penitent, required that he should declare 
his adherence to the true fisdth ; to which Lorenzo 
assented. He then insisted on a promise from Lorenzo, 
that if he had unjustly obtained the property of others, 
lie would return it, Lorenzo,- after a short hesitation, 
replied, " Doubtless, father, I shall do this^ or, if it be 
^< not in my power, I shall enjoin it as a duty upon my 
«' heirs." Thirdly, Savonarola required that he should 
restore the republick to liberty, and establi&h it in its 
former state of independence : to which I^renzo not 
choosing to make any reply, the priest left him without 

giving 



326 THS LIFE OF 

CHAP. No species of reputation is so cheaply ac- 

^* quired as that derived from death-bed fortitude. 

DM^ of * When it is fruitless to contend, and impossible 
to fly, little applause is due to that resignation 
which patiently awaits its doom. It is not 
therefore to be considered as enhancing that 
tlignity of character which Loren^ had so fre- 
quently* displayed, that he sustained the last 
conflict with equanimity. ^^ To judge from his 
<< conduct, and that of his servants,'^ says 
Politiano, ^^ you would have thought that it was 
<* they who momentarily expected that fate, 
•* from which he alone appeared to be exempt.'' 
Even to the last the scintillations of his former 
vivacity were perceptible. Being asked, on 
taking a morsel of food, how he relished it^ 
<* As a dying man always does,'' was his reply. 
Having afiectionately embraced his surrounding 
friends, and submitted to the last ceremonies of 
the church, he became absorbed in meditation, 

occasionally 



giving him his absolution. Savpnar* vita^ inter vit, select, 
viror. aft. Bate*. Land* 1704. A story that exhibits evi- 
dent symptoms of that party-spirit which did not arise in 
Florence until after the deatli of Lorenzo, and which, 
being contradictory to the account left by Politiano, 
written before the motives for misrepresentation existed, 
is rendered deserving of notice only by the necessity of its 
refutation* 
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* 

occasionally repeating portions of scripture, and chap. 
accompanying his ejaculations with elevated eyefe x* 
and solemn gestures of his hands, till the ener* 
gies of life gradually declining, and pressing 
to his lips a magnificent crucifix, he calmly 
expired. 

In the height of his reputation, and at a ^j, ^j^^^^ 
premature period of life, thus died Lorenzo de* '*'• 
Medici ; a man who may be selected from all 
the characters of ancient and modem history, 
as exhibiting the most remarkable instance of 
depth of penetration, versatility of talent, and 
comprehension of' mind*^. Whether genius be 
a predominating impulse, directing the mind to 
some particular object, or whether it be an 
energy of intellect that arrives at excellence in 
any department in which it may be employed, it 
is certain that there are few instances in which a 
successful exertion in any human pursuit has not 
occasioned a dereliction of many other objects, 

the 



f M Soyons avares,*' says M. Tenhove, ^ du titre 
^ sacr^ de grand homme, prodigu^ si aouvent et si ridi- 
^ culement aux plus minces personnages, mais ne le 
^^ refusons point k Laurent de Medicis. Malheur \ Tame 
^ froide et mal organisee, qui ne sentirait pas son 
« extreme m^rite I On peut en touto surety s'estimer de 
<son admiration pour lui." Mem. Geru liv» id* ft* 146. 
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CHAP, the attainment of which might have ccmfeired 
^* immortality. If the powers of the mind are to 
bear down all obstacles that oppose their progress, 
it seems necessary that they should sweep along 
in some certain course, and in one collected 
mass. What then shall we think of that rich 
fountain which, whilst it was poured out by so 
many different channels> flowed through each 
with a full and equal stream ? To be absorbed 
in one pursuit, however important, is not the 
characteristick of the higher class of genius, 
which, piercing through th/e various combina- 
tions and relations of surrounding circumstances, 
sees all things in their just dimensions, and 
attributes to each its due. Of the various occu* 
pations in which Lorenzo engaged, there is not 
one in which he was not eminently successful ; 
but he was most particularly distin^ished in 
those which justly hold the first rank in human 
estimation. The facility with which he turned 
from subjects of the highest importance to those 
of amusement and levity, suggested to his coun- 
trymen the idea that he had two distinct souls 
combined in one body. Even his moral charac- 
ter seems to have partaken, in some degree, of 
the same diversity ; and his devotional poems 
are as ardent as his lighter pieces are licentious. 
On all sides he touched the extremes of human 
character; and the powers of his mind were 

<mlj 
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cftAj bounded by that impenetrable circle which c h a p« 
prescribes the limits of human nature. ^* 



Mm 



As a statesman, Loirenzo de' Medici appears imcw or 
to peci^fiar advantage* Uniformly employed in 
securing the peace, and promoting the happiness 
of hb eoun^ by just regulations at home and 
wise jH^ecautions abroad, and teaching to the 
surrounding governments those important les^ 
sons of pk^itical science, on which the civilization 
and tranquillity of nations have since been found 
to dqiend* Though possessed of undoubted 
talents for military exploits, and of sagacity to 
avail himself of the imbecility of neighbouring 
powers, he was superiour to that avarice of domi- 
nion which, witiiout improving what is already 
acquired, blindly aims at more extensive posses- 
sions. The wars in which he engaged were for 
security, not for territory ; and the riches pro- 
duced by the fertility of the soil, and the industry 
and ingenuity of the inh^itsmts of the Floren- 
tine republick) instead of being dissipated in 
imposing projects and ruinous expeditions, cir- 
culated in their natural channels, giving happi- 
ness to the individual, and respectability to the 
atate« If he was not insensible to the charms 
of ambition, it was the ambition to deserve 
rather than to enjoy ; and he was alM'ays caur 
tiotts not to exact from the publick favour more 

than 

VOL. II. u u 
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€ H AP. than it might be ready voluntarily to bestow. 
^* The approximating suppression of the libertiecr 
of Florence, under the influence of his descend- 
ants, may induce suspicions unfavourable to 
his patriotism ; but it will be difficult, not to say 
impossible, to discover, either in his conduct or 
his precepts, ahy thing that ought to stigmatize 
him as an enemy to the freedom of his country*' 
The authority which he exercised was the same 
as that which his ancesUM-s had enjoyed ^ wfthout 
injury to the republick, for nearly a century, and 
had descended to him as insepal'able from the 
wealth, the respectability, and the powerful 
foreign connexions of his family. The supe- 
riority of his talents enabled him to avail ^im* 
self of these advantages with irresistible effect ; 
but history suggests not an instance in which 
they were devoted to any other purpose than thai 
of promoting the honour and independence of 
the Tuscan state. It was not by the continuance, 
but by the dereliction of the system which he 
had established, and to which he adhered to the 
close of his life, that the Florentine republick 
sunk under the degrading yoke of despotick 
power; and to his premature death we may 
unquestionably attribute, not only the destruc- 
tion of the commonwealth, but all the calami* 
ties that Italy soon afterwards sustained. 



The 
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The sympathies of mind, like the laws of chap* 
chymical af&iiity, are.unifona. Great talents ^* 
attract admiration, the offering of the under- Atiachmc»t 
standing ; but the qualities of the heart can roitino to 
akme exoite affection, the offering of the heart. ^***"°' 
If we may. judge of Lorenzo de' Medici by the 
ardour with which his friends and contemporari^ 
have expiessed their attachment, we shall form 
eonelufiiona highly favourable to his sensibility 
and his social! virtues. The exaction of those 

m 

attentions usually paid to ra^k and to po^^er, he 
left to such as had no other claims to respect ; 
he rather chose to be considered as. the friend 
and the equal, than, as the dictator of his fellow^ 
citizens, iii^ urbanity extended to the lowest 
raid^s of sook^ ; and while he enlivened the 
city of Florence by magnificent spectacles and 
amusing jepresentations, he partook of them 
himself with a relisli that set the example of 
festivity.. It was the general opinion in Florence, 
that whoever was favoured by Lorenzo could 
not fail of success. Valori relates, that in the 
representation of an engagement on horseback, 
one pf the combatants, who was supposed to 
contend under the patronage of Lorenzo, being 
overpowered and wounded, avowed his resolu- 
tion to die rather than submit to his adversary, 
and it was not without difficulty that he was 
rescued from the danger, to receive from the 

bounty 
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c H A.F« bounty of Lorenzo the reward i 
3^« though mistaken fidelity. 



circiMD. The death of Lorenzo, which happeoed am 

^^it the eighth day of April 1492, was no sooner 
known at Florence than a general $lBtfUk and 
constellation >s}»*ead throughout die city, and 
the inhabitants gave way to the mostunboonded 
expressicms of grief. Even those who wfire not 
friendly to the Medici lamented in this misfor-i 
tune the prospect of the evils to come* The 
agitation of the publick mind was increased by 
a singular coincidence of calamitous events^ 
which the superstition of the people considered 
as portentous of approaching commotions. The 
physician, Pier Leoni, whose prescriptions had 
failed of success, being appnzed of the result, 
left Careggi in a state of distraction, and ju^* 
pitated himself into a well in the suburbs of the 
eity\ Two days preceding the death of La. 

renzo» 



^ Whether Leoni died a voluntary death hat been 
doubted. The enemies of the Medici, who upon tho 
death of Lorenzo began to meditate the ruin of hi^ 
family, have accused Piero his son with the perpetration 
of the deed ; and this opinion is optnly avowed by -Gia- 
copo Sanazaro in an Italian poem in (erza Rhna^ in which 
he has imitated Dante with great success. v« Apfu 

JSTo. 



k 
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BCIIZO9 the gpreat dome of the R$paratm wtts cb a p« 
atruck with lightnings and on the side which ^« 
approached towards the chapel of the Medici, a 
part of the building fell. It was also obsenred 
that one of die golden paUe or balls, in the 
raiUaaonment of the Medicean arms, waaat the 
fiame time atruck out. For three nii^its, gleams 
of liglit were said to have been perceiTed pro* 
eeeding from the hill of Fiesde, and hovering 

above 

Ab. LXXVIIL But I must obnerYe, that this poem 
bears internal evidence of its having been written after 
the Medici were driven from Florence, when their ene- 
mies were labouring by every possible means to render ^ 
them odious* On the other hand, besides the testimony^ ^ 
0f PoUtiaoQ that Leoid accelerated his own death, itq 
have that of Petrus Crinitus (Piero Ricci)» a contempo-* 
rary author, who, in his treatise De honcata Disci/ilina^ has a 
chapter De hondnibua quiaeipaoa inputeumjacianty in which 
he thus adverts to the death of Leoni : ^ Sed enim quod 
<^ nuper accidit in Petro Leonio, mirificum certe visum 
^ est ; quando is, et in philosophia vir excellens, ac pru- 
^^ dentia prop^ ^^^^i^ in puteum se Florentino sub* 
^ urbano immersit/' Idb, iii. cafi^ 9. This circum- 
stance is also related by Valerianus* De infeL literatorumy 
Uh. i. It appears, however, from an account of the death ^ 
of Lorenzo, published by Fabroni, from a MS. diary of 
an anonymous Florentine author yet preserved in tlie 
Magliabechi library, Cod. xvii. Clan: 25, that Leoni en« 
tertained apprehensions for his safety from the attendants 
of Lorenzo, who, without just cau^e, suspected that he 
had occaaioned his death by poison. I shall give the 
extract from this diary in the Appetulixi -Va* LXXIX* 
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CHAP, above the church of S. Lorenzo, where the 
^* remams of the family were deposited. Besides 
these incidents, founded perhaps on some casual 
oocuirence, and only rendered extraordinary bjr 
the workup of a healed iinaginatiou, many 
odiers of a similar kmd are related by cimlem- 
porary authors^ which, whilst they exemplify 
that ccedulity which .eharactienaes the hjimon 
race in every age^ may^at. leaat s^rve. to. shew 
that the event to which they were suj^iosed to 
allude was conceived to be of such magnitude 
as to occasion a deviation from the ordinary 
course of nature'. From Careggi the body of 
Lorenzo was conveyed to the church of his 
patron saint, amidst the tears and lamentations 
of all ranks of people, who bewailed the loss of 
their faithful protector, the glory of their city, 
the companion of their amusements, their 

common 



i Ficinue in fine PlotinU Flxir* 1492. Arnmr. iid» xxvi. 
Vm iii. /i. 186. Even Machiavelii) an author seldom ac- 
cused of superstition, seems on this occasion to concede 
his credulity to the general opinion. " Ne mori mai 
" alcuno, non so^amente in Firenze, ma in Italia, con 
(< tanta fama di prudenza, n^ che tanto alia sua patria 
^< dolesse. £ come dalla sua morte ne dovesse nasoere 
^ grandissime rovine, ne mostro il cielo molti eviden* 
" tissimi segni," &c. Nist. lib* viii. This author con- 
cludes his celebrated history, as Guicciardini begins, 
with the highest eulogium on the character of Lorenzo. 
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common father and friend. His obsequie3 were chap* 
without ostentation, he having a short time ^* 
before his death given express directions to that 
efect. Not a tomb or an inscription marks 
the • place that received his ashes ; but the 
stranger y who, smitten with the love of letters 
md of arts, wanders amidst the splendid monu- 
ments erected to the chiefs of this illustrious 
ikmily, the work of Michelagnolo and of his 
powerful competitors, whilst he looks in vain £3r 
that inscribed with the name of Lorenzo, will be 
reminded of his glory by them all. 

Throughout the rest of Italy the death of t^^^«^ 

niet of 

Lorenzo was regarded as a publick calamity of retpectte 
the most alarming ^ind. Of the arch which 
supported the political fabrick of that country he 
had long been considered as the centre, and his 
loss seemed to threaten the whole with imme- 
diate destruction. When Ferdinand, king of 
Naples, was informed of this event, he excldmed, 
" This man has lived long enough for his own 
" glory, but too short a time for Italy''." 

Such 



^ << Satis sibi vir immortalitate dignissimus vixit, sed 
<( parum Italic. Utinam ne quis eo sublato, moliatur, 
** qux vivo> tentare ausus non fuisset." In which Fer- 
• dinanyd was supposed to allude to Lod..Sforza. 

I Fair* vUa Lawr. v. i. y^. 212. 
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CR A p« Such of the Italitn pot eitla tes m were more 
_ ^* neariy connected with the Nfedbi Mat «Bb«B- 
tadours to Florence on this occasion. Lettna of 
cond<4ence were transmitted to Piero .from 
almost all the sovereigns of Europe. Many 
distinguished individuals also paid this last tri- 
bute to the memoiy of dieir friend and bene- 
£iotor^ Among these communications, dic^ 
tated by flattery, by friendship, and by political 
motives, there is one of a more interesting 
nature. This is a letter from the young cardind 
Giovanni de' Medici to his elder brother, 
written four days after the death of their father, 
which evinces that the cardinal ^as not without 
apprehensions from the temper and disposition of 
Piero, and does equal honour to his prudenoe 
and to his filial piety. 



TJbe Cardinal Giovanni de^ MecUci^ at JRomCf io^ 
Piero de^ Medici^ at Florence. 

^^ My dearest brother, now the only sup* 
<^ port of our family ; what I have to comma- 
^< nicate to thee, except my team, I know 

" not ; 



^ These letters, forming a collection in two volumes, 
are yet preserved in M8. in the Palazzo FtccMp at Flo- 
fence, FUz. jlxy, M* xv. 
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*• not ; for when I reflect on the loss we have c h a f« 
" sustained in the death of our father, I am x* ■ 
** more inclined to weep than to relate my 
** ' sorrow. Wh^t a father have we lost ! How 
•• indulgent to his children ! Wonder not then 
that I grieve, that I lament, that I find no 
rest. Yet, my brother, I have some consola- 
** tion in reflecting that I have thee, whom I 
^* shall alws^s regard in the place of a father. 
*^* Do thou command — I shall cheerfully obey. 
Thy injunctions will give me more pleasure 
than I can express — order irie — ^put me to the 
test — ^there is nothing that shall prevent my 
compliance. Allow me however, my Piero, 
to express my hopes, that in thy conduct to 
all, and particultu-ly to those around thee, 
I may find thee as I could wish — beneficent, 
liberal, afiable, and humane ; by which qua- 
^* lities there is nothing but may be obtained, 
" nothing but may be preserved. Think not 
" that I mention this from any dOubt that I 
•* entertain of thee, but because I esteem it to 
** be my duty. Many things strengthen and 
^* console me ; the concourse of people that 
•* surround our house with lamentations, the 
** sad and sorrowful appearance of the whole 
city, the publick mourning, and other similar 
circumstances, these in a great degree alleviate 
<my grief; but that which relieves me more 

"tlian 
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CHAP. <^ than all the rest, is, that I have thee, my 

^* " brother, in whom I place a confidence that no 

<^ w(H*ds can describe, &c. Ex urbcy die \2tb 

'' Ap. 1492 



m-»» 



The common mediator of Italy being now 
no more, the same interested and unenlightened 
motives which had so often rendered that 
country the seat of treachery and of bloodshed 
again began to operate, and the ambitious views 
of the different sovereigns became the more 
dangerous as they were the more concealed. 
Such was the confidence which they had placed 
in Lorenzo, that not a measure of importance 
was determined on by any of them without its 
being previously communicated to him, when, 
if he thought it likely to prove hostile to the 
general tranquillity, he was enabled either to 
prevent its execution, or at least to obviate its 
ill effects; but upon his death a general suspicion 
of each other took place, and laid the foundation 
of the unhappy consequences that soon afterwards 
ensued. The impending evils of Italy were 
^«/vilL accelerated by the death of Innocent VIII. who 
andacccMion gurvivcd Lorcuzo only a few months, and still 

of Alexander ^ ' 

VI. more by tlie elevation to the pontificate of 

Roderigo 



m 



For the original, v. Jpfi* J^o. LXXX. 
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Boderigo Borgia, the scourge of Christendom, chap* 
and the opprobrium of the human race". x. 

Piero de* Medici, on whom the eyes and *^>*»«^ 

' -^ ^ the French 

expectations ofthepublick were turned, gave into itaiy. 
early indications that he was unable to sustain 
the weight that had devolved upon him. Elated 
with the authority derived from his father, but 
forgetting the admonitions by which it was 
accmnpanied, he relaxed the reins that controlled 

all 



"* A striking instance of the influence which Lorenzo 
had obtained over the mind of Innocent Vlll. appears 
from one of his unpublished letters preserved in the 
Palazto Feec/do at Florence {Fitz. lix. Ab. xiv.), dated 
the 16tli day of June 1468, fix»m which we collect, that 
the pope had transmitted to him the list of an intended 
promotion of cardinals, which Lorenzo returns, inform- 
ing him that he approves of the nomination of such 
of them whose names he has marked with a pen, and 
exhorting him to carry his intentions with respect to 
them into execution, concluding his letter with reminding 
the pope chi se fiuh consolare ancor /ui, se ne ricordi. In 
fact, the assumption of Giovanni de' Medici to the purple 
took place early in the following year ; and as Innocent 
VIII. only made one promotion of cardinals diuring his 
pontificate, it appears that Lorenzo had sufficient address 
to procure the name of his son, who was then only thirteen 
years of age, to be included in the listt 
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CHAP, all Italy, to grasp at the supreme dominion oV 
^' his native place. For this purpose he secredjr 
formed a more intimate connexion with the 
king of Naples and the pope^ which, being 
discovered by the penetrating eye oi Lodovico 
Sforza, raised in him a spirit of jealousy, 
which the professions and assurances <^ Piero 
could never allay. An interval of dissads^ 
Action, negotiation^ and distrust took place» 
till at length the solicitations of Lodovico 
and the ambition of Charles VIII. brougbyt into 
Italy a more formidable and warlike race, whose 
arrival spread a general terrour and alarm, and 
convinced, too late, the states and sovereigns 
of that country of the folly of their mutual 
dissensions. Even Lodovico himself, who, in 
the expectation of weakening his rivals, and of 
vesting in himself the government of Milan, 
had incessantly laboured to accomplish this 
qbject, no sooner saw its approach than he 
shrunk from it in terrour ; and whilst he was 
obliged, for the sake of consistency, to persevere 
in exhorting Charles to proceed in his enterprise, 
against the kingdom of Naples, he endeavoured 
by secret emissaries to excite against him the 
most formidable opposition of the Italian powers. 
Lodovico having for this purpose despatched an 
envoy to Florence, Piero conceived that he 

had 
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had obtained a favourable opportunity of con- chap. 
Tincing the king of France of the insincerity of x* 
his pretended ally, and thereby of deterring him 
from the further prosecution of his undertaking ; 
but, however laudable his purpose might be, the 
means which he adopted ibr its accomplishment 
reflect but little credit on his talents. In the 
palace of the Medici was an apartment which 
communicated with the gardens by a secret ' 
door, constructed by Lorenzo de' Medici for 
tlie purpose of convenience and retirement. In 
this room Piero, pretending to be sick, contrived 
an interview with the agent of Lodovico, whilst 
the envoy of Charles VIII. , secreted behind the 
door, was privy to their conversation'*. Whether 
Piero had not the address to engage the Milanese 
sufficiently to develop the views of his master* 
or whether the French envoy found the Italian 
politicians equally undeserving of confidence, 
rests only on conjecture ; but the communication 
of this incident to Charles tended not in the 
slightest degree to avert the impending calamity. 
On the contrary, the conduct of Piero being 
made known to Lodovico, rendered any further 
communication between them impossible, andby 

preventing 



• QruclL dc bcUo ItaL fi. 24. 
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€ R Ap. preventing^ that union of die Italian states, whkA 
^* alone could have opposed with efect the further 

progress of the French arms, fadlitated an enter- 
^ prise that could owe its suecess only to the 

misconduct of its opponents i*. 

• 

bbp^&» of This unfortunate event led the way to ano- 
ther incident more immediately destructive to 
the credit and authority of Piero de' Medici. 
Charles, at the head of his troops, had, without 
resistance, reached the confines of the Fiorentiae 
state, and had attacked the town of Sarzana, 
which Lorenzo, after having recovered it from 
the Genoese, had strongly fortified. The 
approach of such a formidable body of men, the 
reputation they had acquired, and the atrocities 
they had committed in their progress, could not 
fail of exciting great consternation in Florence, 
where the citizens began freely to express their 
dbsatisfaction widi Piero de' Medici, who they 
asserted had, by his ra^ and intemperate mea- 
sures, provoked the resentment of a powerful 
sovereign, and endangered the very existence of 
tfaerepublick. This crisis suggested to Piero the 
situation in which his father stood, when, in 
order to terminate a war which threatened him 

with 
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with destruction he had hastened to Naples, c h a p« 
and, placing himself in the power of an avowed ^* 
enemy, had returned to Florence with the 
credentials oil peace ^ The present season ap- 
peared to him favourable for a similar attempt ; 
but, as Guicciardini judiciously observes, it is 
dangerous to guide ourselves by precedent, 
unless the cases be exactly alike ; unless the 
attempt be conducted with s equal prudence, 
and, above all, unless it be attended with the 
same good fortune'. The impetuosity of 
Piero prevented him from observing these 
di5tinctions<---hastening to the French camp, he 
threw himself at the feet of Charles, who 
received his submission with coldness and dis- 
dain'. Finding his entreaties ineffectual, he 
became lavish in his offers tO promote the 
interests of the king, and, as a pledge of his 
fidelity, proposed to deliver up to him not only 
the important fortress of Sarsana, which had 
till then . successfully resisted his attacks, but 
also the town of Pietra Santa, and the cities of 
Pisa and Leghorn, Charles at the same time 

undertaking 



' Vm antfj vol. L fi* 233* 

• Guicciard. HUt» d' Itaiiay lib. 1. 
t Oriceilk de heUo ItaL p. 39. 
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G k A P. undertaking to restore them when he had 
^' accomplished his conquest of the kingdom of 
Naples'*. The temerity of Piero in provoking 
the resentment of Charles, added to his inability 
to ward off, and his pusillanimity in resistulg 
the blow, completed what his ambition and his 
arrogance had begun, and for ever deprived 
him of the respect and confidence of his fellow, 
citizens. On his return to Florence, after this 
disgraceful compromise, he was refused admit- 
tance into the palace of the magistrates, and, 
finding that the people at large were so highly 
exasperated against him as to endanger his 
personal safety, he hastily withdrew himself 

from 



«* The French were themselves astonished at the 
prodigality of Piero, and the facility with which he 
delivered into their hands places of so much importance. 
♦' Ceux qui traitoyent avec Pierre/* says P. dc Com* 
mines, *< m'ont compt^, et k plusiers autres 1' ont dit, 
'^ en se raillant et moquant de lui, qu'ils etoient ebahis 
'< comme si tot ac corda si grand chose, et a quoi ils ne 
" s'attendoient point." Afem, de Commine9^ Ub. vii.^. 198. 
The day after Piero had entered into his unfortunate 
treaty, Lodovico Sforza arrived at the French camp, 
when Piero, who was not at open enmity with him, 
excused himself for not having met him on the road, 
because Lodovico had missed his 'way/ " It is true 
*^ enough," said Lodovico, ^ that one of us has lost his 
•♦ way, but perhaps it may prove to be yourself." 

Guk* lib* u. 
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from his native place, and retreated to Ve- chap. 
nice"". The distress and devastation which the ^* 

inhabitants 



^ Condivi relates an extraordinary story respecting 
Pierode' Medici, communicated to him by Michelagnolo, 
who had) it seems, formed an intimacy with one Cardie re, 
an improvvisatore, that frequented the house of^^renzo, 
and amused his ..evenings with singing to th|s lute. Soon 
after the death of Lorenzo, Cardiere informed Michel- 
agnolo, that Lorenzo had appeared to him, habited only 
in a black and ragged mantle throMm over his naked' 
limbs, and had ordered him to acquaint Piero de' Medici, 
that he would in a short time be banished from Florence* 
Cardiere, who seems judiciously to have feared the resent- 
ment of the living more than that of the dead, declined 
the office ; but soon afterwards Lorenzo entering his 
chamber at midnight, awoke him, and reproaching him 
with his inattention, gave him a violent blow on the 
cheek. Having communicated this second visit to his 
friend, who advised him no longer to delay his errand, 
he set out for Careggi, where Piero then resided ; but 
meeting him with his attendants about midway between 
that place and Florence, he there delivered his message, 
to the great amusement of Piero and his followers ; one 
of whom, Bernardo Divizio, afterwards Cardinal da 
Bibbiena, sarcastically asked him, Whether j if Lorenzo 
had been desirous qf giving iriformation to his sony it was likely 
he vfotUd have firef erred such a messenger to a fiersonal com- 
munication? The biographer adds, with great solemnity, 
^ La vision del Cardiere, o delusion diabolica, o predi- 
^ zion divina, o forte immaginazione, ch' ella si fosse, 
« si verifico." — ^But the awful spectre is now before me—. 
I see the terrified musician start from his slurabei^ \ his 

left 

VOL. II. Y y 
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CHAP, inhabitants of Italy experienced for a series 
^* of years after this event, have afforded a sub- 
ject upon which their historians have dwelt 
with melancholy accuracy. Amidst these dis- 
asters, there is perhaps no circumstance that so 
forcibly excites the regret of the friends of 
letters, as the plundering of the palace of the 
Medicj^ and the dispersion of that invaluable 
library, whose origin and progress have before 
been traced. The French troops that had 
entered the city of Florence without opposition , 
led the way to this sacrilegious deed, in the 
perpetration of which they were joined by the 
Florentines themselves, who openly carried off, 
or secretly purloined, whatever they could 
discover that was interesting, rare, or valuable. 

* Besides the numerous manuscripts in almost 

every language, the depredators seized, with 
contentious avidity, the many inestimable spe- 
cimens of the arts with which the house of the 
Medici abounded, and which had long rendered 

it 



left hand grasps his beloved lyre, whilst, with his right 
thrown over his head, he attempts to shroud himself from 
\hc looks of Lorenzo, who, with a countenance mor^ in 
sorrow than in anger, points out to him his destined 
mission. To realize this scene so as to give it interest 
and effect, required the glowing imagination and the 
animated pencil of a Fuseli. 
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it the admiration of strangers, and the chief chap. 
<Hiiament of the city. Exquisite pieces of ^* 
ancient sculpture, vases, cameos, and gems of 
various kinds, more estimable for their work- 
manship than for their native value, shared in 
the general ruin ; and all that the assiduity and 
the riches of Lorenzo and his ancestors had 
been able to accumulate in half a century, 
was dissipated or demolished in a day. 

The 



«*MMiM«Hi*iMirt*i 



'^ The destruction of this invaluable collection is 
pathetically related by Bernardo Rucellai. " Hie me 
'^ studium charitasque litterarum antiquitatis admonet, 
^' ut non possim non deplorare inter subitas fundatissimae 
" familiae ruinas, Mediceam bibliothecam, insignesque 
'< thesauros, quorum pars a Gallis, pars a paucis e 
*' nostris, rem turpissimam honesta specie *pr»tenden- 
'^ tibus, furacissime subrepta sunt. Non cum jam 
" pridem gens Medicea floreret omnibus copiis> terra, 
" manque cuncta exquirere, dum sibi Gnecarum, Lati- 
^< narumque litterarum monumenta, toreumata, gemmas, 
^< margaritas, aliaque hujuscemodi opera^ natura simui 
" et antiquo artificio conspicua compararent," &c. 
" Testimonio sunt littera gemmis ipsis incisx Laurentii, 
" nomcn praferentes, quas ille sibi familis^que suae pro- 
" spiciens scalpendas curavit, futurum ad posteros regii 
« splendoris monumentum," &c- " Hacc omnia magno 
<< conquisita studio, sunimisque parta opibus, et ad 
'< multum svi in deliciis habita, quibus nihil nobilius, 
«^ nihil Florentis quod magis visendum putaretur, uno 
<< puncto temporis in prscdam cessere ; tanta Galloi*um 

" avaritia, 
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CHAP. The same reverse of fortune that over- 
^' whelmed the political labours of Lorenzo, that 
rendered his descendants fugitives, and disper- 
sed his effects, seemed to extend to his fiiends 
and associates, almost all of whom Unhappily 
perished within a short interval after his deaths 
although in the common course of nature they 
might have expected a longer life. The first of 

Ermoiao thesc cmiucnt men was Ermolao Barbaro, of 
whose friendly intercourse with Lorenzo many 
testimonies remain, and who died of the plague 
in the year 1493, when only thirty-nine years of 
age"". This event was succeeded by the death 

of 



" avaritia, perfidiaque nostrorum fuiU" De bello ItaU 
fi. 52, Isfcn This event is also commemorated by P* de 
Commines, who, with true Gothick simplicity, relates the 
number, weight, and saleable value of the articles of 
which the palace of the Medici was plundered* The 
antique vases he denominates " beaux pots d'agate— — 
^< et tant de beaux camayeux, bien taill^s que merveilles 
^< (qu* autrefois j'avois veus) et bien trois mille medales 
*' d'or et d'argent, bien la pesanteur de quarante livres ; 
<( et croi qu'il n'y avoit point autant de belles medales 
« en Italic. Ce qu'il perdit ce jour en la cit^ valoit cent 
" mille ecus et plus.*' JMentm de Comm liv. vii. c. 9. 

^ The life and learned labours of Ermolao have 
afforded a subject of much discussion to Vossius, Bayle, 
and others, and have been considered with particular 

accuracy 
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of Pico of Mirandula, who in his thirty-second chap* 
year fell a victim to his avidity for science, and x* 

has ^'^^°^^ 

Miraodnla. 

■ - •■ 

accuracy by Apostolo ZenO} Dissert. Voas. v. ii. fi. 348. ^ 
seg* * His first work was a treatise De Otlibatu^ which he 
wrote at eighteen years of age. His Caatigationes Plimana 
entitle him to rank with the most successful restorers of 
learning. Politiano denominates him Herwolaua Barbarua 
barbaria hotitis acerrimus. MisceL cafi. xc. Being on an 
emibassy to Rome in the year 1491, Innocent VHL con- 
ferred on him the high dignity of Patriarch of Aquileja, 
which he accepted without regarding the decree of the 
Venetian government, which directed that none of their 
ministers at the court of Rome should receive any eccle- 
siastical preferment without the consent of the council. 
His father, who held the second office in the state, is said 
to have died of chagrin, because he could not prevail 
upon his countrymen to approve the preferment of his 
son. But Ermoiao availed himself of his dismission from 
publick business, to return with greater earnestness to his 
studies, and in two years wrote more than he had done 
for twenty years preceding. In his last sickness at Rome, 
Pico of Mirandula sent him a remedy for the cure of the 
plague, composed of the oil 6f scorpions, the tongues 
of asps, &c. ^' Ut nihil fieri posset contra pestilentem 
" morbum commodius aut presentius." Crin, de honest, 
discifim lib. i. c. 7. But this grand panacea arrived too 
late. " Egli non ^ da tacersi," says Apostolo Zeno, " un 
" gran fregio di questo valente uomo, ed ^, che visse, e 
" morl vergine.'* Which information is confirmed by the 
authority of Piero Dolfini, who, in a letter to Ugolino 
Verinl asserts^ quod absque ulla carnis contagione 
yixERiT. Diss. Voss. ii. fi. 385. A very particular 

account 
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CHAP* ^^^ cygDUB Tnoriens solet ; 

X, Sic luscinia conqueri. 

""■"~""~ Heu miser, miser; 

O dolor, dolor. 
— ^Laurus impetu fulminis 
Ilia ilia jacet subito; 
Laurus omnium Celebris 
Musarum choris, 
Nympharum choris. 
Sub cujus patula coma, 
£t Phoebi lyra blandius 
£t vox dolcius insonat. 
Nunc muta omnia, 
Nunc strda omnia* 
— Quis dabit capiti meo 
Aquam? quis oculis meis 
Fontem lachrymarum dabit? 
Ut nocte fleam, 
Ut luce fleam* 
Sic tuitur viduus solet; 
Sic cygnus moriens solet ; 
Sic luscinia cQnqueri. 
Heu miser, miser ; 
O dolor, dolor* 



Who from perennial streams shall bring, 
O^ gushing floods a ceaseless spring ? 
That through the day in hopeless woe. 
That through the night my tears may fio^r* 
As the red turtle mourns his mate. 
As sings the swan his coming fate, 

As 
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As the sad nightingale complainSf c H AF« 

I pour my anguish and my strainsi X* 

Ah wretched, wretched pastreHefy "^' "^ 

grief) beyond all other grief* 

—Through heaven the gleamy lightning flies,^ 
And prone on earth my LAumELliea : 
That laurel) boast of many a tongue. 
Whose praises every mnae has sungy 
Which every dryad of the groves 
And all the tuneful sisters love. 
That laurel) that erewhile displayed 
Its ample honours ; in whose shade 
To louder notes was strung the lyre. 
And sweeter sang th' Aonian quire^ 
Now silent) silent all around) 
And deaf the ear that drank the sound. 

-~Who from perennial streams shall bring, 
Of gushing floods a ceaseless spring ? 
That through the day in hopeless woe) 
That through the night my tears may flow. 
As the reft turtle mourns his mate^ 
As sings the swan his coming fate. 
As the sad nightingale complains, 

1 pour my ang^sh and my sti*ains. 
Ah wretched, wretched past relief, 
O grief beyond all other grief. 

Such was the object of the affections of 
Potitiano, and such the amorous efiusion, in 

the 

YOZ.. II. z z 
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CHAP, the midst of which he was intercepted by the 
X- hand of death ; yet if we advert to the charges 
which have been brought against him, we shall 
find that they are chiefly if not wholly, to be 
attributed to a misrepresentation, or perversion, 
of these lines. Of those who, after Jovius, 
have repeated the accusation, one author informs 
us, that the verses which Politiano addressed 
to the object of his love were so tender and 
impassioned, that he expired just as he had 
finished the second couplet'. Another relates 
that in the frenzy of a fever, he had eluded 
the vigilance of his guard, and escaping from 
his bed, seized his lute, and began to play upon 
it under the window of a young Greek of whom 
he was enamoured, whence he was brought back 
by his friends, half dead, and expired in his bed 

soon 



* VariUas^ jinecdotc9 dc Florence. lib.\\,fi, 196. <* La 
*< passion criminelle qu'il avoit pour un de ses ^coliers de 
" haute qualite, ne pouvant etre assouvie, lui donna la 
^^ R^vre chaude. Dans la violence de i' acc^s, il fit un 
^( chanson pour V objet dont il tftoit charme, se leva du 
^^ lit, prit un luth, et se mit \ la chanter sur un air si 
** tendre, et si pitoyable, qu'il expira en achevant Ic second 
" amplct ; le meme jour que Charles VIII. passa les 
" Alpes pour aller \ la conquete de Naples." This author 
seems equally misinformed as to the manne^ and the 
lime of the death of Politiano. 
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soon afterwards". We are next infiormed, that chap. 
in a fit of amorous impatience, he occasioned his x. 
own death, by striking his head against the wall^ : 
whilst a fourth author assures us, that he was 
killed by a fall from the stairs, as he was singing 
to his lute an elegy which he had composed on 
the death of Lorenzo de' Medici ^ The con- 
trariety of thenie relations, not one of which is 

supported 



^ ^< P(^itien, ce bel esprit, qui parloit si bien Latin, 
<' s'appelloit Ange ; laois il s*en falloit beaucoup qu'il en 
<' eut la puret^. La passion honteuse et 1* abominable 
^' amour dont il bruloit pour un jeune gar^on, qui etoit 
^ Grec de naissance, a fietri ^ perpetuity sa memorie, et 
^ causa sa mort* Car etant tomb^ dans une fievre chaude, 
<' il se leva bnisquement de son lit, la nuit, que sa garde 
<< etoit endormie, prit la luth ^ la main, et en alia jouer 
" sous la fen^tre du petit Grec. On Ten retira ^ demi 
<( mort, et on le remporta dans son lit, ou il expira 
« bient6t apr^s," &c. 

M* Faydity Remarques sur Virgile et 9ur Homere^ Isfcm 
Menck. in vita Pol. ft. 472. 

b u Vulgo fertur," says Vossius, Dc Hiat* Lat. lib. iii* 
€. 8. << obiise PoUtiamim foedi amoris impatientia capite 
^ in parietem ilUso*" Jifi* Menck. 470. 

^ Bullart Acad, des ITommea illuatres^ torn. i. fi. 278. 
*< Politien ■ tomba d*un escalier comme il chantoit 
'< sur son lutb une elegie, qu*il avoit compos^e sur la 
(< mort de Laurent, de Medicis." 
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6 B A r • support by the slightest pretence to serums 
3£> authentick testimony, is itself a sofficient proof 
€f their futility. Some jrears after the death 
of Politiano, the celebrated cardinal Bembo, 
touched with the untimely &te of a man whom 
he was induced, by a similarity of taste and 
character, to love and admire, paid a tribute of 
gratitude and respect to his memory in a few 
elegiack verses, in which, alluding to the unfi- 
nished monody of Politiano, he represents him 
as sinking under the strdce of fate, at the 
moment when, frantick with excess of grief, he 
was attempting, by the power of musick, to 
revoke the &tal decree which had deprived him 
of his friend. 



Politiani Tumulus. 

Politiano Duccret extixicto cum mors Lauxxkte triumphiim, 
ca^^u***' Lxtaque pullatis invehcrctur equis, 
Bcmbo. Respicit insano ferientem poUice chordas, 
Viscera singultu concutiente, Tirum. 
Mirata est, tenuitque jug^m : fiirit ipse, pioque 

Laurentem cunctos flagitatore Deos* 
Miscebat precibus lachrjrmas, laduymisque dolofem ; 

Verba ministrabat liberiora dolor* 
Risit, et antiquae non immemor ilia querelr, 

Orphei Tartans cum patuere vi». 
Hie etiam infenias tentat rescindere leges, 
Fertque suas, dixit, in meajura manus. 

Protinus 
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FrathuiB ct flentem pcrcussit dara poeUm ; C H A P« 
Rupit et in medio pectora docta aono. X* 

— Heu lie tu raptus> «ic te mala fetatulerunt, — — — 
Arbiter Ausonis, Politiane, -lyrx* 



Whilst bom in sable state, Lorenzo's bier 

The tyrant Death, his proudest triumph, brings, 
He mark'd a bard in agony severe, 

Smite with delirious hand the sounding strings- 
He stop'd«-he gas'd^-the storm of passion rag'd, 

And prayers with tears were mingled) tears with 
grief ; 
For lost Lorenzo, war with fate he wag'd, 

Abd erery god was caird to bring relief* 
The tyrant smird-— and mindful of the hour 

When from the shades his consort Orpheus led, 
^ Rebellious too would'st thou usurp my power, 

*^ And burst the chain that binds the captive dead ?" 
He spoke— and speaking, launch'd the shaft of fate. 

And clos'd the lips that glow'd with sacred fire. 
His timeless doom 'twas thus Politian met— 
PoLiTiAN, master of th'Ausonian lyre* 

The fiction of the poet, that Politiano had 
incurred the resentment of death by his affec- 
tion for the object of his passion, suggests 
nothing more than that this death was occa- 
sioned by sorrow for the loss of his friend ; 

but 
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CHAP, but the verses of Bembo seem to have given a 
^* further pretext to the enemies of Politiano, who 
appear to have mistaken the friend whom he has 
celebrated, for the object of an amorous passion^ 
and to have interpreted these lines, so honour- 
able to Politianoy in a manner not only the 
most unfavourable to his character, but the 
most opposite to their real purport, and to the 
occasion which gave them birth ^. 

From 



^ ^ Nous 89aTons maintenant la Teritabk moit de 
<< Politien, que le Cardinal Bembe a deguis^e dans Tepi- 
'< taphe qu'il lui a dress^e. Comme il chantoit sur le 
^ luth au dessus d'un escalier une chanson qu'il avoit 
^ faite autrefois pour une fille qu*il aimoit, lorsqu'il Tint 
^ ii certains vers fort patetiques, son luth lui tomba des 
^ mains, et lui tomba aussi de Tescalier en bas« et se 
" rompit le col." Pier* de S* Romuaid^ Abregedu Trevor 
ChronoL torn* nu fi» 262. afim Menck. fu 476* These im* 
putations on the moral character of Politiano have also 
been frequently adverted to by other authors: thus 
J. C. Scaliger : 

" Obscaeno moreris sed, Politiane, furore." 

And in yet grosser terms by Andrea Dati : 

^^ £tne te teneam diutius, quot 
^' Psdicat pueros Politianus." 

v. Menagianom xu iv.fim 122. 
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From much more authentick documents chap. 
which yet remain respecting the death of this ^* 
eminent scholar, there is reason to conclude, Aathcnddt 

' account «i 

that it was occasioned by his grief for the loss of hi* death. 
his great patron, and by the subsequent misfor- 
tunes of a family with which he was connected 
by so many endearing ties. That he had in- 
curred the publick odium in a high degree, on 
account of his attachment to that family, is also 
certain ; and the mortification and anxiety which 
he on this account experienced perhaps accele- 
rated the fatal event. It may also be observed, 
that his property was plundered during the 
commotions at Florence, and many of his works 
destroyed or lost in the general devastation of the 
Laurentian Library, which incident made a deep 
impression on his mind*". In short, such was 
the sudden tide of misfortune that burst in upon 
him from all quarters, that it is probable his 
fortitude was unable to support the shock ; and, 
notwithstanding his industry, his accomplish- 
ments, and his unwearied exertions in promoting 

the 



* This 18 sufficienUy apparent from the beautiful lines 
addressed to him by Titus Vespasiano Strozzi, published 
in the collection of the poems of the two Strozzi, father 
and son, by Aldo, 1513. v. Jjip. M. LXXXII. 
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CHAP, the progress of leamitig, to such an ex^ 
X* treme of misery was he reduced, that he is too 
justly enumerated by Valerianus amongst the 
unhappy children of science, who have aflforded 
examples for his singular work, Dc Infelicitate 
Litcratorum. But whatever was the immediate 
occasion of his death, indisputable evidence re- 
mains, that his misfortunes were not so much 
to be attributed to his misconduct or his immo- 
rality, as to his steady adherence to the family 
of the Medici, at a time when the publick 
resentment against them was excited to the 
highest pitch ; and that he breathed his last in 
the midst of his relatives and friends, having 
first expressed his desire to be buried in the 
church of S. Marco, in the habit of the Dome- 
nican order. This request was complied with 
by the piety of his pupil Roberto Ubaldini^ 
one of the monks of the convent of S« Marco^ 
who has left a memorial in his own hand- 
writing of the circumstances attending his 
deaths His remains were accordingly deposited 
in the church of S. Marco, where his memory 

18 



f The indefatigable Abate Mehus, in his life of 
Ambrogio Travereari, first produced these docu- 
ments, which Ute reader will find in tlie Appendizt 
JVb. LXXXIII. 
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is preserved in an epitaph very unworthy of his c h a p« 
character and genius ^ ^* 

The various and discordant relations respect- 
ing the death of Politiano are happily adverted 
to by one of his countrymen in the following 
lines : 



Pampbili Saxij 
Dc morte Angeli Politiatii. 

Quo cecidit fato nostri decus Ahgxlus ttyx^ 

Gentis et Etmscx gloria, scire cupis ? 
Icteric! non hunc labes tristisaima morbid 

Febris ad Elysias vel tulit atra domos ; ^ 

Non inflans humor pectus, non horrida bilis ; 

Mortiferx pestis denique nulla lues : 
Sedy quoniam rigidas ducebat montibus omoS) 

Frangebat scopulos, decipiebat ares, 
Mulcebat tigres, sistebat flumina cantuy 

Plectra movens plectro dulcius Ismario* 

Non 



f POLITIANUS. 

IN. HOC* TUMULO* JACBT. 

AMCELUS* UVUM* 

QUI* CAPUT* ST. LINGUAS. 

RES* NOVA* TRKS* HABUIT* 
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VOL. XI. 3 A 
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o B A p. magistrates voluiitarily abdicated dieir oi 

X* and an effort was made to establish the govern- 
ment on a more popular basis, by vcating the 
legislative power of the state in the C^ns^Utf 
Maggiorcy or Council of the Citiaens, and in a 
select body, called the Consiglio degH Sccliif or 
Select Council^. The first of these was to be 
composed of at least one thousand citizms, who 
could derive their citizenship by descent, and 
were upwards of thirty years of age ; the latter 
consisted of eighty members, who were elected 
half-yearly from the great council, and were 
upwards of forty years of age^ These regula- 
tions, instead of uniting the citizens in one 
common interest, gave rise to new distinctions. 
The Fratescbi^ or adherents of Savonarola, who 
were in general favouraUe to the liberty ctf die 
lower classes of the inhabitants, regarded the 
friar as the messenger of heaven, as the guide 
of their temporal and eternal happiness ; whilst 
the Compagftacciy or adherents to a moKi aristo- 

cratical 



^ To this government Machiavelli alhides in his second 
Decennale ; 

^< £ dopo qualche disparer trovaste, 

^ Nuot' ordine al govemo, e liiron tante, 
^ Che il Tostro steto popdar fondaste." 

^ JierH^ Comment* Ub. iv. fi» 66, 67. 
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cntical government, represented btm as a fac- c r a p» 
tious impostor ; and Alexander VL seconded ^* 
ihcir cause by fulminating against him the 
anathemas of the church. Thus impelled by 
the most powerful motives that can actuate the 
human mind, the citizens of Florence were 
seized with a temporary insanity. In the midst 
of their devotions, they frequently rushed in 
crowds from the church, to assemble in the 
publick squares, crying Fiva CristOj singing 
hymns, and dancing in circles formed by a citizen 
and a friar, placed alternately'". The hymns sung 
on these occasions were chiefly composed by Gi- 
rolamo Benivieni, who appears to have held a 
distinguished rank amongst these disciples of 
fanaticism". The enemies of Savonkrola were 
as immoderate in their opposition as his partisans 

were 

"* JWr/i'j Comment, lib. iv. /;. 75. 

» Some of these compositions are presened in the 
general collection of his poems. The following lines, 
which seem peculiarly adapted for such an occasion, may 
serve as a specimen : 

" Non fu mail piu bel solazzo, 

« Piu giocondo ne maggiore, 

^^ Che per zelo* e per amore 

^ Di Jesu, divcntar pazzo. 

<^ Ognun grid! com* io grido, 

^^ Scmpre pazzo, pazzo, pazzoi" 

O/;. di TJc7iiv. /\ 143. 
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CRAP, were iii their attachment. Even the children of » 
^* the city were trained in opposite factions, and 
saluted each other with showers of pebbles ; 
in which contests the gravest citizens were some*, 
times unable to resist the inclination of taking a 
part"*. 



Adherenta 
of die 
Medici de^ 
cipitated. 



Such was the state of Florence in the year 
1497y when Piero de' Medici, who had long 

waited 



^ Era talYolta, predicando il frate, in sul bello delta 
predica suonata tamburi, e fatd altri rumori per impe- 
dirlo ; e molte volte gli fu nel venir da S. Marco a 
S. Liparata giu per la via del Cocomero, da' fanciulli de' 
suoi avversarj fatto bale fanciuUeschey e da* fanciulli 
della sua parte era voluto defendere, dimanierach^) 
secondo il costume de' fanciulli Fiorentini, facevano a' 
sassi, e cosl combattendo facevano infanciullire deg^i 
uomini gravi ; perch^ occorse a M« Luca Corsini) bench^ 
Dottore assai riputatoi per favorire la parte del Frate 
mescolarsi co* fanciulli a fare a' sassi ; e Giovanbattista 
Ridolfi> uno de' piu riputati e savj cittadini che fussero 
a tempj suoi, posta da canto la gravitk, e quel grado 
che a un tale, e si onorato Cittadino si conveniva, prese 
un giorno Tarmi) e in su certa occasione, per essere 
impedita al fi*ate la predica intomo a S. LiparatOf use! 
della casa de' Lorini vicine a quel tempio, quasi infuriato, 
senza seguito alcuno, con una roncola in ispalla, gri- 
dando, l^'iva Criato ; com' anche gridavano i fanciulli del 
Frate ; e di queste cos) fatte cose ne seguivano spesso.' 

^erlij Comment* lib, iv. fi» 74. 
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"Waited for an opportunity of regaining his chap. 
authority, entered into a negotiation with seve- ^» 
ral of his adherents, who undertook, at an 
appointed hour, to admit him within the walls 
of the city, witli the troops which he had 
obtained from the Venetian republick, and from 
his relations of the Orsini family. Piero did 
not however make his appearance till the oppor- 
tunity of assisting him was past. His abettors 
were discovered ; five of them, of the chief 
families of Florence, were decapitated ; the rest 
were imprisoned or sent into banishment. The 
persons accused would have appealed from their 
judges to the Consiglio Grande^ according to a 
law which had lately been obtained by the influ- 
ence of the Fratescbi ; but that party, with 
Savonarola at their head, were clamorous for 
the execution of the delinquents, and, in spite 
of the law which they had themselves intro- 
duced, effected their purpose. Amongst the 
five sufferers was Lorenzo Tornabuoni, the 
maternal cousin of Lorenzo de' Medici, of 
whose accomplishments Politiano has left a very 
favourable account, and to whom he has inscribed 
his beautiful poem entitled Amlfra^. 

The 



f V. «n/^, /r. 186. 
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CHAP. The authority of Savonarola was now at j 
^' its highest pitch. Instead of a republick, Flo- | 
^^ttoi dr^ rence assumed the appearance of a theocracy, j 
amuardu. ^f which Savouaroia was the prophet, the legis- 
lator , and the judge''. He perceived not, how* 
ever, that he had arrived at the edge of the ^ 
precipice, and that by one step further he migiit 
incur destruction. Amongst the methods re« 
sorted to by the opponents of Savonarola to 
weaken his authority, and to counteract his 
pretensions, they had attacked him widi his 
6wn weapons, and had excited two Franciscaii 
monks to declaim against him from the polpk* 
Savonarola found it necessary to call in the aid 
of an assistant, for which purpose he selected 
Fra Domenico da Pescia, a friar of his own 
convent of S. Marco. The contest was kept up 
by each of the contending parties witili equal 
fury, till Domenico, transported with zeal for 

the 



*i This fanatical party proceeded so far as even to 
strike a coin on the occasion, a specimen of which in 
silver is prcsei'ved in the collection of the late Earl of 
Orford, to whose kind communications, since the first 
edition of this work, I have been greatly indebted* On 
one side is the Florentine device, or Jleur de lya, with the 

motto, SENATUS POPULUSQUE FLORENTINUS ; on the 

Other, a cross, with the motto, jesus christus rex 

NOSTER* 
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the interests of his master, proposed to confirm chap. 
the truth of his doctrines by walking through ^* 
the flames, provided any one of his adversaries 
would submit to a similar test. By a singular 
coincidence, which is alone sufficient to demon- 
strate to what a degree thb passions of the 
people were excited, a Franciscan friar accepted 
the challenge, and professed himself ready to 
proceed to the proof. The mode of trial 
became the subject of serious deliberation 
among the chief officers of the republick. Two 
deputies were elected on behalf of each of the 
parties, to arrange and superintend this extra* 
ordinary contest* The combustibles were pre* 
pared, and over them was erected a scaffi3ld, 
which afforded a commodious passage into the 
midst of the flames. On the morning of the 
day appointed, being the seventeenth of April 
1498, Savonarola and his champion made their 
appearance, with a numerous procession of ec- 
desiasticks, Savonarola himself intonating with 
a tremendous voice, the psalm Exurgat Deus €t 
dmipentur inimici ejus. His opponent, * Fra 
Giuliano Rondinelli, attended by a few Fran- 
ciscan monks, came sedately and silently to the 
place of trial ; the flames were kindled, and the 
agitated spectators waited with impatience for 
the moment that should renew the miracle of 
the Chaldean furnace. Savonarola finding that 

the 
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CHAP, the Franciscan was not to be deterred fix)m the 
X* enterprise either by his vociferations, or by the 
sight of the flames, was obliged to have recourse 
to another expedient, and insisted that his cham- 
pion Domenico, when he entered the fire, should 
bear the host along with him. This sacrilegious 
proposal shocked the whole assembly. Tlie 
prelates who, together with the state deputies, 
attended the trial, exclaimed against an experi- 
ment which might subject the catholic]^ faith to 
too severe a test, and bring a scandal upon their 
holy religion. Domenico, however, clung fest 
to the twig which his patron had thrown out, 
and positively refused to encounter the flanges 
without this sacred talisman. This expedient, 
whilst it saved the life of the friar, ruined the 
credit of Savonarola. On his return to the 
convent of S. Marco, he was insulted by the 
populace, who bitterly reproached him, that 
after having encouraged them to cry Fiva 
CristOj he should impiously propose to commit 
him to the flames. Savonarola attempted to 
regain his authority by addressing them from 
the pulpit, but his enemies were too vigilant ; 
seizing the opportunity of his disgrace, they 
first attacked the house of Francesco Valori, 
one of his most powerful partisans, who, toge« 
ther with his wife, was sacrificed to their fury. 
They then secured Savonarola, with his associate 

Domenico, 
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Domenico, and another friar of the same con- chap. 
vent, and dragged them to prison. An assem- ^' 
bly of ecclesiasticks and seculars, directed by an 
emissary of Alexander VI. sat in judgment upon 
them. The resolution and eloquence jof Savo- 
narola, on his first interview, intimidated his 
judges ; and it was not till recourse was had to 
the implements of torture — ^the ultima tbeohr 
gorum ratio, that Savonarola betrayed his weak- 
ness,, and acknowledged the fallacy of his 
pretensions to supernatural powers. His con- 
demnation instantly followed ; and the unhappy 
priest, with his two attendants, were led to exe- 
cution in the same place, and with the same 
apparatus, as had been prepared for the contest ; 
where, being first strangled, their bodies were 
committed to the flames; and, lest the city 
should be polluted by their remains, their ashes 
were carefully gathered and thrown into the 
Amo*'. 



/ 



From the time that Piero de' Medici quitted d^aoT 

. Piero dt' 

the city of Florence, he experienced a continual Mcdid. 
succession of mortifications and disappointments. 

Flattered, 



^ JiTerU^ Comment. Ub. xY.fi* 78. SavonaroU vita, tomm 
u. 9€u additioneu Par* I674yfia99im. 



373 TH£ LIYX OF 

CHAP. Flattered, deserted, encouraged, and betrayed^ 
^* by the different potentates to whom he aucces* 
sively applied for assistance, his prospects 
became daily more unfavouraUe, and his return 
to Florence more improbable. In the meaa 
time a new war had arisen in Italy. Louis XII* 
the successour of Charles VIIL after having, in 
conjunction with Ferdinand, king of Spain» 
accomplished the conquest c^ Naples, disagreed 
with him in the partition of the spoil, and Ital^ 
became the theatre of their struggle. On this 
occasion Piero entered into the service of the 
French, and was present at an engagement that 
took place between them and the Spaniards, oA 
the banks of the Garigliano, in which they 
were defeated with great loss. In effecting his 
escape, Piero attempted to pass the river, but 
the boat in which he, with several other men of 
rank, had embarked, being laden with heavy 
cannon, sunk in the midst of the current, and 
Piero miserably perished, after having sup- 
ported an exile of ten years. By his wife 
Alfonsina, he left a son named Lorenao^ and a 
daughter Clarice. 



racter. 



jiiteiia. Few men have derived from nature greater 

advantages, and perhaps never any one enjoyed 
a better opportunity of improving them, than 
Piero de' Medici. A robust form, a- vigorous 

constitution, 
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constitution, great personal strength and activity, c h a p» 
and a share of talents beyond the common lot, ^' 
were the endowments of his birth. To these 
was added a happy combination of external 
afeirs, resulting from the opulence and respec- 
tability of his family, the powerful alliances 
by which it was strengthened, and the high 
reputation which his father had so deservedly 
acquired. But these circumstances, apparent* 
ly so favourable to his success, were precisely 
the causes of his early ruin. Presuming on his 
security, he supposed that his authority could 
not be shaken, nor his purposes defeated. 
Forgetting the advice so often repeated to him ^ 
by his father, to remember that he tvas only a 
citizen of Florence^ he neglected or disdained to 
conciliate the affections of the people. His con- 
duct was the exact reverse of that which his 
ancestors had so long and uniformly adopted, 
and was attended with the effects which might 
reasonably be expected from a (lereliction of 
those maxims that had raised them to' the 
honourable distinction which they had so long 
enjoyed. 

A few poetical compositions of Piero de* 
Medici, preserved in the Laurentian Library, 
though not hitherto printed, place his character 
in a more favourable point of view, and exhibit 

his 
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CHAP* his filial affi^tion and his attachment to his 
^' native place in a very interesting light' • Of 
this the following sonnet may be a sufficient 
proof: 

SONETTO* 

Mhnet of ^Stiido lo national, e di te nato, 

^^ Muovati patria un poco il tuo figliuolo ; 

FingiU almen pietosa del suo duolO) 

Essendo in te nudrito ed allevato* 
Ha ciaschedun del nascimento il fato. 

Come I'uccello il suo g;arrire e volo ; 

Scusemi almen in cio non esser solo, 

Bench^ solo al mio male io pur sia stato* 
Et se pu6 nulla in te mio antico affetto, 

Per quella pietk ch 'n te pur regna 

Non mi sia questo dono da te disdetto : 
— -Ch' almen in cener nella patria io yegna, 

A riposar col padre mio diletto, 

Che gik ti fe si gloriosa e degna. 

SONNET. 



* Tbey consist of twentj-one aonnetS) which are found 
at the close of a manuscript volume of the poems of his 
father Lorenzo, Flut. xli. Cod. xxxviii. JVb. 3* Besides 
which Valerianus informs us, that he translated from 
Plutarch a treatise on conjugal love ; Valer. de. Lit. ivfcL 
lib. W. ; but this performance has probably perished, 
there being no cbpy of it now to be found in the Laurentian 
Library. 



I J 
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CHAP. 

SONNET. ^- 

Thy offspring, Florence, nurtur'd at thy breast. 

Ah 1 let me yet thy kind indulgence prove ; 

Or if thou own no more a parent's love, 

Thy pity sure may sooth my woes to rest. 
Fate marks to each his lot : the same behest 

That taught the bird thro' fields of air to rove, 

And tunes his song, my vital tissue wove 

Of grief and care, with darkest hues imprest. 
But if, my fondness scorn*d, my prayer denied. 

Death only bring the period of my woes, 

Yet one dear hope shall mitigate my doom* 
«^If then my father's name was once thy pride, 

Let my cold ashes find at last repose. 

Safe in the shelter of his honour'd tomb. 

Of the many ties by which Lorenzo had ciovaimi 
endeavoured to secure the prosperity of his 
family amidst the storms of fortune, and the 
ebbs and flows of popular opinion, one only 
now remained — that by which he had connected 
it with the church ; but this alone proved suffi- 
cientfor the purpose, and shows that in this, as 
in every other instance, his conduct was directed 
by motives of the soundest policy. After the 
expulsion of the family from Florence, the car- 
dinal Giovanni de' Medici, finding that the 
endeavours of himself and his brothers to effect 

their 
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CHAP, their restoration were more likely to exasperate 
^* the Florentines than to promote that desirable 
event, desisted from any further attempts, and 
determined to wait with patience for a more 
favourable opportunity. He therefore quitted 
Italy, and whilst that country was the theatre of 
treachery and war, visited many parts of France 
and Germany. His dislike to Alexander VI. 
who had entered into an alliance with the Flo- 
rentines, and was consequently adverse to the 
views of the exiles, was an additional motive 
for his absence. After the death of Alexander 
in the year 1503, he returned to Rome, and 
found in Julius II. a pontiff more just to his 
talents, and more favourable to his hopes. From 
this time he began to take an important part in 
the publick affairs of Italy, and was appointed 
legate in the war carried on by the pope, the ' 
Venetians, and the king of Spain, against 
Louis XII. Whilst invested with this dignity^ 
he was taken prisoner by the French in the 
famous battle of Ravenna, but soon afterifards 
found an opportunity of effecting his escape, 
not, however, without great dagger and diffi- 
culty. In the mean time new diasensiona had 
sprung up at Florence, where the inhabitants^ 
wearied with the fluctuations of a government,^ 
whose maxims and conduct were changed in the 

same 
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same rapid succession as its chief magistrates, chap. 
were at length obliged to seek for a greater ^* 
degree of stability, by electing a Gonfaloniere ioc 
life. This authority was intrusted to Piero 
Soderini, who, with more integrity than ability, 
exercised it for nearly ten years. His contracted 
views suited not with the circumstances of the 
times. The principal governments of Italy, ' 
with Julius at their head, had leagued together 
to free that country from the depredations of 
the French. Fearful of exciting the restless 
dispositions of the Florentines, and perhaps of 
endangering the continuance of his power, the 
Gonfijloniere kept aloof from a cause, on the 
success of which depended the tranquillity and 
independence of Italy. His reluctance to take 
an active part in the war was construed into a 
secret partiality to the interests of the French ; 
and, whilst it rendered him odious to a great 
part of the citizens of Florence, drew upon him 
the resentment of the allied powers. The 
victory obtained by the French at Ravenna, 
dearly purchased . with the death of the gallant 
Gaston de Foix, and the loss of near ten thou- 
sand men, proved the destruction of their enter- 
prise ; and as the cause of the French declined, 
diat of the Medici gained ground, as well in 
Florence as in the rest of Italy. The prudence 

and 
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CHAP* and moderation of the cardinal enabled him to 
^* avail . himself of these favourable dispositions 
M^thout prematurely anticipating the conse- 
quences. During his residence at Rome he 
had paid a marked attention to the citizens of 
Florence who occasionally resorted there, with- 
out making any apparent distinction between 
those who had espoused and those who had 
been adverse to the cause of his family ; and by 
his ajflfability and hospitality, as well as by his 
attention to the interests of those yvho stood in 
need of his services, secured the esteem and 
good opinion of his fellow-citizens. Having 
thus prepared the way for his success, he took 
the earliest importunity of turning the arms of 
the allied powers against Florence, for the 
avowed purpose of removing Piero Soderini 
from his office, and restoring the Medici to 

Restoraticm thclr riehts as citizens. On the part of Soderini 

of the , 

Medici to little resistance was made. The allies having 
succeeded in an attack upon the town of Prato, 
and the friends of the Medici having openly 
opposed the authority of Soderini, the tide of 
popular favour once more turned ; and whilst 
the Gonfalonkre with difficulty effected his escape, 
the cardinal made his entrance into his native 
place, accompanied by his younger brother Giu- 
liano, his nephew Lorenzo, and his cousin 

Giulio 
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Giulio de^ Medici, the latter of whom had been chap, 
his constant attendant during all the events of x. 
his publick life'. 

The restoration of the Medici, although 
effected by an armed force, was not disgraced 
by the bloodshed of any of the citizens, and a 
few only of their avowed enemies were ordered 
to absent themselves from Florence. Scarcely 
was the tranquillity of the place restored when 
intelligence was received of the deaith of Julius II. 
The cardinal lost no time in repairing to Rome, Eicmioni^f 
where, on the eleventh day of March 1513, 
being then only thirty-seven years of age, he 
was elected supreme head of the church, and 
assumed the name of Leo X. The high repu- 
tation which he had acquired not only counter, 
balanced any objections arising from his youth, 
but rendered his election a subject of gener^ 
satisfaction; and the inhabitants of Florence, 
without adverting to the consequences, exulted 
in an event which seemed likely to contribute 
not less to the security than to the honour of 
their country. The commencement of his 
pontificate was distinguished by an act of cle- 
mency 



* Guicciar. Storia d* Italia j lib. x. Razzi •vita di Pitro 
Soderini. Fadova^ 1737, fi. 70, i:tc. 
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CHAP, mency which seemed to realize the high expect* 
x> ations that had been formed of it. A general 
amnesty was published at Florence, and tbe 
banished citizens restored to their countiy. 
Piero Soderini, who had taken refuge in Turkey, 
was invited by the pope to Rome, where he 
resided many years under his protection, and 
enjoyed the society and respect of the prelates 
and other men of eminence who frequented the 
court, being distinguished, during the remainder 

of his life, by the honourable title of the Gmfalo^ 

ni€re\ 

Leo pro- Thc elevatiou of Leo X. to the pontificate 

KktLif . established the fortunes of the Medici on a per- 
manent foundation. Naturally munificent to 
all, Leo was lavish in bestowing upon the di&r« 
ent branches of his own family the highest 
honours and most lucrative preferments of the 
church. Giulio de' Medici was created arch*, 
bishop of Florence, and was soon afterwards 
admitted into the sacred college, where be 
acquired such influence, as to secure the ponti* 
fical chair, in which he succeeded Adrian VL 
who filled it only ten months after the death of 
Leo. The daughters of Lorenzo, Maddalena 

the 



« Razxi vita di Pi^ro Soderim't fi. S5. 
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the wife of Francesco Cibo, Contessina the wife chap* 
of Piero Ridolfi, and Lucrezia the wife of x, 
Griacopo Salviati, gave no less than four cardi- 
nals to the Romish church; there being two 
of the family of Salviati^ and one of each of the 
others. Profiting by the example of his prede** 
cessorS) Leo lost no opportunity of ag^;raiidizuig 
his relations, well knowing that, in order to 
secure to them any lasting benefit, it was neces- 
sary that they should be powerful enough to 
defend themselves, after his death, from the 
rapacious aims of succeeding pontiffs, who, he 
was well aware, would probably pay as little 
regard to his family, as he had himself, in some 
instances, paid to the friends and families of his 
predecessors'". 

The 



V Notwithstanding his precautions, Leo could not, on 
all occasions, preserve his surviving relations from the 
insults and injuries of his successours* Paul III. Ales* 
sandro Farnese, had in his youth been particularly 
favoured by Lorenzo de' Medici, whoj in a letter which 
yet remains from him to Lanfredini, his envoy at Rome, 
thus expresses himself respecting him : " Vi lo raccom- 
" mandiate quanto farei Pietro mio figlio ; e vi prego 
" lo introduciate e lo raccommandiate caldissimamente 
^' a N« S. (il papa) che non potreste farmi maggior 
" piacere," 8cc. Yet, when the same Alessandro had 
arrived at the pontificate, he so far forgot or disregarded 
his early obligations, as forcibly to dispossess Lucrezia, 

the 
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CHAP. The ponti iCate of Leo X. is celebrated as 

^* one of the most prosperous in the annals of the 

Reteoreshi. Romlsh church. At the time when he assumed 

dcunimont 

•e peace, the chair, the calamities of Italy were at their 
highest pitch ; that country being the theatre of 
a war, in which not only all its governments 
were engaged, but which was rendered yet more 
sanguinary by the introduction of the French, 
Helvetian, and Spanish troops. A council, 
whicjbi had long established itself at Pisa, under 
the influence and protection of the king of 
France thwarted the measures, and at times 
overawed the authority of the holy see ; and, 
in addition to all her other distresses, Italy 
laboured under great apprehensions from the 
Turks, who constantly threatened a descent on 
that unhappy country. The address and perse- 
verance of Leo surmounted the difficulties which 
. he had to encounter ; and during his pontificate 
the papal dominions enjoyed a greater degree 
of tranquillity than any other state in Italy. In 
his relations with foreign powers, his conduct is 
no less entitled to approbation. During the 

contests 



the daughter of his benefactor, then in a very advanced 
age, of her residence in Rome, to make way for one of 
his nephews. This incident is related by Varchi with 
proper indignation. Storia Fioreruinay lib. xvi, fi. 666. 
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coBtest that took place between those powerful chap. 

monarchs Charles V. and Francis I. he distin- x. 

guished himself by his moderation, his vigilance, 
and his political address ; on which account he 
is justly celebrated by an eminent historian of 
our own country, as " the only prince of the 
" age who observed the motions of the two 
** contending monarchs with a prudent attention, 
* * or who discovered a^ proper solicitude for the 
" publick safety "^a 

Leo was not however aware, that whilst heRueoftiie 
was composing the troubles which the ambition ''***™*''"*' 
of his neighbours, or the misconduct of his 
predecessors, had occasioned, he was exciting a 
still more formidable adversary, that wasdestined, 
by a slow but certain progress, to sap the found- 
ations of the papal power, and to alienate that 
spiritual allegiance which the Christian world 
had kept inviolate for so many centuries. 
Under the control of Leo, the riches that flowed 
from every part of Europe to Rome, as to the 
heart of the ecclesiastical system, were again 
poured out through a thousand channels, till 
the sources became inadequate to the expendi- ^ 
ture. To supply this deficiency, he availed 

himself 



^ R^SerUon^ Hut, of Cha. V. hook. i. 
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« H A P. himself of various expedients, which, ^ft4iilst 
^* thejr effected for a time the intended purpose, 
roused the attention of the people to the enor- 
mities and abuses of the church, and in some 
measure drew aside that sacred veil, which, in 
shrouding her from the prying eyes of the 
vulgar, has always been her safest preservative. 
The open sale of dispensations and indulgeiiccs 
for the most enormous and disgraceful crimes 
was too flagrant not to attract general notice. 
Encouraged by the dissatisfaction which was 
thus excited, a daring reformer arose, and, 
equally regardless of the threats of secular 
power, and the denunciations of the Roman 
see, ventured to oppose the opinion of an indivi- 
dual to the infallible determinations of the 
church. At this critical juncture, Luther found 
that support which he might in vain have sought 
at any other period, and an inroad was made 
into the sanctuary, which has ever since been 
widening, and will probably continue to widen, 
till the mighty fabrick, the work of so many 
ages, shall be laid in ruins*. It is not however 

so 



* The causes and progress of the reformation are 
traced by Dr. Robertson, in his History of Charles the V. 
book ii« in a manner that would almost render any 
further elucidation unnecessary, even if it vere more 

intimately 



LORENZO DE* MEDICI. . 385 

SO much for the tenets of their religious creed, chap. 
as for the principles upon which they founded ^* 
their dissent, that the reformers are entitled to 
the thanks of posterity. That right of private 
judgment which they claimed for themselves, 
they could not refuse to others ; and by a mode 
of reasoning as simple as it was decisive, man- 
kind arrived at the knowledge of one of those 
grfeat truths which ^form the basis of human 
happiness. It appeared that the denunciations 
of the church were as ineffectual to condemn, 
as its absolution was to exculpate ; and, instead 
of an intercourse between the man and his 
priest, an intercourse took place between his 
conscience and his God. 



But turning from the advantages which the Age or 
world has derived from the errours of Leo X. 
we may be allowed for a moment to inquire 

w^hat 



>*v 



intimately connected with my subject. This celebrated 
historian has taken occasion to refute an assertion made 
by Guicciardini, and, .after him, by Fr. Paolo, that 
Leo X. bestowed the profits arising from the sale of 
indulgences in Saxony, upon his sister Maddalens, the 
wife of Francesco Cibo. Guicciar, Lib* xiii. Sar/ii^ Storia 
ttel ConciL Tridtnt* cafi,u 

Robertson^ Hiat* Cha. V. book ii. in note* 

VOL. II. 3 D 



586 THE LIFE OF 

CHAP, what it owes to his talents and to his virtues* 
^* No sooner was he raised to the papal chair, 
than Rome assumed once more its ancient cha- 
racter, and became the seat of genius, magni- 
ficence, letters, and arts. One of the first 
acts of his pontificate was to invite to his court 
two of the most elegant Latin scholars that 
modern times have produced, Piero Bembo 
and Giacopo Sadoleti; on each of whom he 
conferred the rank of cardinal. The most cele- 
brated professors of literature from every part 
of Europe were induced by liberal pensions to 
fix their residence at Rome, where a permanent 
establishment was formed for the study of the 
Greek tongue, under the direction of Giovanni 
Lascar. The affability, the munificence, the 
judgment, and the taste of this splendid pontiff*, 
are celebrated by a considerable number of 
learned men, who witnessed his accomplish- 
ments, or partook of his bounty. Succeeding 
times have been equally disposed to do justice 
to so eminent a patron of letters, and have 
considered the age of Leo X. as rivalling that 
of Augustus. Leo has not however escaped 
the reproach of having been too lavish of 
his favours to authors of inferiour talents, and 
of having expended in pompous spectacles 
and theatrical representations that wealth which 
ought to have been devoted to better pur- 
poses. 
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poses'". But shall we condemn his conduct, chap. 
if those, who had no claims on his justice, x* 
were the objects of his bounty ? or may it not 
be doubted whether this disposition was not 
more favourable to the promotion of letters, 
than a course of conduct more discriminating 
and severe ? Whatever kindness he might show 
to those vrho endeavoured to amuse his leisure 
by their levity, their singularity, or their buf- 
foonery, no instances can be produced of his 
having rewarded them by such distinguished 
favours as he constantly bestowed on real merit ; 
and whilst we discover amongst those who 
shared his friendship and partook of his highest 
bounty, the names of Bembo, Vida, Ariosto, 
Sadoleti, Casa, and Flaminio, we may readily , 
excuse the effects of that superabundant kind- 
ness ' which rather marked tibe excess of his 
liberality than the imperfection of his judg- 
ment. 

* In the attention paid by Leo X. to the The Lau. 
collecting and preserving ancient manuscripts, ^^ 
and other memorials of literature, he emulated '^'"^ 

the 



y lYrabm Storia della Let, ItaL v. viii. fiart I. ft. 19. 
Andrea* orig. e firogresm d* ogni Letteratura^ v. 5. fi. 380. 



388 THE LIFE OF 

CHAP, the example of his father, and by his peraever- 
X* ance and liberality at length succeeded in 
restoring to its former splendour the celebrated 
library which, on the expulsion of Piero ^ de* 
Medici, had become a prey to the fury or the 
rapacity o( the populace. Such of these valu- 
able articles as had escaped the sacrilegious hands 
of the plunderers, had been seized upon for the 
use of the Florentine state; but in the year 
1496, the publick treasury being exhausted, aud 
the city reduced to great extremity, the magis- 
trates were under the necessity of selliiig diem 
to the monks of the fraternity of S. Marco, for 
the sum of three thousand ducatsS Whilst 
these valuable works were deposited at the 
convent, they experienced a less publick but 
perhaps a more, destructive calamity, many 
of them having been distributed as presents by 
Savonarola, the principal of the monastery, to 
the cardinals, and other eminent men, by whose 

favour 



* Eodcm anno libri heredum olim Petri Mcdicis a 
conventu nostro irium milium Ducatorum pretio compa- 
rati, qtios supra memoravimus in horrendo casu nostro, 
ex jusso dominationis Florentinac in palatium corapor- 
tatos, ct per inventarium resignatos, mt^nse Octobri, in 
conventum hunc S. Marci revecii sunt, novi.i stipula- 
tionibus fuctis, &c. 

Maricani antwU ftart i. afu Mchus. Jmh. J^ravers. 
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^vDur he sought to shelter himself from the chap. 
resentment (rf'the pope*. When the Florentines x. 
destroyed their golden calf, and the wretched 
priest expiated by his death his folly and his^ 
crimes, apprehensions were entertained that the 
library of the Medici would once more be 
exposed to the rapacity of the people; but 
some of the youth of the noblest &milies of 
Florence, with a laudable zeal for the preserv- 
ation of this monument of their national glory, 
associated themselves together, and undertook 
to guard it till the frenzy of the populace had 
again subsided '. After the death of Savonarola, 
the fraternity having fallen into discredit, and 
being in their turn obliged to sell the library, 
it was purchased from them by Leo X. then 
cardinal de' Medici, and in the year 1508 was 
removed by him to Rome, where it continued 

during 



» Etiam de* libri di Piero de' Medici, i quali nella 
Libreria di S. Marco in buona parte si ridussono, fece 
parte a cardinal!, per cui mezzo delle scomuniche e altri 
processi contragli si difendeva. Tanta forza avevano in 
Firenzc le sue arti. 

MS» di Piero Parentis cit. da Tira6» Storia delta 
Let* ItaLv. vU/iart up. 106. 

*» Tirab. ut »ufi. 
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c H A p« during his life and received constant additions 
^* of the most rare and valuable manuscripts. 
From Leo it devolved to his cousin Clement VII. 
who, upon his elevation to the pontificate, again 
transferred it to Florence, and by a bull which 
bears date the fifteenth day of December 1532, 
provided for its future security. Not satisfied, 
however, with this precaution, he meditated a 
more substantial defence, and, with amunificence 
which confers honour on his pontificate, engaged 
Michelagnolo to form the design of the splendid 
edifice in which this library is now deposited, 
which was afterwards finished, under the direc- 
tion of the same artist, by his friend and scholar 
Vasari. 



GioUuio 

duke of 
^Nemoofs* 



Giuliano de' Medici, the third son of 
Lorenzo, was more distinguished by his atten- 
tion to the cause of literature, and by his mild 
and affable disposition, than by his talents for 
political affairs. On the return of the fisimily to 
Florence, he had been intrusted by his brother, 
then the cardinal de' Medici, with the direction 
of the Florentine state ; but it soon appeared 
that he had not sufficient energy to control the 
jarring dispositions of the Florentines. He 
therefore resigned his authority to Lorenzo, the 
son of his brother Piero de' Medici, and on 

the 
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the elevation of Leo X. took up his residence chap. 
at Rome; where, under the title of captain- ^* 
general of the church, he held the chief com- 
mand of the papal troops. By the favour of 
the pope he soon afterwards obtained extensive 
possessions in Lombardy, and having inter- 
married with Filiberta, sister of Charles duke 
of Savoy, and a descendant of the house of 
Bourbon, was honoured by Francis I. with the 
title of duke of Nemours. Of his gratitude, 
an instance is recorded which it would be unjust 
to his memory to omit. During his exile from 
Florence, he had found an hospitable asylum 
with Guid'ubaldo di Montefeltro, duke of Ur- 
bino, who on his death left his dominions to his 
adopted son, Francesco Maria delle Rovere. 
Incited by the entreaties of his nephew Lorenzo, ' 
Leo X. formed the design of depriving Rovere 
of his possessions, under the usual pretext of 
their having escheated to the church for want of 
legitimate heirs, and of vesting them in Lorenzo^ 
with the title of duke of Urbino ; but the repre- 
sentations of Giuliano prevented for a time the 
execution of his purpose ; and it was not till 
after his death that Leo disgraced his pontificate 
by this signal instance of ecclesiastical rapacity. 
If we may give credit to Ammirstto, Giuliano 
at one time entertained the ambitious hope of 

obtaining 



392 THE LIFB OF 

CHAP, obtaining tiie crown of Naples^ ; but if such a 
x« design was in contemplation, it is probable that 
he was incited by his more enterprising and 
ambitious brother, who perhaps sought to revive 
the claims of the papal see upon a kingdom, to 
the government of which Giuliano could, in 
his own right, advance no pretensions. As a 
patron of learning, he supported the ancient 
dignity of his family. He is introduced to great 
advantage in the celebrated dialogue of Bembo 
on the Italian tongue "^^ and in the yet more 
distinguished work of Castiglione, entitled // 
liiro del Cortegiano^. In the Laurentian Library 

several 



c jimnur* Isr, Fior. lib, xxix. vol, iii./^. 315. 

^ Prose di m. pietro bembo, nelle quALi si rai- 
GioNA DELLA voLGAR LINGUA ; dedicated to thc cardiual 
Ghilio de' Medici, afterwards Clement VII. first printed 
at Venice by Giovan Tacuino^ net meae di Setiembrc dct 
Mpxxv* cu7n firixnlegio di Papa CltmeniCy l^c* 

« In Vaietia ndle case d' jildo Romano^ e d* Andrea d* 
Asola suo suoceroy neir anno mdxxviii. del meae d* A/irile, in 
foU This work has frequently been reprinted under thc 
more concise title of// Covte^anoy by which it is also cited 
in the Biblioteca Italiana of Fontanini ; but Apostolo Zeno, 
pleased with every opportunity of reproving the author 

whom 
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several of his sonnets are yet preserved' ; and chap. 
some specimens of his composition are adduced x. 
by Crescimbeni, which, if they display not any 
extraordinary spirit of poetry, sufficiently prove, 
that, to a correct jud^ent, he united an elegant 
tasted 

^ Naturally 



/ 



whom he has undertaken to comment upon, shrewdly 
observes, in his notes on that work^ <^ Altro h 11 dire 
<^ semplicemente, il Cortegianoy come il Fontanini Tor- 
" rebbe ; e altro, // libro del Cortegianoy come il Casti- 
^' glione ha voluto dire, e lo ha detto : la prima maniera 
** indicherebbe di voler descrivere il Cortegiano^ per quello 
<^ che ^ ; e la seconda dinota di volergli insegnare qual 
" esser deve." 

ZenOy in not* alia Bibm ItaL di Fontan. v. ii. ft, 353* 

' Plut. xlvi. Cod* XXV. Ab. 3. Another copy of his 
poems remains in MS. in the Strozzi Library at Flo- 
rence. 

K Cre»cimb» Comment, v. iii. fi» 338. Where the 
author confounds GiulianO) the son of Lorenzo de' Medici, 
with Giuliano his brother, who lost his life in the conspi- 
racy of the Pazzi : and even cites the authority of Poli- 
tiano, " Che i versi volgari di lui erano maraviglia gravi, 
« e pieni di nobili sentimenti," as referring to the wri- 
tings of the younger Giuliano, altliough such opinion was 
expressed by Politiano respecting the works of Giuliano 
the brother of Lorenzo, before Giuliano his son was 
bom. 

VOL. II. . 3 E 
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CHAP. Naturally of an infirm constitution, Giuliano 
X* did not long enjoy his honours. Finding liis 
heahh on the decline, he removed to the monas- 
tery at Fiesole, in the expectation of deriving^ 
advantage firom his native air ; but his hopes 
were frustrated, and he died there in tlie month 
, of March 1516, not haviitg then fully com- 
pleted his thirty-seventh year. His death was 
sincerely lamented by a great majority of the 
citizens of Florence, whose favour he had con- 
ciliated in a high degree by his afiability, mode- 
ration, and inviolable regard to his promises'*. 

His 



^ Ariosto ha3 addressed a beautiful canzoue to Fili« 
berta of Savoy, the widow of Giuliano, commencing, 
Anima elettOj che net mondo foUe. in which the shade of 
the departed husband apostrophizes his surviving wife. 
The following lines, referring to Lorenzo the Magpnifi- 
cent, may serve to show the high ventration in which 
the poet held his memory : 

<< Questo sopra ogni lume in te risplende, 
** Se ben quel tempo che s) ratto corse^ 
'* Tenesti di JVemorae 
" Meco scettro ducal di la da' monti ; 
" Sc ben tua bella mano freno torse, 
" Al paese gentil che Appenin fende, 
" E r alpe e il mar difende : 
'*' N^ tanto val, che a questo pregio monti, 

« Chc'l 
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His i^mb, in the sacristy pf Ae church oTcuat. 
S. Lorenzo at Florence, one of the most sue- ^* 
cessful efforts of the genius of Michelagnolo, 
may compensate him for the want of that higher 
degree of reputation which he might have 
acquired in a longer life. His statue, seated , 
and in a Roman military habit, may be consi- 
dered rather as characteristick of his office, as 
general of. the church, than of his exploits. 
The jGigures which recline on each side of the 
sarcophagus, and are intended to represent day 
and night, have been the admiration of succeed- 
ing artists; but their allegorical purport may 
admit of a latitude of interpretation. Had the 
conquests of Giuliano rivalled those of Alex^ 
ander the Great, we might have conjectured, 
with Vasari, that the artist meant to express the 
extent of his glory, limited only by the confine^ 

of 



" Che'l sacro onor de Terudite fronli, 

" Quel Tosco e'n terra e'en cielo amato Lauro, 

** Socer ti fu, le cui mediche fronde 

^ Spesso a le piaghe, donde 

<< Italia mori poi, furo ristaiiro : 

^i Che fece al Indo e al Mauro, 

'< Sentir 1' odor de suoi rami soavi ; 

^ Onde pendean le chiavi 

*^ Che tenean chiuso il tempio de ht guerre, 

" Che poi fu aperto, e non s piu chi'l s£rre«" 
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c H A p. of the earth' ; but the hyperbole would ||p too k 
^* extravagant; and the judicious spectatCH* wiB 
perhaps rather regard them as emblematical of 
the constant change of sublunary affiurs, and tlie 
brevity of human life, 

■ 

ippoiitode' By his wife Filiberta of Savoy, Giuliano de' 
Medici left no children ; but, before his marriage, 
he had a natural son, who became an acknow- 
ledged branch of the family of the Medici, and, 
like the rest of his kindred, acquired, within 
the limits of a short life, a considerable share of 
reputation. This was the eelebrated Ippolito de' 
Medici, who, dignified with the rank of cardinal, 
and possessed, by the partiality of Clement VII« 
of an immense revenue, was at once the patron, 
the companion, and the rival of all the poets, 
the musicians and the wits of his time. With- 
out territories, and without subjects, Ippolito 
maintained at Bologna a court far more splendid 
than that of any Italian potentate. His associates 
and attendants, all of whom could boast of 
some peculiar merit or distinction which had 
entitled them to his notice, generally formed a 
body of about three hundred persons. Shocked 
at his profusion, which only the revenues of the 

church 



* Far art xntH di Af. A* BuonarGiii, 
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church were competent to supply, Cleirtetit VII. o h \t» 
is said to . have engaged the maestro di casa of ^* 
Ippolho to remonstrate with him on his conduct, 
and to request that he would dismiss some of 
his attendants as unnecessary to him. ^^ No^'^ 
replied Ippdito, '< I do not retain them in my 
*^ court because I have occasion for theh ser» 
^^ vices, but because they have occasion for 
^< mine^"/' His translation of the second book 
of the Eneid into Italian blank verse is consi* 
dered as cme of the happiest effi>rts of the Ian* 
guage, and has frequently been reprinted ^ 
Amongst the collections of Italian poetry may 

also 



^ Tirab. €toria delta Let. Itai. v. vii. Jiar. u p* 33. 

' The first edition is that of Rome, afmd Antoniutn 
Bladum^ 1538, without the name of the author, who, 
at the foot of his dedication to a lady, whom he desig- 
nates only by the appellation of Iliustriseima Stgnora^ 
assumes the title of // cavaliero Errante* The second 
edition is entitled il secondo di vergilio in lingua vol- 
gare volto da hippolito de* medici cardinale. At the 
close we read, In citta di Caatello ficr Antonio MazocH 
Cremonese^ et Xiccolo de Guccii da Comay ad instantia di 
M. Giovan Gallo Dottor de leggi da Casiello nrl Giorno 20 
de Luglio 1539. Several subsequent editions 'feve appear- 
ed, as well separately, as united with the other books of 
the Eneid, translated by different persons. 
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c ji A f; also be found some pieces of his own composi- 
^* tion, which do credit to his talents" . 

LonMde' On tfie voluntary resignation by Giuliano 
3^S2h^ de' Medici of the direction of the Florentine 
state, that important trust had been confided by 
Leo X. to his brother Lorenzo, who, with the 
assistance of the cardinal Giulio de' Medici, 
directed the helm of government according to 
the will of the pope ; but the honour of holding 
the chief rank in the republick, although it had 
gratified the just ambition of his illustrious 
grandfather, was inadequate to the pretensions 
of Lorenzo ; and the family of Rovere, after a 
v]gor6us defence, in which Lorenzo received a 
wound which had nearfy proved mortal, was 
obliged to relinquish to him the sovereignty of 
Urbino, of which he received from the poj)e 
the ducal investiture in the year 1516". After 
the death of his uncle Giuliano, he was ap- 
points captain-general of the papal troops, but 
his reputation for military skill scarcely stands 
higher than that of his predecessor. In the 

year 



"* Some of them are cited by Crescimbeni, della vttU 
gar poenoj Jib^ ii. vol* ii. /r, 368. 

" /\/erlt Comment* lib* v'u ft, 130. 
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ycaf 1518, he married Magdeleitie de Boulogne, chap. 
of the royal house of France, and the sole ^* 
fruit of this union was Catharine de' Medici^ 
afterwards the queen of Henry 11. ** The birth 
of the daughter cost the mother .her life ; and 
her husband survived her only a few days, 
having, if we may credit Ammirato, fallen a 
victim to that loathsome disorder, the peculiar 
scourge of licentiousness, which had then 
recendy commenced its ravages in Europe^. 

His 



® Si, comme les poetes Tont dit, I'ancienne Hecubc, 
avant de mettre Paris au monde, etsut trouble par des 
songes effrayans ; quels noirs fant6mes devaient agiter les 
nuits de Magdaleine de la Tour, enceinte de Catherine 
de Medicis? Tenh, Mem. Gen. iiv. hjl^/i* 5. 

P Ammir. Ist. Fior* Hb. xxix. v. i\. fi, 335. This dis- 
order, which was first known in Italy about the ve^r 
1495, was not in its commencement supposed to be the 
result of sexual intercourse,, but was attributed to tlie 
impure state of the air, to the simple touch or breath of 
a disordered person, or even to the use of an infected 
knife* Hence for a considerable time no discredit 
attached to the patient ; and the authors of that period 
attribute without hesitation the death of many eminent 
persons, as well ecclesiastical as secular, to this complaint. 
In the Laurentian Library {Plut. Ixxiii. cod. 38) is a 
MS. entitled Safihati Phytici de morbo Gallico libery dedica- 
ted by the author Giuliano Tanio, of Prato, to Leo X* in 
which he thus adverts to a learned professor, who was 

probably 
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CHAP. His tomb, of the sculpture of Michelagnolcr, is 
^* found amongst the splendid monuments of his 

family 

I 

probably one of the first victims of this disease : « Mos 
« anno mccccxcv. cxtrcma aestate, egregium utriusque 
<^ juris doctorem Dominum Philippum Decium, Papi- 
<< ensem, in Florentiiro Gymnasio Prati, Pisis tuiic 
^< rebel libus) publice legentem» hac labe afTectum ipsi 
" conspcximus." From the same author we learn that 
the disorder was supposed to have originated in a long 
jcontinuance of hot and moist weather, which occurred in 
the same year : *' Ex. magna pluvia similis labes apparuit, 
'^ ex quibus arguunt hunc nostras statis morbum ex simili 
<< causa ortum esse, ex calida scilicet, humidaque intern- 
*< perie, quia ex pluvia scilicet anni mcccclxxxxv. nonis 
" Decembris emissa, qua Roma facta est navigabilis, ac 
« tota fere Italia inundationes passa est," 8cc. These 
authorities are greatly strengthened by that of the illus- 
trious Fracastoro, who was not only the best Latin poet, 
but the most eminent physician of his age, and who, in 
' hi^ SyfihilU^ accounts for the disorder from similar causes. 
After adverting to the opinion that it had been brought 
into Europe from the western world, then lately disco- 
vered, he adds : 

" At vero, si rite fidem observata merentur 
** Non ita censendum : ncc certe credere par eft 
** Esse pcregrinam nobis, transque aquora vcctam 
« Contagem : quoniam in primis ostendere multos 
** Possumus, attactu qui nullius, hanc tamen ipsam 
« Sponte.sua sensere luem, primique tulere- 
** Prxterea, et tan turn terrarum tempore parvo 
*< Contages non una simul potuisset obire.^ 

It 



*i^ 
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family in the church of S. Lorenzo at Florence* chap* 

He appears seated, in the attitude of deep medita- ^ 

tion. 



It is remarkable also, that throughout t}ie whole 
poem he has not considered this disease as the peculiar 
result of licentious intercourse, on which account it is 
perfectly unexceptionable in point of decorum. Even the 
shepherd Syfihilua^ introduced as an instance of its eHects, 
is represented as having derived it fram the resentment, 
not of Venus, but of Phcebus, excited by the adoration 
paid by the shepherds to Alcithous, and the neglect of 
his own altars ; or, in other words, to tife too fervid state 
of the atmosphere. Had the disorder in its origin been 
accompanied by the idea, of disgrace or criminality, which 
attends it in modem times, tlie author of this poem would 
scarcely have denominated it, 

^ Infanda lues, quam nostra videtis 
^* Corpora depasci, quam nuUi aut denique pauci 
« Vitamus." 

The poem of Fracastoro was first published in the 
year 1530 ; but an Italian poem on the same subject, 
by Niccolo Campana of Siena, was printed at that place 
in 1519, and agsdn at Venice in 1537, entitled Lamento 
di quel Tribulato (U Straacino Campana Seneae aoftra el 
male incognito el quale tratta de la patientia et impatientia* 
The style of this poem is extremely gross and ludicrous ; 
and the author, in the supposed excess of his sufferings, 
indulges himself in the most extravagant and profane 
ideas, as to the nature and ongin of the complaint. At 
one time he supposes it to be the same disorder as that 
which God permitted Satan to inflict upon Job : 

« Allor 

yoL- II. 3 f 
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CHAP. tion. At his feet recline two emblematicalfiguresy 
^* the rivals of those which adoni the tomb of Giu- 
liano, and which are intended to represent morn- 
ing and evening. Ariosto has also celebrated 
his memory in some of his most beautiful 
verses''. Like the Egyptians^ who embalm a 
putrid carcase with the richest odours, the artist 
and the poet too often lavish their divine iiicense 
on the most undeserving of mankind. 

Prior 



<< Allor Sathan con tal mal pien di vitio, 
'( Dlede a Jobbe amarissimo supplitio* 



It 



Again, he asserts it to be the complaint of Simon the 
leper; 

*< Quando Cristo guar) Simon lebbroso, 
** Era di questo mal pessimo iniquo." 

But on no occasion does he ascribe the rise of the 
disorder to the cause which, from the nature of his 
poem, might have been expected. I shall only observc» 
that the use of the grand mineral specifick is express! j 
pointed out in both these poems, as the only certwn 
remedy. 

*i Such at least I conjecture to be the purport of his 
poem, i^hich commences, 

<< Nella stagion che'l bel tempo rimena, 
^ Di mia man posi un ramuscel di Lauro." 

Rime del AHoBto^ fi. 25« afim GioUtOy 1557. 



^ 
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^ Prior to his marriage with Magdeleine of c h a p. 

i Boulogne, the duke of Urbino had an illegiti- x* 
r mate son, named Alessandro, in whose person Aietundro 

■was consummated the destruction of the liberties 
: of Florence. It was commonly supposed that 
I Alessandro was the offspring of the duke by 

[ an African slave, at the time when he, with the 
I rest of the family, were restored to Florence ; 

and this opinion received confirmation from his 
thick lips, crisped hair, and dark complexion. 
But it is yet more probable that he was the son 
of Clement VIL Such at least was the inform- 
ation given to the historian Ammirato by the 
grand duke Cosmo I. at the time when he read 
to him the memoirs which he had prepared 
respecting his family ; and the predilection of 
the pontiff for this equivocal descendant of the 
house of Medici adds probability to the reports 
But whatever was his origin, the circumstances 
of the times, and the ambition of those who 
protected his infancy, compensated for the 
disadvantages of his birth, and his want of 
inherent merit. On failure of the legitimate 
branch of Cosmo de' Medici, usually styled 
the father of his country, derived through 

Lorenzo 



»" Amndr* !*(• Fior* lib. xxx. v. iii. /i. 335. 



the brother 
of Gouno. 
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CHAP. Lorenzo the Magnificent, Alessandro and Ippo* 
X' lito became necessary implements in the h^uids 
of Clement VIL to prevent the credit and autho- 
rity of the family from passing to the collateral 
branch derived from Lorenzo the brother of 
Cosmo, which had gradually risen to ^eat 
distinction in the state, and of which it will 
now be necessary to give a brief account. 

DeMoidaiits Pierfranccsco de' Medici, the son of the 
6t'M^. elder Lorenzo, to whom we have before had 
occasion to advert', died in the year 1459, 
having bequeathed his immense possessions, 
obtained from his share in the profits acquired 
by the extensive traffick of the family, to his 
two sons, Lorenzo and Giovanni. FoUowing the 
example of their father, and emulous rather of 
wealth than of honours, the sons of Pierfran- 
cesco had for several years confined themselves 
to the limits of a private condition, although 
they had occasionally filled the chief offices of 
the republick, in common with other respectable 
citizens. On the expulsion of Piero, the sort 
of Lorenzo the Magnificent, from Florence, in 
the year 1494, they endeavoured to avail them- 
selves of his misconduct, and of the importance 

which 



* r. antcy vot. h fim 181. 
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-which they had gradually acquired, to aspire chat. 
to the chief direction of the republick, and x. 
devesting themselves of the invidious name of 
Medici, assumed that of Popolani. The restor- 
ation of the descendants of Lorenzo the Magni* 
ficent to Florence, the elevation of his second 
son to the pontificate, and the series of pros- 
perity enjoyed by the family under his auspices^ 
and under those of Clement VII. had repressed 
their ambition, or frustrated their hopes ; and 
Lorenzo and Giovanni, the sons of Pierfran- 
cesco, passed through life in a subordinate rank, 
the former of them leaving at his death a son, 
named Pierfrancesco, and the latter a son 
Giovanni, to inherit their immense wealth, and 
perpetuate the hereditary rivalship of the two 
families^ But whilst the descendants of Cosmo, 
the father of his country, existed only in females, 
or in a spurious offspring, those of his brother 
Lorenzo continued in a legitimate succession of 
males, and were invigorated with talents the 
most formidable to their rivals, and the most 

flattering 



* Furono i due fratelli richissimi— di megllo cbc 
centocinquanta mila scudl, e possedevano di beni stabili, 
fra gli ahri la casa grande di Firenze, il palazzo di 
Fiesole, di Trebbio, di Calfagiolc, e di Castello. 

Md* Manncc. vita di CosmOy v» i. //• 27* 
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CHAP* flattering to their own hopes. Adopting fron 
3C. his youth a military life, Giovanni de' Medici 

oymnnk became one of the most celebrated commanders 
that Italy had ever produced. By the appella- 
tion of captain of the bande nercy his name car- 
ried terrour amongst his enemies. His courage 
was of the most ferocious kind. Equally insen- 
sible to pity and to danger, his opponents deno- 
minated him // gran Diavolo"^. As the fervour 
of youth subsided, the talents of the commander 
began to be developed ; but in the midst of his 
honours his career was terminated by a cannon 
ball, in the twenty-eighth year of his age. By 
his wife Maria Salviati, the offspring of Lucrezia, 
one of the daughters of Lorenzo the Magnifi- 
cent, he left a son, Cosmo de* Medici, who, 
after the death of Alessandro, obtained the 
permanent sovereignty of Tuscany, and was 
the first who assumed the title of Grand 
Duke. 

The younger Pierfrancesco left also a son, 
d^'lil^i. "*"^^^ Lorenzo, who, as well on account of 

his 



« Farchj\ Storia Fior. lib. ii,/i. 25. £<!. Leyden. The 
mother of Giovanni was Caterina Sforza, the widow of 
Girolamo Riario, who, af^er the death of her husband, 
had married the elder Giovanni de' Medici. v» ante 
fi. 222. 
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his diminutive person, as to distinguish hun chap* 
from others of his kindred of the same name, ^* 
was usually denominated Lorenzino^ and who 
was destined with his own hand to terminate the 
contest between the two families. Though small 
of stature, Lorenzino was active and well pro- 
portioned. His complexion was dark, his coun- 
tenance serious : when he smiled it seemed to 
be by constraint. His mother, who was of the 
powerful family of Soderini, had carefully 
attended to his education ; and as his capacity 
was uncommonly quick, he made an early 
proficiency in polite letters. His elegant comedy 
entitled Aridosio^ still ranks with those works 
which are selected as models of the Italian lan- 
guage^. Enterprising, restless, fond of com- 
motions, and full of the examples of antiquity, 
he had addicted himself when young to the 
society of Filippo Strozzi, who to an ardent , 

love 



"^ Crescimbeni informs us, that this comedy was 
written by Lorenzino in vrrsi vulgaris and printed at 
^Bologna in 1548 ; and that it is also found in prose, 
printed at Lucca in the same year, and reprinted at 
Florence in .1595. Delia volgar Poesies vol. v. fi. 141. 
Crescimbeni is however mistaken ; the edition of Bolo^a 
1548 is now before me, and is wholly written in prose* 
That of Florence, 1595, is enumerated by the acade- 
micians Delia Cru9ca as one of the Testi di Lingua. 
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CHAP, love of liberty united an avowed contempt for 
^* all the political and religious institutions of his 
time. The talents and accomplishments oF 
Lorenzino recommended him to Clement VII. 
under whose countenanpe he resided for some 
time at the Roman court ; but an extravagant 
adventure deprived him of the favour of the 
pope, and compelled him to quit the city. It 
appeared one morning, that, during the preced- 
ing night, the statues in the arch of Constantine^ 
and in other parts of the city, had been broken 
and defaced ; a circumstance which so exaspe- 
rated the pope, that he issued positive orders 
that whoever had committed the outrage, except 
it should appear to be the cardinal Ippolito de' 
Medici, should be immediately hanged''. This 
exception indeed strongly implies that the car. 
dinal was not free from suspicion ; but whoever 
was the delinquent, Lorenzino bore the whole 
odium of the affair; and it required all the 
influence that Ippolito possessed with the pope 

to 



^ It has been suggested to me by the very respecta* 
ble authority of Sir H. Engleiield, that the heads of these 
statues and bas relievos were more probably stolen by 
Lorenzino for the sake of their beauty. It is veil known 
that the sculpture for the arch of Constantine was 
collected from otlier buildings, mostly from the forum 
of Trajan ; and it is said that the heads thus purloined 
9^G yet extant in the museum at Florence. 
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to rescue his kinsman from the denunciations chap. 
issued against the offender. Lorenzino gladly x, 
took the earliest opportunity of quitting the 
city, and retreated to his native place, where, 
transferring his resentment from the dead to 
the living, he soon afterwards acted a prin- 
cipal part in a much more important trans- 
action ""• 

To the energy and activity of Lorenzino, Aiewandro 
and the courage of Giovanni de' Medici, Cle- ■owrcignty 
ment VII. could only oppose the dissipation and ®^^"^' 
inexperience of Ippolito and Alessandro ; but 
the turbulent disposition of the Florentines 
seconded his views, and the premature death of 
Giovanni, whilst it exposed his dominions to 
the ravages of the German troops, relieved him 
from his apprehensions of his most dangerous 
rival ''. Having prevailed on the emperour and 

the 



» Varchiy Storia Fior. lih^ xv. y^. 618. 

7 The authority of the senator Nerli leaves no room 
for doubt on this head. " Non poteva quella morte 
« seguire in tempo, ch'ella desse piu universale dispia- 
« cere, ne anco in tempo, che il papa piu la stimasse, 
« perche s'ella seguiva in altri tempi, che sua Santita 
^ non avesse avuto si urgente pcricolo sopra il capo, non 
^ gli arrecava per aventura dispiacere alcuno, rima- 

'^ nendo 
VOL. II. 3 c 
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CHAP, the king of France to concur in his design, he 
X' seized the opportunity afforded him by the 
civil dissensions of the Florentines, and, in the 
year 1532, compelled them to place at the head 
of the government Alessandro de' Medici, with 
the title of Doge of the Florentine republick *. 
The authority of Alessandro was soon afterwards 

strengthened 



<< nendo sicuro, e libero della gelosla grande, ch' cgli 
^ aveva del nome solamente del Sig. Giovanni, rispetto 
<< agl* intcressi, e alia propriety d 'Alessandro, e d'Ippo- 
<< lito, i quali desiderava che fiisaeixi quelli, che posse- 
^ dessero lo state, le ficultk, e la grandezza di casa 
" Medici.** A'erli^ Comment, lid, vil. /<• 145. 

» Alessandro is generally styled by the Italian authors 
the^r»r duke of Florence ; but in this they are not strictly 
accurate. His tide of duke was derived from Citt^ or 
Civitk di Penna, and had been assumed by him several 
years before he obtained the direction of the Florentine 
state. It must also be observed, that Alessandro did 
not, as Robertson conceives, <^ enjoy the same absolute 
^ dominion as his family have retained to the present 
" times," Hist* Cha. V, book v. he being only declared 
chief or prince of the republick, and his authority being in 
some measure counteracted or restrained by two councils 
chosen from the citizens, for life, one of which consisted 
of forty-eight, and the other of two hundred members. 
Varchi^ StoHa Fior. fi. 497. A>r/t Com. lib. xi. fi. 257. 
264. These distinctions are deserving of notice, as they 
serve to show the gradual progress by which a free ■ 
country is deprived of its liberties. 
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Strengthened by his marriage with Margaretta chap. 
of Austria^ a natural daughter of the cmperour x. 
Charles V. The cardinal Ippolito, jealous of his 
success, had attempted to preoccupy the govern- 
ment ; disappointed in his hopes, and disgusted 
with his ecclesiastical trappings, which ill suited 
the rapidity of his motions and the vivacity of 
his character, he united his efforts with those of 
Filippo Strozzi, who had married Clarice, the 
sister of Lorenzo duke of Urbino, to deprive 
Alessandro of his new dignity ; but before the 
arrangement could be made for the meditated 
attack, Ippolito suddenly died of poison, admi- 
nistered to him by one of his domesticks*, leaving 
his competitor in the undisturbed possession of 
his newly -acquired power. 

The period, however, now approached, Aiettandro 
which was to transfer the dominion of Florence J"**"^"*^ 
from the descendants of Lorenzo the Magnifi- *»• ' 

cent. 



* The person who administered the poison was said 
to be Giovan-Andrea di Borgo San Sepolcro, the steward 
or bailiff of Ippolito, who was supposed to have effected 
this treachery at the instance of Alessandro ; and this 
suspicion received confirmation by his having escaped 
punishment, although he confessed the crime ; and by 
his having afterwards been received at the court of Ales- 
sandro at Florence. Varchi^ Storia Fior. fi» 566. 
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CHAP, cent to the kindred stock. In the secure pos- 
X. session of power, Alessandro knew no restraint. 
Devoted to the indulgence of an amorous passicMi, 
he sought its gratification among women of all 
descriptions, married and unmarried, religious 
and secular; insomuch that neither rank nor 
virtue could secure the favourite object from 
his licentious rapacity^. The spirit of the Flo- 
rentines, 



^ Notwithstanding the dibsolute character of Ales- 
sandro, it appears that he was possessed of strong natural 
sagacity, and, on some occasions, administered justice 
not only with impartiality, but with ability. Oa this 
head Ammirato t:elates an Anecdote which is worth 
repeating : A rich old citizen of Bergamo had lent to one 
of his countrymen at Florence 400 crowns, which he 
advanced without any person being present, and without 
requiring a written acknowledgment* When the stipu- 
lated time had elapsed, the creditor required hb money— 
but the borrower, well apprized that no proof could be 
brought against him, positively denied that he had ever 
received it. Af^er many fruitless attempts to recover it, 
the lender was advised to resort *to the duke, who would 
find some, method of doing him justice* Alessandro 
accoi:dingly ordered both the parties before him, and 
afler hearing the assertions of the one and the poutive 
denial of the other he turned to the creditor, saying, 
<< Is it possible then, friend, that you can have lent your 
« money when no one was present ?"— >« There was no 
*< one indeed," replied the creditor ; *^ I counted out 
<< the money to him on a post."— << Go> bring the post 

«thc» 



rentines tiioUgh sinking under the yoke pfc&AK« 
despotism^ began to revolt at this more oppro* 3C« 
brious species of tyranny, and the absentees 
and malecontents became daily more numerous 
and more respectable. But whilst the storm 
was gathering in a remote quarter, a blow JDrom 
a kindred hand unexpectedly freed the Floren* 
tines from their oppressor, and afforded than 
once more an opportunity of asserting that 
liberty to which their ancestors had been so 
long devoted. Lorenzino de' Medici was the 
second Brutus who burst the bonds of consan- 
guinity in the expectation of being the deliverer 

of 



** th^n this instant," said the duke, << and I will make 
.^ it confess the truth.'' The creditor, though astonished 
on receiving such an order, hastened to obey, having 
first received a secret caution from the duke not to be 
very speedy in his return. In the mean time the duke 
emplpyed himself in transacting the aifairs of bis other 
suitors, till at length turning again towards the borrower, 
<^ This man," says he, ^ stays a long time with his 
<^ post."*-^^ It is so heavy, sir," replied the other, 
tt that he could not yet have brought it." Again Ales- 
randro left him, and returning some time afterwards, 
cjirelessly exclaimed, ^ What kind of men are they that 
^^ lend their money without evidence f— was there no 
« one present but the post ?"— " No indeed, sir," replied 
,the knave. *^ The post is a good witness then," said the 
duke, ^ and shaU make thee pay the man his money." 

Ammir. Storm Fior* libm xxxi. v» iti. /^. 434. 
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« H AP. of his C6antiy. But the principle of political 
^* virtue was now extinct, and it was no longer a 
subject of doubt whether the Florentines should 
be enslaved ; it only remained to be determined 
who should be the tyrants On his return from 
Rome to Florence, Lorenzino had frequented 
the court of Alessandro, and, by his unwearied 
assiduity and singular accomplishments, had 
ingratiated himself with the duite to such a 
degree, as to become his chief confidant, aiid 
the associate of his licentious amours. But 
whilst Lorenzino accompanied him amidst these 
scenes of dissipation, he had formed the firm 
resolution of accomplishing his destruction, and 
sought only for a favourable opportunity of 
effecting his purpose. This idea seems to have 
occupied his whole soul, and influenced all his 
conduct. Even in the warmth of familiarity 
which apparently subsisted between them, he 
could not refrain from adverting to the design 
of which his mind was full, and by jests and 
insinuations gave earnest of his intention. Cel- 
lini relates, that on his attending the duke 
Alessandro with his portrait executed as a 
medal, he found him indisposed and reclined 
on his bed, with Lorenzino as his companion. 
After boasting, as was his custom, of the won- 
ders which he could perform in his profession, 
the artist concluded with expressing his hopes, 

that 
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that Lorenzino would favour him with a subject chap. 
for an apposite reverse. " That is exactly what ^* 
" I am thinking of," replied Lorenzino, with 
great vivacity ; *M hope ere long to furnish 
" such a reverse as will be worthy of the duke, 
** and will astonish the worlds*' The blind 
confidence of Alessandro prevented his suspi- 
cions, and he turned on his bed with a con- 
temptuous smile at the folly or the arrogance of 
his relation. But whilst Lorenzino thus ha* 
zarded the destruction of his enterprise by the 
levity of his discourse, he prepared for its exe- 
cution with the most scrupulous cdution**. The 
duke having selected as the object of his passion 
the wife of Leonardo Ginori, then on a publick 
embassy at Naples, Lorenzino, to whom she 
was nearly related, undertook with his usual 
assiduity to promote the suit. Pretending that 
his representations had been successful, he pre- 
vailed upon the duke to pass the night with him 
at his own house, where he promised him the 
completion of his wishes. In the mean time he 

prepared 



c Vita di Benvenuto Cellini^ ft. '222. 

^ The particulars of this transaction are related at 
great length by Varchi, who had his information from 
Lorenzino himself, after the perpetration of the deed. 

StoruL Fior* lib. xt. 
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CHAP, prepared a chamber for his reception ; and 
^* having engaged as his assistant a man of despe- 
rate fortunes and character, called Scoron- 
cocolo, waited with impatience for his arrival. 
At the appointed hour, the duke having left 
the palace in a mask, according to his custom, 
when he was engaged in nocturnal adventures, 
came unobserved to the house of Lorenzino, 
and was received by him in the fatal chamber. 
After some familiar conversation, Lorenzino 
left him to repose on the bed, with promises of 
a speedy return. On his quitting the chamber, 
he stationed his coadjutor where he might be 
in readiness to assist him, in case he should fail 
in his first attempt, and, gently opening the 
door, approached the bed, and inquired from 
the duke if he was asleep, at the same instant 
passing his sword through his body. On re- 
ceiving the wound the duke sprang up and 
attempted to escape at the door; but, on a 
signal given by Lorenzino, he was attacked 
there by Scoroncocolo, who wounded him 
deeply in the face. Lorenzino then grappled 
with the duke, and throwing him on the bed, 
endeavoured to prevent his cries. In the strug- 
gle the duke seized the finger of Lorenzino in 
his mouth, and retained it with such violence, 
that Scoroncocolo, finding it impossible to sepa- 
rate them so as to despatch the duke without 

danger 
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danger of wounding Lcrenzino, deliberately chap* 
took a knife fipom his pocket, and cut him ^* 
across the throat. The completion of their 
purpose was however only the commencement 
of their difficulties, Scoroncocolo, who proba* 
bly knew not that the person he had assassin* 
ated was the duke, until the tran^ction was 
over, was so terrified as to be wholly unable to 
judge for himself of the measures to be adopted 
for his own safety. To the active mind of 
Lorenzino various expedients presented them-* 
selves ; and he hesitated for some time whether 
he should openly avow the deed, and call upon his 
countrymen to assert their liberties, or should 
endeavour to make his escape to the absentees, 
to whom the information which he had to com- 
municate would give new energy, and a fair 
opportunity of success. Of these measures the 
last seemed, on many accounts, to be the most 
advisable. Having therefore locked the door 
of the chamber in which he left the dead body 
of the duke, he proceeded secretly to Bologna, 
expecting there to meet with Filippo Strozzi, 
but finding that he had quitted that place, he 
followed him to Venice, where he related to 
him his achievements. Filippo, well acquainted 
with the eccentricity of his character, refused 
for some time to credit his story, till Lorenzino, 
producing the key of the chamber, and exhibit- 
ing 

VOL. II. 3 H 
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CHAP, ing his hand which had b«en mutilated in the 
^* contest, at length convinced him of its truth. 
The applause bestowed by Filippo and his adhe- 
rents on Lorenzino, was in proportion to the 
incredulity which they had before expressed* 
He was saluted as another Brutus, as the deli* 
verer of his countzy ; and Filippo immediately 
began to assemble his adherents, in order 'to 
avail himself of so favourable an opportunity of 
restoring to the citizens of Florence their an- 
cient right8% 



Mfltlvetand 
comeqaencci 
•f the at* 



The Italian historians have endeavoured to 
develop the motives that led Lorenzino to the 
tempt. perpetration of this deed, and have sought for 
them in the natural malignity of his disposition ; 
as a proof of which he is said to have acknow-^ 
ledged, that during his residence at Rome, not- 
withstanding the kindness shovm to him by 
Clement VIL he often felt a strong inclination 
to murder him. They have also attributed them 
to a desire of immortalizing his name by being 

considered 



' On this occasion a medal was struck, bearing on 
one side the head of Lorenzino, and on the other the 
cap of liberty between two daggers; being the same 
device as that which had before been adopted by, or 
applied to, the younger Brutus, v. Patin. Famii. Rom. 
fi. 142. This medal is in the collection of the late earl 
of Orford. 
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considered as ibe deliverer of his country ; to a c h a p. 
principle of revenge for the insult which he ^* 
received from the pope, in being banished from 
Rome, which hs meant to r^ay in the person 
of Alessandro, his reputed son ; and, lastly, to 
his enmity to the collateral branch of the Medici 
family, by which he was excluded from the 
chief dignity of the state. How far any of 
these conjectures may be well founded, it is not 
eiusy to dobermine. Human , conduct is often 
the result of impulses, which, whilst they arise 
in various directions, determine the mind 
towards the same object, and possibly all, or 
most of the causes before stated, might have 
concurred in producing so signal an efiect. 
Aware of the misconstruction to which his 
{tt*inciples were liable, Lorenzino wrote an 
apologetical discourse, which has beei) preserved 
to the present times, and throws considerable 
light on this singular transaction. In this piece 
he first attempts to demonstrate that Alessandro 
was an execrable tyrant, who, during the six 
years that he held the chief authori^, had 
exceeded the enormities of Nero, of Caligula, 
and of Phalaris. He accuses him of having 
occasioned by poison the death, not only of the 
cardinal Ippolito, but of his own mother, who 
resided in an humble station at Collevecchioj and 
whose poverty he conceived was a reproach to 

.. the 
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CHAP, the dignily of his rank ; and denies diat tlie 
x« blood of any branch of the Medici family flowed 
in his veins. He then justifies, with great 
plausibility, the conduct adopted by him after 
the death of the duke, in qoitting the city to 
join the absentees ; and after rmdicafling^^ himself 
from the imputation of haviag^ been imduced fajr 
any other motive than an earnest desiire to libe^ 
rate his country from a . state of intolerable 
servitude, he concludes with lamrarting, that 
the want oi .energy and vii^ue in his feUcsw^ 
citizens prevented them from availing themselves 
of the opportunity which he had aflbrded theu 
of reestablishing their aneient govemmenft^. 
But whatever were the motives of this deed, 
the consequences of it were such as have gene- 
rally been the result of similar attempts*— the 
riveting oC those chains which it was intended 
to break. The natural abhorrence of treachery, 
and the sentiment of pityr excited for the devoted 
object, counteract the intended purpose, and 
throw an odium even ou the cause of liberty 
itself. No end can justify the sacrifice of a 
princi|^e, nor was a crime ever necessary in the 
course of human afiairs« The* sudden burst of 

vindictive 



^ For^the Jfiologia of Lorenzino, v. jipfi. Ab. LXXXI V. 



vindictive passion ma^ sometimes occasion crap» 
important changes in fbc &te of nations ; but x> 
the event is seldioiu whfain the limits of fanmatt 
ealcnlatioii. It is only iht cafan enei^ of lea- 
8QD, constantly bearing up against tke enetoadi* 
meats of power^ that can wid» certamty pirpt^ 
tuate the freedom^ ot promote thii happimte tS 
the human race. 



After the perpetration, of diis deed, Loren^ 
zin0> not conceiving himself in safety withiit 
the limits of Italy, continued his route till he 
arrived at Constantinople, from whence^ aftet 
a short residence, he returned agam to Venice^ 
Having passed eleven years of exile and anxiety, 
he was himself assassinated by two Floretitine 
soldiers) who, under the pretext of avenging 
the death of Alessandro, probably sought to 
ingratiate themselves with his successour, by 
removing a person who derived from his^ birth 
undoubted pretensions to the credit and autho- 
rity which had for ages been attached to the 
chief of the house of Medici. 

The adherents of the ruling family, at thecotmode^ 
head of whom was the cardinal Cibd, who ****"f!^f*' 

' grand doke. 

had been the chief minister of Alessandro, con- 
ducted themselves with great prudence on the 

death 
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CHAP, death of the duke, and before they permitted 
^ the event to be made publick, not only secured 
the solcUery within the city, but summoned to 
their assistance sH their allies in the vidnity of 
the Flcnrentine state. They then assembled the 
inhabitants, avowedly to deliberate on the state 
of the republick, but in fact rather to receive 
than to dictate a form of government. If Loren- 
zino was the Brutus of his age, an Octavius 
^as fouiid in his cousin, Cosmo de' Medici, 
the son of Giovanni, general of the bande nere^ 
and then about ei^teen years of age« : Being 
mformed of the unexpected disposition of die 
citizens in his favour, Cosmo hastencfd bom his 
seat at Mugello to Florence, where, on the 
nintiii day of January 1536, he was invested 
with the sovereignty by the more modest title of 
chief of the republick. Despotism generally 
proceeds with cautious steps; and Augustus 
and Cosmo affected the name of citizen, whilst 
they governed with absolute authority. % 



^1^^ To the election of Cosmo little opposition 

stTMsi^and had been made within the city^. The proposi- 

final extinc- , • 

tioaofthe tion of Pallas Rucellai, to admit the party of 
repobiw: ^^ StTOzzl to thclr deliberations, and that of 
Giovanni Canigiani, to place the supreme com- 
mand in an illegitimate and infant son of Ales- 

sandro, 



sandro, had met with few supporters^. But chap. 
the numerous exiles, who by compulsion, or in ^^ 
disgust, had quitted their native country during 
the government of Alessandro, had already 
begun to convene together £r(Hn all parts of 
Italy, in hopes of effecting their restoratioDi 
and of establishing a form of government more 
consistent with their views. The cardinals 
Ridolfi and Salviati, both grandsons of Lorenzo 
the Magnificent, Bartcdomeo Valori, and other 
citizens of high rank, uniting with Filippo 
Strozzi, raised a considerable body of troops, 
and approached towards the city ; but more 
powerful parties had already interposed, and the 
fate of Florence no longer depended on the 
virtue or the courage of its inhabitants, but on 
the will of the emperour, or on the precarious 
aid of the French. Sensible of the advantages 
which he had already obtained by holding at 
his devotion the Florentine state, and that such 

influence 



s Besides an illegitimate son named GiuHo, Ales- 
sandro left two illegitimate daughters, Porcia and Juliet. 
The son entered into the church, and became grand prior 
of the order of S. Stefano. Porcia took the veil, and 
founded the convent of S. Clement at Florence. Juliet 
married Francesco Cantelmo, son of the duke di Popoli, 
a Neapolitan nobleman. Ttnh» Mem. Gen. liv. xxii. p* 62. 
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CHAP* influence was inconsistent with a republican 
_5l._ government, Charles V. openly approved of 
the election of Cosmo, and directed his ti*oops, 
then in Italy, to support his cause. The exiles 
having possessed themselves of the fortress of 
MontcmurlOi in the vicinity of Florence, were 
unexpectedly attacked there by the Florentine 
troc^s under the command of Alessandro ViteUiy 
in the night of the first of August 1538, and 
their defeat fixed the destiny of their country. 
Bartolomeo Valori, with his two sons, and 
Filippo his nephew, were made prboners, and 
conducted to Florence, where he, with one of 
his sons, and his nephew, was decapitated* 
Many other of the insurgents experienced a 
similar fate. The rest were consigned to the 
dungeons in di^erent parts of Tuscany. Filippo 
Strozzi, the magnanimous assertor of the 
liberties of his country, languished upwards of 
twelve months in the prisons of Castello, and 
his situation became more hopeless in proportion 
as the authority of Cosmo became more esta- 
blished. After an interval of time which ought 
to have obliterated the remembrance of his 
offence, he was cruelly subjected to tcMture, 
under the pretext of discovering the accomplices 
of hb unfortunate enterprise. Finding that the 
remonstrances of his friends with the emperour 
and die duke were not only ineffectual, but that 

the 
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the latter had resolved to expose his fortitude chap* 

to a second trial, he called to his mind the ^* 

example of Cato of Utica, and fell by his own . 
hand, a devoted victim to the cause of freedom**- 

Thus terminated the Florentine republick^ concUfcion. 
which had subsisted amidst the agitations of 
civil commotions, and the shock of external 
attacks^ for upwards of three centuries, and had 
produced from its circumscribed territory a 
greater number of eminent men than any othef 
country in Europe- This singular preeminence 
is chieflv to be attributed to the nature of its 
government, which called forth the talents of ' 

every rank of citizens, and admitted them with- 
out distinction to the chief offices of the state* 
But the splendour which the Florentines derived 
from examples of publick virtue, and efforts of 
superlative genius, was frequently tarnished by 
the sanguinary contests of rival parties. The 
beneficent genius of Lorenzo de' Medici for a 
time removed this reproach, and combined a 
state of high intellectual improvement with the 
tranquillity of well-ordered government. The 

various 

^ The life of Filippo Strozzi was written by his bro- 
ther Lorenzo, w^ith great candour and impartiality, and 
is published at the close of the Florentine history of 
Btinedetto Varchi. Ed. J.eyd, s'me a?i. After the death 
of Filippo, a paper in his own hand-writing was found in 
his bosom, which is given in the Appendix, /.o. LXXXV. 
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